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Let’s talk trash

Which bin? 
Recycling or Trash

What is happening globally, regionally, and locally?



GLOBAL





How long until it is gone?

• Balloons – 6 months

• Milk carton – 5 years

• Plastic bags – 10-20 years

• Styrofoam – 50 years

• Beverage (6 pack) holder – 400 
years

• Plastic water bottle – 450 years



REGIONAL 
(USA)
• Run by private 

companies

• Market changes

• Business cycles
• CHINA is no longer buying 

our recycling and we are now 
stuck with it all



FUN FACTS

*The energy used to 
produce all the plastic 
bags that a typical 
household goes 
through in a year is 
enough to light that 
same house for 6 full 
months



Regional/Local 
Connections

Marine debris numbers from 
Midway Atoll National Wildlife 
Refuge, 2016.

The Mississippi River 
watershed (from MN to LA) is 
the likely one of the largest 
sources of oceanic plastic 
debris. 



LOCAL
• Many businesses are under contract with specific companies 

like Waste Management (WM)

• Each municipality is different
• Harter’s: City of La Crosse and City of Onalaska recycle plastics 

#1,#2,#4,#5
• Hilltoppers: Town of Onalaska, Holmen, West Salem, La Crescent 

(and more) recycle plastics #1 and #2 only

• La Crosse County, Vernon County, Houston County (MN) all 
have municipal disposal sites





LOCAL



Hilltoppers – Single Stream



What does single stream recycling look like?



Can you recycling this?



Can you recycle this?



Can you recycle this?



Can you recycle this?



Can you recycle this?



Can you recycle ALL of this?





WHAT MORE CAN WE DO?
• REDUCE – REUSE – RECYCLE 

• Reduce your usage of single use plastics 
• Reuse plastic packaging as many times as you can
• Recycle rather than throw away

• See litter, PICK IT UP
• Regardless of what it is, pick it up, and properly dispose of it

• Avoid products with excessive packaging

• Bring a reusable bag for shopping or try reusable containers

• Talk trash and educate those around you 
• People can’t change what they don’t know about, so help spread the word.




