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RREEDDIITT where credit is due.  Last 
bulletin’s photos were due to 
John Caldwell while this one’s 

are the product of Blair Ritchey.  Mike 
Booher took a crack at it recently too.  Scary 
Bob should be back this week. 
 KKiinngg  DDaavviidd opened his last full meeting at 
12:11, calling upon Blair Ritchey for the 
Invocation and Kyle Walters to lead us in 
the Pledge.  We had no Greeter but Ser-
geant Kramer was on hand to thank the 
handful of us who remembered to CHECK 
IN on facebook. 

 Ric Kasmiskie being 
AWOL, his guest, Clark 
Seymour, introduced himself 
(woefully briefly).  Sara Akers 
had two guests: Peggy Jack-
son and “a real DISNEY 
Princess,” Abby Phelps.  Howard Mat-
son welcomed about-to-be-new-member, 
Hayden Padgett. 

 Visiting Rotarians included both Ro-
man Gabriel (Corpus Christi, Robert Reed’s 
old stomping grounds) and Jarinder Jil 
Kaur (Chandigarh Midtown, 250 miles from 
Delhi, India) visiting her son in school here.  
Her club boasts 120 members (as ours used 
to), and she traded banners with KKiinngg  DDaavviidd. 

 He asked for BBBBQQ volunteers to stand 
then feted them for their service by “person-
ally extend[ing] my thanks for enduring the 
heat and long hours.”  He thanked Roman 
and Hayden for helping before they joined 
the Club!  We were promised a full report by 
Rick Horne when all the bills are in. 
 Although Jerry Kezhaya was AWOL, 
he reported through David that our next So-
cial Hour will be Tuesday, 6/27 from 5:30 to 
7 pm at Buffalo Bluez on Legacy, just 
east of Preston Meadow Drive. 
 Due to the proximity of Independence 
Day, there’ll be NNOO  MMEEEETTIINNGG  OONN  77//66.  
However, KKiinngg  DDaavviidd commanded all to at-
tend the meeting of 6/29 when the baton 
will be passed to Rick BBBBQQ Horne.  Similar-
ly, the 5810 baton gets passed 6/29 in a $60 
Induction Ceremony when Rick will attend. 
 We are to roll up our sleeves for Chief 
Greif to help him win the Battle of the 
Badges which runs from 4-9 July at vari-
ous locations in the City. 
 Alan SpiritWare Feigenbaum then 
held forth on the merits of the day’s speaker: 
 In 1988 Karen Voelker served as a representative of 
the Junior League of Collin County on a task force orga-
nized by PISD educators Nancy Boyd and Kay Goodman 
in their efforts to create a shelter for at-risk teens.  That task 
force became the Founding Board of Directors of City 
House.  Karen stayed on the Board for six years.  While 
spending her career in community relations positions with 
Central Market Plano  and  The Dallas Mornings News 
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Karen remained involved with City House as a part-time volunteer and life-long 
donor.  In 2008 she joined the staff as Community Relations Manager. She has 
a unique perspective on City House since she has participated as a Board 
Member, as a volunteer, as a donor and as a member of the staff.  Nancy Boyd 
and Kay Goodman remain among her most valued friends and mentors. 
 Karen has two daughters and four granddaughters (with another on the 
way!).  They all live in Northern California, so these days she is a frequent flyer 
Grandma. 
 Priming the pump, Karen first thanked us for our past 
support of City House.  We’ve assisted in its evolution from a 
6-bed shelter for teens in 1988 to a 46-bed shelter for chil-
dren infancy through 22. 

 She began by showing us clips from the above film 
which is available in its entirety (1:15:44) on YouTube at: 

https://youtu.be/zv7fnFNYL-D 
 Jim Wright appeared to be one of the interviewees, 
and the clips included a poignant portrait of a homeless 
teen who said, “I almost died.  But I found that if you live, 
and choose to live, you can do anything you want.” 
 The film told us that over the course of City House’s ex-
istence, homelessness in Collin County has increased 116%.  
It thanked us for our support and introduced Lisa Rog-
ers, the Director of Volunteer Services. 

 Karen said that City House was the only charity in Collin 
County “doing what we do.”  It has grown now to two 
buildings, one housing ages 0-17 and another for young 
adults.  For school children, they’ve named the building My 
Friend’s House, so they needn’t declare themselves to be 
living in a homeless shelter.  Some of their charges come to 
them through the court system and Child Protective Ser-
vices.  And City House’s goal is not just to meet their physical 
needs but their emotional needs as well.  It handles food, 
lodging, transportation, medicine, and dental care, every-
thing you’d expect from (foster) parents. 
 Among the “first class” of City House’s charges were chil-
dren from 5 months to 16 years, the latter child caring for 
his younger siblings.  And their rooms have no closets, in-
tentionally, as closets are associated in their minds with 

hiding from abusive parents.  City House wants them to know 
that there is “no reason to run and hide” anymore.  And 
their bathrooms “are bright and cheerful.” 
 Since they often arrive with just the clothes on their 
backs, City House maintains a donations closet that provides 
each of their charges with 7 days worth of clothes.  She re-
lated an anecdote of a little girl running from the closet to 
tell her sister about the Dora the Explorer shirts. 
 In their East Plano Resource Center they offer academ-
ic assistance and separate homes for males and females.  
City House finds that they must tutor some in social and 
communication skills, so they offer life lessons in cooking, 
banking, and obtaining a GED. 
 Roman Gabriel asked about the YouTube offering cited 
in the column to the left. 
 For students about to “age out of the system,” City House 
offers a two-year transitional program and “rapid re-
housing” for 18-year-olds. 
 Karen pointed out the brochures on our tables and re-
ferred to their website at www.cityhouse.org 
 She mentioned an Eisemann Center event on 8 July 
featuring a Beatles tribute band and the annual gala which 
this year offers Rat Pack impersonators on 9 September at 
the Embassy Suites Frisco.  (The Marilyn Monroe imper-
sonator is married to the ersatz Dean Martin.) 

