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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 

I  would like to start my Report by using my opening remarks 

in the same light as I did back in 2002 - 2003 by saying 

'This Report encompasses the accumulative efforts of our entire 

constituency and highlight some of the more memorable mo-

ments of what was a very busy year. 

  

In the past twelve years since my last Presidency, I have seen at 

least one of the projects that was part of that year come to frui-

tion that being the construction of a Town Clock.  Be that what it 

may, the clock was not the format I had hoped for but none the 

less - a clock.  My year really was full of meetings starting with 

Kay Radford and the Cluster Meetings.  I suppose without meet-

ings nothing would ever get done.  My involvement in the Blue 

Rock Committee; Chairing the Club Service Committee for the majority of the year; the Rotary Golf Clas-

sic Committee; the Rotary Adventure Park Committee and the Membership Committee, to mention a few, 

have all helped to make this year both constructive and rewarding. 

  

We were lucky enough to have our DG Charlie and Janne attend our Club on three separate occasions along 

with Kay and Tony Radford.  It made those social events even more memorable.  The class of Guest Speak-

ers was excellent.  Many thanks to Peter Kingsbury.  I would also like to thank Vincent Powitz as our Inter-

national Exchange Student from Germany for his involvement in our year and his commitment in attending 

Club Functions.  I'm sure he will return to Germany a much better person for his year in Australia.  Our Out 

Bound Exchange Student, Mikayla Arnold, I'm sure is having a great Exchange in America and is not due 

back until the end of the year. 

  

Some of our achievements during the year are as follows:- 

 National Youth Science Forum - Kellie Wilson 

 John Flynn Placement Program - Andrew Chan/Jacqueline Quoi 

 Rotary Junior Community Awards 

 Pride of Workmanship Awards 

 Completion of our Social Media Rules and Policies 

 Business Excellence Awards 

 RYLA 

 The Bali Project 

 The Rotary Bowell Scan Project 

 Shine On Awards 

 The Gippsland Rotary Golf Classic - 23/03/2015 

 

President’s Report 2014-15 
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 The Blue Rock Classic - 8/03/2015 

 The Moe Apex Fire Works Night 

 The Moe Racing Club Race Day and Motor Show Support Day - 22/02/2015 

 

None of which could have been achieved without the tireless efforts from Club Members and 

friends.  Thank you. 

  

At this point, I would like to mention a few memorable moments we had through the course of the year. 

 The International Getaway three Day Trip down to John and Norma's home in Lakes          

Entrance. 

 The Bishop's Party in Trafalgar. 

 Carols By Candle Light at Old Gippstown. 

 Norma's Paul Harris Fellow. 

 The Film Night in Morwell. 

 The Historic Film Night at our Club Meeting. 

 District Conference in Shepparton - 28 to 30/03/2015. 

 The Hat Party. 

 The Thai Restaurant Night Out. 

All of this went to making this year one to remember.  

 

Of course, as we wind up the year, it would be good to reflect on some of the donations we were able to 

make here and overseas:- 

 The Disaster Aid Contribution to Vanuatu's Sky Hydrant Water Filtration System - $3,000.00. 

 Bridges Out Of Poverty - $2,500.00. 

 Latrobe Valley Hospital - $6,000.00. 

 Centenary House - $7,000.00. 

 Thailand Orphanage - $2,000.00 

To mention a just a few. 

  

At this point, I would like to give special thanks to Roger Taylor for his exemplorary undertaking with the 

production of our Moe Rotary Bulletin.  Well done Roger.  I won't forget Maureen for holding the financial 

reigns.  Well done Maureen.  Dave, I couldn't have done it without you mate.  To Bryon for your guidance 

and commitment and to my team of Directors - Wendy, Dianne, Alan and Michael - to each and everyone 

of you for your assistance over the last year - thank you. 

 

 

Bruce Paull 

President 

2014-15 

 

President’s Report 2014-15 
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Service Account 

C ontinuing the trend of previous years, the Club has had a busy year with funds being raised from a 

variety of sources. The Annual Charity Golf day is again the largest single income source and the club 

must be able to protect this major activity. 

