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President’s Report

| thank the Board, Rotarians and Partners for the efforts they have put in this year to allow us
to achieve the goal of providing service to the community, hence ensuring that our year has
been successful and rewarding.

At meetings we were entertained by Gary and Jane’s fine sessions, in Gary’s words, one should not let the truth
get in the way of a good story. Hopefully we were inspired by the guest speakers who addressed us throughout
the year. | believe all Rotarians, and in particular, the proud parents of the Rotarian children who spoke, should
be encouraged by the fine achievements of each and everyone of them. We were impressed by the young
people from Drouin Secondary College who shared their experiences in the DOVE program, helping to make a
difference in the lives of Cambodian families while also discovering the huge impact it had on their own lives. Of
great interest to all were the speakers from local businesses, how fortunate we are to have these people in our
community perhaps one of our aims should be to tap into this resource and make greater use of their skills.

With the support of the Board and Members, my aim for this year was to support and help the local Community
with hands on service work, projects and fund raising. Our monthly market continued to be the back bone of our
fundraising, ably run by John and Roger. Both are continually seeking to improve the quality of and services
provided by the market. In November, John assisted by Rotarian/auctioneer Peter, ran a highly successful
Clearing Sale at Bellbird Park. Funds raised were donated to the drought relief through the Rotary District and
East Gippsland. Our Rotarians came to the fore once again when fires hit our area in March. Proceeds of a
market were donated to BlazeAide, Rotarians to assisted with cooking meals for BlazeAide volunteers and food
was donated. As a consequence of the fire our annual Swap Meet was cancelled, leaving a large hole in our
fundraising but in typical Rotary fashion everyone pooled together to assist Gary in the huge task of informing the
public of this cancellation.

Our Community has been supported by Rotary service hours through: of D
rr
Olivia’s Place — Max and Roger have repaired cots pistri,

Yooralla — Kevin has provided ongoing hands on assistance

Drouin Cemetery — lan and team have worked fortnightly to improve the
grounds

Drouin Secondary College — Tim and team with VCAL Ready for Work
program
Mentoring — Tim and the Ambulance Service

L2P — lan S and lan H assisting learner drivers
Congratulations and thanks to all who have assisted in these areas.

Young people have been assisted by the Club in many ways. Thanks to Pauline we enjoyed the film “The Book
Club” and raised funds for “Care Packages” for kindergarten children in Drouin. Drouin Primary School “Breakfast
Club” has enjoyed our patronage as has Drouin Secondary College with assistance to the DOVE program and,
thanks to Anita, students attended the CONOCOPHILLIPS Science Experience and MUNA. In June we attended
Food 4 Thought, enjoyed a tasty meal, planned, prepared and served by the hospitality students.

It would be remiss of me if | did not thank Tim and Max for the great jobs they have done as my Secretary and
Treasurer. They each contributed many hours to ensure the Club ran smoothly and successfully. They have
made my time as President both easier and enjoyable. Thank you to William, Christine and Staff at the Hong
Kong Inn for their hospitality. Thanks to Sam for the support he provided each week to guest speakers with their
audio-visual requirements.

| congratulate Tim on being elected to the role of President in 2019-2020 and wish him every success. | know
that the Members will support him in the same manner they have supported me and make his year successful
and enjoyable.

Yours in Rotary
Merv Deppeler



Club Administration

Attendance
Peter Konjevic, with Max Scott and Clarrie Debnam to assist, made the numbers add up. A splendid job. Three

members achieved 100% attendance, one being Clarrie Debnam - 35th year, and he was joined this year by
Sharryn Marshall and President Merv. Attendance overall at meetings has averaged over 80% across the year.
Bookings & Apologies

The patience of William has again proved effective for members.

Bulletin

Jenny Deppeler is complimented for her efforts in weekly keeping the members and those further afield informed
about club business and activity. Thank you Jenny for all your hard work.

Dinner Programs

The President and his #1 Chief Assistant took on this role in 2018-19 and aimed to have as much Drouin talent—
current and moved on—as possible. The diversity was well received by members who regularly stayed well after
the bewitching hour of 8.00 PM.