 She said that summer is the most challenging time for 
City House, since the number of volunteers, food, and activit- 



There’ll be complimentary water for volun-
teers, but they’re responsible for buying their 
own BBQ and (off-duty) beer. 
 Plano East is donating the mobile Green 
Room for artists, who will be selling their CDs 
and DVDs. 
 Rick thanked the sponsors: Plano East, 
Casey Stewart, Jason Kramer, Kenny Wil-
son, Maria Mott, among others.  He also 
thanked the yeomen volunteers: Jo Via, 
Johnny Lewis, Dave McWhorter, Kelly 
Palmer, Sara Akers, and Jim Cooper. 
 The first act, Eric Barton, begins at 2:30.  
Alan Feigenbaum has the volunteers’ tee 
shirts.  Oh, and please wear sun glasses; you’ll 
blend right in with performers hiding their 
dilated eyes. 
 As to the patrons, they mayn’t bring cool-
ers or food/drink but chairs and blankets are 
de rigeur.  Also sun hats and sunscreen for 
everyone.  So far, 75 tickets have been sold, 
not counting Rotary member sales.  And, if 
you bought your tickets on-line, you’ll get VIP 
parking; otherwise, you’ll park in the Collin 
College lots across the street (paying in cash). 
 There’ll be two ticket booths where pa-
trons get wristbands colored by their age.  Olin 
asked for a teenaged one. 
 Since Rick’s explanation of the park’s loca-
tion and geography left some confused, Jo Via, 
Ms. Balloon Festival, took the mic and ex-
plained how to get there and what to look for.  
She lives and breathes Oak Point Park. 
 Kelly wanted to know the distance be-
tween the beer vendors and the potties.  It’s 
easy to guess why he’s going. 
 Sara asked what Rick’s most pressing need 
for volunteers is.  That was easy: tear down.  
Currently, only Robert Reed is staying after 11 
pm to help dismantle our presence.  Vendors 
will pick up their rental items on Monday.  
Oak Point is OK with remnants on Sunday. 
 Also we’re in need of three big coolers and 
several 100’ extension cords.  Volunteers han-
dling the items, either in set up or tear down, 
need gloves to counter the splinters.  They’ll 
not have to bring chairs for volunteering, only 
for watching the show when their stint is over. 
 Several TV stations will be present to rec-
ord the festival in the hour before sundown.  

Film at 11.  “It’ll be a little hot, but we’ll all 
have fun!”  As for consumption, “When you’re 
off-duty, do what your liver tells you to do.” 
 Jo Via introduced a late visitor, her grand-
son and Paul Harris Fellow, Cooper Jack-
son.  Some of us remember him showing up in 
his first year. 

 KKiinngg  DDaavviidd led us in the Four-Way Test and 
closed the meeting right on the money, 1:00. 
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KENNY WILSON
OWNER

Phone. 972.867.9216

Plano

us408@alphagraphics.com

Phone. 972.234.3033
Richardson

Fax. 972.231.6968

us103@alphagraphics.com

David Allison

1214 Avenue K
www.allisons.comPlano, TX 75074

972-423-0434
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All Service,  Body and Parts Departments Open All Day Saturday

www.huffines.net

HUFFINES HUFFINES HUFFINES

Please consider joining us with your support of your personal time 
or financial resources to help make the holidays brighter.

Wrapping - Tuesday, Dec 6th at 5:00pm at BTH Bank at 1801 Preston 
Road Plano 75093 (south of Park Blvd on the west side of Preston Road)
Party - Saturday Dec 17th at 2:00pm at BTH Bank at 1801 Preston Road 
Plano 75093

Please email Camille.ussery@bthbank.com if you would like to 
volunteer your time.

Angel Tree

AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK OF TEXAS
Your Bank. For Life.

Casey W. Stewart
Regional Market President

Plano Bankig Center
1101 E. PLano Parkway, Suite E
Plano, TX 75074

Allen Banking Center
720 S. Greenville
Allen, TX 75002
www.anbtx.com

972.309.0001 ext. 5937
214.863.5937 direct
214.863.6160 fax
caseystewart@anbtx.com
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Professional Automotive Repairs including:
Air Conditioning • Inspections • Clutches • Transmissions • Differentials

Engine repairs • Factory Scheduled Maintenance • Tune-Ups •Electrical • Brakes

Jerry P. Kezhaya
President

www.TheAutoShop.com
2560 East Plano Parkway 972-578-0588 - T
Plano,Texas 75074 972-881-0998 - F

All Service,  Body and Parts Departments Open All Day Saturday
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