The Service income for the year is in excess of $40,000 and Service donations made to date exceed $26,000 

Service donations made to date are lower than previous years due to an attempt to stockpile some service 

funds for some upcoming projects 

Major donations are as follows: 

 

 
 

General Account 

During this year the club raised $5,400 from member subscriptions and the opening and closing balances 

remain essentially the same, as it has done for the last eight years, indicating that our subscription level is 

appropriately set.  Rotary District, Rotary International per Capita fee and RI magazine charges now exceed 

$6,000 Per year,  Catering for the year, which is in addition to our Club Subscriptions, costs approximately 

$17,500 for the year or an average of $480 per member. 

 

Maureen Bishop 

Club Treasurer 

June 2015 

RECIPIENT PURPOSE AMOUNT 

Latrobe Regional Hospital Foundation 6000 

Gippsland Rotary Centenary House Building Appeal 7000 

Rotary International Foundation International Projects 2560 

Rotary International Polio Plus 1280 

Disaster Aid Australia Family Survival Kits 1600 

Rotary Disaster Fund D.A.A. Water Filter 3000 

Pride of Workmanship Awards Student Awards 1504 

Rotary Junior Community Awards Student Project 345 

John Dwyer Award Student Award 150 

Rotary Youth Exchange Youth Exchange 1400 

Operation Cleft DG’s Wife Appeal 100 

Australia Rotary Health Rotary Hat Day 150 

ROMAC   500 

RAWCS  500 

Newborough East Primary School  500 

Good Beginnings Student Resourses 500 

Muna Sponsorship  Student Sponsorship 625 

Blue Rock Classic Committee   1078 

Inner Wheel Club of Moe  Golf Day & IWA Nepal Project 900 

GEST Moe Sponsorship Bridges out of Poverty 2500 

National Youth Science Forum Sponsorship 1275 

Carols by Candlelight Bbq Supplies 135 

   TOTAL 33,602 

 

Treasurer’s Report 2014-15 
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  ROTARIAN POSSIBLE ACTUAL + MAKE UPS PERCENTAGE 

  Barry Daniel 43 10 23 

  Bishop Alan 43 40 93 

 Bishop Maureen 43 40 93 

  Cairns Len 43 33 77 

 Carson Diane 43 22 51 

  Cassar Lynette 43 43 100 

  Crooks Rhonda 43 13 30 

  Demagistris Pash 43 28 65 

  Dunstan Barry (E) 43 33 77 

  Farmer Wendy 43 39 91 

 Guo Shen 43 34 79 

 Harding Nathan 43 24 56 

  Huffer Laurie (E) 43 36 84 

  Hutchinson John (E) 43 41 95 

  Kingsbury Peter 43 43 100 

  Koch Michael 43 43 100 

 Larsen Daryl 43 27 63 

 MacGregor Ken 43 27 63 

  Manani Kishor 43 38 88 

 Marsh Susan 43 43 100 

  Maxfield Ross (E) 43 18 42 

  McCluskey Neil 43 22 51 

  Morrison Helen 43 43 100 

 Noakes Robin 43 37 86 

 Pascoe Dean 43 14 33 

  Paull Bruce 43 43 100 

  Platchinda Evan (E) 43 4 9 

  Power David 43 37 86 

  Puddy Bryon 43 36 84 

  Sinnott Alan 43 43 100 

  Taylor Roger 43 35 81 

  Wilkinson Diane 43 34 79 

  Wood Dave 43 32 70 

 Xerri Jason 36 5 14 

  Yeatman Julian 43 40 93 

  Zhang Sharlee 43 30 70 

     

  Monthly Meeting Attendance Percentage.  

  July 69.0 January 70.0  

  August 75.0 February 87.0   

  September 71.0 March 93.0   

  October 77.0 April 78.0   

  November 70.0 May 83.0   

  December 69.0     

  Average Yearly Attendance Percentage     =   77.0                             (E) Exempt 

            

 

Attendance Report 2014-15 
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T he programs over the past 12 months have been varied, interesting and informative. 

The topics helped to maintain interest and have ranged from Rotary Programs, 

Community and International issues as well as Rotarians “Behind the Badge.” 

