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Ron Kohl grew up in Chico, California, and has been
a San Diego resident for 33 years. His time in San
Diego started in 1981 with a 6 year stint in the US
Navy, stationed on the Aircraft Carrier, USS Kitty
Hawk. He currently lives in Scripps Ranch and has a
20 year-old son, Brandon. Ron is owner and presi-
dent of Phone Systems Plus, a telecommunications
company he started 28 years ago. He has been a
member of the La Jolla Golden Triangle Rotary Club
for over 20 years, is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow,
in the Paul Harris Society and a Benefactor. An avid
drummer for many years, Ron is in his church wor-
ship band and a Rotary band, The California Cogs.

Some of his Rotary accomplishments include:
District Conference Treasurer 2003-05
LJGTRC Membership Chair 2003-05
District Council Sergeant At Arms 2004-05
District Conference Chair 2005-06
LJGTRC Program Chair 2005-07
District Membership Committee 2006-07
District Foundation Speaker 2007-08
LJGTRC Program Chair 2008-09
District Leadership &

Development Academy 2008

District Foundation Gala Treasurer 2008-09
LJGTRC Board Member 2007-11

Interact Symposium Leader 2009-10
District Registration Committee 2009-11
Model UN Committee 2011-14

RYLA Facilitator 2010-13

LJGTRC Board Member 2012-14

District Registration Chair 2012-14

LJGTRC President Elect 2013-14

During the 2014-15 year, Ron will be taking a break
from any District positions to focus on his duties as
President of “The Most Dynamic Rotary Club in the
world”!!!!

Let’s make this a great year, building goodwill, hav-
ing fun and Lighting up Rotary!!
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THE FOUR-WAY TEST

of the things we think, say or do

first

Is it the TRUTH?
second
third

Will it build GOOD WILL
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

fourth

Will it be BENEFICIAL to
all concerned?
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President Brett got our meeting off to
an early start to fit in our 2 speakers for
the day.

Our Rotarian of the Day Tom Hinton,
is a new Rotarian who joined our club
a few months ago. Tom is a native
of Washington, D.C. and a graduate
of the University of Maryland. Tom
serves as president and CEO of CRI
Global, LLC and is the author of four
books on business excellence and
personal growth. Tom and his wife
Jean have 2 daughters, one (Rebecca)
just graduated from the University
of Oregon and has been accepted for
Graduate Studies at University of San
Diego. Daughter Megen is a Lieutenant
in the US Navy. Tom shared with us his
love for golf, world travel and especially
songwriting --- let’s hear it Tom!

Guest announcements by  Will
Moore (in his dashing Hawaiian
Shirt) introduced a number of guests,
including Brett’s wife and First Lady
of Rotary for 2013-2014 Holly,
and their guest, Erin from Rancho
Santa Fe. Steve Brown introduced
his son-in-law Dan and Wayne Davis
introduced his son Steven Davis, a
visiting Rotarian from Escondido.

Fine Master Will Moore exposed
Jacque Riley on a clothing issue where
she noted there were dresses in the
Clothing for Success that she did not
think appropriate for Dress for Success
and apparently decided to wear a
highly noticeable Red Hawaiian Dress
to a Rotary event - obviously getting
some notice from others. Well - where
are the photos??

For a High-Five, Rick Clark announced
his ability to get a balanced healthy
meal from a BLT and French Fries. He
claims it qualifies as 3/4 vegetarian
(Lettuce, Tomato & Potatoes)?

President Brett offered his thanks

to our esteemed photographer Bill
Keane for a touched-up version of
Brett’s “Black-Eye” photo - now to
be used as the cover photo for Brett’s
new book “Surfing for Dummies
and Why Not to Stand-Up and
Look Like a Fool”. President Brett
continued his thanks for the awesome
Promote/Demote Event planners
and participants. President Brett
recognized Mike Bardin as having
been honored at Tuesday evening’s
Governor’s Dinner as Rotarian of the
Year for District 5340. Along with this
honor, he also received from the City of
San Diego the Proclamation of June
24th as Michael Bardin Day. Also at
the Governor’s Dinner, Sandi Reimer
was honored with a Distinguished
Service Certificate.

