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GRAIL  FAMILY  SERVICES 

Patti Van der Burg introduced Gabriela Alva-

rado of Grail Family Services. As stated on 
their website: 
 
Our mission at Grail Family Services is to 
strengthen family capacity to support young 
children’s positive educational outcomes and to 
build a thriving com-
munity. 
 
Our  mission turned 

into objectives: 

• young children who 
thrive in school and in 
life 

• parents who confi-
dently help their chil-
dren thrive 

• a community of 
parents that support and encourage each other  
 
WHAT WE DO 

 
 1. Provide direct services that support 
the healthy development of children ages 0-9 

years. Programs include: 

• Hablemos Juntos (oral language develop-
ment) 

• Raising a Reader Plus (early literacy) 

• Yes We Can...Read! TM (reading mentors) 

• State-funded Preschool (kindergarten 
readiness) 

• EQ4Kids (socio-emotional skills develop-
ment) 

• Summer Literacy & Enrichment Academy 
(bridging the summer learning gap) 

 
2. Provide parents 
with the tools, knowl-
edge and skills to sup-
port their children's 
success in school and 
in life. Programs in-

clude: 

• NuParent 

• English as a Second 
Language (ESL) 

• Yes We 
Can...Read! TM (parent workshops) 

• Building Blocks of Parenting (BBP) Family 
Engagement Program 

• Support Groups 

• Case Management 
 
3. Provide training and support to profession-
als who work directly with children ages 0-9 
years. Professional development programs in-

clude: 

  

Today’s speaker Gabriela Alvaredo 



• SEEDS and Building Blocks of Parenting 
Training for child care Providers 

• Building Blocks of Parenting Family Engage-
ment Training for service providers 

• Building Blocks of Parenting Family Engage-
ment Training for teachers 

 
EVALUATION APPROACH 

 For Grail Family Services, understanding 
the impact of our programs and feeding the 
learnings back into programming is essen-
tial. As a first step, we've broken up our mis-

sion into three organizational objectives: 

1. young children who thrive in school and in 
life 

2. parents who confidently help their children 
thrive 

3. a community of parents that support and 
encourage each other 
 
Each program includes documented expected 
outcomes. We complement these results with 
the use of other evaluation tools to get a bet-
ter idea of what's working, what's not, and 
what we should improve. We are currently pi-
loting tools to measure impact across programs 
and through time. Here is how the objectives 
are broken down, and how we will see if we're 
making progress toward meeting them:  
 
1. A young child who thrives at school and 

in life shows age-appropriate development 
along 5 domains: communication, gross mo-
tor, fine motor, problem solving, and per-
sonal-social  

 ...as measured by the Ages & Stages Ques-
tionnaire - 3 (ASQ-3). ASQ-3 is a highly valid, 
reliable, and accurate developmental screening 
tool for children between 1 and 66 months, 
completed by parents and designed to high-
light a child's strengths as well as areas of 
concern.  

2. A parent who confidently helps her child 

thrive: 

1. understands her child’s development 

2. creates a stimulating learning environment 
early on 

3. fosters a nurturing and consistent relation-
ship with her child 

4. engages community resources and acquires 
skills to benefit herself and her family 
supports her child's schooling, in school and 
out 

 ...as measured by... 

1. parent knowledge and behavior along four 
domains of child development – physical, socio-
emotional, cognitive, language 

2. parent home practices (based on StimQ), 
theory of intelligence (Growth Mindset, C. 
Dweck) and perseverance (Grit, A. Duckworth) 

3. Six Dimensions of Parenting: A Motivational 
Model, adjusted Appendix A 

4. reduced Resourcefulness Skills Scale (RSS) 
5 questions on understanding of US education 
system, child’s school readiness (e.g. rested, 
fed, w/hw complete); communication with 
school; etc. 
 
3. A community of parents that support and 

encourage each other is made up of parents 
who take care of themselves and build a net-
work of social support  
...as measured by a single-item questionnaire 
on stress symptoms, two-question question-
naire on depression (PHQ-2), three-item ques-
tionnaire on social support (one item from 
SIMSS)  
 
Gabriela Alvarado,  
Parent Services Coordinator 
408-347-7892 ext. 306 
galvarado@gfsfamilyservices.org 



 
 
Editor Julian Rodriguez 
 
Photos Don d’Arms 
        
 

 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 
 

Meeting  
 

Presiding 

Vice President Grady Jeter 
 

 

Pledge 

Gordon Levin 
 

 

VISITING ROTARIANS 

             — Gregg Butterfield 

 Brenda Davis, San Jose Rotary 

  

WE CARE 

 John Colwell tells us John Eshleman is 

doing quite well. 
  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Reminder: Champion forms are due end 
of February. 
 
 Patti Van der Burg and Kathy Murt-

feldt reminded us to keep thinking about those 
contributions to the CrabFest Auction coming 
up January 28. 
 
 Tom Boyce reminded us of the Shelter 

Box Project, as documented in the December 
issue of “The Rotarian”. Lloyd Grant added 
that we have donated some $10,000 over the 
past eight years — serving from Sri Lanka to 
South Africa. 
  
