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   The Rotary Club of Ocean City - Upper 
Township in-person dinner meeting for 
Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023, at 5:30 pm, will 
include a program by Blanche Adams 
about the food distribution program that 
has been developed by the Tuckahoe Unit-
ed Methodist Church.        
   Blanche was recently selected as this 
year’s OCUT Rotary Citizen of Year and 
she will be formally recognized during the 
Township of Upper’s annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting ceremony, to be held Mon-
day, Nov. 27th at 6:30 pm, at Township 
Hall.  
   Blanche will be accepting the Citizen of 
the Year designation on behalf of the many 
volunteers that have helped her with food 
programs hosted at her church.  
   Blanche has been an Upper Township 
resident for 53 years, formerly from Ocean 
City.  She received a BA in Business Man-
agement from Stockton University and 
spent 40 years at Heist Insurance in Ocean 
City as Senior VP of Marketing and Com-
munication. Cur-
rently, Blanche is a 
substitute teacher 
in the Estell Manor 
and Dennisville 
school districts. 
   A passion for sup-
porting small busi-
nesses led her in 
2012 to serve with 
the Upper Township 
Business Associa-
tion as a volunteer, 
past president and 
current board mem-
ber. 
   Blanche is cur-
rently the Adminis-
trative Board presi-
dent of the Tucka-
hoe United Meth-
odist Church and 
director of food 
pantry operations.  

Little Free Pantry: 
   The “Little Free 
Pantry” concept 
came to her atten-

Rotary Club Nov. 9th Program  

Features Tuckahoe Food Distribution  

tion in late summer 2019. She brought 
the idea to the church pastor and the 
church board, and all agreed it would be 
a good fit for their little 
church. 
   The little white box 
that sits on busy Route 
49 in Tuckahoe out-
side the church build-
ing was built by church 
members and pat-
terned on a plan pro-
vided by littlefreepan-
try.org, the organiza-
tion that founded the 
concept in 2016. 
The concept is neighbors helping neigh-
bors, and visitors take what they need 
and leave what they can. The pantry 
gives 24-hour anonymous access to food 
to anyone in need and provides an op-
portunity for our community neighbors to  

Blanche Adams  

Tom Kozempel, center, Governor of Rotary District 7505, visited a joint meeting of 
the Somers Point and Ocean City – Upper Twp. Rotary Clubs on Wednesday, Oct. 
18, 2023. This was Governor Tom’s annual visit for our Clubs. Also pictured is Lisa 
DiTroia, President of the Somers Point Rotary Club and Ted Lands, President of 
the Ocean City – Upper Twp. Rotary Club. In appreciation of Governor Tom’s visit, 
OCUT Rotary Club President Ted Lands will be presenting Tom with a certificate 
commemorating that 200 more children will be immunized in his name as part of 
the Club and Rotary International's continued commitment to eradicate Polio from 
Planet Earth. The luncheon meeting was held at Josie Kelly’s Public House, 908 
Shore Rd, Somers Point. ## 

Continued on Page 2  

OCUT Rotary Club President Ted Lands, 
left, and Rotarian Ralph Cooper at the 
annual Ocean City Welcome Night, Oct. 
25, 2023. ## 

http://ocutrotary.org/
http://www.facebook.com/oceancityuppertownshiprotary
http://www.facebook.com/oceancityuppertownshiprotary
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Continued From Page 1  
help by leaving food in the pantry.  
The box is stocked with nonperisha-
ble food and toiletries. Church and 
community volunteers stock it daily 
and it is emptied quickly.  

Community Food Bank Partner-
ship: 
   In 2022 Blanche connected with a 
staff member of the Community Food 
Bank of South Jersey at a networking 
group. She told the Tuckahoe Little 
Free Pantry story and the Food Bank 
expressed an interest in working with 
their church to expand the CFB ser-
vices into the northern part of Cape 
May County. 
   In April 2022 the Community Food 

Bank and the Tuckahoe UMC, 
along with community volunteers, 
launched the first Mobile Food 
Pantry, serving about 35 families. 
The most recent monthly distribu-
tion served 54 families and the lo-
cal program continues to grow.  
   In September 2023 the Tuckahoe 
UMC was approved as a full net-
work partner, which means the vol-
unteers will now run the food distri-
bution independently, with contin-
ued support from the CFB.  We 
see the need and the gratitude of 
the families we serve and are com-
mitted to continuing to make some-
thing “big” from something “little”, 
Blanche said.  

