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How fortunate was I to have “Create Hope In the World” as the message for my Presidential year, especially 

as we are experiencing such conflict across the globe.   

There have been many highlights of my year and one was certainly celebrating this club’s 70th anniversary, 

a wonderful night with one hundred guests attending. Thanks to Russell Ford for researching and writing the 

last twenty years of the club with Don Blackley, producing it into a book. Thanks also to Keith Pretty for his 

detailed reminisces of the club over seventy years, for sixty five of which he has been a member. 

The installation and unveiling of a Rotary Peace Pole in Civic park was very successful, with students from 

Drouin Primary and St. Ita’s participating in this significant ceremony. “May Peace Prevail on Earth” is written 

in ten languages on the pole and is an enduring symbol of peace for our future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Drouin has Talent’ evening was held in the newly renovated Drouin Hub. Rotarians and their partners 

displayed their varied talents, raising funds for ‘End Polio’ across the world. 

We continued to reach out to connect with and serve the community – our involvement with the Breakfast 

Club at Drouin Secondary College is more than serving toast and milo. It provides young students with a 

friendly, warm and safe environment, modelling to them the value of volunteering. 

Similarly, we have assisted the Longwarry Lions with the delivery of food to people in need. This community 

service has been operating for four years and is more vital than ever as many more people are facing        

financial stress and food insecurity. 

We are gradually increasing the number of women Rotarians, working towards a better gender balance for 

our club. We must continue this trend and address the need for better diversity, equity and inclusion. 

We have welcomed several speakers from various fields, as well as enjoying our own members who have 

also entertained and informed us at meetings. 

Our Social nights on the fifth Tuesday of some months have been a great opportunity for fellowship, along 

with the Wednesday morning walking group and the Friday morning bike riders. Coffees afterwards have  

provided support, friendship and time for informal planning of upcoming projects and events. 

Our Rotary Family have supported each other in times of joy, illness and grief throughout the year. 

We welcomed Slade, Scott and Janette as new members inducted during the year. 

Many thanks to the twenty eight Rotarians and partners who worked at the Australia Day Party in the Park. 

Special thanks to the organizing committee of Roger, Mike, Lois and Dick. A great event serving the Drouin 

community. 

We have been able to give disbursements exceeding $46,000 to our community and Rotary International. 

Our major disbursement being $27,000 to the WGH for emergency trolley stretchers. Locally we have      

supported groups helping people in need. 

It was my great pleasure to give recognition of service through two Paul Harris Fellowships this year. First to 

Jean Haughton for her commitment and service to education, the arts and community and second, a         

sapphire pin to Russell Ford for service to this club but also most particularly to the community of Longwarry. 

I would like to thank all Rotarians and their partners for their generous support.  

President’s Report  



To my hard-working Board and coordinators, thank you:  

 To Secretary Tim Wills for your outstanding work and support, using your deep knowledge of all 

Rotary administrative and constitutional procedures;  

 To Treasurer Carol Fenwick, recently new to the club, for taking on this role with such enthusiasm 

and skill, ably assisted by Max Scott; 

 To Directors Judy Alexander and Ian Symons for reinvigorating our monthly Market, enhancing its 

management, financial success and increasing its appeal as the friendly community market it is today; 

 To Director Russell Ford for your engagement with the history of our Club, our youth in schools, 

and   service across the community; 

 To our Sergeant-At-Arms Colin Gardner, so knowledgeable and reliable in fines sessions, ably   

assisted by Lois Ryan; 

 To Peter Konjevic for recording attendance at meetings and taking meal payments; 

 To Kevin Roberts for being our leader and the organizer of our Lardner Park projects; 

 To Ian Haughton for overseeing our insurance and risk-management obligations so assiduously; 

To William, Christine, Sam and staff at the Hong Kong Inn for your service and hospitality; and,  

To Area Governor Di Harrison for coming to and supporting many of our major projects.  

  

 

To my husband Brian, the Presidential Consort, thank you for your love and support as you travelled  

every step of the way with me. To my family thank you for listening and being there for me. 

