focused on their philanthropic foundation later in their lives,
becoming personally involved in the grants that they were able to
fund. Otto became a member of the Rotary Club of New York City.

THE EARLY RISER

After Otto and Fran both died in 2003, Rotarian Frank Helman, a
law colleague and friend, became president and director of their
Foundation. He and his wife, Martha “Marty” Helman, the current
president of the foundation, helped shepherd the $15.5 million gift
to The Rotary Foundation. The Helmans are both members of the
Rotary Club of Boothbay Harbor.
“The Walter Foundation can imagine no better way to remember
Otto and Fran and their legacy than through a Rotary Peace Center
in the Middle East — a part of the world that has been torn by
conflict,” says Marty, who also serves as chair of The Rotary
Foundation’s Peace Major Gifts Initiative Committee. “The Walter
Foundation is a small family foundation; we needed the partnership
with Rotary to create a world-class peace center.”
Since the first Rotary Peace Fellows began their studies in 2002, the
Rotary Peace Centers have trained more than 1,400 fellows who
now work in more than 115 countries. Many serve as leaders in
government, nongovernmental organizations, the military,
education, law enforcement, and international organizations like
the United Nations and World Bank.
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ROTARY PRAYER
Oh Lord, and giver of all good, we
thank Thee for our daily food.
May Rotary friends and Rotary
ways, help to serve Thee all of our
days.

DON’T BE A R.I.N.O.
(Rotarian In Name Only!)

THE ROTARY CLUB OF
WICHITA FALLS
NORTH

2020-21 R.I. Officers ~ D5790
President of Rotary International: Holger Knaack
District Governor: Roger Paschal
OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS – 2020-21
President: Clint Wood ~ President Elect:
Secretary: Tom Sheriff ~ Treasurer: Ann Lucas
Executive Secretary: Jeani Secord ~ Sgt. at Arms: Larry Gunnell
Directors: Clint Wood – Phil Waggoner ~ Gary Southard ~ Mike Crocker
Tom Cale ~Tom Sheriff & Troy Secord (PDG Ex-Officios)
Website: www.wichitafallsnorthrotaryclub.org

FUTURE PROGRAM ASSIGNMENTS

The new center will offer a professional development certificate
program focused on peacebuilding and development issues in the region.
This generous gift from the Walter Foundation, which is based in
Boothbay Harbor, Maine, USA, will fund the center’s startup costs and
operating expenses, as well as an endowment that will provide peace
fellowships in perpetuity for up to 40 students to study there each year.

April 16 ---------------------------------------------------------------- Tom Cale
April 23 ------------------------------------------------------------David Collins
April 30 ------------------------------------------------------------Mike Crocker
May 7 ------------------------------------------------------------- Larry Gunnell
May 14 -------------------------------------------------------------- Ajay Kumar
May 21 --- Kris Gossom ~ From Interfaith Outreach Services ~ Ann Lucas
May 28 ----------------------------------------------------------------- Bill Neale
June 4 ----------------------------------------------------------------- Rob Noble
June 11 ------------------------------------------------------------ Tom Ostovich
June 18 -------------------------------------------------------------- Jeani Secord
June 25 -------------------------------------------------------------- Troy Secord

“Rotary has, for a long time, looked at how we can make a tangible
contribution to the one area of the world where the element of peace has
seemed so elusive,” says Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair K.R.
Ravindran. “Now that opportunity has come our way, thanks to the
immense generosity of the Otto and Fran Walter Foundation. We will take
full advantage to create a center where we can inspire our peace fellows to
give flight to their spirit and equip them to be able to support action that
will bring about peace and goodwill in a troubled region.”

NEWS FROM OUR LAST LIVE &“VIRTUAL” MEETING:
Clint presented the Rotary Prayer and Rob presented the Pledges.

The Rotary Foundation will select a partner institution to host the Otto and
Fran Walter Rotary Peace Center in 2024, and the first Rotary Peace
Fellows are expected to start studying there in January 2026.

The brag bucket was fed by Ajay (3), Clint and Troy.
Birthdays were announced for Ann and David. Congratulations!
Phil delivered a presentation about Hot Springs, Arkansas. He gave a very
interesting talk about the history of the area and how his family came to
have a lake home near Hot Springs. All are invited to visit when Phil and
Mary Beth are in residence, and the complete family is not visiting! Great
presentation!
The raffle raised $20.00 and Ann held the winning ticket. She drew the
Ace of hearts for a $5.00 prize. If this week’s winner draws the ace of
spades they will win $130.00 + ½ of what is raised today. GOOD LUCK.
NEWS FROM ROTARY INTERNATIONAL:
$15.5 MILLION GIFT WILL FUND
MIDDLE EAST OR NORTH AFRICA

NEW

ROTARY PEACE CENTER

IN

The Otto and Fran Walter Foundation has pledged $15.5 million to The
Rotary Foundation to start a Rotary Peace Center in the Middle East or
North Africa.

Otto and Fran Walter established their family foundation to promote peace
and other charitable causes, and their mission lives on even after their
deaths. Otto was born in Germany in 1907 and worked as a lawyer there.
When totalitarianism arose in Europe, the Nazi government enacted the
Nuremberg laws, which pushed Jewish professionals out of their jobs.
Summarily disbarred, Otto worked briefly as a law clerk before emigrating
to the United States in 1936. He and his parents settled in New York.
His law degree wasn’t recognized in the U.S., so Otto improved his
English and started professional training. He earned a license as a certified
public accountant and opened an accounting firm. But he never stopped
believing that he could work as a lawyer again. Eventually, he sold his
accounting firm and entered law school at New York Law School,
graduating in 1954. The next year, he started a law firm which, with the
support of his wife, Fran, steadily grew to employ 40 lawyers.
Through his legal work, Otto helped promote peace and improve relations
between Germany and the U.S. After the Nuremburg laws were repealed,
he became licensed to practice law in what was then East Germany and
served as an adviser to the German Ministry of Finance during the
negotiations of a 1954 U.S.-German income tax treaty. Otto and Fran

