Bylaws of the Rotary Club of Omaha Suburban
(amended 10.17.24)
Definitions
1. Club: 		Rotary Club of Omaha Suburban
2. Board: 	The board of directors of this club.
3. Director:	A director on this club’s board.
4. Member:	A member, other than an honorary member, of this club.
5. Quorum:	The minimum number of participants who must be present when a 
vote is taken: one-third of the club’s members for club decisions and a majority of the directors for club board decisions
6. RI:		Rotary International
7. Year:		The 12-month period beginning 1 July

Article 1  Club
Section 1 – Name: The name of the club is Rotary Club of Omaha Suburban.
Section 2 – Constitution: The Club and its members are members of Rotary International (“RI”).  They are subject to and abide by the RI constitution.  The Club does not have its own constitution.

Article 2  Members
The Club shall have members who shall be classified as follows:
Section 1 – Full Active Member: A full active member is an individual who has been approved for membership by the Club’s board, who meets attendance, participation, and dues payment requirements as determined by the Board from time to time, and who is registered with RI as an active member of the Club.
Section 2 – Yearling Member (Also known as Red Badge member): A Yearling Member is a new member of the Club who is entitled to the same rights and responsibilities as a Full Active Member.  In addition to meeting attendance, participation and dues payment requirements of a Full Active Member, a Yearling Member must also complete additional attendance, participation, committee membership, greeter, vocational and other requirements as determined from time to time by the Board.  A Yearling Member shall be registered with RI as an active member of the club.  When the Yearling member completes the requirements set by the Board, the Yearling shall achieve Full Active Member status.
Section 3 – Honorary Member: The Board may approve any individual as an Honorary Member of the Club based upon qualifications as determined by the Board from time to time.  An Honorary Member shall be entitled to attend all Club meetings and events, but shall be exempt from paying dues, shall not be eligible to vote and shall not hold a Club office.
Section 4 – Other Membership Designations:  The Club may approve other membership classifications and designations if each classification and designation are permitted by RI.
Section 5 – Constitution: All members shall abide by the RI constitution.

Article 3  Board
The governing body of this club is its Board of Directors, consisting of a total of 18 members including the President, Immediate Past President, President-elect, Secretary, and Treasurer.  The Board shall have general powers to control and manage the business affairs and property of the Club, subject to any limitations set forth in the Club’s bylaws and the RI constitution

Article 4  Elections and Terms of Office
Not less than sixty days prior to the annual meeting, the President shall appoint a Nominating Committee composed of not less than five members of the club, a majority of whom shall not be members of the board.  The chair of the committee should be selected from a group of past Presidents.  It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to nominate from the membership of the club one candidate for each of the following positions: President-Elect, Treasurer, Sergeant-at-Arms, and members of the Board.  The club’s Secretary will be selected by the President-Elect.
Section 1 – One month before elections, members nominate candidates for President, President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, and any open Director positions.  The nominations may be presented by a nominating committee, by members from the floor, or both.
Section 2 – The candidate who receives a majority of the votes for each office is declared elected to that office.
Section 3 – If any officer or board member vacates their position, the remaining board members will appoint a replacement.
Section 4 – If any officer-elect or director-elect vacates a position, the remaining members of the board-elect will appoint a replacement.
Section 5 – The terms of office for each role are:
· President – One year, when a successor is not elected, the current president’s term can be extended for up to one year.
· Treasurer, Secretary, Sergeant-at-Arms – One year
· Director – Three years

Article 5  Duties of the Officers
Section 1 – The President presides at club and board meetings.
Section 2 – The Immediate Past President serves as a Director on the Club Board.
Section 3 – The President-Elect prepares for his or her year in office and serves as a Director
Section 4 – A Director attends club and board meetings.
Section 5 – The Secretary oversees membership and attendance records, preparation of minutes of Board and general membership meetings, and authentication of records of the Club.
Section 6 – The Treasurer oversees all funds and provides an accounting of them.
Section 7 – The Sergeant-at-Arms maintains order in club meetings.