The following programs were presented during 2014/15: 

 

       41 Home Meetings. 

       8  Club Assembly Meeting 

       5 Interclub Meetings / Fellowship 

 Mirboo North 

 Roses in Morwell 

 Hazelwood Cup Eve 

 Bowling with Trafalgar 

 Cluster Meeting with Hazelwood, Traralgon Central, Traralgon, 

  Trafalgar, Mirboo North. 

      13 Guest Speakers 

 Graham Goulding on Moe Railways 

 Carmel Hutchinson from Powerhouse on Leadership. 

 Noelene McDougall from Dept of Corrections on New Legislative changes 

 Harry Ballis from Federation University on Post Monash University. 

 Jie Lieu from Latrobe City on Sister Cities Youth Orchestra visit. 

 Dr Paul Lee from LRH Psychological Clinical Director. 

 Peter Fusanato from Moe Police on Local Crime. 

 Jamie-Lee Benson from Good Beginnings Australia. 

 Sharon Kearns from Dept of Corrections on Scams. 

 Shaun Mallia from Latrobe Express on the Role of Editors. 

 Linton Azlin from Re-Activate Latrobe. 

 Brooke Squires from Zoo’s Victoria. 

 Paul Clark from Gippsland Water. 

 Michelle Foster from Alzeimer’s Australia. 

 Dr Len Cairns on visioning for Rotary Club of Moe. 

 

Program Report 2014-15 
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Peter Kingsbury 

Program Coordinator 

 

Program Report 2014-15 

1 Pride of Workmanship Awards 

1 Golf Day 

1 Blue Rock Classic 

1 Golf Day Sponsor Presentation Night 

1 Christmas Break-up 

1 BBQ at Rotary Park 

1 Film Night 

1 Joint Apex/Lions Moe Service Club Meeting with Gary Blackwood – 

MLA - His experience of the Kokoda Trail. 

 

3 Away Meetings 

 Indian 

 Thai 

 Trafalgar Pub & GMH Museum 

 

 District Governors’ Visit 

 Man behind badge talk by Nathan Harding 

 President Bruce’s Opening Talk 

 AGM 

 Rotary Exchange Address by Mikayla Arnold & Vincent Powitz x 3 

 International Women’s Day 

 Business Excellence Awards 

 Rotary Junior Citizen Awards 

I have tried to provide a varied program during the year. There are often conflicting 

requirements by various forces, the greatest of which is nothing. However, we have 

never succumbed to this charlatan. I have tried to tread an even path, and if I have 

failed, then it is not for the lack of trying. I have strived to do the best for the Club, of 

which the greatest value is fun. 
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PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS 
Honouring a Legacy of Service to Rotary and the Community 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ROTARIANS 

1979 Allan McHardy 2003 Steve Micah 

1984 Brian O'Rielly 2004 Michael Koch 

1986 John Dwyer 2004 Barry Dunstan 

1987 Claude Staff 2005 Pash Demagistris 

1988 Allan Ormond 2006 Ian Needham 

1988 Jim McAllister 2007 Neil McCluskey 

1989 Bob Pugsley 2007 Peter Wells 

1989 John Leckey 2007 Steve Micah (Sapphire) 

1991 Charles Robertson 2008 Ed Achorn 

1992 Charles Witts 2009 Dave Wood 

1993 Ross Maxfield 2010 John Hutchinson (Sapphire) 

1994 Bryon Puddy 2011 Bruce Paull 

1994 Ben Verschuur 2011 Diane Wilkinson 

1995 David Power 2012 Alan Sinnott 

1996 John Hutchinson 2013 Bryon Puddy (Double Sapphire) 

1997 Laurie Huffer 2013 Wendy Farmer 

1998 Julian Yeatman 2013 Peter Kingsbury 

2000 Evan Platschinda 2014 Roger Taylor 

2001 Chris Lampel 2014 Len Cairns 

2002 Bryon Puddy (Sapphire) 2014 Lyn Cassar 

2003 Ken MacGregor  

COMMUNITY AWARDEES 

1999 Max Grubb   

2013 Carmel Cook  

2014 John Buckton  

2014 Darell Benjamin  

2015 Norma Hutchinson  

 

