Rotary Club Story on File with the International Cities of Peace Organization
Our club was founded in 1950 and has been an important part of the Duxbury community ever since, providing opportunities to serve others and to raise money for important causes.
 
Duxbury Rotary was a key supporter of Club President Razia Jan when she founded her school for girls in Afghanistan in 2007.  Razia’s Ray of Hope Foundation provides education and support to Afghan girls addressing a critical need in the region.  Our support for this foundation is strong and ongoing.
 
Every year we coordinate and host fundraising events like Team Trivia Night and the Bluefish River Duck Race.  These events raise money for Duxbury High School scholarships and for our Good Neighbor Fund.  The Good Neighbor Fund provides financial assistance to community members experiencing hardship and works to connect them with organizations providing long term solutions for housing and food stability.
 
In 2020 the Club partnered with Duxbury Interfaith Council to establish Duxbury for All, an initiative that tackles social justice issues through education, events and strong partnerships with organizations within and surrounding Duxbury.  The Duxbury for All mission is to make our community a beacon of diversity, inclusivity, and social justice, where every individual feels respected, supported, and empowered to create meaningful change.  Our vision is a community that will stand by those who are threatened or made to feel unwelcome due to their age, background, class, disability, ethnic origin, gender identification, immigration status, political beliefs, race, religion, sex, sexual preference, or for any other reason. 
Our Club subscribes to Rotary International’s commitment to Diversity, Equity & Inclusion. The end of the year DfA newsletter is attached. 
 
In 2021, Duxbury Rotary also launched the Duxbury Afghan Resettlement Initiative (DARI) to raise funds, provide housing and establish a network of support to host an Afghan refugee family in town.  The family still lives and works in Duxbury.  

In 2025, Duxbury Rotary established its first official Peacebuilding Committee.  We engaged in education through the Institute for Economics and Peace to gain a deeper understanding of Positive Peace.  We created a Peace Pledge and invited community organizations to embrace and support it.  Members of the Peacebuilding Committee met with many, if not all, of our town’s organizations to explain the purpose and importance of establishing our community as one that actively embraces and pursues Peace.  We were met with unequivocal support from our Selectboard, Police & Fire Departments, Senior Center, Library, Public Schools, Interfaith Council and numerous other organizations that support students, the arts and the community at large in a variety of ways.  Every organization was able to connect their specific purpose and mission to Peace.  The process of meeting with town leaders to explore this process, established connection and a common mission to pursue policies that support Peace.


