
SPEAKERS AND EVENTS

RI President 2018-19 
BARRY RASSIN
District 5340 Governor 2018-19  
MEL GALLEGOS
LJGT Rotary President 2018-19
RICK BINDER

APRIL 2019 - SPEAKER
26.............................Bonita Museum and Cultural Center

Wendy Wilson

MAY 2019 - SPEAKER
03.................. Kadampa Meditation Center in Point Loma 

Gen Kelsang Lhadron 

10........................................................Teacher of the Year

Nancy Gatschet

17.................................Early Days of the Golden Triangle

Dory Beatrice

24............................................ Celebrating Memorial Day

Rick Clark

31.............................................. Steffanie Strathdee, PhD

Kim Schafer

JUNE 2019 - SPEAKER
07........................................................Coach Rocky Long

14........................................................ Vocational Service

21..................................................Women in Afghanistan

Shamayel Nikzad

A s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
a r t s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  
Wendy Wilson-Gibson 
has extensive experience in 
media communications and non-
profit arts management.  From 
concept to final product Wendy 
enjoys collaborating with private 
collectors, clients, non-profits, 
and museums to conceptualize 
exhibitions and explore  visitor 
experience and immersive 
experiences. As an artist she has 
studied and worked as a practicing 
artist in new media arts focused 
on the intersections  of art and 
science as well as data collection 
and display. As a curator, she 
has conceptualized, funded, 
and produced multi-media 
installations and exhibitions 
exploring contemporary, new 
media, and theory-based subject 
matter as well as exhibitions 

exploring the history of personal 
collections and the relationships 
involved in art creation.

Currently Wendy is the Executive 
Director of The Bonita Historical 
Society which operates the 
Bonita Museum & Cultural 
Center (BMCC).  The museum is 
located in the idyllic Sweetwater 
Valley, easily accessible from the 
805 or 54 freeway in South Bay, 
San Diego.  The museum hosts 
ten exhibitions per year relating 
to the history of San Diego South 
Bay, as well as highlighting the 
artwork of local and regional 
artists.  Currently the museum 
is hosting the National Sculpture 
Society based in New York 
and their Southern California 
member sculptors including Mehl 
Lawson, Mark Edward Adams, 
D.L. Engle, and Adam Matano.  

These artists receive national 
recognition for their large scale 
public sculpture of animals.

The BMCC also has a gallery 
devoted year around to the history 
of the Sweetwater Valley.  The 
outdoor area of the museum is 
home to Imperial Beach collective 
Art Kids of San Diego who host 
“Art in the Museum” days every 
second and fourth Saturday.  
The patio is also home to a fire 
truck play structure designed 
by artist Anna Stump as well as 
an archeological pit to recover 
artifacts from early San Diego.

Wendy’s great grandparents came 
to San Diego in the 1860’s.  She 
is married to Brian Gibson, a 
museum fabricator and artist.  
Together they have three children. 
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OF THE THINGS WE 
THINK, SAY OR DO

ROTARIAN OF THE DAY
Nancy Gatschet began with 
an excerpt from a Buddhist 
prayer. She then introduced 
us to a condition called fa-
cial infiltrating lipomatosis 
which is a genetic muta-
tion that causes one side of 
the face to be larger than 
the other. The gene identi-
fied as causing this condi-
tion is also found in women 
with breast cancer. Nancy’s 
granddaughter Vela is one 
of a very few who have this. 
In their search for more in-
formation about facial infil-
trating lipomatosis, Nancy 
and her family found an in-
ternational Facebook group 
that has brought 30 mem-
bers together who share the 
same condition. By connect-
ing with this group, Vela was 
able to meet a young woman 
named Wilma (from Hol-
land) who also has this 
condition. Vela and Wilma 
formed a special bond… 
Vela was Wilma’s flower girl 
when she married. Despite 
her condition, Vela is a very 
positive and happy girl who 
responds well when others 
are curious about why her 
left cheek is larger than her 
right.

VISITORS AND GUESTS
Brett Morey’s guest was 
Scott Shoemaker with 
Ahern Rental Service and 
Sales. Nancy Gatschet’s 
guest was Nancy Creech 
who is an Administrative 

Director at a meditation cen-
ter. Nick Milsner’s guest was 
his sister, Kristen Milsner. 
Rotaractors Eden, Bradley, 
and Joe also joined us. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rick Binder informed us 
that Jennifer Schaffer’s hus-
band Hal passed on Mon-
day. He will update us if he 
receives more information. 
Steve Balch reminded us 
that the Ronald McDonald 
House luncheon at Rady 
Children’s Hospital will take 
place on May 12th from 
10:00 to 2:00. Ellen Bryson 
announced that her “bun-
nies” made 80 Easter bas-
kets.

