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What is Black History Month?
• Black History Month is an annual celebration of 

contributions and achievements by people of the 
African Diaspora. 

• Also known as African American History Month, the 
event grew out of “Negro History Week,” the brainchild 
of noted historian Carter G. Woodson. 

• In 1926, Woodson initiated the first Negro History Week 
in February to coincide with the birthdays of 
Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln.

• Woodson wanted to change the world’s perception of 
African Americans and recognize their contribution to 
American society and culture. 

“We should emphasize not Negro History, 
but the Negro in history. What we need is not 
a history of selected races or nations, but the 

history of the world void of national bias, 
race, hate, and religious prejudice.”

Carter G. Woodson 



The African Diaspora

The African Diaspora refers to 
the many communities of 
people of African descent 
dispersed throughout the 

world as a result of historic 
movements including slavery 

and forced migration.
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How does Rotary celebrate Black History Month?
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Black History Month:  Rotary Club – Guest Speakers



Black History Month:  Rotary Club – Social Media Posts



Black History Month:  Rotary Club – Social Media Post - Quote
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Black History Month:  Rotary Club – Websites
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Shandra Summerville – President Champaign Rotary Club (2021 – 2022)
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Rotary Celebrates Black History Month Across the World – Canada 
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Rotary Celebrates Black History Month Across the World – England / Tobago
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Rotary Club of Blue Bell – 2022 Black History Month Facebook Post
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Black History Month – Past Themes

2000. Heritage and Horizons: The African American Legacy and the 
Challenges for the 21st Century

2001. Creating and Defining the African American Community: 
Family, Church Politics and Culture

2002. The Color Line Revisited: Is Racism Dead?
2003. The Souls of Black Folks: Centennial Reflections
2004. Before Brown, Beyond Boundaries: Commemorating the 50th 

Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education
2005. The Niagara Movement: Black Protest Reborn, 1905-1909
2006. Celebrating Community: A Tribute to Black Fraternal, Social, 

and Civil Institutions
2007. From Slavery to Freedom: Africans in the Americas
2008. Carter G. Woodson and the Origins of Multiculturalism
2009. The Quest for Black Citizenship in the Americas
2010. The History of Black Economic Empowerment

2011. African Americans and the Civil War
2012. Black Women in American Culture and History
2013. At the Crossroads of Freedom and Equality: The 

Emancipation Proclamation and the March on Washington
2014. Civil Rights in America
2015. A Century of Black Life, History, and Culture
2016. Hallowed Grounds: Sites of African American Memories
2017. The Crisis in Black Education
2018. African Americans in Times of War
2019. Black Migrations
2020. African Americans and the Vote
2021. The Black Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity
2022. Black Health and Wellness
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2023 Black History Month Theme:  Resistance – A Journey to Equality

"If we accept and acquiesce in the face of discrimination, 
we accept the responsibility ourselves and allow those 
responsible to lighten their conscience by believing that 
they have our acceptance and concurrence. We should, 
therefore, protest openly everything... that smacks of 
discrimination or slander." —Mary McLeod Bethune

I had no idea that history was being made.  
I was just tired of giving up.”
— Rosa Parks
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2023 Black History Month Theme:  Resistance – A Journey to Equality
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"If we accept and acquiesce in the face of discrimination, 
we accept the responsibility ourselves and allow those 
responsible to lighten their conscience by believing that 
they have our acceptance and concurrence. We should, 
therefore, protest openly everything... that smacks of 
discrimination or slander." —Mary McLeod Bethune



2023 Black History Month – What you can do 

• Make a personal goal to educate yourself. Read a book, listen to a podcast, or attend 
events with African-American themes this month and throughout the year.

• Be an active ally. When you observe someone from an underrepresented group not being 
treated fairly, use your privilege to speak up and take action.
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