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President’s Report

“Rotary Making a Difference” is Rl President lan Riseley’s theme for 2017/18 and | believe we have truly
lived that theme this year.

| thank the members and their partners of the Drouin Rotary Club for all their support. | have been over-
whelmed by the constant involvement and encouragement by all, especially all the board members. We
have really continued this club’s long history of supporting each other and socialising together. Thank you
all.

One of my goals this year was not only to make a difference in Rotary but to also make a difference for
members through engagement socially over the year. Pauline and |, with your social committee Don, Glynn
and Peter, and with the full support of Yvonne and Liz, have worked hard to achieve this.

Our new social night - ‘5" Tuesday Night Out’ - received excellent support from members and partners at
Luciano’s, Hong Kong Inn, Parnassus and Middels. The Christmas party at the Drouin Golf Club was a fun
end of the year celebration...and the Coads were excellent entertainment. Liz and Glynn organised a great
day out in Melbourne to see ‘Dream Lover’ and then dinner. And lots more.

Drouin Rotarians know how to organise an event. Rotarians and Elvises, under the guidance of Don Kelly,
organised the Mike Brady night, initiated by Leigh Bates. This was a very successful night both socially and
as a fund raiser, enabling donations of $10,000 each to Rotary Centenary House and Variety-the children’s
charity.

It was a difficult decision to end our major fund raiser after eight years - Motorfest. We can be very proud of
the way this event was run, and of what it achieved: the estimated 22,500 hours in volunteer labour; an
income in excess of $1.25 million; significant support of local and regional businesses; and, most
significantly, in excess of $453,000 back to community.

Big thank you to my Board members: Tim Wills Secretary/Club Administration — what an outstanding job
Tim has done this year. Without Tim’s professionalism and friendship, this year would not have been the
success it has. Leigh Bates Treasurer for the third year, with the support from Karen - as always, a very
professional team.

John Tricarico and Roger Playdon, our fundraising and community service directors, have really worked
well as a team. They continue to run a very successful and growing produce & craft market, plus much
more that has kept us involved and able to raise significant funds.

Once again Bill Petschack organised a successful Swap Meet, with new offsider lan Haughton. Bill is finally
stepping back and Gary Scanlon is taking over in 2019. Jeff Copping and Gary Scanlon organised our Farm
World involvement. Merv Deppeler got a number of us to conference and helped us exceed our goals with
Foundation. And, particular thanks to Jane Playdon for stepping into the new generation portfolio at short
notice.

I would like to thank Pauline Maunder and Anita Coonan for this year’s programs. It is one of those difficult
jobs in the club, well done. Russell Ford kept us informed and up-to-date and Kevin Roberts, aided by Jane,
kept us amused and poorer. But without Keith Pretty, the wider world would not have known what we were
about. Thank you PR guru. Thanks Peter Konjevic, Clarrie Debnam and William Wong for managing
numbers.

Thank you also to William, Christine and staff at the Hong Kong Inn for their excellent hospitality on
Tuesday nights. They look after us so well and nothing was ever too much trouble.

Congratulations Merv, on being elected as President 2018/19 and | know, with the support of our club, you
and Jenny will have a very successful and enjoyable year.

And to my wife and partner Pauline, you have worked with me § 78
from day one to make this the best year we could deliver. On

behalf of the club and myself, thank you, thank you most § |
sincerely for all your support. ‘

Yours in Rotary
David Proposch
President




Club Administration

Attendance

Peter Konjevic, with Clarrie Debnam’s help, made the numbers add up. A splendid job.
Attendance overall at meetings and club activities has averaged over 80% across the year, with
the new ‘5th Tuesday Social’ dinner also attracting high attendance.

Bookings & Apologies

The streamlined approach and patience of William have proved effective for members...generally.
Bulletin

Russell Ford has rightly received a constant stream of compliments for his efforts in weekly
producing an excellent and informative club Bulletin.

Dinner Programs

Pauline Maunder, ably assisted by Anita Coonan, has again added to our general knowledge on
many things with a diverse and interesting series of programs for our meetings, keeping us
informed, engaged and involved.