Property Master

William Wong always has our meeting requirements organised when we arrive for dinner, and/or when we visit
elsewhere. Thanks William

Protection Officer

Disappointingly, this club has only twelve members with current Working with Children certificates plus Rotary
International registrations. As a consequence our ability to be involved in youth-related service has been in-
volved. We will work to increase that number next year.

Rotary family

Peter Williams and Max Hine kept us all up to date on the welfare of our members and families.

Sergeant at Arms

Sergeant Gary Scanlon and Assistant Jane Playdon, with occasional help from Ray Howe and enthusiastic
“Collector” Sharryn, made us smile, laugh or sometimes cringe as they entertained each week.

Social Events

Glynn Fankhauser and team organised a most enjoyable evening for about forty members & partners to attend a
show at the newly completed West Gippsland Arts Centre — Tom Burlinson. We hosted Warragul Rotary Club at
our annual Pie Night, had a lawn bowls night , enjoyed the Christmas social and our 5th Tuesdays around town.

Yours in Rotary,
Tim Wills

On-to-Conference 2018-19

Seven members and two partners travelled to Melbourne in mid-February for the Multi District Conference. More
would have been present but things like: need to prepare for the sale of a large business; working at the Drouin
market; and, directing traffic that wanted to join the Ficifolia Festival Parade along Princes Way kept potential
attendees in Drouin.

Those attending had a most informative and diversely entertaining time. Given three Districts combined for this
Conference, you could expected this. Great speakers (including past RI President lan Risely, Christine Nixon,
Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally Capp), great entertainment (including Marina Pryor), inspirational displays, great
company & fellowship. A privilege to have been able to attend. And next year? Bendigo ‘Breaking the Chains’

2019 Victorian
Multi District
Conference

VOLUNTEERS in ACTION




Fundraising

Our fundraising efforts this Rotary year have been busy as well as rewarding for those members, partners and
friends who gave up their personal time to achieve another strong result.

Monthly Produce and Craft Market

Our monthly Market continues to be an outstanding success. We have been very fortunate as the weather has
been very favourable apart from one month in which we had to cancel early in the morning due to poor conditions.
| would like to give a special thanks to Roger & Max who organised a spreadsheet showing all stallholder’s sites,
making the job much easier. Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped throughout the year. After eight
year’s coordinating the Market on behalf of the Club, | have handed the reins over to Rotarian Roger who ensures
its growth and its continued success. We have raised in the Rotary year over $15,000. As a gesture of help for
the Farmer’s Drought Relief, we made a grant of $1,300 early in 2019, followed by a BlazeAide grant.

Big Blokes Breakfast

| would like to thank all the Rotary members who offered their time to clean up at Lardner Park as a result of
which we received a donation of a $1,000 for our services. And thank you Rotarian Kevin for your leadership in
this.

Grand Opening ‘Wares on Main Street — Drouin

We held a Barbeque and raised a total of $297 which we also donated to the Farmers’ Drought Relief Fund.
NAIDOC Week Celebration

On behalf of the Baw Baw Shire, we conducted a barbeque at Drouin Memorial Park to celebrate this important
event. The Shire contributed to this event the sum of $543.

DIANE JANE CANDICE _ MARY
KEATON FONDA  BERGEN  STEENBURGEN

Film Night

A very successful night was organised by Rotarian Pauline to aid the Care Packs project for pre-school children in
our local area. These packs were distributed with the help of local Kindergartens and Maternal Health Centres.
We raised a total of $1,154 as a result of Pauline’s initiative.

Farm World — Lardner Park

This year’s coordinator, Rotarian Gary Scanlon was well pleased by the many volunteers who helped in raising
$6,720 for our Club. Gary would like to offer Bill Petschack and Kevin Roberts a special thanks for their help, and
to all the volunteers who helped out over the four days.

Ramahyuck — Christmas Barbeque

In December last year, we were asked to provide lunch for the local Ramahyuck Centre. We raised $486 for our
effort. Thank you to the many club members and friends who helped on the day.

