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What is EMA?

 Emergency management is the coordinating body for response and recovery when more 

than one department is responding to a community emergency

 Works with police, fire, EMS, volunteers, businesses, and residents

 Coordinates with the local, county/regional, state or federal agencies when additional 

resources are required

 Facilitates cooperation in the work of disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, and 
recovery 



Local EMA

 Each of the 29 towns in York County has an Emergency Management Director, as required 

by state law

 Serves as a liaison to the York County EMA

 Prepares and maintains the town’s Emergency Operations Plan

 Analyzes all threats and hazards posed to residents and infrastructure

 Oversees sheltering and evacuation



Where Can I Learn More About 

Emergency Preparedness in Kennebunk?

 Kennebunk EMA Director – Fire Chief Justin Cooper

 Kennebunk Fire & Rescue

 Website: kennebunkmaine.us/kfr

 Facebook: Kennebunk Fire-Rescue

 Phone: (207) 985-2102, ext. 1354 (Non-Emergency)

 Don’t forget about local, print, and social media – they can

      be great resources during emergencies!



How Can I Receive Emergency Notices if 

the Cellular Network is Down?

 Consider all alternatives

 Radio/TV: 

 AM/FM Radio

 Purchase a NOAA Weather Radio 

 Monitor local TV

 Wi-Fi-Enabled Devices

 Sign up for text and/or email alerts from your local jurisdiction (RAVE from York County)

 Download relevant hazard alert and warning apps on your phone

 Monitor social media

 Note: If conditions are bad enough, local departments are prepared to distribute information at key 
community gathering points (fire stations, police stations, etc.)

 Potential for municipal HAM radio



Does Kennebunk (or York County) have 

the equivalent of a ready/set/go 

evacuation program?

 No, however part of preparedness is considering what you would do if you or your family needs 

to evacuate quickly

 We recommend that you

 Know where you will go (i.e., shelter, house of a family member) and consider if you will need places that 

are pet-friendly

 Know your evacuation route

 Bring your emergency kit (don’t forget about pets and medications)

 Follow local evacuation orders

 Monitor any updates to know when it is safe to return home



What Actions Can I Take?

 Step 1: Knowledge is power - know the hazards and your risk (ex: if you live in a flood prone 

area)

 Step 2: Have an Emergency Kit

 Step 3: Make a Plan

 Step 4: Stay Informed 

 Step 5: Look Out for Your Community 



Step 1 – Knowledge is Power

 Tornadoes

 Earthquakes

 Hurricanes

 Strong Winds

 Flooding

 Droughts

 Power Outages

 Wildfire

 Severe Thunderstorms

 Blizzards, Snow, Ice

 Radiological

 Biological

 Security

Hazards in Our Area



Step 2 – Have an Emergency Kit

 Disasters are unpredictable! Make a kit 

with some of the items shown here

 Make it a family and community effort!

 Include everyone in the household

 Consider age-appropriate tasks for 

younger children, such as including 

their favorite toy

 Share your insights and questions with 

others around you –they may have tips 

and tricks that you may not have 
thought of



Step 3 – Make a Plan

 Communication Plan

 Emergency contacts and information

 What medium will you use to communicate?

 Evacuation Plan

 Primary and secondary routes

 Emergency kit contents – key supplies & documents

 Family meeting place – both for when emergencies happen at home and outside of the home

Essential Elements



Step 4 – Stay Informed

 On iPhone: Go to Settings → Notifications

 Scroll to the bottom and you’ll see a 
section titled “Government Alerts”

 On Android: Settings → 

Notifications → Advanced 

Settings

Confirm your device can receive emergency alerts



Step 4 – Stay Informed

 Sign up for text and/or email alerts from your local jurisdiction (RAVE from York County)

 AM/FM Radio

 Purchase a NOAA Weather Radio 

 Download relevant hazard alert and warning apps on your phone

 Monitor local TV and social media

 Note: If conditions are bad enough, local departments are prepared to distribute information at 

key community gathering points (fire stations, police stations, etc.)

Other Key Actions Mentioned Earlier



Step 5 – Look Out for Your Community

 Contribute to the well-being of your community by: 

 Checking in on neighbors

 Participating in local community drills

 Sharing skills and knowledge

 Sharing resources

 Volunteering

 Supporting local businesses

 Reporting hazards to local authorities



Countywide Resources & Info

 Website: yorkcountymaine.gov/ema

 Facebook: York County Emergency 

Management Agency

 Instagram: @YorkCountyEMA

 X (fka: Twitter): @YorkCountyEMA

 RAVE Emergency Alerts:

 https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/re
g.action?pa=YorkCountyMaineEMA

 Or Text “YORKCOUNTYALERTS” to 226787

https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=YorkCountyMaineEMA
https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=YorkCountyMaineEMA


FEMA Resources

Emergency Alerts

 https://www.ready.gov/alerts

 https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2
020-03/ready_know-your-alerts-and-

warnings.pdf

FEMA Preparedness Materials

 FEMA Preparedness Website: 

https://www.ready.gov/plan

 FEMA 12 Step Preparation Checklist: 

https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-

06/ready_12-ways-to-prepare_postcard.pdf

 Emergency Supply List: 
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-

02/ready_checklist.pdf

https://www.ready.gov/alerts
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/ready_know-your-alerts-and-warnings.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/ready_know-your-alerts-and-warnings.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/ready_know-your-alerts-and-warnings.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/ready_12-ways-to-prepare_postcard.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/ready_12-ways-to-prepare_postcard.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/ready_12-ways-to-prepare_postcard.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-02/ready_checklist.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-02/ready_checklist.pdf


Interagency Operability and Automatic Aid



Run Cards with Dispatch



Run Cards with Dispatch 



Questions?



Thank You!
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