Property Master

William Wong always has our meeting requirements organised when we arrive for dinner, and/or
when we visit elsewhere. Thanks William.

Rotary family

Peter Williams and Max Hine kept us all up to date on the welfare of our members and families.
Sergeant at Arms

Sergeant Kevin Roberts and Assistant Jane Playdon made us smile, laugh or cringe as they
added to the coffers each week.

Social Events

Glynn Fankhauser, Don Kelly, Peter Williams and Mark Howes engaged us in Melbourne for
‘Dream Lover’, in Tynong for dinner and the races, in Icy Creek for a warm weekend and at the
highly successful Mike Brady event at Logan Park. Well done.
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Yours in Rotary,
Tim Wills
Director Club Administration
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On-to-Conference

District Conference at Gippsland Grammar in Sale was attended by Merv & Jenny Deppeler,
Colin & Val Gardner, Sue & Ray Howe, Pauline & David Proposch, Tim Wills and District's
Probus Liaison Jean Mawhinney. And we caught up with  Amy Turner.

We had some most inspirational speakers and some with down-to-earth advice on being effective
and visible Rotarians. And the Conference Dinner was most enjoyable with excellent venue at
Gippsland Grammar, a very nice meal, most efficiently served and great music from the Big Band.

We were also advised that the 2019 conference will be a combined event for three of Victoria’'s
four districts and be held at the Melbourne Convention Centre. It should be “huge!!”.

Yours in Rotary,
Merv Deppeler
President Elect/On-to-Conference
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Fundraising

The fund raising events for the year have been more of the same and an excellent new event
Thank you all members, partners and friends who have contributed to our success.

Monthly Craft and Produce Market

Our monthly market has been the anchor fundraising effort over the year. A big thank you to
Keith Pretty who organised to have power connected to the rotunda at Civic Park which makes it
more comfortable, especially in winter. | would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
volunteers, particularly the core group who always put their hands up, for making our market so
successful and growing each year.

Big Blokes Breakfast

Members again helped clean up at Lardner Park after this most successful, local fundraiser and
were rewarded with a donation of $1,000.

Drouin Swap Meet and Show & Shine

Bill Petschack and his committee have once again organised a great Swap Meet, and did a much
better job with the weather this year too. 2018 saw an increase in the number of stallholders,
both outside and in the pavilion and we also saw a big increase in Show ‘n Shine vehicles.

A big “thank you” to all the volunteers who worked to raise a net profit of $9,063, which included
$1,064 through coffee sales. Well done Bill and thanks to the ‘Bean Scene’ for their machine.
The reins will be taken over by Gary Scanlon next year and we look forward to another great job.

Polio Plus Soup Saver Night

Merv & Jen Deppeler invited us into their home for a dinner and fund raiser for Polio Plus. Very
good attendance yielded in excess of $800 on the night.

FarmWorld

Jeff Copping, well assisted by Gary Scanlon, organised the volunteers again this year, resulting
in one of our core activities again adding just over $7,000 to our available funds.

Mike Brady Dinner Show

A chance meeting between Leigh Bates and Mike Brady ‘on the road’ with last year’'s Variety
Bash ultimately resulted in a most successful evening at Logan Park, where a sellout event
raised more than $20,000 through ticket and raffle sales and an auction of many items donated
by generous supporters of Rotary Centenary House and Variety-the children’s charity, who each
received $10,000. Congratulations Don Kelly and committee for the organisation.

Monthly in-house Raffle

A number of local businesses generously donated vouchers for their goods or services which
were the prizes raising funds for the ‘Polio Plus’ program—over $1,000. Thank you to Hong Kong
Inn, Digrandi’s Butchers, McDonalds, Domino’s Pizza, Steam & Riddles, Drouin Gourmet Café,
Golden Bakery, Nick’s Bakery, Middels, Gippy Fish & Chips, Warragul Travel & Cruise, Stihl
Shop Drouin and Silvan Pumps.

