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Nathan Clookie
Relay for Life – Specialist
American Cancer Society

I’m a lifelong surfer and recent skin 
cancer survivor. I’m currently manag-

ing 5 Relay For Life events in San Diego 
County including:

Relay for Life of Pacific Beach

Relay for Life of Clairemont

Relay for Life of Coronado

Relay for Life of San Diego Downtown

Relay for Life of Del Mar

Melissa Matthews
Relay for Life Specialist with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society

I have a long history of cancer in my 
family and became involved with Relay 

for Life in college as a way to fight back. 
Relay for Life afforded me the opportunity 

to fight back against cancer even though I was far from 
those in my family who were battling the disease. 

I currently manage 5 local Relay events including:
Relay for Life of UCSD
Relay for Life of Cal State San Marcos
Relay for Life of Vista
Relay for Life of Torrey Pines High School 
Relay for Life of Del Mar

Tom Seidler enters his second full sea-
son as a member of the Padres owner-
ship group.

Seidler moved to San Diego from Visa-
lia, where he spent the previous six 
years operating the Visalia Rawhide 
minor league club in the Advanced-A, 
California League. Seidler served as 
President and General Manager of the 
franchise, overseeing ballpark renova-
tions and unprecedented attendance 
growth. Under Seidler’s leadership, 
the Rawhide went from having the 
lowest attendance among all 120 full-
season minor league teams to break-
ing a 62-year-old attendance record 
in 2009, the first of four consecutive 

years of all-time record attendance.  In 
2012, Seidler was recognized as Execu-
tive of the Year, and the Rawhide was 
tabbed Organization of the Year in the 
California League.

Prior to leading the Rawhide, Seidler 
held various roles in professional base-
ball with the Los Angeles Dodgers, Port 
St. Lucie Dodgers/Kissimmee Dodgers, 
Great Falls Dodgers, Stockton Ports 
and Leones del Caracas. Since 1999, 
Seidler has served as president of the 
Mudville Nine Foundation for Kids, an 
organization focused on improving the 
education and athletic opportunities 
for children.

Seidler earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from the University of Notre Dame 
and a Master of Business Administra-
tion from the Owen School at Vander-
bilt University. He is a proud full-time 
resident of downtown San Diego and 
currently serves on the board of direc-
tors of the Downtown San Diego Part-
nership and Big Brothers, Big Sisters 
of San Diego County. Seidler also is a 
member of the Athletics Committee of 
the Board of Trustees of the University 
of San Diego and a member of the San 
Diego Downtown Rotary Club 33.
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4 WAY TEST

For Rotary, The Four-Way Test is the 
cornerstone of all action. It has been 
for years, and it will be in the future. 
Of the things we think, say or do

As Rotarians, we should have The Four-
Way Test in mind in every decision we 
make, all day long. Our utmost responsi-
bility is to Speak The Truth, to Be Fair, to 
Build Goodwill and Better Friendships, 
and to do our very best in all situations.

4 Way Test was developed  
in 1932 by 

Herbert J. Taylor.

---- 1 ---- 
Is it the TRUTH?

---- 2 ----
Is it FAIR to all concerned?

   
---- 3 ----

Will it build GOODWILL 
and 

   better FRIENDSHIPS?
    

---- 4 ----
Will it be BENEFICIAL 

 to all concerned?

Report
JULY2014

4............................................ Holiday

11................................... Joel Candib

18................ Kathleen Roche Tansey

25................................... Mike Bardin

Our Rotarian of the day was Rita Lim. 
She opened the meeting with pledge of 
allegiance ahead of invocation. Born in 
Malaysia of Chinese dissent, she lived 
in three continents. America is the first 
place that made her feel at home.  As 
such, the pledge of allegiance is like 
a prayer to her. Malaysia is a Muslim 
country, where she escaped genocide, 
violence. She shared some words of 
wisdom:  “if it is not truthful and not 
helpful - don’t say it; if it is truthful 
and NOT helpful - don’t say it; if it is 
truthful and helpful - wait for the 
right time”. She practiced as a scientist 
for 20 plus years. The dark side of 
business (marketing, sales, etc.) made 
her change from being an introvert  to 
an extrovert. She shared her experience 
about people (by drawing a parallel 
with different types of bananas (green 
ones, yellow ones and plastic ones)!