Paul Harris Fellows 2014-15 
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INDUCTION 
DATE ROTARIAN   PARTNER CLASSIFICATION 

12.04.2010 Barry Daniel   Linda Assett Management 

05.03.2012  Bishop Alan   Maureen Plumbing Services 

30.05.2011 Bishop Maureen   Alan Education Administration 

20.12.1999 Cairns Len PP, PHF Margaret Education Tertiary 

06.05.2013 Carson Diane  Tony Education & Training 

20.11.2006 Cassar Lynette  PHF Eddie Catering 

18.10.2010 Crooks Rhonda     Development Management 

14.12.1992 Demagistris Pash PP, PHF Sandra Building Construction 

04.05.1998 Dunstan Barry PP, PHF Pam Education Services 

11.12.2006 Farmer Wendy PP, PHF Brett Medical Administration 

09.07.2012 Guo Shen  Sharlee Electrical Management 

24.03.2014 Harding Nathan  Diana Carpet Services 

03.05.1982 Huffer Laurie PP, PHF Jean Education Consultant 

18.01.1982 Hutchinson John PP, PHF/S Norma Energy Management 

16.12.2010 Kingsbury Peter PP, PHF   Dental Surgery 

14.08.1987 Koch Michael PP, PHF   Electronics Sales & Services 

01.07.2014 Lampel Chris PHF  Honorary Member 

06.08.2012 Larson Daryl  Kathryn Watchmaker 

19.11.2012 MacGregor Ken PP, PHF Rita Plumbing 

03.05.2005 Manani Kishor   Reshna Pharmacy 

12.05.2014 Marsh Susan  Brian Book-Keeping 

18.05.1975 Maxfield Ross PP, PHF Suzie Real Estate 

22.11.1993 McCluskey Neil PP, PHF Lorraine Accountancy 

05.03.2012  Morrison Helen   David Local Government 

10.12.2012 Noakes Robin  Kate Business Management 

26.05.2014 Pascoe Dean  Claire Building Construction 

29.03.1993 Paull Bruce PP, PHF   Carpet & Drapes Retail 

11.03.1988 Platchinda Evan PP, PHF Florence Real Estate Resident 

25.03.1975 Power David PP, PHF Jan Law Practice 

31.10.1983 Puddy Bryon PDG, PHF/DS Pat Education TAFE 

11.12.2000 Sinnott Alan PP, PHF Alison Electrical Contracting 

07.06.2004 Taylor Roger PP, PHF Irene Education Primary 

07.04.2002 Wilkinson Diane PP, PHF David Health Services 

01.10.1990 Wood Dave PP, PHF Kerry Automobile Recycler 

27.10.1975 Yeatman Julian PHF Jocelyn Newsagency 

09.07.2012 Zhang Sharlee  Shen Retail Management 

      

MEMBERSHIP as at 31 May, 2015 

 

Membership List 2014-15 
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Dear Rotary Club of Moe. 

 

T hanks for making this amazing 

year possible by hosting me. As 

I have told you already many times, I 

did a lot of stuff here. I've seen most 

of Victoria, I visited Tasmania with 

my school and travelled then through 

Australia. 

 

When I came here I found the aussie 

accent a bit silly and hard to 

understand. Now I can understand 

most of the words that everyone is 

throwing around me! I even forgot a 

little how to speak in german. 

 

I often got asked about my highlight 

in this year. That is a very hard 

question for me because I did so much awesome stuff in this time so I can't tell the best 

out of it. I think my highlight is the actual exchange year. Everything. 

 

I had four different host families in Newborough, Moe, Trafalgar and Yarragon. I also 

changed my school during the summer holidays from the Lowanna College to Trafalgar 

High School. 

 

I got to see the Great Ocean Road, Tasmania, the Dubbo Zoo, Eden, Cape Paterson and 

many other places. I also went many times to Melbourne for the day to meet there the 

other exchange students and to visit the city. I also got into the Aussie Rules Football. I 

went many times to Melbourne to watch AFL Games or watched them on TV. My team is 

Collingwood and I even played two times country footy. 