Yours in Rotary,
John Tricarico
Director Fundraising




New Generations

MUNA - Model United Nations Assembly

Two students from Drouin Secondary College
were interviewed and chosen to attend MUNA in
May. This year the event took place on Phillip
Island. The two students, Thalia Mitchell from
year 10 and Ryan Simioni from year 11, were
representing South Africa. They both enjoyed the
experience and learnt a lot. | must express how
helpful the college was, especially their English
teacher Simone Hoogeveen.

NYSF - National Youth Science Forum

Letters were sent to the four schools in our Drouin
catchment, with only one student being interested.
In the end unfortunately, the timing of the course,
January 2018, was not convenient for his family.

RYLA—Rotary Youth Leadership Award
Enthusiasm was high from local schools but event
was cancelled before we had nominees. There
are plans to hold it later in 2018.

RYPEN—Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment
We had a candidate but she pulled out.

Science Experience Program

The Summer holiday activities for Year 9 & 10
students, in January at the Berwick campus of
Federation University, will be promoted soon.

We have also supported local students through
secondary scholarships in 2017, breakfasts at
Drouin Primary, sponsoring ’Fit2Drive’ driver
instruction at Drouin Secondary College and
Chairo and, we held our annual dinner at the
‘Food 4 Thought’ restaurant.
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I will take this opportunity to say thank you to
Rotarian Anita Coonan for giving me so much
help this year, after this role unexpectedly be-
came mine.

Yours in Rotary
Jane Playdon
Director New Generations

Public Relations

| begin by thanking the foundation of the
Public Relations for our club — Keith Pretty:
photographer, main editorial writer and
organiser of others.

Keith has secured a high profile for the club
through articles and photos for the markets,
dinners, special events, our Australia Day
breakfast and party in the park and by his
maintaining our close relationship with the
Warragul & Drouin Gazette and 3BBR FM.
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The record maintained by Keith includes:
sixteen articles with photos; twelve articles
where Drouin Rotary has received recognition
from others; paid advertisements in the Trader
and Gazette; and, in publications from the
many organisations we support e.g. West
Gippsland Eisteddfod. Congratulations Keith.

Our ‘Mike Brady Dinner’ and the Swap
VAR Meet put our name front-and-centre
=8 across our towns and district.

President David decided to give us an
updated look with new badge design, which
certainly makes us stand out at meetings.
Well done. And, David has also purchased
two new flags to fly at our activities. Look
good and add to our profile.

Secretary Tim has maintained our website
and many have contributed to Facebook to
keep the message current.

Particular acknowledgement and thanks to
Carolyn Turner and the Gazette, for their
close relationship and support again this year.

We will attract new members when they see
us out-and-about helping the community and
having fun. That’'s PR.

Yours in Rotary
Jeff Copping
Director Public Relations



Membership

The past year has been one of change. We
commenced President David’s year with a
membership of 56 and we end with 53.

Sadly, Paul Bird lost his great battle with brain
cancer at the end of 2017, and later Honorary
members & Past Presidents Terry Palmer and
Pat Grogan also passed to higher service.

Bill Frew left the club after ten year’s with us to
concentrate on his writing and Dean Atkins -
twelve years - left due to work and family
commitments. Jean Mawhinney - with us for
five years - decided to transfer back to Maffra
club due to family commitments.

But on the plus side, we were very pleased to
have lan Symons transfer in from Cranbourne
- twenty seven years. And with partner and
PHF Judy, has been very active with the club
since his arrival.

We held a most successful and very well
attended dinner meeting to celebrate the
‘International Women’s Day’ and, in time, we
may increase membership through some who
attended as guests that night.

Many milestones were reached by members
for years of membership: Dick van Leeuwen
and lan Gaffney (40), Rex Greenland (25),
Peter Williams (15), Jo McKechnie, Sharryn
Marshall and Pauline Maunder (10), Tricia
Jones and Kevin Roberts (5).

And Bill Zeldenryk joined our band of Honorary
Members.

| wish Merv and his team all success in the
coming year.

Yours in Rotary
Jeff Copping
Director Membership

Foundation
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Drouin Rotary Foundation devoted the October
market to Polio. The Polio banner was
borrowed from Warragul Rotary, a tin rattle was
held (collecting over $100) and brochures
outlining Rotary’s role in the fight against Polio
were handed out to market attendees.

