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Child poverty costs Kansas’s economy $4.0 billion a year.1 One of the most important strategies to cut poverty is to invest in 

high-quality, early care and education which leads to better high school graduation rates, higher worker productivity,  lower 

rates of violent crime and a skilled future workforce.2 

 

Children from low-income families benefit substantially, both cognitively and behaviorally, from high-quality, early childhood 

education, thus helping to close the income gap. Societies with greater economic equality have better physical health; less 

violent crime; less mental illness; fewer teenage pregnancies; and better natural environment3 

 

Workforce development is a critical component of Kansas’s economic well-being. To compete globally, Kansas needs a 

capable, innovative and productive workforce. High-quality, early care and education increases our future workforce’s:  

 English proficiency; 

 literacy and comprehension ability; 

 math proficiency; 

 soft skills—i.e., critical thinking, problem solving, communication and creativity; and 

 Abstention from substance abuse and incarceration.4 

 

For every $1 invested in high-quality, early care and education, Kansas reaps a rate of return between $7 and $12. 

 Short-term economic gains are reflected in:    

o the expansion of output and incomes as more parents are able to enter the paid labor force;  

o increased productivity of parents in the paid labor force when their children are in high-quality programs. 

 Long-term economic gains are reflected in: 

o the higher salaries the children earn later in life; 

o the greater economic contribution to society that these salaries tend to reflect; and  

o the higher resulting tax payments. 

 Fiscal savings for the government are reflected in:  

o lower incidences of grade retention and special education;  

o elevated high school graduation rates and college-attendance rates; 

o reduced reliance on social support programs; and  

o less engagement with the criminal justice system.5 

 

Kansas will likely recoup most of its own investments in pre-kindergarten: 85 percent of 16-year-olds will live in the same 

state where they attended pre-kindergarten, and 65 to 75 percent of children will continue to live in that state during their prime 

working years.6 

 

In addition to preparing our future workforce, investments in high-quality, early care and education will attract new businesses 

and skilled labor to Kansas.7 

 

“All other infrastructure sectors in our economy receive significant public support because we recognize that the private sector 

alone cannot bear the cost of a quality infrastructure. Public goods require public investment. All of society benefits from 

quality child care, but parents still bear the majority of the costs. By recognizing the importance of child care as a part of 

economic recovery, we can now push to have child care included as a priority investment in future infrastructure and economic 

development programs. Our economy depends on it.”8 
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