 

Now I am also happy to see my family and friends again. 

So thank you very much once again for hosting me. I had the best experience that could 

happen and it changed my way of thinking about the world and about other countries and 

their cultures. 

 

Best wishes and I hope to see you all again (also my tree), 

 

Vincent Powitz, Germany. 

 

 

Youth Exchange Student  2014-15 



 

Rotary Club of Moe     -     Annual Report  2014-15 12 

Committee Members: 

 

Alan Bishop (Chair), Alan Sinnott, Lyn Cassar, Sue Marsh, Julian Yeatman, David Wood, Pash 

Demagistris, Ken MacGregor, Rhonda Crooks, Nathan Harding, Dean Pascoe,  Evan Platschinda 

 

M y role as Chair of the Community Service Committee has once again been very produc-

tive and rewarding. 

 

 

NEWBOROUGH GIRL GUIDES 

 

Following on from the minor repairs carried out at the Newborough Girl Guides in 2014, we were 

able to continue to assist the club with the painting of the interior of their hall. 

 

A working bee consisting of several Rotarians and their family members was organised and over a 

period of a couple of weeks we painted the inside of their hall. 

 

HAT NIGHT – MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Hat Night was arranged to raise funds for the Men’s Mental Health.  Rotarians were invited to wear a hat 

to the Monday night meeting.  Hats of many different colours, sizes and shapes turned up.  To add to the 

fun on the night, a game of Celebrity Heads was organised. 

 

 

MOE TRADERS – TURNING OF THE SOIL 

 

In September 2014, we were approached by Moe Traders to provide a bbq at the ‘Turning of the 

Soil’ for the new Moe Precinct Building being constructed in George Street, Moe. 

 

The event was attended by Federal, State and local politicians along with approximately 150 

members of the public. We were delighted to be present at this great milestone for Moe. 

 

 

 

 

Community Service Report 2014-15 

  



 

Rotary Club of Moe     -     Annual Report  2014-15 13 

 

NEW PAVILION IN BOTANICAL GARDENS 

In October, we had the official opening of 

Pash’s Pavilion. Prior to the big day, a working 

bee was organised to remove graffiti and all the 

seats, tables and concrete were pressure 

cleaned. 

Rotarians witnessed our Latrobe City Mayor, 

Sharon Gibson  and Pash Demagistris cut the 

ribbon to officially open the pavilion. 

 

 

 

ALBERT STREET PRIMARY SCHOOL—2nd Stage Garden project. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Our club again assisted Albert Street Primary school by or-

ganising the delivery of garden soil for newly constructed 

garden beds.  The soil was delivered and with the assistance 

of Daniel Barry, Ken MacGregor and a donated bob cat, the 

soil was placed in the garden beds ready for the students to 

commence their community garden. 

 
 

 

BARBEQUES GALORE   

Some of our most successful fund raising efforts for the year have been providing assistance at the 

Moe Racing Club and Energy Australia. 

 

In December, we were approached to cook and serve a bbq at both the Moe Races and Energy 

Australia on the same day.  Thanks to our generous members we were able to meet both obliga-

tions. 

 

Earlier this year, we again assisted the Moe Racing Club at their Car Club/Race Day event.  Quite 

a few Rotarians volunteered their Sunday to help direct traffic at the Car Club show and to cook a 

bbq. 

 

Community Service Report 2014-15 
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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 

The annual Carols by Candlelight was once again held at Old Gippsland.   Rotarians cooked and 

handed out free sausages and were entertained by the wonderful groups singing the Christmas 

carols 

 

GOOD BEGINNINGS AUSTRALIA 

This year, our club was fortunate to meet and learn about Good Beginnings Australia, an organi-

sation that believes in a good beginning for every child. 

 

Two representatives from Good Beginnings Australia attended our Monday meeting and gave a 

very informative talk on the support and activities that they provide in the Latrobe Valley area.  

Following their presentation, a cheque for $500 was donated towards the purchase of new books. 

 

In May this year, Good Beginnings Australia requested our assistance in providing a bbq for their 

family day.  We purchased sausages, hamburgers and bread and cooked lunch for the children and 

their families. 

