


seeking sponsors for our CCiittiizzeennsshhiipp  BBaannqquueett he’s 
hosted for six years; it runs for two nights, May 21st and 
22nd at Collin College. 
 Her mission accomplished, Nancy tried to leave the 
room (to return the guest list to Karen) and earned kudos 
from Jeff, to wit, “A great Sergeant-at-Arms but not a 
great door opener.”  He followed that up with an even 
more embarrassing joke: he had us sing HHaappppyy  BBiirrtthhddaayy to 
those born in March.  “Truly, truly awful, but thank you 
for trying.” 

 Jeff awarded Rotary Service Pins to 10-year-veterans, 
Sarah Watkins and Jerry Aris.  He mentioned the con-
dolence cards circulating for Sarah Akers who has re-
cently lost her son.  He announced the Memorial Service 
for this night at Restland and the Funeral on Saturday.  We 
can give donation checks to Karen. 
 John Caldwell announced that 
Alex Johnson and the Interact 
Clubs are collecting school supplies to 
send to Puerto Rico.  We are to fur-
nish spiral notebooks and sharpened 
pencils.  He’s also seeking contestants 
for our Four-Way Test Speech 
Contest; so we are to encourage our 
children or (more likely) grandchildren 
to try out on 30 March. 
 Jeff noted NO REGULAR MEETING on March 28th 
so we can attend Bruce Mr. Clean Glasscock’s Retire-
ment Party 5:30 at HHaaggggaarrdd  PPaarrttyy  BBaarrnn.  FFllaasshh asked if 

it included spouses and required an RSVP.  
Yes and yes. 
 Olin Jaye arose to introduce our 
speaker du jour: Colin Hegarty, Presi-
dent of the Golf Research Group and au-
thor of Single Figures in an Irish Summer 
(ranked #5,351,892 in Amazon).  He was here 
as an EarthX volunteer to speak on How 

Environmental Issues Have Progressed from the First 

Earth Day.  Olin began “Years ago, before Johnny Lewis 
was north, Rachel Carlson wrote Silent Spring,” a 
book about an unfolding ecological disaster.  More recent-
ly, Trammel Crow, Jr., has created the EarthX event to 
discuss the environment and Man’s influence upon it.  The 
event draws many visitors and volunteers such as our 
speaker who is a “golf course designer and developer” 
from the LLaanndd ooff BBrreexxiitt, but “no longer an Alien.” 

 Colin first stroked us by saying 
that he’d spoken at several Rotary 
clubs, but we have “a wonderful at-
mosphere here!” 
 EarthX will be held in Fair Park 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 
April 5th, 6th and 7th.  It will also ap-
pear in Mexico City and elsewhere as 
several Earth Day celebrations occur 
across the Globe.  It consists of various 
conferences, musical, and film festival 

events; indeed the associated film festival is the world’s 
largest one devoted to environmental issues.  “It’s a fabu-
lous place to take children.”  (Presumably they can boycott 
school to protest the mess politicians are planning to hand the 
next generation.)  Colin maintains that we’ll be exposed to 
“ideas you’ve never seen before,” and it’s just “fun walking 
around.” 
 Apparently there’s a conference called a “hackathon” 
that attracts 1,000 college students, who, with sleeping 
bags and enough caffeine, manage to produce apps and 
programs (somewhat redundantly) of benefit to the environ-
ment.  And there’re other programs where chefs train one 
to eat “more sustainably.”  And all of it is free.  Indeed, 
Colin claims it’s “the best free thing” going on in Texas that 
weekend. 
 He decried the loss of natural spaces.  He recalls one 
where he used to hang out, drinking wine, that’s now a 
parking lot.  Our development is “spreading north to Lake 
Texoma.”  He challenged us to think of such places we’ve 
known and to shudder at what they’ve become.  As an ex-
ample, he told us of his Grandmother’s home outside Cork 
(south of Ireland) with its rocks and tide pools.  The beach 
there is now covered with plastic.  And it’s “not just Ire-
land but the whole world.”  He cited the son of Jacques 
Cousteau as a one-man garbage collector of beach plastic. 
 Returning to his Grandmother’s house, he recalls the 
40’ of clear water now turbid with algal bloom, and the 
cliff’s stone wall now disappeared from the rising sea level 
which has worn back the cliffs.  Here he lost all the climate 
deniers in the Geriatric Club of Plano. 