Article 6  Executive Secretary
The board shall engage the services of an Executive Secretary, who need not be a club member, who shall perform such duties as authorized by the Board or as may ordinarily pertain to such office.  In addition to the authority to sign financial documents, the Executive Secretary shall have authority to sign such other documents as may be appropriate or convenient to accomplish club business, subject to such limitations as may be imposed by the action of the board.  The Executive Secretary shall receive direction from and answer directly to the Club President or such other members as designated by the Board.
Article 7  Dues
Annual club dues are fixed by the Board of Directors each year.  Annual club dues include RI per capita dues, subscriptions to an official magazine, district per capita dues, club fees, and any other Rotary or district per capita assessment.

Article 8  Voting
Section 1 – Method of Voting
The business of this club is conducted by voice vote, a show of hands or online vote.  The election of officers and directors may be conducted by ballot.  The board may also provide a ballot for a vote on some resolutions.
Section 2 – Quorum Required
In order for voting to be conducted, there must be a quorum present in person and/or online using digital platforms at Club and Board meetings.
Section 3 – Majority Required
A majority of votes cast in favor of a motion or candidate shall be required in order for the motion to be passed or the candidate elected.  If there is no formal in-person meeting a vote can be taken electronically but a quorum (as defined in these bylaws) must be met.

Article 9  Committees
Section 1 – This club’s committees comprise of those listed in article 11, Section 6, of the Standard Rotary Club Constitution, plus the following: Programs, Car Show, Facilities, World Community Service, Long Range Planning, Membership Development, Military Affairs, Scholarship, Yearlings, Youth Services, Blue Ribbon.  The Board of Directors, at its discretion may create additional committees as needed.
Section 2 – The President is an ex officio member of all committees.
Section 3 – Each committee chair is responsible for the regular meetings and activities of the committee, supervises and coordinates its work, and reports to the Board on all committee activities.  Chairs are appointed by the President each year (with Vice Chairs from the previous year that were appointed by the President-Elect) given priority.  The Blue Ribbon committee will be responsible for selecting their own chairperson.

Article 10  Finances
Section 1 – Books of Account.  The Club shall keep correct books of account of its activities and transactions at the office of the Club, including a minute book, which shall contain a copy of these bylaws and the RI constitution, minutes of the Board and such other documents as determined by the Board.  The Club shall also maintain a record of all financial transactions, membership rosters, and committee minutes and reports.
Section 2 – Before each fiscal year starts, the board prepares an annual budget of estimated income and expenditures.
Section 3 – The Executive Secretary of the club deposits funds in a financial institution or Institutions designated by the Board.
Section 4 – Bills are paid by the Treasurer or another authorized person and approved by the two other Officers or Directors.
Section 5 – A qualified person conducts a thorough annual review of all financial transactions
Section 6 – Club members will receive an annual financial statement of the club.  A mid-year financial report, with current and previous year income and expenses, is presented at the annual meeting.
Section 7 – The fiscal year is from 1 July to 30 June.

Article 11  Method of Electing Members
Section 1 – A member of this club or another club proposes a candidate for membership to the board and/or the membership committee.
Section 2 – Active Club members are notified of the candidate’s membership application, and they are given 14 days after notification to submit comments to the Board about the candidate.
Section 3 – The board approves or rejects the candidate’s membership within 30 days and notifies the proposing member of its decision.
Section 4 – If the board approves the candidate’s membership, the prospective member is invited to join the club.

Article 12  Indemnification
The Club shall indemnify any Director or Officer against threatened, pending, or completed action, suit or proceeding relating to or arising out of the performance of his or her duties in the manner and to the extent provided by law.

Article 13  Amendments
These bylaws may be amended at any regular club meeting.  Changing the club bylawys requires sending written notice to each member 21 days before a vote may be taken.  A quorum must be presented in person. And online at any meeting when a vote is taken.  A two-thirds vote to support must be achieved.  A vote can be made online or in person at a club meeting.  Changes to these bylaws must be consistent with the RI Constitution and Bylaws, and the Rotary Code of Policies.


