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Choctaw  

“Celebrating the Past, 

Enjoying the Present, 

Preparing for the 

Future” 

 
Welcome to the City of Choctaw, 

where the daily comforts of small 

town rural lifestyle meet the 

conveniences of a growing 

community with a bustling 

economy. With plenty of local 

recreational areas, businesses to 

suit all of your commerce needs, 

and a community that shares the 

“family first” lifestyle focus, it’s 

clear why Choctaw continues to 

grow and attract new families and 

businesses. 
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2018-19 RI President 
Barry Rassin wants 
Rotary members to 
Be the Inspiration 
By Hank Sartin Photo by Monika Lozinska 

 

Rotary International 
President-elect Barry 
Rassin laid out his 
vision for the future of 
the organization on 
Sunday, calling on 
leaders to work for a 
sustainable future and 
to inspire Rotarians 
and the community at 
large. 

Rassin, a member of 
the Rotary Club of East 
Nassau, New 
Providence, Bahamas, 
unveiled the 2018-19 
presidential theme, Be 
the Inspiration, to 
incoming district 

governors at Rotary’s 
International Assembly 
in San Diego, 
California, USA. “I want 
you to inspire in your 
clubs, your Rotarians, 
that desire for 
something greater. The 
drive to do more, to be 
more, to create 
something that will live 
beyond each of us.” 

View Slideshow  

2018-19 RI President Barry Rassin 

announces his presidential theme, Be the 

Inspiration, at Rotary's International 

Assembly.  

Rassin stressed the 
power of Rotary’s new 
vision statement, 
“Together, we see a 
world where people 
unite and take action to 
create lasting change 
— across the globe, in 
our communities, and 

https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-international-president-rassin-theme-2018#2018 theme
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-international-president-rassin-theme-2018#2018 theme
https://www.youtube.com/embed/d6TzpFD2UjI
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-international-president-rassin-theme-2018#2018 theme
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in ourselves.” This 
describes the Rotary 
that leaders must help 
build, he said. 

To achieve this vision, 
the president-elect 
said, Rotarians must 
take care of the 
organization: “We are a 
membership 
organization first. And 
if we want to be able to 
serve, if we want to 
succeed in our goals 
— we have to take 
care of our members 
first.” 

Rassin asked the 
incoming district 
governors to “inspire 
the club presidents, 
and the Rotarians in 
your districts, to want 
to change. To want to 
do more. To want to 
reach their own 
potential. It’s your job 
to motivate them — 
and help them find 
their own way forward.” 

Progress on polio 

Rassin noted that one 
source of inspiration 
has been Rotary’s 
work to eradicate polio. 
He described the 

incredible progress 
made over the past 
three decades. In 
1988, an estimated 
350,000 people were 
paralyzed by the wild 
poliovirus; just 20 
cases were reported in 
2017 as of 27 
December. “We are at 
an incredibly exciting 
time for polio 
eradication,” he said, 
“a point at which each 
new case of polio could 
very well be the last.” 

He emphasized that 
even when that last 
case of polio is 
recorded, the work 
won’t be finished. 
“Polio won’t be over, 
until the certifying 
commission says it’s 
over—when not one 
poliovirus has been 
found, in a river, in a 
sewer, or in a 
paralyzed child, for at 
least three years,” he 
said. “Until then, we 
have to keep doing 
everything we’re doing 
now.” He urged 
continued dedication to 
immunization and 
disease surveillance 
programs. 
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Sustaining the 

environment 

Rotary has focused 
heavily on 
sustainability in its 
humanitarian work in 
recent years. Now, 
Rassin said, Rotarians 
must acknowledge 
some hard realities 
about pollution, 
environmental 
degradation, and 
climate change. He 
noted that 80 percent 
of his own country is 
within one meter of sea 
level. With sea levels 
projected to rise two 
meters by 2100, he 
said, “my country is 
going to be gone in 50 
years, along with most 
of the islands in the 
Caribbean and coastal 
cities and low-lying 
areas all over the 
world.” 

Rassin urged leaders 
to look at all of Rotary’s 
service as part of a 
larger global system. 
He said that this 
means the incoming 
district governors must 
be an inspiration not 
only to clubs, but also 
to their communities. 

“We want the good we 
do to last. We want to 
make the world a 
better place. Not just 
here, not just for us, 
but everywhere, for 
everyone, for 
generations.” 

 

Items for the Platoon: 
 
Shampoo 
Body Wash/ Bar Soap 
Shaving Cream 
Razors/ Razor Blades 
Air Fresheners 
Pens,  Sharpies, Expo markers 
Map pens, Loose leaf paper 
Big and Small note books 
Beef Jerky 
Chips 
Small Candy 
Water flavoring packets 
Wet wipes 
Deck of cards, UNO cards 
Cheap Board games 
All kinds of tapes 
 
I would also appreciate some books; 
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Vodka heals nasty 
blisters For you ladies 
still in your heels after 
3 am, pour vodka over 
an open blister. It 
might burn like hell, 
but it’ll act as an 
anesthetic and also 
clean it. 

President Gordon Jeney 

President Elect Bud Missel 

Treasurer Nate Lay 

Secretary Pamela Duggan 

Past President Dwaine Penner  

Vice President  Terry Robinson 

Executive Secretary Pamela Duggan 

Sgt At Arms Rotarian of the Day 

Lunch Leader Wade Moore 

Membership  

Public Relations Joe Groves 

Club Administration Mike F. Turek 

Rotary Foundation Donna Groves 

 

 

Evening Ed Brown City Manager  
Jan 25, 2018 
City of Choctaw 
 
Noon Skye McNiel  
Jan 25, 2018 
Exec Director OKACTE 
 
Scott Uehlein  
Feb 01, 2018 
Sonic's Cullinary Innovation Center 
 
Noon EOC Resource Center  
Feb 08, 2018 
 
Noon Todd Dilbeck  
Feb 15, 2018 
OSSAA 

 

Evening 
Rotarian of the 
Day 

Groves, Joe 

Jan 25 

 

Planer, Sarah 

Feb 1 

 

Jump, Johnny 

Feb 8 

 

Robinson, Angela 

Feb 15 

 

Penner, Dwaine 

Feb 22 

http://www.clubrunner.ca/portal/Email/GeneralEmail.aspx?mid=%2f5DnEXukTAq4CbohvUEeJQ%3d%3d
http://www.clubrunner.ca/portal/Email/GeneralEmail.aspx?mid=GdUda9CrFC%2fEQnHxz%2fJcTA%3d%3d
http://www.clubrunner.ca/portal/Email/GeneralEmail.aspx?mid=nXoKXbAuN6P%2boZpEtynt5Q%3d%3d
http://www.clubrunner.ca/portal/Email/GeneralEmail.aspx?mid=0JVqwMAZWauIL%2bUepMRoqA%3d%3d
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/5501/Speakers/85c08a3c-8108-4ca0-a267-54fb96116aea
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/5501/Speakers/a3317fb6-0374-437a-bd87-3d882ff9cb5f
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/5501/Speakers/da67b53a-1ff6-4bac-a689-f404d9d0e565
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/5501/Speakers/40f5a674-cbb7-4fe9-81d7-2e80ea560622
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/5501/Speakers/4170efd2-c56b-4d28-bcd4-fc12c271fd28
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