In-House Raffle

The Club would like to thank the many business in Drouin who donated vouchers and goods which were prizes
for raising funds for Polio Plus, Farmers Drought Relief and BlazeAide | thank the following business on behalf of
the Rotary Club of Drouin for their support: Hong Kong Inn, Di Grandi's Butchers, Steam & Riddles, Stihl Shop
Drouin, Drouin Golden Bakery, Drouin Gourmet Café, Gippy Fish & Chips, Nick’s Bakery, McDonalds, Domino
Pizza, and Silvan Pumps (Selecta). We raised a total of $1,385.



Drouin Swap Meet and Show ’n Shine

Unfortunately, due to the Bunyip bushfires the event was cancelled and rescheduled to the 10™ November
(2019). Rotarian Gary Scanlon would like to thank all the volunteers who prepared site prior to the cancellation.
Food that could not be stored was donated to BlazeAide. Special thanks to PP David Proposch who organised
the food and drinks for the occasion.

Drouin Lights Up

At this new and wonderful community event we raised, after expenses, a total of $1,002 for the Club, Again many
thanks to the volunteers who helped with the barbeque.

Warraqul Motor Cycle Club — Mt Worth — Enduro

Due to the unfavourable weather, the two events were cut short. However, we were fortunate to raise $1,847 for
the Club from effort. Surplus food was donated to the CFA members fighting the Bunyip fires. Thank you, to all
the brave souls who trekked up to Mt Worth.

Clearing Sale — Bellbird Park

A special thanks to Rotarian Peter Williams who led the organisation of the Clearing Sale Auction. The Club
made a profit of $7,720 with the money going to the Farmers Drought Relief Fund. Particular thanks again go to
Rotarian Gary Scanlon who used his tractor to help purchasers with equipment.

Yours in Rotary
John Tricarico

Rotary i¢
Club of Drouin

ict 9820

Foundation
The Rotary Club of Drouin has continued to strongly support Rotary Foundation
throughout 2018/19, both financially and with information sessions to members
and the general public.

The Club has honoured its commitment of a pledge of US$100 per member and, seven members have
continued Centurion Club their contribution of A$100. Collections and raffles to support the End Polio Campaign
and Foundation in general were conducted.

The concentration of activity and fund raising occurred in November to coincide with the Rl Calendar dedicating
November as Foundation Month, when Past DG Charlie Spiers, District Foundation Chairman, addressed the
Club.

As Director | also addressed members on several occasions to encourage Centurion membership and outlining
the work of Foundation.

We thank the Market organisers for the opportunity to fundraise and the
Club members who have made personal contributions both financial and of
their time to assist and promote the work of Rotary Foundation.

Yours in Rotary,
Russell Ford




New Generations

This year we took every opportunity to engage with the programs that support the growth and development of our
future leaders.

CONOCOPHILLIPS Science Experience:

We supported four students from Drouin Secondary College (DSC) - Isabelle

Harvey, Jessica Addis-Shawyer, Camryn Olsen and Zarkara Smith - who went

to activities at the University of Melbourne and RMIT city campus in January.

The experience was over three days and students certainly gained an insight
AR ] ' 4 into science taught at university level. | was keen to visit and observe activities

with Jenny Deppeler and we visited both campuses on 16 January. Thanks Jenny for your assistance.

The girls were guest speakers at our meeting on 19 February and they shared their experiences and stressed

how much they enjoyed and were inspired by the ‘Experience’. Thanks again to Peter Russell, STEM co-ordinator

at DSC. We hope to send more students in the coming Rotary year.

RYPEN and RYLAH Leadership Programs
We were not able to find suitable candidates this year. Next year may be different.

Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA )

With excellent assistance from the English teacher Simone Hoogeveen from Drouin Secondary College, we were
able to select four students to participate in the 2019 MUNA. Our club sponsored one team (two delegates) and
we are very grateful to Rotary Club of Warragul for sponsoring the second team.

Students - Thalia Mitchell Yr. 11 with Xavier Swetman Yr. 11 and Emily Little Yr. 10 with Taylah Cunningham Yr.
11 - were involved in the MUNA over a weekend in May at Phillip Island. | attended on Saturday and was very
impressed with the students’ preparation and their debating ability.