In conjunction with this, the Club held a “Soup
Saver” meal in place of the normal meeting.
Members and their partners enjoyed a soup
and bread dinner, raising over $800 toward the
“End Polio Now” fund. Many thanks go to the
members and partners who assisted with this
evening by making a delicious range of soups
and to the wonderful support provided by all.

In October and June, John Tricarico held raffles
for locally donated gift vouchers. The proceeds
of these have been donated to the ‘End Polio
Now’ fund. Thank you John for assisting with
the Club’s $2,300 contribution to the fund.

Our Rotary Club has prepared an application
for a District Grant to assist Mawarra renovate
their reception area. This project is part of a
project undertaken with Mawarra and the
Neerim District Lions Club. Thanks go to David
and Tim for their assistance with completing
and submitting the application.

In March, ten Drouin Rotarians and partners
supported the Rotary Club of Pakenham's
Rotary Foundation Dinner at the Pakenham
horse races. It was a beautiful evening, the
racecourse looked magnificent, dinner was
enjoyed and lots of discussion and laughs
regarding which horse would receive the $1 or
$2 bet. Thanks to our Proposch, Bennett,
Dykstra and Fankhauser couples for supporting
the evening.

We have more than doubled our members who
contribute to Foundation through the Centurion
Club. Seven members have given $100 each
this year.

The Club’s total contributions to Foundation
have exceeded $10,000 in 2017-18, plus we
gave $25 per member to Australian Rotary
Districts' project ‘End Trachoma 2020'.

Yours in Rotary
Merv Deppeler
Director Foundation & International



Community Service

During September and October 2017 the club
supported Olivia’s Place through the purchase
of materials, fabrication and fitting of shelving
units for their storage areas. The work was
completed by Leigh Bates, Merv Deppeler, Max
Scott and Roger Playdon with some support
from Drouin Men’s Shed. In May of 2018 we
were again requested to provide urgent support
to Olivia’s Place to renovate cots for them to
supply to waiting clients. This work was solely
provided by Maxwell Scott.

The Drouin Cemetery Trust asked our club to
support them in straightening and levelling
grave stones at the cemetery. A small working
group, under the guidance of lan Symons,
started the work on 12" October. The project
set off to a good start but as the summer went
on the number of volunteers dwindled. It has
been a disappointing project that we will review
at the beginning of next year.

Our support to the ICE MELTDOWN Project
has been ongoing throughout the year. Bob
Vogt, Terry Blundell, Jane and Roger Playdon
have attended some of their monthly meetings
at the Anglican Church Hall. Kevin Roberts and
Bob Vogt also attended their 4" Birthday
celebration on 7™ June.

This year

our support to the Drouin g

=

L2 was led by Bil
__Petschack. The
Business  Group E
of Drouin asked
us to provide our BBQ and a team to
man it on 1% December. All proceeds from the
BBQ went to our club. We had a extremely
good turn out of volunteers to help at the BBQ.
However it must be said that the number of
people buying our BBQ items was low and this
was partially due to another BBQ having been

set up on the main street of Drouin.

Our support to the Ficifolia Festival parade this
year was led by Kevin Roberts with Tim Wills,
and we had a very good number of volunteers.

And then, add all the individual contributions by
members who are working out in the our
community with organisations that include:
Committee for Drouin, Friends of Drouin Trees,
Drouin History Group, Lyrebird Village, Men’s
Shed, Longwarry History Group, our churches
and schools and, do not forget the ‘back-room’

organisation for what we as a club do and

achieve. It all adds up.

And we have calculated that a TOTAL of at
least 2,500 hours have been given directly
in service to our community which, at a
modest $25/hour equals $62,500 in-kind
contribution in the service of our Drouin,
district and international communities.

