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UPCOMING 
MEETINGS

2017-2018 Yosemite,  Sam! 
 

ULL to the brim, we were, with 
well-wishers for U.S. Rep. Sam 
Johnson, retiring from the House 

of Representatives.  The Larger-than-Life 
war hero and 27-year veteran of Congres-
sional District 3 drew not only a big crowd 
but also standing ovations.  Fortunately, 
there was room for all: VIPs, guests, and 
Rotaries in Plano. 

 The Master of Ceremo-
nies duties were shared by 
many Rotary Presidents.  The 
first to preside was Mano 
Mahadeva (Plano Metro) who 
called upon Jan Sullivan 
(Plano East) for the Invocation 

and George Elking (Plano Sunrise) for the 
Pledge. 
 Marianne Elwell (North Texas Pio-
neers) introduced VIPs who included 

• Rick Grady, Plano City Council 
• Supt. Sara Bonser, Karla Oliver, 

and Nancy Humphrey, PISD 
• Keith Self, Collin County Judge 
• Duncan Webb, Commissioner 
• Jeff Leach and Matt Shaheen, 

State Representatives 
• Bob Collins and Steve Mat-

thews, Collin College Board 
• Jeff Beckley, Plano Chamber 
• He, Karla & Nancy (Plano Rotary) 

 President Mahadeva credited Rick 
Horne and Olin Jaye (Plano Rotary) with 
proposing and structuring this tribute to 
Rep. Johnson.  He called upon Rick Grady 
who told us that Sam was awarded two Sil-
ver Stars, two Legions of Merit, the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, one Bronze Star with 
Valor, two Purple Hearts, four Air Medals, 
and three Outstanding Unit Awards.  Sam’s 
F4 was shot down over North Vietnam in 
1966, and he spent 7 years in confinement 
there (suffering torture, a broken back and arm).  
“The City is humbled by his accomplish-

ments” especially his promotion of veterans’ 
causes, including two local clinics.  Rick then 
read the City of Plano Proclamation: 

 Rick lauded Sam for “tackling the Big 
Issues,” commended him for 
his “hard work and dedica-
tion” and wished him an en-
joyable retirement. 
 Keith Self apologized, say-
ing he had “no excuse” for 
walking in late.  He then invit-

ed Sam to look over Collin County govern-
ance, and, noting that “each of us have their 
own story about what’s he’s done for the 
country,” proceeded to give us his. 
 He and Rep. Johnson “shared a dais” on 
a cold day while a military band played on.  
“The congressman was looking at me for a 
long time,” and infantrymen have a low 
opinion of air force men that haven’t mud to 
contend with. 
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 Finally, Sam spoke, “‘You’re not sup-
posed to shiver.’  No, ‘Hello.’  No ‘How’re you 
doin’?’”  He issued a simple command as to 
“how to conduct myself in front of people.” 
 Keith said that he admired Sam for his 
“titanium backbone,” and yielded the floor to 
PISD Superintendent Sara Bonser. 
 Sara said that one of the first calls she 
got when first on the job was from Sam.  “He 
asked, “What is going on with PISD?’”  The 
congressman “takes great care of children.”  
His is “a legacy to model.” 

 The she read a Resolution from the school district. 

 

 Sara made way for Bob Collins, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees for 
Collin College.  Bob identified Sam as a 
“supporter of the College” and presented 
him with a Resolution from 
the Collin College Board. 

 Rep. Jeff Leach struggled, as had all the 
speakers, with a microphone that cut in and 
out.  He said that Sam is up there in his mind 
with the “big, historic names” like George 
Washington and, more recently, John 
McCain.  Jeff claimed he recognizes two role models in 
his life: “My Dad and you!”  He recalls his Dad writing 
Sam a letter when he began his 1st term.  It was a complaint 

about traffic gridlock: “One issue you didn’t get to.”  Nev-
ertheless, it may be only appropriate that a busy highway 
(75) be named for Sam Johnson!  And, he declared that 
“no individual carries more name recognition than Sam 
Johnson.”  The business of the House “stops for the day to 
honor Sam Johnson.” 

 Sam then rose to a standing ovation to make a few re-
marks of his own. 
 He told us his mantra, “Sam; don’t give a damn.”  But 
he generously thanked us all for our support.  He appreci-
ates “everyone who had a hand in” this event.  He de-
clared our Rotaries to be “pillars of the community” and 
lauded the way they plan and work together to “look for 
local needs and find solutions.”  We make Plano one of the 
“best places to live.  Shirley and I make this our home.” 
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 For those of us who had not 
heard the story, he recalled his 
25th bombing mission in Vi-
etnam where he and his copilot 
were on a napalm run, flying 
fast and low.  They took on en-
emy fire, and “the guys saw one 

parachute.  My family didn’t know if I was 
alive or dead for two years.”  Shirley founded 
a support group for Shotdown Wives.  “They 
took a stand all over the country…Shirley was 
my hero.” 
 After 7 years of support and prayers dur-
ing his captivity, he was finally released to a 
“big parade.”  Sam couldn’t get into his home 
because “the house was full of kids welcoming 
me.” 
 “It’s been an honor and a privilege to 
serve in the House and the military.  God con-
tinually blesses this community and Ameri-
ca.”  Then he sat down to another standing 
ovation. 
 He was followed by Plano West President 
Glen Thornton.  Glen touted our Sam’s Gift 
1st Annual summer food drive.  While most 
food drives concentrate around the fall and 
winter holidays, the summer, when the kids 
are out of school, provides a strong need for 
feeding families.  He also mentioned the 
$1500 given by the six Plano clubs to provide 
transportation for former POWs. 

 Glen gave Sam a plaque saying that he 
embodied the Spirit of Rotary: Service Above 
Self, and vacated the podium in favor of Plano 
Rotary President Rick Horne. 

 Rick told Sam, “There aren’t resources for 
us to thank you enough.”  And he thought of 
Sam’s Gift as a perpetual tribute to a great 
American, even though he flew with the Thun-
derbirds…almost as good as the Blue Angels.  
He asked the assembled crowd, “What are you 
going to do to measure up to Sam?” 
 Addressing the potential Rotarians in the 
room, he said that Rotary had clubs conven-
iently spread out among the days and hours of 
the week: breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  Rick 
mentioned the Food Drive meets to gather and 
transport food items from the Williams High 
School parking lot at 9 am the following Sat-
urday. 
 He then led us in the Four-Way Test, and 
closed the proceedings at 12:40. 
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Please consider joining us with your support of your personal time 
or financial resources to help make the holidays brighter.

Wrapping - Tuesday, Dec 6th at 5:00pm at BTH Bank at 1801 Preston 
Road Plano 75093 (south of Park Blvd on the west side of Preston Road)
Party - Saturday Dec 17th at 2:00pm at BTH Bank at 1801 Preston Road 
Plano 75093

Please email Camille.ussery@bthbank.com if you would like to 
volunteer your time.

Angel Tree
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