Jim Davies gave us an up-
date on Q Fest… all behind 
the scenes matters are go-
ing on now. We still need 2 
pourers. Please continue to 
sell tickets! David Tansey 
announced that we are going 
to start a Pathways to Peace 
Committee. Please stick 
around after next week’s 
meeting. He would like to 
connect with the other com-
mittees.

BADGES
Jacquie Reilly presented 
Ranjan Lahiri with a blue 
badge. Ranjan is on the Vo-
cational Committee and has 
been a member for about a 
year. Dr. Gary Schneider-
man was inducted as a new 
member in the form of a 

wedding ceremony that was 
officiated by Brett Morey. 
After about a year with the 
Del Mar Rotary Club Gary 
realized he wanted to belong 
to a larger club. He likes the 
diversity of projects LJG-
TRC offers.

PRESENTATION
Brett Morey spoke to us 
about the Rotary Rose Pa-
rade Float. This is the 41st 
year Rotary has sponsored 
a float. This may be the only 
form of advertising Rotary 
has and with 74 million 
viewers it makes Rotary rel-
evant in the world. There 
are 6 ways to get involved… 
help decorate the float, be-
come a major donor, be an 
outwalker during the pa-
rade, be a float rider, attend 
the holiday party, and attend 
the Rose Parade. 

Brett shared his experience 
with the Rose Parade and 
invited 4 other LJGTRC 
members to share their ex-
perience about being in 
the parade. Pam Russell, 
Fary Moini, Steve Brown, 
and Linda Stouffer-Wallis 
shared their experiences. 

If you are interested in join-
ing this year’s holiday party 
it will take place on Decem-
ber 30th. The theme for the 
2020 float is “Hope Con-
nects the World.” For more 
information please visit 
rotaryfloat.org.
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At the regular meeting of our Club, our Founda-
tion will hold its annual meeting of the Members 
of the Foundation on May 31st in order to reelect 
Alex Monroe, Linda Stouffer Wallis and Luke Ervin 
as Directors.   
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MAY 2019

03.......................Pam Russell

10...............Marty Rosenstein

17........................Rich Papike

24........................Janine Pack

I have been a member of 
LJGTRC since September 

1996 and have served on 
the board and as Treasurer. 
Currently still prepare club’s 
annual tax returns. I was a 
reformed Kiwanian and Dr. 
Dennis Bucko was my sponsor. 
I did have to wait until they 
allowed additional CPAs in 
the club since there were 
occupational limits back then.

I was born and raised in 
Connecticut, attended college 
briefly, served 4 years in the 
USAF, returned to school and 
graduated from the University 
of Connecticut.

I moved to San Diego in January 
of 1974 to begin my CPA career 
with Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & 
Co (PMM) – then one of the Big 
8 accounting firms. I received 
my accounting and auditing 
experience with PMM and then 
moved over to Arthur Young 
(AY) for several years of great 
tax experience.

After leaving AY, I have been 
a partner in several local area 
firms. I presently work out of the 
Sabre Springs area in my firm 
“Professional Advisory Group”. 

When I joined LJGTRC, my 
office was here in the UTC area 
across from Sears. 

I have 2 grown sons from an 
earlier marriage, one – Matthew 
– lives in Lemon Grove with 
his wife Bethany and I have a 
granddaughter and a grandson 
from them! My other son – 
Thad – lives in Nashville, TN 
and I have one older grandson 
from his first marriage. Thad is 
married again to a wonderful 
woman – Debbie. 

As you know, I lost my wife, 
Meg Adams, to Pancreatic 
Cancer in August, 2018. Meg 
and I had been together since 
March of 1993 and she fought 
that disease for 29 months. 

Thank you all for your love, care 
and understanding for both of 
us during that terrible time.  
Many in the club knew Meg 
very well and visited and stayed 
in touch with her (and I) when 
I was not attending regularly 
since I was the primary 
caregiver. I miss her terribly 
but I try to embrace one of her 
sayings every day  – Forward 
Ever, Backward Never. She 
would want it that way!

EMIDIO
DelConte

FORWARD EVER 
-  B A C K W A R D  N E V E R  -

PRESIDENT.............................................................................................Rick Binder

PRESIDENT ELECT (2019-20)......................................................Kimberly Schafer 

PRESIDENT ELECT ELECT (2020-21)........................................... Emidio DelConte

TREASURER..................................................................................... Sharon Council

SECRETARY.....................................................................................Nancy Gatschet

PAST-PRESIDENT/FOUNDATION...................................................  Alex Monroe
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