Will Moore introduced several guests; 
Lisa Miller, orthopedic surgeon,  from 
Downtown Rotary Club; Steve Brown 
had a guest Karen Davis - retired 
pediatrician from Kaiser looking to 
join Rotary; Romik Kesian had a 
guest - his co-worker Kyle Dupree; 
Jennifer Schaffer brought her 
significant other. Several high-fives: 
Pam Russell for a couple who got 
engaged- they had first met at the La 
Jolla New Generation Rotary Club; 
Ellen Bryson for her nephew who 
lives in Tucson, AZ where he started 
a very successful Interact club - he 
just received a $250K scholarship to 
University of Virginia; Sandra Scherf 
for Rick Clark for organizing the infra 
structure for our fundraiser; Louise 
Andres had a high 20 to acknowledge 
the tremendous support from our club 
for her upcoming coronation to District 

Governor; Tom  Hinton acknowledged 
his daughter’s graduation from the 
University of Oregon.

Brett had a special presentation for 
Steve Brown. Pam mentioned that for 
the last four years our club has been 
the home for the Rotary Foundation 
Trustee. Steve Brown has been one of 
the 15 Trustees worldwide. As Steve’s 
term comes to an end, Pam and Steve 
will take the banner to Club 5 in Los 
Angeles (the home club of Steve’s 
successor).  During his term, Steve, has 
done most impressive and impactful 
job of any Trustee in the history of 
Rotary. A big Thank You Steve!

Jennifer Schaffer and Peter Copen 
received their red badge. Club 
announcements included: for our 
upcoming fundraiser, Linda Stouffer 
mentioned that we need 10x10 pop 
up canopies. (seven members raised 
their hands, they were asked to get in 
touch with Mike Schwarz); we need 
clicker/counter for beer garden (Jay 
Hatfield has one and will bring); need 
walkie-talkie (someone mentioned 
that our district has one). Linda 
thanked Dave Wiegman and Jay for 
hanging  banners over Genesee and 
La Jolla Village Drive. Susan Schwarz 
mentioned about Promo/Demo event 
at Braille Institute to night. Ron Kohl 
welcomed back Louise Andres from 
RI convention. 35 members have 
registered for the District Council event 
scheduled for 24th June and several 
others have registered online. He also 
mentioned that it is bittersweet that 
altho we are losing our Trustee banner, 
we are gaining a District Governor.  
Jacquie Reilly asked for and received 
additional help for registration at the 

Fundraiser. Joel Candib gave details 
about the manpower help needed. Kim 
Schaffer talked about sign-ups for the 
4th of July party at Bev Fritschner’s 
home.

Laara Gervais, on behalf of Sheila 
Henry (committee chair, who was on 
travel), described project highlights 
of our Vocational Services Committee, 
which has recently undergone a series 
of changes. The committee is now 
focused on promoting, educating, 
mentoring , and encouraging business 
opportunities within our Rotary 
club and our community. It is truly 
amazing how much work has been 
accomplished during a short period of 
one year.

Our speaker of the day was Win 
Cox from Women’s Empowerment 
International. Laara presented a 
check of $1,000 to WE on behalf of 
the Vocational Services Committee. 
WE is a 560 member, all-volunteer, 
San Diego based 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, whose  mission is to 
give women the tools they need to 
work their way out of poverty. WE 
has been active both locally as well 
as internationally and has  funded 
over 1500 small repayable business 
loans. The organization was founded 
in Dec. 2003 and one of the founders 
was our very own Jan Percival. In 
addition, Steve Brown was also very 
instrumental in directing Win to 
Rotary, who is now a member of Poway 
Rotary Club.

Meeting was concluded with a joke 
from Brett, which was so sophisticated 
that it sailed right over my head!

Krishna Arora
ReporterFROM THE JUNE 20 MEETING
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Bill Keane
PhotographerFROM PROMOTE / DEMOTE PARTY
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GOLDEN TRIANGLE
ARTS & CRAFT 

BEER
F E S T I V A L

LOCATION
8810 Judicial Dr.
San Diego, CA 92122
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NOBEL 
Athletic Fields 
and Recreation Center

Fun!
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Meet Tom Hinton, a new Rotarian who 
joined our club a few months ago. Tom 
is a native of Washington, D.C. and a 
graduate of the University of Maryland. 
Tom serves as president and CEO of CRI 
Global, LLC, a leading association man-
agement company with several offices 
across the country.  Tom is the author 
of four books on business excellence 
and personal growth. He’s also an ac-
complished professional speaker and 
songwriter. 

Tom and his wife, Jean, an accountant, 
reside at Mt. Woodson near Ramona. 
He has two daughters. Megan, 28, is a 
graduate of USC and earned her Mas-
ter’s Degree at SDSU’s School of Pub-
lic Health. She serves as a Lieutenant 
in the U.S. Navy. Rebecca, 22, recently 
graduated from the University of Or-
egon and is pursuing her Master’s de-
gree in Secondary Education from USD.

Tom enjoys songwriting, travelling 
the world, and playing golf. He had his 
first hole-in-one last December at Mt. 
Woodson GC.
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