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 Rotary Club of Drouin 
Fortnightly Bulletin 

Issue Number 20 

22nd or 23rd March   2023 
 

Guests  
Mike Playdon,  Brother of Roger  

Carol Fenwick  Pauline Introduced and welcomed Carol Fenwick who returned for a 3rd 

meeting and is a potential new member. Pauline gave a brief summary of Carol’s fascinating 

working career. We look forward to hearing the full version.  

Announcements: 
President Roger:  

President: Roger :Reminder for April’s Program Team: Meetings are on April 4th and 18th . 

 

Drouin Secondary College Breakfast Club ** 

Lois Ryan reported on her experience at this 

with Judy Alexander (pictured at left with Drouin 

Secondary College's Victoria McKay who showed 

them the ropes.).  
7:50 am until 9:15 am was the duration of the 

commitment. 

Lois described it as one of the easier tasks 

Rotarians are called upon to do. (so easy that 

even some of us blokes could do it ) 

 

 A Girls’ Day Out: Sat 1st April  

Clean Up  
Arrive at 6:55:00 pm from 7:00 pm to help with 

is. Contact  Kevin to help out if you have not 

done so already. 

 

 

Market Results: Ian Symons reported on a profit of 

$1755 from the Market. It was a beautiful day and stall 

holders were set up down the Path at the Start of the Two 

Towns Trail. 

 

Variety Bash Fundraiser: 
Ray Howe spoke on behalf of Leigh Bates about the 

Fundraiser planned for Friday 26th May at the Warragul Industrials’ Club Rooms. 

Wilbur Wild and his Band 

 

Tickets: $70 a head and Tables of 8 

Organising committee is Leigh bates, Ray Howe, Don Kelly, David Proposch, David Hobbs, 

Gerrard Bongiorno & Darren Dawson.  

https://rotary9820.org.au/
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Secretary’s Notes  
PO Box 102 is no more.  

The Official Address of the Rotary Club of Drouin is now  

c/- Hong Kong Inn 51 Princes Way Drouin 3818 

Rotary Freezer to be donated to Longwarry Foodbank as it no longer being used.  

The Mousetrap  

is fully booked out. So the proposed expedition Glynn was planning is not on 

 

Farmworld. Fri 24th March to Sun 26th Mar  
plus Bump In Tues 21st to Thurs 23rd. 

• Volunteer Lists are “finished”. BUT 
make sure you contact Gary of Kevin if 
your circumstances change. 

• Volunteers were given their passes. If 
you have not received your Pass collect 
from Ticket Box C when you arrive at 
Lardner Park. 

• Safety Vests can be collected at Ticket 
box C or Kev’s corner . 

• Please return your Vest if you will not 
be at Farmworld the Following Day so 
others can use it. 

Map of Farmworld Site for Lardner Park See 

Separate Attachment accompanying the 

Bulletin Email.  

Speaker Brian Ashworth: CEO of 

Disaster Aid Australia 
Brian arrived in Australia from the UK in 1991 and has 

been a member of several Rotary Clubs since joining in 

1996.  He became CEO  (a completely voluntary role) of 

Disaster Aid Australia in 2019  

 

Disaster Aid Australia is a project of the Rotary Club of 

Greater Dandenong and Endeavour Hills. 

https://www.disasteraidaustralia.org.au/  

 

Disaster Aid Australia provide international aid only and 

focus on the Asia Pacific Region. 

 
At Left: Brian Ashworth, Roger and the Sky Hydrant Water 

Filter 

 

Prior to Brian’s presentation, my understanding of 

Disaster Aid Australia was an organisation that originally provided shelter tents and 

equipment to families who had been impacted by a “disaster”.  

However over time they learnt that what disaster effected communities wanted was  

• Emergency shelter 

• Providing building materials to help rebuild homes 

https://rotary9820.org.au/
https://www.disasteraidaustralia.org.au/
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• Provide clean drinking water  

 

Their focus is now to provide:  

• Locally sourced material to help people rebuild their homes.  

approx $500 would enable a family to rebuild their home in many of these areas 

• Safe drinking water provided through Sky Hydrant water Filters. 

Sky Hydrant Water Filters  
These remarkable devices can produce 5000 litres of clean drinking 

water a day, 

• Cost about $5000 which is about the same as 5 Pallets of 

bottled water 

• And they can last 10 years with 5 minutes of daily maintenance. 

• Remove 99.999% of Bacteria 

 

The provision of clean water can a massive impact have on a 

community: 

80% of illnesses in children are caused by water borne diseases. 

Provision of clean water: 

• reduces illnesses (particularly in children) 

• leads to increases in school attendances rates 

• can reduce poverty by improving the health and productivity of a 

community 

 

Brian showed data of an 80% reduction school absence rates in 

schools in Bhutan where Sky Hydrant Water Filters had been installed.  

 

My lasting impression of this presentation was what great outcomes 

can be achieved by aid which is “clever” and “targeted”. 
 

 Drouin Rotary Protecting Hall Users 
The Rotary Club of Drouin Hills 

recently asked the Rotary Club of 

Drouin to help update the AED 

machine in the Drouin Anglican 

Hall, where that club and many 

other organisations regularly 

meet. The machine had begun 

beeping!  

Rotary’s Leigh Bates 

subsequently installed a new 

battery and new adult pads 

purchased by his club. “We have 

potentially vulnerable people 

attending our meetings and 

participating in short trips away” 

said Shirley Haynes, Secretary of the Probus club “and 

we were concerned that we were not able to protect them 

with a potentially faulty machine. We are very grateful for 

the generosity of our local Rotarians”. 