 

 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 

 

Jan 17    Red Badge Presentations 
 
Jan 24    “Looking Toward the Future 
      in Los Gatos” — Mayor Marico Sayok 
 
Jan 31    “Silicon Valley Reads Celebrates 
      its 15th Anniversary” 
     Dr. Mary Ann Dewan 
 
Feb 7    High School Speech Contest 
     

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Jan 28    Annual CrabFest and Auction 
     St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
              Saratoga 
 
Mar 3    Annual Rotary Ski Competition 
     Lake Tahoe 
 
Mar 4    Annual Tahoe Ski Competition Dinner 
              at John Colwell’s 
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TUESDAY 

 

MOUNTAIN VIEW 

Historic Adobe Bldg. 

Moffett Field 

SANTA CRUZ Sunrise 

7:15 am De La Viega Golf 

CAMPBELL / S.J. West 

Eastfield Ming Quong Ctr 

251 Llewellyn Ave 

SUNNYVALE 

Lookout Rest. Muni Golf 

GILROY  Elks Lodge 

2765 Hecker Pass Rd 

FREMONT   

Massimo’s Restaurant  

MONDAY 

 

PALO ALTO   

Ming’s Restaurant 

1700 Embarcadero Road 

MILPITAS 

Embassy Suites Hotel  

901 E. Calaveras 

SCOTTS VALLEY 

Hilton Hotel 
 

All meeting times 12:15 pm  
Unless noted otherwise 
 
Los Gatos Lodge 

50 Los Gatos-Saratoga Rd 

THURSDAY 

 

SAN JOSE Sunrise 

This club no longer meets 

ALMADEN VALLEY 

Boulder Ridge Golf  

1000 Old Quarry 

SANTA CLARA 

Hilton Santa Clara 

4949 Great America Pwy 

SAN JOSE EAST 

Ranch Golf Club 

4601 Hill Top View 

 

Web site addresses: 

 

Los Gatos 

 http://www.losgatosrotary.org 

District 

http://www.rotary5170.org 

International 

http://www.rotary.org/ 
 

FRIDAY 
 
SAN JOSE North 

HP Pavilion Arena 

SARATOGA 

Community Center / 12 n  

SANTA CRUZ 

Elk’s Lodge / 12:10 pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Los Gatos Lodge 

50 Los Gatos-Saratoga Rd 

WEDNESDAY 

 

SUNNYVALE Sunrise 

7:00 am Le Boulanger 

LOS GATOS Morning 

7:15 am Los Gatos Lodge 

50 Los Gatos-Saratoga Rd 

SAN JOSE  Summit Ctr  

4th & San Fernando 

CUPERTINO 

Quinlan Comm. Center 

WATSONVILLE 

Elk's Lodge 

MORGAN HILL 

Morgan Hill Comm. Center 

FELTON / San Lorenzo  

Mt. Hermon  Ctr. / 7 am 
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Web site addresses: 
 

Los Gatos 

 http://www.losgatosrotary.org 

http://www.clubrunner.ca/losgatos 
 

District 

http://www.rotary5170.org 
 

International 

https://rotary.org 

 

SISTER ROTARY CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 

MONDAY 

 

PALO ALTO   

Ming’s Restaurant 

1700 Embarcadero Road 

MILPITAS 

Embassy Suites Hotel  

901 E. Calaveras 

SCOTTS VALLEY 

Hilton Hotel 
 

All meeting times 12:15 pm  
Unless noted otherwise 
 
Los Gatos Lodge 

50 Los Gatos-Saratoga Rd 

As the Cat Tale will again be published on our web site, we will cease posting new member info and member address cor-
rections in the Cat Tale, for privacy reasons. For this information, use the  Clubrunner Members Area, which is NOT 
available to the public. 

  
 

 

MEMBER INFORMATION 



MEMBERS INDUCTED 

Neal Mudgett  

Michelle Behr  Jack Chevlen  

James Park 

Canan Sonuk  

Michael Bisbee  

Margaret Smith  Madeline Smith  

IN FY 2015-2016 

Leola Edmond  



MEMBERS INDUCTED 

Geraldine Arce 

Angelique Pimentel Henry Vitkovich 

Joyce Cordi 

Dick Konrad 

David Karwowski  

Marty Fishman  

IN FY 2015-2016 

Ketan Shah 

IN FY 2016-2017 MEMBERS INDUCTED 



MEMBERS INDUCTED 

Gordon Levin 

Greg Butterfield 

Chad Clemings 

Janice Gali  

Amy Potts 

AnnMarie Valle 

Patti Van der Burg 

Cathy Schumacher Kathy Murtfeldt 

IN FY 2014-2015 

Shane Rogers 



 

 

ROTARY CLUB OF LOS GATOS 

 2016-2017 OFFICERS 
 

 President       Tony James 

 President-Elect      Suzanne Boxer-Gassman 

 Vice President      Grady Jeter 

 Secretary       Andrew Stearns

 Assistant Secretary     Paul Mudgett  

 Treasurer       Dan Snyder  

 Assistant Treasurer      Ed Bowen 

 Immediate Past President    Rodg Griffin  

         

 

ROTARY CLUB OF LOS GATOS 

2016-2017 DIRECTORS 
 

 Club Meetings Director     Andrew Howard 
 Membership & Communications Director  Charles Erekson  

 Club Events Director      Dan Doore  
 Community Relations Director    Amy Potts 
 Youth Services Director     Wes Sadumiano  

 International Service Director     Grady Jeter  
 Rotary International Foundation Co-Chair  Avis La Grone 
 Rotary International Foundation Co-Chair  Dan Snyder 

 Sergeant-at-Arms      Russ Klein  
 Rotary International President    John F. Germ   

 Rotary District 5170 Governor    Jeff Orth  
 Assistant District Governor for Area 8   Hung Wei  


