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PERSPECTIVES OF PEACEBUILDERS ON THE GROUND IN GAZA AND ISRAEL
In these newsletters we invite contributions and ideas, suggestions, and possibilities for our efforts to educate others about addressing the pressing issues of the day with intelligence, compassion, and a commitment to the greater good of humanity and the earth, i.e., nonviolent conflict resolution, improved communication and cooperation, successful negotiation, and mediation. We also want readers to reflect and rethink their ideas, to consider forming their own discussion groups as we have in order to encourage the critical and creative thinking that can help individuals and communities move through obstacles and difficulties in more sustainable ways, i.e., with the interconnected health of all peoples, their economies, and their environments.

William Timpson of the Fort Collins Rotary Club

	Sustainable Peacebuilding Fellowship at the Rotary Club of Fort Collins, Colorado
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THOSE ON THE GROUND 

AND COMMITTED TO PEACEBUILDING IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL?
Jeff and Janet Wright
If possible, join our discussion on Wed. August 7 from 1:15-2:15 MT

Columbine Room, Lincoln Center, 417 W. Magnolia Street, Fort Collins, CO 80521

All are invited. Please share this newsletter with a friend or colleague.



Jeff and Janet Wright
In a July 7 New York Times OpEd, Nicholas Kristof pointed to several persons whom he describes as “followers of Martin Luther King, Jr., in the West Bank.” On our recent solidarity delegation to the West Bank, our group met these and other Palestinian advocates—practitioners—of nonviolence. What a shame that, until very recently, mainstream media has failed to interview, quote and point to these incredible human beings, leaving most Americans with the notion that Palestinians hate Jews at best and are terrorists at worst.
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	Israel’s security wall for Palestinians to navigate at all times.

Can the murals in the occupied lands help keep Palestinian memories alive to their persecution and help promote the push for their civil rights
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We met with Daniel Seidemann, a Jewish attorney who specializes in municipal and political issues in East Jerusalem. While Israeli tourist maps show forty or so “religious sites” in Jerusalem, Seidemann and his team at Terrestrial Jerusalem have documented over 700 sites that go back to before the Canaanites—arguing that Jerusalem should embrace and celebrate its diversity, and resisting the ongoing efforts of the State of Israel and the municipality of Jerusalem to turn East Jerusalem into a “Jewish Disneyland.”

Salwa Duaybis and Gerard Horton are cofounders of Military Court Watch, a group that monitors the treatment of Palestinian children in Israel military detention. Alan Bouloukos, Director of UNRWA Affairs in the West Bank, struggles to support his staff amidst incredible cuts in funding by the major powers. Mazin Qumsiyeh, founder with his wife of Palestine Natural History Museum, preserves indigenous species of plants and wildlife, documenting threats to environment to the detriment of Israelis and Palestinians alike.
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Dalia Qumsieh, a young attorney with an eight-year-old, awakes every day wondering if it would be best for her son to pack up and leave Palestine; still, she persists in her work with the NGO she has formed, Balasan Initiative for Human Rights Palestine. Staff at Addameer Prisoner Rights and Human Rights Association—one of seven NGOs declared by Israel to be terrorist organizations—show up each day to keep track of and document the treatment of Palestinians often indefinitely held without warrant and access to attorneys and family.

Our group was greeted at Bethlehem University, a Catholic university, by six extraordinary young adults who spoke about the importance of their education in the midst of what many are now describing as the State of Israel’s policy and practice of ethnic cleansing. Members of their culinary program prepared our lunch.

So, you’ll be patient with us when on August 7 we share the fear and anger and a sense of hopelessness that our Palestinians friends are experiencing. And our fear for them—for the world—and our anger at the Biden administration that supports Israel’s war on Gaza and its growing violence in the West Bank with U.S. munitions, intelligence and protection of Israel at the international institutions that we helped set up to further human rights and international law: the UN, the International Criminal Court and the International Court of Justice. We look forward to a vigorous conversation.

**

PEACEBUILDERS ON THE GROUND IN THE MIDDLE EAST
William Timpson, Ph.D. is Professor Emeritus at Colorado State University in its School of Education and a member of the Fort Collins Rotary Club. He can be reached at william.timpson@colostate.edu
What follow is taken from my book in 2024, Conflict, Learning and Sustainable Peacebuilding: Case Studies for Finding a Better Way Forward ( Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Press).
While often described as an area of intractable conflict, the history of the Middle East also documents that Jews, Muslims and Christians lived in close and peaceful proximity for centuries despite competing claims for religious entitlement. This history does record periods of occupation and colonization as waves of armies have moved through, whether it was the Greeks, Romans or Ottomans coming from the North or the British coming by sea in search of empire and profit. The tragic bloodshed in 2023 drew the world’s attention. However, a search for examples of resistance and sustainable peacebuilding uncovers a range of efforts on the ground, often heroic and unheralded since the media typically focus on what is violent, dangerous, and worthy of headline status, i.e., “if it bleeds, it leads!” The outbreak of violence that began in 2021 gave everyone clear images of what was to come, of the imbalance of power as the Israeli military responded to Palestinian rocket attacks from Gaza, destroying buildings and neighborhoods suspected of harboring rebels.

It is tragically ironic that within a few miles of the Jerusalem Holocaust Museum, with all its vivid images and accounts of Nazi efforts to wall in Jews across Europe in ghettos in the 1930’s, today’s walls separating Israel from Palestine shoot upward while the many checkpoint watchtowers that exist loom large and ominous. Visiting the Middle East in 2017 as part of a tour of peacebuilding efforts in Israel and Palestine, I was very moved by all this, the horrors and the expressions of hope. It seemed to represent so many crosscurrents, of culture, politics, economics, religion, history and more in this complicated and contentious part of the world. More specifically, the legacy of the holocaust and the resulting Jewish diaspora seemed to cast a huge shadow over this land (123).
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	Palestinians in East Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Ramallah, Jericho, and Hebron have complained about regulations put in place by the Israeli military that restrict travel, business and appeals through civil legal processes including checkpoints where Palestinians often spend much time when they travel from their homes to their places of work within Israeli sections. Remember that former President Jimmy Carter, the 2002 Nobel Peace Prize laureate, faced a storm of criticism when he published his book, Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid, in 2007, an analysis that drew parallels between Israel, its relationship with Palestinians and South Africa with its historic and horrific oppression of Blacks.
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