To our incoming President Mike and his wife Sandy, I wish you a very successful and enjoyable year – 

you have my and the club’s full support. 

I would like to finish by saying what a wonderful way to end my Presidential Year by attending a Rotary 

function at Cape Schank in early June. The two speakers were Rotary International President Gordon 

McInally and Professor Patrick McGorry. It reminded me of the collective power of Rotary as an            

international organization working for the betterment of humanity. Both Gordon and Patrick bought our 

attention to the alarming increase in Mental Health issues in our young people - both here and across the 

Globe. As mental health conditions are mostly unseen, there is not enough money being committed in 

this area by governments and philanthropists. We were urged as Rotarians to help in any way we are 

able both at club level and as individuals. 

A thought to leave you with – ‘An act of kindness is a precious gift to give”. 

Yours in Rotary, 

Pauline Maunder 

President 
 



Attendance 
Peter Konjevic has continued to greet all who join us for a meeting most warmly and ensures 
numbers are faithfully recorded and reported. 
Bookings & Apologies 
William Wong has yet again hosted us with generosity and good spirits, even though he is often 
tested by member’s forgetfulness. We thank all our host for their service. 
Bulletin 
It has been my pleasure to again draft the Bulletin every fortnight this year for members, partners 
and, up to fifty six recipients not in the club who have regularly commented on how much we do 
and the enjoyment we have. Best wishes to Di Wallace in taking on this responsibility next year. 
Dinner Programs  
Well done President Pauline Maunder for overseeing those individuals who have made the effort 
to keep us entertained, informed and engaged with a diversity of programs  this Rotary year. 
Property Master 
William Wong always has our meeting requirements organised when we arrive for dinner, and/or 
when we visit elsewhere. Thanks William. 
Rotary Family 
President Pauline has kept us informed on the ups and the downs of our members and our wider 
Rotary family. She has ensured that those suffering, one way or the other, know we are thinking 
of them. Thank you Pauline. 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
Colin Gardner has continued to serve us well as he who calls us to order and, with the assistance 
of Lois Ryan, encourages the donation of a dollar or two every meeting. They have put their own 
mark on the role and brought good humour and entertainment to the role. This is a fact noted by 
our guests and we thank them for their weekly dose of fun.  
 
Yours in Rotary,  
Tim Wills 
Club Administration  

Club Administration 

We have again exceeded our pledges to Foundation and the ‘End Polio Now’ project through the 
efforts of many and generous donations received. District Foundation Chair Mark Humphries took 
the opportunity of District Governor Linda Humphries’ visit to present us with Bronze Donor 
recognition for club donations exceeding US$100,000 in the last seventy years. 
 
Although the majority of our support has come from our general fundraising, there have been 
specific activities most worthy of note: 

 Auction income from the foreign currency etc. collected over months by Ian Symonds; 
 The ‘Drouin has Talent’ social event at the Drouin Hub, at which our President Elect 

confirmed that he should be leading the club in the coming year; 
 The donation boxes at the Drouin Terry White Chemmart. We thank Darren & Wendy 

for allowing us to place them in their store and acknowledge the initiative of Bob Vogt 
in getting them made and maintained and, for his and Maggie’s efforts with the raffle; 

 The auction of the End Polio Koala at our 70th Anniversary. Thank you Jessie Cottier; 
 Members who joined with the Rotary Club of Warragul in fundraising film nights; and 
 Four club members, although principally two, who have donated nearly US$2,500 this 

year as Centurions and regular donors. Thank you all. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
Sharryn Marshall 
Foundation 
 
 
 

Rotary Foundation 



After last year’s successful project, we were again       
approached by Drouin Secondary College (DSC)         
Vocational Stream students for assistance with their    
project. This year a team led by PP Leigh Bates worked 
with the students and Parks Victoria to replace rotten 
steps at Labertouche Caves. 
 

We have continued to support the Live4Life Program   
involving all secondary colleges in Baw Baw Shire,      
developing and delivering programs and processes in 
addressing teenage mental health. 
 

