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LAST WEEK AT ROTARY- Mike Pearce, owner of “Slaps Restaurant” talked about the history of his family and the start of his BBQ business on 5th and Central Ave in the Strawberry Neighborhood area. Their original idea was to start with a food truck, but while cleaning up  a building, they decided to open up for lunch.  He told members about how he and his partners got into the business with very little knowledge of the business. They actually finished second on a TV food show. Their name “ SLAPS” is the abbreviation for ‘Squeal Like a Pig”. He talked about how they got started with three people into the twenty-eight employees they now have. They started out with 300-400 pounds of beef a day to 1500 pounds a day at the present time.  Usually a person stands in line to get waited on at noon. The schedule reads “Open Monday thru Saturday 11AM-3PM or until the meat is gone.” They were approached by the Heinz Company to do a commercial for their sauce. The name of their sauce is “KC Sweet and Smokey Sauce” and is now sold in local grocery stores.  We didn’t learn how to BBQ, but we learned how people with an good  idea can succeed. They have been in business for four years now and looking for ways to expand. Mike was very entertaining as well informative about how his business started and how it has grown in four years.
President Fred, back from vacation in California, opened the meeting and  Scott Kaufmann gave the invocation. Scott   led the singing and   Merle Parks introduced the visitors.   
NEXT WEEK AT ROTARY – Our speaker will be Ramon Valdez of the Innovation Lab. He will be discussing asylum law and detention/removal of immigrants/children fleeing persecution. 

Ted Garcia will be the program chair for the day.
 PAUL HARRIS DRAWING- Scott Kaufmann won the right to draw for the joker last week.  Scott did not draw the joker and the amount goes to $115.00 for next week’s drawing.
HEALTH REPORT- Bill and Marty Porter are back home after Marty’s heat attack she suffered in Washington DC. According to Bill, she is feeling better and will begin physical therapy in the coming weeks.

VETERANS PROJECT- The board has approved a project to help veterans moving into “Tiny Homes” location. The project is to fill welcome baskets full of toilet articles. Andrea Spalding is the chair for the project. Andrea passed out a signup sheet for members to contribute articles to the project. She asked members to bring articles to luncheon meeting as soon as possible. The goal is to fill 13 “Welcome Baskets” to the veterans as thy move into the new homes by May 15th. Club members are invited to the Veterans homes location on Tuesday, May 29th at 4:30pm and the welcome baskets will be presented at that time. A tour of the facilities will follow. Members wanting more information can call Andrea at 913.219.7568. More information to follow in the coming weeks.
KANSAS CITY DAY- Dan Duncan reminded members that all members working on KC Day will receive 2 tickets to the game and two tickets to the Royals refreshment tent prior to the game on April 10th game.  Members can also get an attendance makeup for selling papers by notifying the secretary.
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Where the Gate to Kansas Swings Open
The Kansas City, Kansas Rotary Club was organized on November 2, 1915 and received its charter as Club No. 195 in January 1916.  Its members take pride in more than 100 years of Rotary service to the community and to international fellowship.  From this Club have come five District Governors and two Directors of Rotary International.  The Club’s history is as rich as that of the community it represents. Following the Lewis and Clark expedition which camped at the nsas City, Kansas, this area became an important center for fur trappers.  In the following years, many Indian tribes were relocated here from the East.  In 1842 the Wyandot Indians acquired land here and founded a town.  During this period, and for the next five decades, this area became the main gateway to the inviting majesty of the sprawling Kansas Prairie and the American West.  This was where the frontier began.  Pioneers found river transportation, outfitters and the beginning of the Santa Fe and Oregon Trails.  After the covered wagons came major trunk railroads and barge lines.          

In 1886, Kansas City, Kansas received its charter as an incorporated city, combining the towns of Wyandot, Argentine and Armourdale.  (Rosedale was added in 1922.)  Kansas City, Kansas is the site of the first industrial park in the United States, home of the prestigious University of Kansas Medical Center, and the location of the National Agricultural Hall of Fame and the nationally recognized Kansas Speedway.

Near the geographical and population centers of the contiguous United States, it is in the temperate latitudes at an elevation of 726 feet above sea level.  The average rainfall is 35 inches.  The average mean temperature ranges from 30°F in January to 80°F in July.  The lowest recorded temperature was -23°F on December 23, 1989, and the highest was 113°F on August 14, 1936.  Our city’s population of 145,000 and 155 square miles rank it 158th among cities in the United States.

Welcome to Kansas City, Kansas Rotary, and the vibrant community it represents.

Rotary Websites:
KCK Club: www.rotarydowntownkck.org, District: www.rotary5710.org, International: www.rotary.org
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WHERE NEARBY TO MAKE UP ATTENDANCE
MONDAY

Bonner Springs (11:45am) --------------------------------- Twister Bar & Grill, 13100 Kansas Ave.
Overland Park (11:30am) ----------------------------------- Doubletree Hotel, 10100 College Blvd.
TUESDAY

Gladstone (7:00am) -------------------------------------- Fairview Christian Church, 1800 N.E. 65th
Johnson County-Sunset (5:15pm) ------------------------- Hilton Garden Inn Olathe, 119th & I-35 
WEDNESDAY

Overland Park South (7:15am) ------------------------ Deer Creek Country Club, 7000 W. 133rd
Leavenworth (Noon) --------------------------- Riverfront Community Center, 123 S. Esplanade
KCI, Missouri (Noon) -------------------------------- Granite City Pub, 8461 NW Prairie View Rd.
Shawnee Mission (Noon) ----------------------------- Sylvester Powell Center, Martway & Lamar
Olathe (Noon) -------------------------------- Olathe Community Ctr, 1205 E. Kansas City Road
Kansas City South, Missouri (Noon) ------------------------------- Jess & Jim’s, 517 E. 135th St.
Waldo-Brookside, Missouri (5:15pm) ----------------------------- Waldo Pizza, 7433 Broadway
THURSDAY

Johnson County (7:15am) --------------------------- Crowne Plaza Hotel, 12601 W. 95th, Lenexa
Leawood (7:15am) ---------------------------------- Hallbrook Country Club, 11200 Overbrook Rd
Village West (7:15am) -------------------------- Famous Dave’s, 1320 Village West Pkwy., KCK
Gardner (7:30am) ---------------------------------------------- Gardner Community Ctr., 128 E. Park

Santa Fe Trail (7:30am) --- Mid-Am Nazarene U, 2030 E. College Way, Campus Ctr.,Olathe
Kansas City, Missouri (Noon) -------------------------------- The Gallery, 61 E. 14th Street, KCMO
FRIDAY

Desoto (7:00am) ------------------------ Desoto United Methodist Church, 8760 Kill Creek Road

Shawnee (7:15am) --------------------------------------------------- Town Hall, 11600 Johnson Drive
Plaza, Missouri (7:15am) ------------------------------------ Grand Street Cafe, 4740 Grand Ave.
North Kansas City, Missouri (Noon) ------------------------------ NKC Library, 2251 Howell Street
Parkville, Missouri (Noon) ------------------------ Park University Underground, Woodard Center
Lenexa (Noon) ------------------------------- Lakeview Village, Southridge Bldg., 14001 W. 92nd
Meeting make ups can be made 14 days before or after the missed meeting.

Please see the Secretary for the world directory of all Rotary Club’s meeting times, days and places.
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