Drouin Overseas Volunteer Experience (DOVE)
The club was pleased to hear from Drouin S.C. teachers (Jayden King and Karen Sandman) and students (Tyson
Murray, Corey Taylor and Ruby Simpson) about their recent visit to Cambodia on the DOVE program. The stu-
dents each raised $4,100 to participate in the program and the team raised over $20,000 in total, including our
contribution, which was used to provide books, medicine and needed equipment to under-privileged Cambodian
children and families. While in Cambodia the DOVE ;

team built a library for a school and equipped it with
books. They also built a home for another family.
The students could not speak highly enough of the
experience and the long lasting effect it has had on
them and their attitude to life.

Fit 2 Drive and L2P
2017-18 disbursements include funding sponsorship for the Fit-2-Drive program at Drouin Secondary and Chairo
Christian schools in the 2018-19 year, while two Rotarians - lan Haughton and lan Symons— volunteer their time
to assist learners in the L2P program to reach the required hours practice to earn their licence.

Yours in Rotary
Anita Coonan



Membership

Rotary International is finding membership a challenge world wide . We are no different in our District or club. But
membership is not only the responsibility of the Director. It relies on support and involvement from all the club
members.

District 9820 started the year with 1,305 members and in April was down to 1,292. We started the year with 53
active members and ended with 51, which makes us equal second largest club with Berwick and Mount Martha,
behind Frankston which has 64 members.

Many members achieved milestones this year, with perhaps the most significant being Keith Pretty’s 60 Years of
active service on 4th December, which was recognised by special presentations at our Christmas social.

Member Date of Induction Sponsor
Don Blackley 29 August 1978 - 40 years Russ Rees
Bob Smart 9 September 2013 - 5 years lan Bennett
Shane Candappa 23 September 2003 - 15 years Colin Ferguson
Keith Pretty 4 December 1958 - 60 years Fred Phair
Leigh Bates 16 December 2003 - 15 years Alan Ferguson
Graeme Tindle 3 February 2004 - 15 years Keith Pretty
Miceal Ambrose 9 March 1999 - 20 years Pat Gogan
Alan Ferguson 12 June1974 - 40 years John Saddington

The changes this year for Drouin have been:

. Two members (Vince Dijkstra and Terry Blundell) resigned for personal reasons. Terry was offered
and accepted Associate Member status for 2019-20

. Two members (Simon Kelton & Shelley Wyatt) resigned as they were not able to attend meetings or
engage in service activity. They were offered and accepted Associate Member for 2019-20

. Three members (lan Brooker, Bill Burrows and Bob Smart) have been on extended Leave of Absence
due to personal and/or family health issues for most of the year

. Two new members (Keith Cook and David Veal) were inducted at year's end. The club is very
pleased to welcome Keith & partner Diane, David & partner Jacqui

So why did the Board institute ‘Associate Member’ status and what is it? Well, it is in recognition of the fact that
some people want to keep connected to the club and engage in activities when possible, but they are not able to
commit to or deliver regular involvement and attendance...for a variety of reasons. They are effectively “friends” of
the club. It is given in the hope that after a year, circumstances may have changed and the former member is
able to return to the club as a full, Active member. It is not automatic and the Associate member is not registered
as a Rotarian.

The club has seven Honorary Members - Keith Doherty, Rob Collins, Alan Ferguson, lan Gaffney, Arie deWit,
Leigh Rees, Bill Zeldenryk.

We also have eleven non-member Paul Harris Fellows - John Atkins, Vin & Judy Bibby, June Burrows, John &
Judy Farmer, Lorraine Kinrade, Brian Maunder, Gwen Mulconry, Pam Pretty, Wayne Robinson (sapphire) and
Yvonne Tindle.

| wish incoming President (& Membership Director) Tim and his team a very successful year ahead.

Yours in Rotary
David Proposch



Community Service

Olivia’s Place
Our involvement and activities with Olivia’s Place have continued throughout the year . Olivia's Place, founded in

2012, by Kirsten Finger & Melissa Raymond, was initially established under a national organisation. It is now
governed by a local committee, with a focus on supporting families through the highs and lows of pregnancy and
early parenting. The mission of Olivia's Place is to offer support and assistance during any stage of pregnancy
and during early parenting - the first year of your child's life. It aims to provide practical, emotional and material
support and a much-needed link between those facing any difficulties during pregnancy and early parenting and
the services they need, within a professional framework. Rotarians Max Scott and Roger Playdon have provided
support mainly through the refurbishment of donated cots. Each cot takes on average 8 hours of work. Max has
refurbished 10 cots this year and we have given around 95 hours in total. We now sponsor and provide monthly
presence at the Drouin Market.