 

GIPPSLAND HILLCLIMB CLUB 

One of our fund raising efforts for the year was to provide a bbq at the Gippsland Car Club Hill-

climb over a period of several weeks. 

 

Several of our Rotarians braved the elements and cooked up a storm for the hungry competitors 

and spectators. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank my committee for all their hard work and wish Pash Demag-

istris all the best in chairing the committee for the 2015-2016 year. 

 

 

 

 

Alan Bishop 

Chair 

Community Service Committee 

2014-2015  

 

 

 

 

Community Service Report 2014-15 
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I  am very pleased to submit this report on the activities of the International Service 

Committee for the year 2014-15. 

 

Bali 

International committee have once again had a busy year. A group of Rotarians travelled 

to Bali in November & spent some times at the school with the students of Bunutan Num-

ber 3 State School on the east coast of the island of Bali in Indonesia. While visiting the 

school the group painted and updated the sick room. The club has also set aside some fi-

nances to build an undercover play area & store room at the back of the school. Len 

Cairns and Wendy Farmer  attended the Elizabeth St, Primary School in Moe & spoke 

about how and why the Rotary Club of Moe is involved in this project in Bali with a great 

response and interest from the students and they would like their school to be part of the 

Bali connection between students. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Youth Exchange 

This Rotary year we once again hosted an Inbound Exchange Student Vincent Powitz  

who came to our district and club in July 2014 from Germany and has had a wonderful 

year experiencing life in Australia. Throughout the year Vincent has experienced lots of 

Australia, possibly many parts of Australia that some of us Rotarians haven’t seen. He has 

also participated in a lot of club activities and always seems to have that Rotary smile. A 

huge thank you must go to Rotarian and non-Rotarian families that hosted have Vincent, 

and also to Vincent's counsellor, Alan Bishop, for always being there in a counselling role 

Vincent when needed. 

 

International Service Report 2014-15 
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We also said goodbye to Mikayla Arnold as she left for her exchange year in January 2015 to 

Buffalo USA, Mikayla has had some awesome experiences on exchange and continues to fulfil 

her dreams and tick off things she has wanted to do on her bucket list. 

I am sure both Vincent and Mikayla will remember the good and the not-so-good experiences of 

youth exchange for the rest of their lives and, because of these experiences, will be able to face 

the challenges of life with more maturity, wisdom and confidence into the future. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boystown  

Boystown is an Orphanage in Thailand. We are looking forward to sending the funds that have 

been granted to the Boystown for the repair of the school roof. As a club we have been offered to 

have a look at what this school does for the lives of the young men who are in the orphanage. 

 

Movie Night 

Our committee organised a very successful movie night in October 2014. The movie being, A 

Walk Among the Tombstones & supper, with over 100 people attending for a good night and lots 

of fellowship. 

 

International committee have had a great year with lots of fun & fellowship as well as putting lots 

of idea's forward to the whole of the club. I would like to personally thank the whole committee 

for the input they have had in this committee and wish them all the best in the committee's they 

will continue in. Thank you Bruce Paull for the opportunity to have been part of the Rotary Club 

of Moe Board for the year 2014/15. 

Wendy Farmer 

International Service Chair. 

 

International Service Report 2014-15 
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Y allourn Golf Club, home to the GIPPSLAND ROTARY GOLF CLASSIC, is one 

of the finest courses in the Latrobe Valley if not Victoria. Each fairway is a picture 

of beauty with excellent views of the country side available from anywhere on the course. 
 

In 2015 the ROTARY CLUB of MOE Inc. ran the  

GIPPSLAND ROTARY GOLF CLASSIC to raise funds for the following: 

Gippsland Rotary Centenary House 

Latrobe Regional Hospital Foundation 

Rotary Club of Moe Emergency Fund 

Community & International Service Projects 

YALLOURN GOLF CLUB  Golf Links Rd, Yallourn Heights. 

 

Gippsland Rotary Golf Classic 2014-15 
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Gippsland Rotary Golf Classic 2014-15 
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Shen’s Snapshots of 2014-15 
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Shen’s Snapshots of 2014-15 
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Shen’s Snapshots of 2014-15 

 