It was disappointing that we did not get local colleges to 
become involved with Rotary Model United Nations     
Assembly (MUNA) or The Science Experience, which 
have been supported in previous years, but we will have 
a team or teams for MUNA in the coming year. 
 

We were approached by a teacher at Drouin Primary 
School seeking involvement with the Rotary Junior   
Community Volunteer Program. The program was       
significantly modified, due to the particular needs of the 
school and the students, and delivered to twelve students 
who certainly benefitted from the activity. 
 

Under Rotarian Tim the DSC Breakfast Club program has 
continued this year.  
 

And for the second year in a row, we also provided a 
$1,000 support scholarship for students in need at DSC, 
with a grant from a Rotary District 9820 Foundation. 
 

 

 

 

After a presentation by Ozchild at a Dinner Meeting, two 
of our club’s Rotarians have been volunteering in a       
student mentoring program. 
 

President Pauline has include a donation to this year’s 
Camp-out-for-Kids in support of The Portsea Camp for 
under privileged kids. 
 

And, also looking to the future, we have been                
approached by the a teachers at Drouin Secondary    
College to assist a group of Year 11 students who will 
undertake various community service projects in Term 3. 

 
Yours in Rotary, 
Russell Ford 
Director New Generations  

New Generations  

Public Image and Public Relations are primarily aimed 

at telling the world how much we do in the community, 

how much fun we have as Rotarians and, we hope, 

attract others to become involved with us and perhaps 

join us. And the more often we get the message out 

there and the more ways we do it, the better our 

chances of attracting others to join in.  

 

Our Bulletin helps keep members informed but is also 

sent to nearly sixty people outside the club, some of 

whom probably share it further afield. And it is       

accessed by the wider community through our 

www.drouinrotary.com website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our two Facebook pages, one for the club and one for 

the Market, have an extensive and diverse-audience 

reach. Great work Judy Alexander in building the  

latter into one accessed by thousands. And also for 

your initiative of giving us a presence on ‘X’. 

 

 

 

Over many years, our relationship with the Warragul & 

Drouin Gazette has developed, in no small part due to 

the continued efforts of Keith Pretty. And that gives us 

the opportunity to reach across our community...as 

well as having the chance to boast and feel good. 

This year there have been fourteen articles printed 

and we even scored the front page banner for our 

70th Anniversary dinner. 

 

 

 

 

And when we are interacting with the community, our 

identification as Drouin Rotarians is great to see with 

members wearing their shirts, aprons, caps and high 

vis vests.  
 

We made use of many opportunities to be seen and to 

promote Rotary through such as the 

arts event at the Drouin Hub, at the 

market and when serving 

the community in a variety of 

ways. It all helps and we all 

have a role to play in this.  

 

Yours in Rotary 

Tim Wills 

Public Relations & Social Media 

 

Public Relations  

 



I have the pleasure to report that we have inducted three new members this year, being: Slade Baylis, Scott 

Forbes, and Janette Pocklington.  Those additions helped us counter the departures of Leigh Bates and Anita 

Coonan. 

 

 

 

  

Our membership at the end of this 2023-24 year remains at 46. 

Our Market continues to provide opportunities for interacting with younger members of the community. Our 

roving ambassadors and the hard working Rotarians at our BBQ shelter have approached members of the 

public to talk about the work of Rotary and our club and their interest in helping us carry out projects.   

We have found that the more structured approach to meeting with potential new members and discussing the 

work of Rotary with them works well.  New members are better informed about the obligations of membership 

and that there is a high degree of flexibility in what is expected of them. 

Looking ahead to 2024 -25 we will place more emphasis on attracting “Friends of Rotary” – those who are     

willing to help us complete or staff projects but who do not wish to become actual members.  We still have 

provision for Corporate Members but the Friends approach might be a more attractive option to some. 

Attracting new members is only the first step in creating a viable and sustainable club.  We all have a role in 

creating a welcoming and supportive environment for our new members.  Thankfully, I can report that we  

regularly receive positive feedback from visitors to our club about the friendly and welcoming environment we 

present to them. 

