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DON’T BE A R.I.N.O. 
(Rotarian In Name Only!) 

ROTARY PRAYER 

 

Oh Lord, and giver of all good, we 

thank Thee for our daily food. 

 

May Rotary friends and Rotary 

ways, help to serve Thee all of our 

days. 

4 September, 2020 
Volume 38, Number 9 
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     Since 1996, countless Rotary members from across Africa and around the 

world have raised funds, immunized children, and promoted vaccinations, 

enabling the GPEI to respond to and stop polio outbreaks. More than 9 billion 

doses of oral polio vaccine have been provided throughout the region, preventing 

an estimated 1.8 million cases of paralysis. Each year, about 2 million volunteers 

help vaccinate 220 million children against polio multiple times in the African 

region. 

     Rotary members have contributed nearly $890 million toward polio eradication 

efforts in the African region. The funds have allowed Rotary to issue PolioPlus 

grants to fund polio surveillance, transportation, awareness campaigns, and 

National Immunization Days. 

     Dr. Tunji Funsho, chair of Rotary’s Nigeria PolioPlus committee, noted 

Rotarians’ tremendous contributions to polio eradication efforts in Africa: “From 

raising funds and immunizing children, to providing ‘polio plusses,’ such as soap 

and health kits, Rotary members have shown resilience and steadfast dedication to 

our top priority of ending polio.” 

     Rotary members have helped build extensive polio infrastructure that has been 

used to respond to COVID-19 and, in 2014, the Ebola crisis, as well as to protect 

communities from yellow fever and bird flu. 

Challenges still ahead 

     The GPEI’s challenge now is to eradicate wild poliovirus in the two countries 

where the disease has never been stopped: Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Additionally, routine immunization in Africa must also be strengthened to keep 

the wild poliovirus from returning and to protect children against circulating 

vaccine-derived poliovirus, which is rare but continues to infect people in parts of 

the African region. 

     To eradicate polio, multiple high-quality immunization campaigns must 

continue to be given priority. Even during the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s 

necessary to keep children vaccinated against polio while also protecting health 

workers from COVID-19 and making sure they don’t contribute to its 

transmission. 

     Global health officials and experts say that sustained fundraising and advocacy 

are still crucial, not only to protect gains in Africa, but to reach the ultimate goal 

of a world without polio. Rotary members still have a critical role to play in 

keeping the African region free of wild poliovirus and eliminating the virus in the 

two countries where polio remains endemic. 

     As Knaack said, “This is a big step in our journey to a polio-free world, but the 

fight is not over yet. We still need the support of our Rotary members, donors, and 

heroic effort of health care workers to finish the job.” 

 

 

 

http://www.wichitafallsnorthrotaryclub.org/


FUTURE PROGRAM ASSIGNMENTS 

 

September 7 ---------------------------------------- Rotary Flag Display date 

September 11 ------------ Howard Berg ~ “The World’s Fastest Reader” 

September 18 --------------------------------------------------- Phil Waggoner 

September 25 --------------------------------------------------------- Tom Cale 

October 2 ---------------------------------------------------------- David Collins 

October 9 ---------------------------------------------------------- Mike Crocker 

October 16 ------------------------------------------------------- Larry Gunnell 

October 23 --------------------------------------------------------- Ajay Kumar 

October 30 ----------------------------------------------------------- Ann Lucas 

November 6 ----------------------------------------------------------- Bill Neale 

November 13 -------------------------------------------------------- Rob Noble 

November 20 ------------------------------------------------------ Jeani Secord 

November 27 ----------------------------------- No Meeting (Thanksgiving) 

December 4 -------------------------------------------------------- Troy Secord 

December 11 -------------------------------------------------------- Tom Sheriff 

 

NEWS FROM OUR LAST VIRTUAL E-MEETING: 

 

Thanks to President Clint, the meeting was held live and in living color at 

the Vantage Point Condomenia. 

The Rotary Prayer was led by President Clint.  The Pledges were led by 

Larry. 

The brag bucket was well fed by Troy (5), Gary (5) and Clint. 

A birthday was announced for Lisa and a club anniversary was announced 

for Gary.  Congratulations to both! 

Tom introduced Dwayne Lee as our featured speaker for the day.  Dwayne 

is a Past President of the Arlington Sunrise Rotary Club.  Dewayne 

presented an excellent program over “Visiting the D-Day Beaches in 

Normandy, France”. 

The raffle is still rolling over at $91.00. 

 

 

NEWS FROM ROTARY INTERNATIONAL: 

ROTARY AND ITS GPEI PARTNERS CELEBRATE A MONUMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT, SAY 

GLOBAL ERADICATION OF WILD POLIO IS POSSIBLE WITH THE CONTINUED DEDICATION AND 

PERSISTENCE OF ROTARIANS 

      The World Health Organization (WHO) on 25 August announced that transmission 

of the wild poliovirus has officially been stopped in all 47 countries of its African region. 

This is a historic and vital step toward global eradication of polio, which is Rotary’s top 

priority. 

     After decades of hard won gains in the region, Rotary and its partners in the Global 

Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) — WHO, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, UNICEF, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and Gavi, the vaccine 

alliance — are proclaiming the milestone an achievement in public health. They offer it 

as proof that strong commitment, coordination, and perseverance can rid the world of 

polio. 

     The certification that the African region is free of wild poliovirus comes after the 

independent Africa Regional Certification Commission (ARCC) conducted thorough 

field verifications that confirmed no new cases and analyzed documentation of polio 

surveillance, immunization, and laboratory capacity by Cameroon, Central African 

Republic, Nigeria, and South Sudan. The commission had already accepted the 

documentation of the other 43 countries in the region. 

     The last cases of polio caused by the wild virus in the African region were recorded in 

Nigeria’s northern state of Borno in August 2016, after two years with no cases. Conflict, 

along with challenges in reaching mobile populations, had hampered efforts to immunize 

children there. 

     Now that the African region is free of wild poliovirus, five of WHO’s six regions, 

representing more than 90 percent of the world’s population, are now free of the disease. 

Polio caused by the wild virus is still endemic in Afghanistan and Pakistan, in the WHO’s 

Eastern Mediterranean region. 

     The African region’s wild polio-free certification was celebrated during a livestream 

event. Speakers included Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari, Bill Gates, Rotary 

International President Holger Knaack, Nigeria PolioPlus chair Dr. Tunji Funsho, and 

representatives of other GPEI partners. The celebration was followed by a press 

conference. 

      In the program, Knaack spoke about people needing good news during the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic. “The challenges ahead are formidable,” Knaack said. “That’s why 

we must recognize this great achievement and commend all the people who played 

important roles in reaching this milestone. It took tremendous effort over many years.” 

An achievement decades in the making 

     Not detecting any wild poliovirus in Africa is in stark contrast to the situation in 1996, 

when 75,000 children there were paralyzed by the disease. That year, at a meeting of the 

Organization of African Unity in Cameroon, African heads of state committed to 

eradicating the disease from the continent. 

     To bolster the effort, also in 1996, Rotary, its GPEI partners, and South African 

President Nelson Mandela launched the Kick Polio Out of Africa campaign. Using soccer 

matches and celebrity endorsements, the campaign raised awareness of polio and helped 

more than 30 African countries to hold their first National Immunization Days. 

Mandela’s call to action helped mobilize leaders across the continent to increase their 

efforts to reach every child with polio vaccine.   

http://polioeradication.org/
http://polioeradication.org/