Drouin Cemetery

The lawn section of Drouin Cemetery is getting back on the level. There has been
a group of members, led by lan Symons who have attended there every second
Friday to progressively lift and align the grave plaques in the lawn section. Thanks &
to those who have collectively contributed around 150 hours to this worthy project.
With crowbars, shovels, wheelbarrows, spirit levels, and lots of energy they have
focussed their efforts on Section A and a few plaques scattered within the grave’s
headstones in the general section.

The task is to align the plaques in each line of graves, to lift those that have [
dropped and to make mowing and maintenance easier. ; :
There is much more to be done and now that a little rain has softened the surface we will be getting on the level
again. So come and join the Friends of the Cemetery group for a couple of hours and then a cuppa in
their tool shed to finish the morning.

Ficifolia Festival Parade

number of volunteers. Around 5 hours of community support hours were completed.

= Australia Day Breakfast

B® ® This year's Australia Day Breakfast was as usual arranged by the very committed
%, team of Pauline Maunder and including Anita Coonan under the expert guidance of
’ Keith Pretty. The breakfast was very successful and the report in the Gazette was

"W 7 enlightening.

- . L

N sl \uch hard work goes into the organisation of the Breakfast and the teams must be
congratulated on their efforts. The guests attending never see the huge amount of work done behind the scenes
that ensures a smooth and enjoyable Australia Day Breakfast. Around 50 hours of work by Rotarians each year
ensures that the 150 plus guests enjoy a great breakfast, provided for forty years by the Drouin CWA. Guests are

entertained by both the Warragul Municipal Band and a guest speaker.

Australia Day in the Park

Our usual team of volunteers, led by Bill Petschack, cheerfully arranged a barbeque and activities in Civic Park
this year. The turn out was quite poor but we still managed to enjoy some excellent fellowship and turned over
quite a few snags etc. The 45 hours provided helped our community to enjoy Australia Day. A good result.

Yooralla

Established as a support service for children with disabilities in 1918. Our support to the Drouin facility this year was
again ably led by Kevin Roberts. In fact, he did all of the work, from renovating the art room to re-hanging gates.
Kevin is acknowledged as a key contributor to the local operation. His efforts at Yooralla are an inspiration to us
all in Drouin Rotary. This year Kevin logged up in excess of 31 hours of volunteer work there.



BlazeAide is a volunteer-based organisation that works with families and individuals in rural Australia after the
natural disasters. Working alongside the rural families, the volunteers help to clean-up and rebuild fences and
other structures that have been damaged or destroyed. Equally important, volunteers also help to lift the spirits of
people who have experienced devastating losses through disaster. BlazeAide volunteers work for many months,
not only helping individuals and families, but also helping rebuild the local communities.

This devastating fire, so close to our own back-yard got us moving to help out where we could. We all felt the
need to do something. Russell Ford led our Rotarians and their partners in joining the weekly rosters to cook once
a fortnight at Bunyip Hall for those selfless volunteers that have spent their days toiling to clean up and replace
many, many kilometres of fencing. Overall, we will have contributed around 150 hours of community support by
the end of June 2019. Our thanks to Russell for his great organisation and for supplying beverages following the
cooking. Kevin Roberts also assisted in helping those affected by the fires. He worked with cutting and stacking
wood, delivery of star pickets and delivery of much needed second hand tools to the needy farmers. His efforts
contributed 25 hours of hard work.

Overall we have achieved what we set out to do, and that is:
To support our community through hands on assistance as and when required.
To enjoy the mateship and comradery provided when we are engaged in helping others less fortunate than
our selves.

And when we add the hours of preparation, administration and general behind-the-scenes service, we
can easily claim a total in excess of 2000 hours of community service this Rotary year.