In concluding, I wish to record the passing of the following past member and partners.  
 
PROTECTION OFFICER 

In accordance with the Rotary’s requirements, early in July I will provide an updated Register of our members 

to the District Protection Officer.  It will record that we have maintained our very good compliance rate for 

those members who may participate in programs and activities that require direct contact with youth. 

Our New Member Process includes the provision of the Rotary Volunteer Form 3 as part of the nomination 

process and I am able to work with them after the acceptance of their nomination to obtain the completed 

form and assist in obtaining a Working With Children Check.   

All club paperwork relating to Club Protection is held by me in secure storage. 

I want to record my appreciation to all members of the club for their willing co-operation in ensuring that our 
club complies with the requirements of Rotary and the State legislation.  Thank you.  
 
Yours in Rotary, 
Ian Symons 
Director Club Rejuvenation 
Club Protection Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Rejuvenation & Youth Protection 

VALE 



 

 

 

 

As our Drouin Rotary Market continued this past year there have been a number of changes worth noting.  

Initially a small committee was set up to lighten the burden on Manager Ian Symons. He and Roger Playdon 

were able to put in place a Stallholders Site & List File System, making the bookings much more user friendly. 

We conducted a stallholder survey, with results leading to a Winter Break for the July and August markets. This 

enabled time to put in place some changes, including restructuring stallholder sites and placing permanent IDs 

on each one and, setting up a ‘Spring into Spring’ promotion for our return market in September. 

We applied for and received a small grant from the Bendigo Bank, which was utilized to purchase re-useable 

shopping bags for distribution to shoppers at the market. We have also set up on-line payments for stallholders, 

with over half of our monthly bookings now paying prior to the market, which lessens the work load on market 

day. 

For each market we have the use of the BBSC vehicle car park which Rotarians and stallholders can use, thus 

freeing up more street car parks for shoppers. 

Mike Kelleher has taken on the responsibility of the market volunteer roster for each market and we now have a 

permanent donation box at the BBQ each market, with monthly contributions allocated to a specific cause. 

A huge amount of work goes into the day, but that required before and after is also significant and delivered by 

a few generous individuals: Ian and Michael plan and prepare; Ian Haughton and Kevin Roberts put out and   

subsequently collect by signs and banners ; David Proposch and his small band of Ian Bennett, Ian Symons Bill 

Petschack and Don Kelly manage the BBQ i.e. prepare, deliver, set up and return so that Bill can clean it down; 

and, then there is the purchase and collection of drinks, bread, meat and eggs by David Proposch and John 

Tricarico. A massive effort, every month. Thank you all. 

A revision of BBQ prices and Stallholder fees was undertaken with amendments put in place and permanent 

signage around the Drouin CBD and regular local radio announcements give added value to stallholders.  

Our Social Media Profile and Posts are reaching further with followers doubling, and overall general feedback 

positive. During the past twenty eight days FB posts alone reached almost 6,400 people. 

Throughout the year our market continued to grow. Our recent May market was at capacity with a maximum 

number of stallholders and the BBQ having record sales. There will be no Winter Break this year. 

Market mornings create a great social atmosphere of Rotary fellowship and friendship allowing ongoing         

interaction within the community.  

I take this opportunity to thank President Pauline for her valued support. I also give thanks for the on-going   

support and input from all the Market Committee, along with all Rotarians who volunteer their time each market.  

My best wishes to President-Elect Mike Kelleher for every success in the coming Rotary year. 

Yours in Rotary  

Judy Alexander 

Market Director  

 

 



I am pleased to report that our well-established Market has enjoyed a year of consolidation  after a brief 

Winter break.  That break was used to review our operating arrangements and, the changes that were made 

have been well accepted by the stallholders.  

Changes made included redefining the site size and numbering to suit a standard 3m x 3m Gazebo.  Next 

has been a progressive stabilisation of the placement of regular stallholders on ‘their’ site.  The mix of stall 

types has also been improved.  Much of the credit for that has been Judy Alexander’s work chatting to other 

stallholders at the other markets she attends.  However, we can all take a little bit of the credit too, because 

we are apparently known as ‘a friendly market with a good feel’. 