Wendy Shiels (Drouin Anglican 

Church), Shirley Haynes 

(Drouin Hills Probus) & Leigh 

Bates (Drouin Rotary) 

https://rotary9820.org.au/
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Drouin Anglican Church administration officer, Wendy Shiels supported Probus in their 

thanks to Rotary. “We are planning to buy a new machine, but this now means that the users 

of our hall are immediately protected” she said. “This gift gives us flexibility in the location of 

any additional machine”. 

Leigh urged Wendy and Shirley to register this machine and all future, additional machines 

with Ambulance Victoria at https://registermyaed.ambulance.vic.gov.au/ which is advice 

given to all owners of AEDs. That will mean a call to Triple Zero emergency about a heart 

attack helps guide callers to their nearest AED while waiting for an ambulance. 

 

Painters and 

Decorators: 
The Civic Park shelter in Drouin 

has been refurbished with new 

paint and repaired seats by a 

group of Drouin Rotarians.  

The shelter adjacent is a much 

used refuge for the sun and/or the 

rain for users of Civic park, 

particularly those enjoying time at 

the skate park nearby. It is also the 

facility used monthly by the Rotary 

club as its base in management for 

the ‘Drouin Produce & Craft 

Market’ and its BBQ service. 

“The shelter was in need of a 

facelift” said Club Service Projects 

coordinator Bill Petschack. “Some 

of the boards in the seat had been 

damaged or were showing signs of 

age and the painted surfaces 

needed work”. Paint was provided 

by Baw Baw Shire and nine 

Rotarians sanded, prepped and 

painted while others repaired the 

seating. 

“We even had a couple of people stop and make suggestions of what else we could do 

around town to deal with some tired facilities” Bill added. “We’ll talk to council officers and 

see what we can do”. 

Upcoming Programs: 
Date Description 

4th April  To be determined but don’t miss it. It will be a ripper 

18th April  Could be even better than the program on April 4th  

 

Program Groups 
May Group 5  

John Tricarico, Ian Brooks, Ian Bennett, Keith Pretty & Gary Surman 

L to R: Bill Petschack, Kevin Roberts, Max 

Scott, Colin Gardner, Bob Vogt, Don Kelly, 

Peter Konjevic, John Franklin and, 

photographer David Proposch 

https://rotary9820.org.au/
https://registermyaed.ambulance.vic.gov.au/
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Anniversaries 
Hatchings John Tricarico 3rd April, April Dianne Cook 2nd April 

Matchings    

Catchings Gary Scanlon 24th Mar 2015. 8 Years 

Request from Bulletin Editor: 
When you make an announcement at Rotary that you would like placed in the Bulletin, can 

you please provide a copy to Ian Haughton.  ianhaughton@dcsi.net.au  

That way your announcement can be  ACCURATELY included in the Bulletin. 

I can accept handwritten notes provided I can Read them. 

 

Thoughts From President Roger: 
“None of us is as smart as all of us”  Ken Blanchard 

 

Tony’s Trek: 
Tony Pearce, Chairman of the Victorian 'Emergency Services Foundation', is walking 1400 Kms 
around Victoria to raise awareness of mental health issues impacting on our emergency service 
workers and also funds to support research for future care. Tony left Melbourne on Friday and 
reached Drouin on Sunday afternoon where he was met by Drouin Rotarians and 
emergency services officers. He was given a $300 donation from the local Rotary club. 
He then walked on to Warragul in the company of Tony Walker, recently retired CEO of Ambulance 
Victoria. 
He received an "avenue of honour" greeting from officers at Warragul RSL where the local Rotary 
club provided a community BBQ and the RSL and SES then combined to present a trivia night. 
These two activities raised a further $2,700. An outstanding start to Tony's journey. 
The next day he headed off towards Moe en route to Mallacoota. Follow Tony's progress 
on esf.com.au/tonys-trek/  

 
From left: Tony Walker (former CEO of Ambulance Victoria – who walked with Tony to 

Warragul), Ambulance Vic officers Jo Algie, Jaclyn Bray & Dylan Wedlock, Drouin Rotarians 

Rex Greenland, Jane Playdon, President Roger Playdon, Ian Symons (former CFA), Keith 

Pretty, Tim Wills and Mike Playdon (from England) and Brian Bower (Warragul CFA) 

 

 

  

https://rotary9820.org.au/
mailto:ianhaughton@dcsi.net.au
http://esf.com.au/tonys-trek/
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Office Bearers, Directors and Service Committees   2022-23 
President:    Roger Playdon   

Secretary/Admin: Tim Wills    

Treasurer:   Mark Howes 

Immediate Past President:     Gary Scanlon    
Community Service/Projects:   Bill Petschack 

Work Force and Resources: Kevin Roberts 

Club Rejuvenation: Ian Symons 

Rotary Foundation:    Bob Vogt                

New Generations/Youth: Sharryn Marshall              Assisted by:            Russell Ford 

Insurance & Risk Management: Ian Haughton 

Sergeants-at-Arms: Rob Coustley  

  

Administration Assist Secretary in all areas of administration. 

Club Protection Officer: Ian Symons Rotary Family:         Pauline Maunder 

Attendance: Peter Konjevic Property Master:      William Wong 

Club Historian:   Don Blackley   

 Bulletin Editor Ian Haughton 
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