Rotary Nov. 9th Meeting Location: 
Somers Point Diner, 8 MacArthur 
Blvd, Somers Point, NJ 08244. 
   Rotary Inter-Clubs, quests, pro-
spective members, and the general 
public are always welcome to attend 
Rotary meetings.  
   Please see the OCUT Rotary Club 
website for future meeting times and 
locations. > http://ocutRotary.org 

Rotary Club of Ocean City - Upper 
Township: To learn more about the 
OC-UT Rotary Club contact Rotary 
Club President Ted Lands | 
ted_lands@hotmail.com 
Mailing address: PO Box 1187, 
Ocean City, NJ  08226 ## 

Rotary Club Nov. 9th Program Features Tuckahoe Food Distribution  

OCUT Club Helps Support Rotarian Family’s Fundraiser  

Rotary Club of Ocean City - Upper Township  

Tom Burns calls family to the stage at the end of an emotional and 

heartfelt evening. 

Rotarians Sue Burns and Anthony Rizzotte. (Kelsey photo 

bombs, on left, with her youngest Owen. 

Rotarian Randi Scheck and MC for the event, 

dances with her grandson.  

http://ocutRotary.org
mailto:ted_lands@hotmail.com
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Ron Showers, left, received his Paul Harris pin from Tom Kozempel, 
center, Governor of Rotary District 7505 and Ted Lands, President of 
the Ocean City - Upper Twp. Rotary Club. Ron’s pin honored his Paul 
Harris contribution to the Rotary Foundation of Rotary International. The 
presentation was made Oct. 18th during the Joint-Rotary meeting. ## 

The Oct. 18th Joint-Rotary-Club-Luncheon at-
tendees, from left, Wayne and Sue Conrad, with 
Rotary District 7505 Governor Tom Kozempel and 
his partner Elise. ## 

The Oct. 18th Joint-Club-Luncheon attendees in-
cluded John Heinz, left, President of the Atlantic 
City Rotary Club; Cynthia Meli, center, Rotary 
D7505 Area 13 Assistant Governor; and Randi 
Scheck, OCUT Rotarian and chair of the "It’s Cool 
to be Kind" project. ## 

Ocean City - Upper Twp. Rotary Club members participated in the Township Clean Communities program this 
year with a roadside clean up along Stagecoach Road in Palermo, Sunday, Oct. 15, 2023. ## 

The book “Human Kindness” 
by John (The Planet Walker) 
Francis, was presented to 
Rotary Gov. Kozempel by 
Randi Scheck, OCUT Rotary 
Club’s “It’s Cool to be Kind” 
project chairperson. 
Book Reference: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CYOLYMWAyMo 
 
https://www.amazon.com/

OCUT Rotary Club banner, 
presented to District Gover-
nor Tom Kozempel. 

Rotary District 7505 Governor Tom Kozempel visits  joint meeting 

of the Somers Point and Ocean City – Upper Twp. Rotary Clubs  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYOLYMWAyMo&fbclid=IwAR3D_Y2Eev815c7_XZ9tYt8kSxezGb7PEWBlDI2cml85OF49MIRpR6s2bvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYOLYMWAyMo&fbclid=IwAR3D_Y2Eev815c7_XZ9tYt8kSxezGb7PEWBlDI2cml85OF49MIRpR6s2bvk
https://www.amazon.com/Human-Kindness-Stories-Compassion-Generosity/dp/1912920328?fbclid=IwAR0OKxDM3ZH_Z7uZ8IBBZj3jzDJ16ZjhONALsjdUzHoZKELz1j074imcasU
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OCUT Rotary Club @ 2023 Trunk or Treat at Amanda's Field 

Annual Township Event Hosted by 

Upper Township Rescue Squad 
https://www.upperrescue.com | https://www.facebook.com/upperrescue21/ 

Click Link > Squad Reel of Event 
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Community Night Page  
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