I have established a regular routine of communicating with the stallholders, encouraging them to book early, 

pre-pay for their site and where possible, trying to meet their requests.   

There are some new ideas and themes that will be developed during the next year that should enhance our 

Market.  We will be offering a stall site to a community group each month as a fund-raising opportunity.  It is 

worth noting that community groups during this year have received “in kind” free site use to the value of 

nearly $1,000.  This is in addition to the very good income figures that have been reported each month. 

I particularly want to thank those members who are regular and reliable members of the market crew each 

month.  You have all contributed to the really successful results that the Market has enjoyed this year. 

Yours in Rotary 
Ian Symons 

Market Manager  
 
 



Community Service 

Drouin Secondary College Vocational Project 

Four students from Drouin Secondary College’s 
VCAL program approached the club asking for 
support with their community project: Replacement 
of steps at Labertouche Caves. Leigh Bates and I 
visited the site twice and met the students who   
designed the entire project in consultation with 
Parks Victoria Senior Ranger. Then, with the help 
of Leigh, Don Kelly, Max Scott and John Tricarico 
and Parks Vic, the students replaced a section of 
rotten stairs. Particular thanks to Leigh for leading. 

Big Blokes Breakfast 

Kevin Roberts organised the clean-up after the 
breakfast at Lardner Park.  Eight of the usual faces 
turned up for the cleanup and earnt the club        
valuable funds for their effort.  

Garden & Home Show 

Assisting Lardner Park with the running of the    
garden show, Kevin organised eight tractor drivers 
and eleven assistants to ferry people around the 
event over two days.  Each day involved six hours 
of work from our members and partners. 

De-badging Ambulance Uniforms 

Rotarians and partners (Rex & Jill Greenland,  
Jane & Roger Playdon, Keith Pretty, Dianne     
Roberts and Bob & Maggie Vogt) join me and 
Drouin Lions, CWA, members of Warragul     
Neighbourhood House clubs and off-duty           
ambulance officers as we continue to de-badge 
uniforms for repurposing locally, nationally and  
internationally to worthy causes. 

Girls Day Out 

The clean up at this event was well attended by the  
group of twelve who responded to Kevin’s call. 

Australia Day Party in the Park 

Roger Playdon chaired a committee organising a 
great day for community celebrating Australia Day 
in Civic Park, involving 26+ Rotarians and partners. 

Kids entertainment included a jumping castle, face 
painting pony rides and the popular animal farm. 

Farm World Field Days 

Kevin Roberts and Mike Kelleher filled rosters, with 
technical assistance from Slade Baylis to organise 
a well run Farm World roster this year. 

Bumping-in exhibitors from Monday until Thursday 
from gates 3 & 4 was followed by various roles on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Our club had twenty 
five members and partners  plus Bill Zeldenryk and 
AG Di Harrison staffing the gates, carparks and 
ticket boxes. 

Two tractor–trailers used to transport visitors 
around the site involved many of those previously 
on gates plus five additional volunteers and Julia 
Hurst. On Saturday night four Rotarians assisted 
with the popular rodeo. 

Breakfast Club at Drouin Secondary College 
 

Every Tuesday and Thursday of school term, teams 
of two from the twelve Rotarians who volunteer 
(Judy Alexander, Brian & Pauline Maunder, Jane & 
Roger Playdon, Janette Pocklington, David &     
Pauline Proposch, Russell Ford, Lois Ryan, John 
Tricarico & Tim Wills), or members of Drouin Lions 
in alternate months, turn up at the college at 7.45 
am to prepare toast and a drink of milo for             
students of all ages. A service greatly appreciated 
by the Student Welfare department at the College. 
 

