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The Plano Rotary Club
www.PlanoRotary.com

Be an Angel’ for Special Needs Children

September 22, 2022 meeting At
president Janelle’s request,

John Caldwell gave the
invocation and Bob Kerr

led the pledge. Sgt at Arms,
Mike McCormack welcomed
Eleanore Knox, (who was
approved for membership) and
Karen Sheldon (on a visit from
California).

It was also good to see member
of Rotary and the Plano Council,
Rick Grady.

Notes from the President:
We return to Gleneagles Country
Club on 10/6.

Saturday, October 15, is

the Plano Interna-tional
Festival. Friday, October 21

is the Plano Rotary Football
Tailgate for All clubs. Go to
Clark Stadium at 5pm to find a

spot; the game begins at 7pm.
Other Rotary events: (1)
December 3 = Annual Holiday
Party for all Rotary clubs

in Plano; bring a coat (2)
December 8 = Shopping for
Angel Tree (3) December 10
= Plano Holiday parade (4)
December 15 = Wrapping for
Angel Tree (5) March 25 =
Texas Blues and Red Hots.

Our speaker, Denise Coffman,
spent almost 15 years in public
education working with children
of all ages. These experiences
& opportunities with children
helped her find her passion in
life and to begin thinking ‘out

continued on page 2



of the box’ for ways to reach the WHOLE
child.

She believes and lives by the quote “It's
not how you live, it's whose life you
change!” Having said all of the above
about Denise, it's no surprise that she
teamed up with Be An Angel DFW so they
could change lives together. As the new
Development Director for Be an Angel
DEW, she can continue her life's work of
helping the children and their families
that truly need it the most. Be An Angel
was created in 1986 by a concerned
parent to help special needs students at
T. H. Rogers School in Houston, Texas. In
2022, they expanded to the Dallas/Fort
Worth Metroplex. They are committed

to helping the 20,000+ angels and their
families with special needs in North Texas.
Be an Angel’s mission is very simple: “To
improve the quality of life for children
with multiple disabilities or profound
deafness by providing needed
adaptive equipment and select
services.”

The need is very large. There are around
6,000 special ed students in Plano and
about 530,000 students in Texas. As
Denise talked with families she found that
they had these concerns: (1) coping with
the emotional & physical demands of care
(2) a feeling of isolation (3) finding support
systems and (4) managing expenses. Be
an Angel offers support for each of these
concerns by providing adaptive equipment,
respite care, hearing aids, and two barrier-
free camps unlike any other. Many of

the children BAA serves spend their days
in @ wheelchair. In a wheelchair, they
constantly look up at their world. One

of the activities in the camps, which are
outside Houston, is horseback riding. This
allows them to finally look down for the

first time! There is special equipment to
transfer the child from their chair to the
horse.

Assistants then guide the horse and rider.

“We just had the most amazing, fun
weekend at camp Be an Angel. We could
not be more grateful for Be an Angel and
the wonderful people we met at camp. Our
daughter’s being in a wheelchair, didn’t
stop her from enjoying and participating in
every event, just like her sister did. Thank
you, to everyone who made this possible”
said one parent after camp.



Another unique service is providing hearing
aids. Schools provide hearing aids during
school hours, but the students must give
them back before they go home. This also
applies for summer and holiday breaks.
They literally go home in silence if they
don’t own a pair of hearing aids. Insurance
and Medicaid will only pay for one set

of hearing aids every 5 years! The
Christmas program is also very popular,
especially in DFW. In December 2021, it
involved 5100 Angels, 331 schools, 701
teachers, and many volunteers.

1

In the past 36 years, 38 barrier free
playgrounds have been built. Ten years
ago, BAA built their first DFW playground
at the Jo Kelly School in Fort Worth. The

Eleanore Knox

Proposed by: Johnny Lewis
Classification: Physician

Jo Kelly School serves over 50 of the most
medically fragile students in Fort Worth
ISD. For the ten-year anniversary, BAA
DFW is adding a huge freestanding swing
called a We Go Swing. With this swing,
special needs children can play with their
siblings and able-bodied friends.

BAA also supports a home in the Dominican
Republic for around 50 medically fragile
orphans and castaways. BAA & a local
Rotary group recently partnered to install

a water purification system. With this
system, they can sell clean water to help
support operations.

Funding for BAA comes from special
events (48%), end of year requests
(20%), donations (19%) and grants (9%).
Total revenue last year was $1,870,000.
Expenses include programs (71%),
fundraising (21%) and administration
(8%).

Whoever brings blessing will be
enriched, and one who waters will
himself be watered.

Proverbs 11:24 - 25




.
'm]] . .
, ACE eSO TES i

FENCE-DFW

Pam Little Jeff Beckley, CPA
President

p—— "‘“mumﬁ 1400 Preston Bd Ste 315, Plane TX 7509
Fax mm E781005 P T){?ﬁﬂ?-‘i etfbecklevardassocistes.com | 972-MR-0002

AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK OF TEXAS "' ] V|
§ Your Bank. For Life. *”UFFI/V[S !
Since 1924
www.huffines.net
Plano Banking Center 1

Casey W. Stewart 1101 E. Plano Parkway, Suite E PLATD

Regional Market President Plano, TX 75074 HUFFINES HUFFINES UFIE

972.309.0001 ext. 5937 Allen Banking Center

214.863.5937 direct 720 8. Greenville

214.863.6160 fax Allen, TX 75002
% caseystewart@anbtx.com www.anbtx.com

All Service, Body and Parts Departments Open All Day Saturday
Mare Lowis @ Hssociates, Ine. RE/MAX m %

CORPORATE AND PERSONAL TAXATION

DFW ASSOCIATES
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Jim Monroe CRS,CRP, GRI, ABR
BROHER

6959 Lebanon, Suite 201

Frisco, TX 75034

O 9723129000 D) 9723102444

J. Mare Lewts JD, LLM., EA

PRESIDENT

5045 Lorimar Drive MARC(@MARCLEWISTAX. COM . Jm Imodnoaleam. com
Suite 280 TEL: (972) 618-8224 g:m:ﬂx:: 2:::.::. JmonroeSellsHomes.com
Plano, TX 75093 FAX: (972) 618-2021

SIGNS® @ Alstate

wou're bn gocd hands
BY TOMORROW i
Atstate insurance Company

R 5601 Democracy Drive Suite 295
Maria Mottt 1101 OHIO DRIVE Plano, TX 75024

Owner PLAN OS.Il.J)I(T%S;g Office 972-596-3500

(0) 972-612-6220 EAX 97é-985-7822 Fax 9?2—59@—561?

(C) 214-454-6780 signsbytomorrow.com/plano peggyfenwick@allstate.com Personalized Service.
mmott@signsbytomorrow.com plano@signsbytomorrow.com www.allstate.com/peggyfenwick Trusted Advice.

Plano Symphony Orchestra

Hector Guzman, Muisc Director

alphagraphics

972.867.9216
5809 Preston Rd., Ste 582
Plano, TX 75093

us408@alphagraphics.com

Gregory Patterson

Executive Director

gpatterson@planosymphony.org

1635 Dorchester Dr. Plano, TX 75075
P: (972) 473-7362 x22+M: (469) 652-6614

www.planosymphony.org
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YEARS OF SERVICE
- JEFFREY BECKLEY |6 YEARS

GET NOTICED. GET BUSINESS.

Guests & Visiting Rotarians

Guest Guest of
Eleanore Knox Johnny Lewis

Home Club

Visiting Rotarian
none