Yours in Rotary,
Roger Playdon

Vocational Service Ideas

Make classification talks and business tours part of your club’s program

Join or form a Rotary Fellowship related to your vocation

Sponsor a career day for Rotarians to bring young people to their businesses
Support professional development

Sponsor a seminar for small business entrepreneurs

Hold informal professional networking events where members can meet with local professional and introduce
them to Rotary

Start a career counselling program geared towards equipping unemployed or underemployed adults with skills
they need to compete in the job market

Mentor a young person

Engage with local schools in activities preparing students to enter the workforce



Donations & Support 2018-2019

District Farmer’s Drought Relief Fund (RC Bairnsdale) $ 7,000
Rotary Foundation 2017-18 $ 6,615
West Gippsland Healthcare Group $ 5,000
District 9820 Disaster Relief Fund $ 3,000
Bunyip BlazeAid (volunteer’s catering) $ 1,230
Drouin Primary School - breakfast club $ 1,000
End Trachoma 2020 $ 1,000
Rotary Youth Projects - MUNA $ 750
AEDs $ 532
End Polio Now $ 510
District 9820—DG Partner Project—Skyhydrants $ 500
Operation Cleft $ 500
Wheelchairs for Kids $ 500
West Gippsland Music & Drama Eisteddfod $ 500
Drouin Scouts $ 500
Variety - the children’s charity $ 500
Olivia’s Place shelving $ 497
Rotary Youth Projects - Science Experience $ 400
Warragul Municipal Band $ 150

TOTAL $ 30,684

PLUS in-kind donations of food etc. to CFA fighting the Bunyip
fires and BlazeAid volunteers

V-E WEST GIPPSLAND HEALTHCARE GROUP
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A project of the Rotary Club of Scarborough
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Rotary Club of Drouin 2019-20
Office Bearers, Directors and Service Commaittees

Rotary

President/Director Membership

Secretary/President Elect/Administration

Past President
Treasurer

Director Community Service & Projects

Director Fundraising

Director Rotary Foundation
Director New Generations/Youth
Public Image & Publicity
Sergeant-at-Arms

COMMITTEES

ADMINISTRATION

Assist Secretary in all areas of administration :
Attendance Peter Konjevic
Club Historians Don Blackley, Max Hine

Club Protection Officer Ian Symons
Programs & Social All members
Property Master William Wong
On-to-Conference Russell Ford
Insurance Tan Haughton
Rotary Family Pauline Maunder
Bookings & Apologies William Wong

PUBLIC IMAGE & PUBLICITY

Manage communication—internal and external:
Newsletter & internet Jane Playdon
Media Releases Keith Pretty
Photos Clarrie Debnam & Ian Symons

COMMUNITY SERVICE & PROJECTS

Identify and manage service projects including:
Australia Day, Bowel scan, Combined Service
Clubs, Special projects

MEMBERSHIP
Develop membership plan, develop and manage
promotion and recruitment

NEW GENERATIONS/YOUTH
Initiate and manage involvement in Youth Projects
— MUNA, RYLA, Science Experience, Interact

FINANCE
Assist Treasurer with financial management and
disbursements

FUND RAISING

Identify & manage fundraising opportunities in-
cluding: Produce & Craft Market, Farm World,
Swap Meet and, Special Events

SOCIAL
Identify and manage opportunities for social
events for members and partners

’ ROTARY
CONNECTS
THE WORLD

Tim Wills
Russell Ford
Merv Deppeler
Max Scott

Bill Petschack
Kevin Roberts
lan Symons
Anita Coonan
Jane Playdon
Gary Scanlon

Rotary

PEOPLE orACTION

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and
foster the ideal of service as a basis of
worthy enterprise. This is achieved by
engagement through the Five Avenues of
Service:

CLUB SERVICE: focusses on strengthen-
ing fellowship and ensuring effective
functioning of the club

VOCATIONAL SERVICE: encourages
Rotarians to serve others through their
vocations and to practice high ethical
standards

COMMUNITY SERVICE: covers the pro-
jects and activities the club undertakes to
improve life in its community

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE: encom-
passes actions taken to expand Rotary’s
humanitarian reach around the globe
and to promote understanding and peace

YOUTH SERVICE: recognizes the posi-
tive change by youth and young adults
through leadership and involvement
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