
Hops and Grapes
Tasting Event

2016 BALLOT

Please choose two of the organizations listed below that you feel should benefit from proceeds generated by the Hops and Grapes Tasting event.
It was decided by the board that a charity can only receive funds from this event for two years in a row.  They would not be eligible for the third year.  After a year off the ballot they would be able to be considered again for the distribution of funds that is profited from this event.
· ASPIRE
· Boys and Girls Club

The Boys & Girls Club would love to have your support due to it’s track record of positive growth.  Over the past several years our daily attendance has grown at our Waterloo Site, from 55 kids per day to nearly 160 per day, with more growth to be seen by the end of the school year.   On top of that we have added new sites and have shown that our Club kids on average get better grades in school, attend school more often, and get in less trouble at school compared to those who don’t come to the Club.   In an effort to make the success of our kids even greater, if awarded Hops and Grapes funding, we would use it to improve the technology resources at the Club.   Science experiment kits, robotic kits, tablets for increased book reading, and hiring science teachers on staff are some of the ways we would plan on using the funding. 
· Boy Scouts of America, Winnebago Council

The Winnebago Council, Boy Scouts of America has revitalized its Scout outreach program on the East side of Waterloo.  We have hired college outreach workers to deliver the Scouting programs after school in East side neighborhoods.  Kids will benefit in programs that build character, build confidence, achieve conflict resolution and help young people make positive choices.  
Scouting is 115 years old and has a stellar track record of changing lives.  We are very excited to once again deliver “Scoutreach” to waterloo youth.  Funds received from Hops and Grapes will go directly into membership and program delivery of this program.
· Community Health Initiative, Haiti (CHI)

If you are looking for something different, an inspirational group that makes a huge impact, The Community Health Initiative, Haiti (CHI) is it! ​ “We believe that health is not simply the absence of disease, but the ability to fulfill human potential.” CHI is a not​for​profit organization, headquartered in Iowa, founded in January 2012. Much of our work is conducted in a small rural community in Haiti where we return 5​6 times each year to offer continuous primary health care clinic services. To date we have served nearly 15,000 Haitian patients. Our work is guided by the people living in the Haitian community. Together we have reduced infant mortality, increased sanitation and clean drinking water, and begun to work on economic development opportunities. We are currently working with local groups from the Cedar Valley to share resources and expand our services. Support from the Downtown Waterloo Rotary Club, through Hops & Grapes, would go a very long way in serving Haiti through Iowans. After all, we are committed “Until the Work is Done!” ​
· Family and Children’s Council of Black Hawk County

The mission of Family & Children’s Council is to prevent child abuse and strengthen families.  We have a variety of programs that provide education in schools, direct services to families, and community outreach.  Our programs and services reach 13,000 children and families annually.  We’ve been collaborating with community partners since 1980 to fulfill our mission.   

Black Hawk County ranks fourth highest in the state for child abuse cases.  One out of five children is affected in our community.  We’re the only agency providing these unique programs and services to help prevent another child from becoming part of these statistics.  

· Families First Counseling

· Grout Museum
Bluedorn Science Imaginarium:  Travelling exhibit summer 2016.  Sportsology explores the science of sports, health and nutrition.  This exhibit is comprised of a series of hands on challenges including Pitching Cage, Vertical Leap, Great Grip, Balance, Hang Time, Action Reaction Wall and Wheelchair Racer.  Visitors will test their athletic abilities while learning how their bodies work.

· Junior Achievement

Junior Achievement is the nation's largest organization dedicated to giving young people the knowledge and skills they need to own their economic success, plan for their future, and make smart academic and economic choices.  Our programs teach kindergarten through 12th grade students about work readiness, entrepreneurship, and financial literacy. Junior Achievement of Eastern Iowa serves a 10 county footprint, including Black Hawk, Bremer, Buchanan, and Grundy counties in the Cedar Valley area. JAEI serves over 39,000 students with local professionals in the classroom as volunteers and is ranked #1 in market share out of 113 offices.
 
· United Way

· Rotary Special Events

Our club hosts several events throughout the year. Pork chop dinner, family picnic, steak fry, honors luncheon, volleyball banquet, and football banquet.  These events currently are financed through the Rotary operating budget. Due to a decline in membership, some of this will not be possible if our membership rates stay the same.  The committee and board thought it would be prudent to include these events on the ballot, so as to continue the great outreach services we provide every year to our community!

· Waterloo Center of the Arts

The Friends of the Waterloo Center for the Arts would like to be considered as a recipient of funds raised at the 2016 Rotary Hops & Grapes event. The Friends of the Art Center is a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting the Waterloo Center for the Arts in furthering its mission to promote the arts in the Cedar Valley. The fundraising and volunteering efforts of this dynamic group support art acquisitions, exhibitions and conservation of works in the collections, as well as educational and outreach programming. This past year, over 128,140 people were served by the Waterloo Center for the Arts and 20,790 children and families experienced the Phelps Youth Pavilion. Rotary’s support is an investment in your community and ensuring that essential arts programs and services are available for all. Thank you for your consideration. 
· Waterloo Community Playhouse

The Waterloo Community Playhouse has served Waterloo for 99 years. In July 2016, the Playhouse and its companion company, The Black Hawk Children’s Theatre, will embark on a lavish and unprecedented season. Plans include the musicals Singin’ in the Rain and A Christmas Story – The Musical (a new work for the area) and dramas including To Kill a Mockingbird produced in conjunction with the Waterloo Public Library and the National Endowment for the Arts. The rest of the season will be announced in December 2015. The company is also celebrating its 50th year in residence in the Hope Martin Theatre at Waterloo Center for the Arts. We respectfully request consideration of support in the amount of $ 2,000.00 for the season.  This level would allow us to reflect Rotary as a co-sponsor during the season in appreciation for the gift and support by its members. Each show will include exhibitions of memorabilia and video interviews highlighting each period. Displays will be in the Waterloo Center for the Arts, the Grout Museum and available online. Our goal, while increasing our budgets by nearly $50,000, with four musicals in place of two is to increase social capital for the organization by attracting larger and more diverse audiences than we have seen in recent years and by increasing the number of musical theatre presentations that are increasingly in demand.
 
LEAVE YOUR COMPLETED BALLOT ON THE TABLE!

November 2015