Yours in Rotary
Roger Playdon
Director Community Projects




Donations & Support 2017-2018

West Gippsland Healthcare Group $23,025
Gippsland Rotary Centenary House $10,000
Variety - the children’s charity $10,000
Rotary Foundation 2017-18 (pledge) $ 7,020
Fit 2 Drive - Drouin Secondary College and Chairo $ 2,030
BBCC Food Relief $ 2,000
End Polio Now 2017-18 (pledge + fundraising) $ 2,300
Mawarra $ 2,000
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre $ 1,500
End Trachoma 2020 - $25 per member $ 1,375
Drouin Primary School - breakfast club $ 1,000
Operation Cleft $ 1,000
ROMAC $ 1,000
Royal Flying Doctor $ 1,000
Wheelchairs for Kids $ 1,000
Rotary Youth Projects - MUNA $ 750
Drouin History Group $ 700
Yooralla (Drouin) $ 650
Breast Cancer Comfort Cushions $ 500
Drouin Girl Guides $ 500
Drouin Scouts $ 500
ICE Meltdown Project $ 500
West Gippsland Music & Drama Eisteddfod $ 500
AED Project $ 313
Prostate cancer foundation $ 280
Olivia’s Place shelving $ 262
Australian Rotary Health - Lift the Lid $ 250
Uplift Bras-Gippsland $ 250
Warragul Municipal Band $ 100
TOTAL $72,305
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ARMSTRONG, Frederick
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PRETTY, Keith Albert

DRYSDALE, Bruce Graham Henderson
PEDERSEN, Knud Helge H. (Peter)
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TANNER, Donald Charles
WILLIAMS, William Gordon
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ZELDENRYK, Willem (Bill)
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WATTS, Graeme Eric
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GARDNER, Colin Arthur
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TINDLE, Graeme John
BLUNDELL, Terrence
BUIRROWS, June*
MULCONRY, Gwen*
GREENLAND, Rex (Sapphire pin)
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MAUNDER, Brian*
BIBBY, Judy*

FARMER, Judy*

WILLS, Timothy Roland
SURMAN, Gary Ian
DAVINE, Paul M
KONJEVIC, Peter

REES, Leigh

PROPOSCH, David
DEPPELER, Merv
TINDLE, Yvonne*

* community members

HONORARY MEMBERS
Don Tanner Terry Palmer
Keith Doherty Rob Collins
Arie de Wit Leigh Rees
Ian Gaffney Alan Ferguson
Pat Gogan Bill Zeldenryk




Rotary Club of Drouin 2018-19
Office Bearers, Directors and Service Committees

Rotary

Rotary Club of Drouin

President

President Elect/Secretary

Past President/Director Membership
Treasurer

Director Fundraising

Director New Generations

Director Rotary Foundation

Director Community Service
Sergeant-at-Arms

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
Attendance Peter Konjevic
Club Historians Don Blackley, Max Hine
Club Protection Officer Tim Wills
Programs & Social Pauline Maunder
Property Master William Wong
On-to-Conference Tim Wills
Risk Management Micael Ambrose/Ian Brooks
Rotary Family Peter Williams
Bookings & Apologies William Wong

PUBLIC RELATIONS & MEMBERSHIP

Membership Terry Blundell
Photos Ian Symons
Website/Facebook Tim Wills

ROTARY

Rotary

(Object of Rotary

The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of
service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular,
to encourage and foster:
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e as an opportunity

. High ethical standards in business and professions; the
recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations;

and the dignifying of each Rotarian's occupation as
an opportunity to serve society;

. The application of the ideal of service in each
Rotarian's personal, business, and community life;

. The ad | understanding,
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of
business and professional p united in the ideal
of service.
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Merv Deppeler

Tim Wills

David Proposch

Max Scott

John Tricarico

Anita Coonan

Russell Ford

Roger Playdon

Gary Scanlon

SERVICE COMMITTEES

Community Service
Australia Day, Bowel scan, Combined Service Clubs,
Committee for Drouin, Ficifolia Festival, Drouin
Probus Clubs and Rotary Centenary House
Roger Playdon (Chairperson), Ian Bennett,
Pauline Maunder, Max Scott, Robert Stewart,
Kevin Roberts

New Generations
Youth Projects (MUNA, NYSF, RYLA, RYPEN, RYDA)
Anita Coonan (Chairperson)

Fund Raising Projects

Produce & Craft Market, Special Projects
John Tricarico (Chairman)

Farm World, Swap Meet & Market
Roger Playdon, Gary Scanlon
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