
The Life & Times of 
Dean Dickinson



Grandparents 
Dickinson

Grandparents 
Buchholz



November 18, 1944



October 20, 1945



May 24, 1949



September 
1950



Polio Epidemic of 1952
• 57,628 cases

• 3,145 died
• 1,873 children

• 21,269 paralysis

• Salk 1952- 1955
• Sabin 1957-1962

• 1953- The Farm



1950 - 1955
• Elvis Presley

• 1954 – Brown vs. The Board of Education

• 1954 – Henry Aaron 

• 1955 – Rosa Parks/ Selma Bus Boycott



1955 - Dickinson Funeral Homes



Elmer Grassman – 7th Grade



Social Media Pre-iPhone



1956 - 1963

• Boy Scouts of America

• 1961 – Church Convention Miami
• 1963 – “I have a dream” 

• 1963 – Graduated from Logan High School
• 1963 – Dickinson Funeral Home Jackson Street
• 1963 – JFK Assassinated in Dallas



1963 - 1970 

• 1963-1969 – UWL

• 1968 – MLK Jr. Assassinated

• 1968 – RFK Assassinated

• 1968-1970 – University of 
Minnesota



1970 – 1971 Vietnam



1971 – 1976

• Joined the family 
firm

• Built Onalaska 
Funeral Home

• 1973 – Joined 
Rotary Club of La 
Crosse

• 1976 – Got married



1983 – 2002
• 1983 – Marissa is born

• 1985 – Tyler is born

• 2002 – Retirement



2004 – 2005 Club President

2009 – 2010  District Governor



“The essence of Rotary is in 
reducing life to passionate 
engagement, to that pureness of 
heart that is at once ethical, 
committed and purposeful.  It’s 
about making room in our lives and 
hearts for others.”

-Glenn Estess PRIP



Three Generations Serving 
the Community







“Many times each day I realize how 
much my outer and inner life is 
built upon the labors of others, both 
living and dead and how earnestly I 
must exert myself in order to give in 
return as much as I have received.”

-Einstein and Dickinson 