Longwarry Lions Food Bank Deliveries 

Russell Ford continues to coordinate our              
involvement with this increasingly important service 
activity. He has relied on a core group of Rotarians 
and   partners (Josh Denehy, Carol Fenwick & Allan 
Storti, Peter Konjevic, Pauline & Brian Maunder, Bill 
Petschack & Gwen Kelly, Lois Ryan, Rob & Glenda 
Stewart, Dick van Leeuwen, Bob Vogt, Tim Wills) 
plus a number of community volunteers to keep our 
support active. 

Drouin Rotary Craft & Produce Market 

Every month, under the leadership of Mike Kelleher, 
a band of twelve, generally the same, flip eggs and 
sausages at the BBQ which has been delivered by 
David Proposch or one of his crew, and provisioned 
by John Tricarico, to serve all who are attending, 
including those who organised by Ian Symonds with 
the help of Roger Playdon and David Veal. 

East Gippsland Tool Sheds  

Kevin Roberts continued his collection of tools and 
equipment and subsequently drove it all down to 
East Gippsland for inclusion in the various Tool 
Sheds set up as part of the ongoing bushfire         
recovery process. 
 

The Crossing  
 

Ian Symons and Brian Maunder put muscle-to-the–
floor to lift old lino and prepare the surface for a new 
covering, saving considerable expense. 
 

R C KooWeeRup-Lang Lang Show’nShine 
 

Max Scott and Ian Symons answered the call for 
help from our neighbours and assisted with traffic        
direction and parking at that club’s major annual 
fundraiser. 
 

School Sports Victoria Cross Country 
 

Led by Don Kelly, Rotarians Glynn Fankhauser, Bill 
Petschack, Kevin Roberts, Ian Symons and Bob 
Vogt offered their services to park cars (300) and 
coaches (13 mini buses and 4 coaches) at the 
Drouin Golf Course for this major regional event  
involving around 600 students from across      
Gippsland - the Bairnsdale bus left there at 6.00 am. 
 
Yooralla Drouin  

Kevin Roberts continues his efforts to assist the    
local facility and clients in a variety of ways. 



And behind all this and the individual contributions which our members and partners give and the difference 

they are making in our community, is the large amount of often-unnoticed time donated in preparation,        

organisation, management, administration, behind-the-scenes support, cleanup and reporting/acquittal etc. 

that are essential for the success and excellent reputation we achieve. And for all that, thank goes to a      

number of individuals who keep on keeping on. 

Not all members are able to contribute to many of the things we do, for a whole 

variety of reasons. But, all members have skills, interests and associations which 

could potentially be leveraged to expand our “service” options and our reach. 

 EVERY member is encouraged to think about how this club can be involved and 

engaged with our community because that is how we increase our impact,       

expand our reach, keep all members engaged and, potentially, attract new     

people to join us in the great fellowship and excellent service we share.   

Yours in Rotary 

Tim Wills 

Director Community Service  



Donations & Support 2023-24 

West Gippsland Healthcare Group Emergency Department  $    27,090 

Rotary Foundation — Annual Fund donation  $      5,000 

Longwarry Lions Food Bank Mirboo North   $      1,500 

The Crossing donation  $      1,500 

St Vincent de Paul donation  $      1,500  

District 9820 Rotary Disaster Fund Mirboo North   $      1,000 

Australian Rotary Health  donation  $      1,000 

Rotary Foundation — Designated Funds End Polio  $      1,000 

Committee for Drouin Australia Day & Project  $      1,000 

Drouin Secondary College Scholarship   $      1,000 

Fairview Foundation—Homeless Women  donation   $     1,000 

Drouin Girls Guides Australia Day  $        500 

Drouin Lions Club Australia Day  $        500 

CWA — Drouin Branch Australia Day  $        500 

Yooralla — Drouin Branch donation  $        500 

LIFELINE—Gippsland donation  $        500 

Portsea Camp for Disadvantaged Kids donation  $        500 

The Men's Shed, Drouin History Group, 
Baw Baw Shire Council, Salvation Army, 
Drouin Lions, Ellinbank Primary School 

Drouin Rotary Market 

In-kind: stall donation   $        990   

AED Units in various locations  Maintenance & Renewal $         316 

TOTAL  $46,896 
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