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1. Summary:
November 2025 has been an amazing month and a high-water mark for the Rotary Club
of Bristol, RI:
▪ Received a Hope Award at a State House function as the best nonprofit, and an

“Organization of the Year” designation from the Bristol Sports Club.
▪ Completed two fundraisers that yielded almost $50,000 that will be used to support

many local charities and May Giving.
▪ Received Public Service recognition for establishing a website collection point for

food pantry donations during the impact of the government shutdown.
▪ Allocated more donations from the Bristol Rotary’s Charities Foundation funds for gift

cards to local pantries and senior groups over the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
▪ Added 4 new members to the Club in November.
▪ Established an Endowment Fund to grow financial resources for Bristol Rotary’s future.

2. Hope Awards:

The Rhode Island HOPE Awards celebration was held at the capitol on Thursday, 
November 13. November is Nonprofit Appreciation Month. The Alliance for Nonprofit 
Impact at United Way of Rhode Island hosted the First Annual Rhode Island HOPE 
Awards, where they honored one nonprofit and one volunteer from each General 
Assembly district, nominated by members of the General Assembly.

3. Bristol Sports Club Award:
On Saturday November 1, at a reception for Steve Contente as the well-deserved Man of the 
Year for 2025, Elisio Castro, President, announced that next year, breaking the tradition of 
choosing a man or a woman as person of the year, it has chosen Rotary Club of Bristol 
Rhode Island as the Organization of the Year. “This is an organization that has been tirelessly 
helping our community and local people in need for almost 99 years. In addition, it has 

“For the First Annual Hope awards, the Rotary 
Club of Bristol been selected as the top non-profit 
of District 69 (Bristol & Portsmouth) which is 
served by State Representative Susan Donovan. 
Bruce Cox, as President of Bristol Rotary, accepted 
the award for Bristol Rotary. In addition, the top 
charitable volunteer of the District selected, was 
Mary Jo Fidalgo -Tavares, past president of Bristol 
Rotary and leader of many impactful fundraisers 
supporting the local community.” 
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communities as the Azores and Haiti.” Bristol Rotary wishes to express its heartfelt 
appreciation to the Bristol Sports Club for the honor of being selected to be “Organization of 
the Year.” 

4. Dinner for 2: 
For the second year, we ran a Dinner for Two – Anywhere in the World Fundraiser. All 
proceeds from the fundraiser directly supported The Women’s Resource Center and School-
based Family Services. The Women’s Resource Center is well known for its help to survivors 
of domestic violence. Bristol HEZ’s School-based Family Services has offices in both the 
Kickemuit Middle School and Mt. Hope High School to help students and families with basic 
needs including lunches, clothing, hygiene products, food insecurities at home, 
psychological issues, health products and much more. Each charity, will receive $10,000. 

The winners of the Dinner for 2 Sweepstakes, chosen on November 17 at the Bristol Yacht 
Club from a ticket sold by Sandra Andrade, were James and Susan Thompson of South 
Dartmouth, MA.  See below: 

reached out to support orphanages, shelters and schools for children in such international 
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5. Welcome Aboard Gala: 
On November 15, we ran our annual fundraiser at the Bristol Yacht Club called the “Welcome 
Aboard Gala.” The purpose of this fundraiser every year is to support our May Giving Donation 
Event. At this Event, Bristol Rotary donates to support the needs of over 30 charities in our 
community and some internationally. The funds are not only from this fundraiser, and but also 
from funds donated to Bristol Rotary’s Charites Foundation - a 501(c)(3). Bristol Rotary’s May 
Giving has donated to charities who meet the needs of the homeless, children and families 
with food insecurities, the abused children and women, students’ needs at all 3 levels of local 
schooling, from Middle School to College, children and adults on the autism spectrum, and 
many more great charities helping people in need.  Our motto for the annual Gala is “Help Us 
Help Others.” For our May Giving, the Gala raised almost $30,000. Thank you to all who 
donated Live and Silent Auction items, and helped set up!      

6. Food Pantry donations and Press coverage: 
Posted in the Bristol Phoenix Public Service Page, November 3, 2025 2:50 pm 

Help the local Food Banks at this critical time! 
Bristol Rotary can help you help them 

“Bristol Rotary Club has received urgent requests from both the East Bay Food Pantry 
and the Friends of St. Elizabeth's Food Pantry. Due to the continued government 
shutdown and the suspension/reduction of SNAP benefits, both organizations are 
experiencing a critical shortage of food supplies.   

To help address this immediate need, Bristol Rotary donated funds to both organizations 
and setup a web page where anyone can donate with a credit card. All funds will be split 
evenly between to two local food banks. ‘We made this web page for our members to 
participate, and now, we make it available to anyone who wishes to meet this critical 
need.’ This is a tax-deductible donation.” 
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7. New members: 
▪ Bryan Dunphy - Edward Jones Advisor. sponsored by Doug Gablinske.
▪ Andrew Robinson - owner of tech firm, Robinson Consulting. Sponsored by

Johnathan Birs.
▪ Deborah Metaxas – former Bristol Rotary President, rejoining the Club, sponsored by

Jacques de Labry, who was himself sponsored in 2013 by Deborah.
▪ Nancy Coelho - Branch Manager, Centerville Bank in Warren, sponsored by Gina Helm.

8. Donations planned by the end of the 2025 Calendar Year: 
▪ Friends of St. Elizabeth Food Pantry (96 gift cards), $2,880 – Thanksgiving
▪ Franklin Court Independent Living (85 gift cards), $4,250 - Christmas
▪ Food for Kids (EBFP) Program, $3,500 – Christmas
▪ Benjamin Church Senior Center (40 gift cards), $2,000 – Christmas

9. Endowment Fund: 
Our Club has been fortunate for the past 2 years, and after Covid, to have become stronger 
than ever. This was largely due to creative fundraisers and to donations, which allowed us to 
have two straight years of donating over $100,000 to charities in the local community and 
some targeted international projects.  

Bristol Rotary’s Charities Foundation has established an Endowment Fund and will 
encourage members and friends of Bristol Rotary to donate to the Fund over the years to 
come. The donations to the Fund are, not only to support a charitable organization that has 
successfully given back to the community for almost 100 years and will continue to do so, 
but also, it provides, as a 501c3, a source of tax-deductions donations for year-end-giving.  

At the present time the Endowment Fund contains $35,000 as a result of donations in 
previous years and over time is targeted to reach $1million before 5% can be used for 
charitable donations. This month we have also received pledges for donations to the Fund: 

▪ John Pilitsis pledged a donation of $5,000 a year, over a 3-year period
▪ John Birs pledged a continuous donation formula based on his business activity
▪ Next year and every year, a $10,000 portion of a recurring annual donation will

be applied to the Endowment fund.
▪ It is our hope that former and active Rotarians will be motivated to continue to

help their Club in this manner, but can also take advantage of the tax-deduction
feature for year-end-giving.
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10.   Happy Holidays! 

November has indeed been a good month for Bristol Rotary.  As the holiday season begins, 
from Thanksgiving through New Years, we wish you and yours a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry 
Christmas (Felize Navidad) and Happy New Year. Enjoy the time off, if any, and the time with 
your families. Likewise, consider that statement as your December – Newsletter; it’s a time 
for a month off! See you in January 2026. 

 Bruce Cox 