Linda Stouffer updated us on the
Club’s Art & Craft Beer Festival on
June 28th.Joel Candid noted he needed
a couple more volunteers for the event.
Kim Schafer reminded us of the 4th of
July party at Bev Fritschner’s starting
at 7PM. Dave Davis of the CLOGS
presented the club with a $1,000 check
for their performance at the Del Mar
Rotary Club event plus a $400 check
as being auctioned for another event.
In appreciation to Jay Hatfield and the
Braille Institute for hosting numerous
breakfast meetings when the Marriott
was unable to accommodate, a check
for $1500 was presented.

Nathan Clookie and Melissa
Matthews Relay for Life Specialists
with the American Cancer Society
spoke to us about the Relay for Life
Fund Raising Event - thanking the club
for its support last year where the club
was recognized as the second largest
raising participant.

Our featured speaker for the day
was introduced by Bev Fritschner.
Tom Seidler a member of the Padres

ownership group involving the
O’Malley family members (from the
great Dodger Team Days) along with
local owner Ron Fowler. The current
ownership is in its second year of
operations and Tom noted they see
their commitment as being a 30 to
40 year commitment. He notes that
they have a lot of building to do get
a product on the field that supports
the Petco Park experience that has
greatly improved the food venues
and what the fans expect. They are
focused on making the Padres a
championship team through the Farm
Team process, developing players
from the Dominican Republic, Cuba
and Mexico. Now being more active
in the International market is starting
to pay off with an outfielder from the
Dominican Republic Academy (5-tool
impact player) probably starting next
year and recently signed pitcher from
Cuba, who made his major league
debut this last week. With one of the
significant partners in the Ownership
group being from Mexico and owning
2 teams in Mexico and with the new
Mexico Baseball Academy, now opens
more doors to possibilities of new
quality players. Even though there is
a lot of ground work being laid out,
Tom thinks solid results won’t start
showing up for 2-4 years. He believes
having a “First-in-Class” farm team is
the basis of building and maintaining
a Championship team while using free
agents to assist in the balance.

President Brett closed the meeting
by honoring the Executive Team
Members, Avenue of Service
Members, the Board of Directors,
Membership Team Members, the
Fund Raising Team, as well as Bill
Keane - Photographer, Steve Brown
for mentoring Brett and, Pam Russell,
who introduced Brett to the La Jolla
Golden Triangle Rotary Club. Finally,
Brett gave a special thanks to wife,
Holly, with a Paul Harris Fellowship.
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[ was born in the Bronx, in New York
City. I lived within walking distance of Yankee
Stadium and could see the outside of the Stadium
from my bedroom. According to my mother I used
to play in the park with one of Mickey Mantle’s
children. I grew up as an avid Yankee Fan. When
I was seven my family moved to Rockaway Park,
New York and I lived there until college. Rocka-
way is where the major plane crash occurred two
months after 9/11. It is also the Peninsula where
hurricane Sandy caused the major storm and fire
damage in Breezy Point. [ attended Brooklyn
Technical High School, one of three specialized
science and math High Schools in New York.

I received my BS in Accounting from SDSU in De-
cember 1976. I earned my CPA Certificate in Janu-
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ary, 1983. I developed a fairly large solo account-
ing practice. Eventually I found the practice of
accounting to be less and less satisfying. In 1991
I sold my practice. In 1993, good fortune led me
to an introduction at New York Life. [ began my
new professional career in May 1993. With the
unbelievable passage of 21 years I still find myself
enjoying my career as a Financial Profession with
New York Life selling Life Insurance, Long Term
Care Insurance and retirement directed financial
products. I still keep my CPA license current and
use that knowledge as a resource to help me pro-
vide the best service for my clients.

I live in Scripps Ranch with my wife Kris and our
two children. Kris is a third grade school teacher
for the past 18 years at the Lexington Elementary
School in El Cajon. She was awarded Teacher of

v

the Year for the Cajon Valley School District in
2011. Our son Alec is 15 and starting his sopho-
more year at Scripps Ranch High. He is pursuing
a future as a musician. He plays in the San Diego
Youth Symphony and has earned placement in
the CA All State Honor Band each of the
past two years. Our Daugh-

ter Katie is 11 and en-

tering 6th grade at

Marshall Middle

School. She plays

the saxophone.

She also enjoys

playing  soft-

ball, collecting

American  Girl

dolls and tortur-

ing her brother.
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