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Meetings: Mondays at Noon
DJ’S Dugout

10308 South 23rd St.

Bellevue, NE 68123

OFFICERS FOR 2015-2016
President…………........Sarah Conaway
President-Elect…...Colm Breathnach
Secretary……………….Herb Barelman

Treasurer…………………Jerry Monson

Sergeant-at-Arms…………..Paul Reed
Program Chair………………..Jeff Smith

Board Members….......Charles Adams
Herb Barelman

Jerry Monson                       
                              Paul Reed

Fred Simon

Jeff Smith

Sarah Conaway
Matt Willis
Colm Breathnach

DECEMBER SPEAKERS
December 7: Charles Adams 
December 14: Christmas Program

December 21: Business Meeting
December 28: No meeting
GREETER AND INVOCATION
December
Greeter…….…........................Matt Willis
Invocation………….................Paul Reed  
FROM THE PRESIDENT
I am excited to welcome Marti Cieslik, to our club! Marti has attended for awhile decided to make Bellevue her Rotary home.  I’m especially glad to add another female to the club.

A special thanks to Rich James for his planning and preparation for the Bellevue Little Theater social event last month.  Remember he still has a few coupon books available – what a perfect Christmas present!

Another thanks to Jeff Smith for assisting our Rotary Exchange applicant, Mark Boyce, in the application and interview process.  Jeff accompanied him on the district interview in Lincoln at the end of November.  I’m looking forward to hearing if he gets approved.
I appreciate everyone’s participation in our annual Salvation Army bell ringing on December 12th. As always, thanks for all you do to support our club.  

Sincerely,

Sarah Conaway

FROM ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
The fight to eradicate polio got a major financial boost from the annual Miles to End Polio bike ride that took place 21 November in Arizona, USA. Rotary General Secretary John Hewko and a team of eight RI staff members helped raise $4.4 million. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation will match the funds 2-to-1, bringing the total contribution to PolioPlus to more than $13 million.

This is the fourth year in a row that Hewko has biked in the 104-mile (167 km) El Tour de Tucson ride, one of the country’s top cycling events. More than 100 Rotary members from Arizona and around the world hit the pavement with the Evanston team.

The RI staff riders have been training together since September. “In the beginning, riding 104 miles seemed impossible,” says Jean Stanula, Rotary’s Global Events supervisor. “But we came together early Saturday mornings and rode 20, 40, 60, and 80 miles. After a while, it felt like we could do anything.”

Contributions of District Designated Funds (DDFs) were a big part in this year's fundraising effort, with more than $1.4 million collected. Districts can continue to donate DDFs to support the fundraiser through 30 November. President-elect John Germ will visit the district that donates the most DDFs, and the top five contributing districts will be recognized onstage at the 2016 Rotary Convention in Seoul.

Rotary members have taken part in the ride since 2009, when the End Polio Now campaign was designated an official beneficiary of the race, allowing Rotary cyclists to gather pledges for the campaign. In the first year, 27 cyclists raised $35,000. The number has grown exponentially ever since.
THE FOUR WAY TEST—of the things we think, say, or do:

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

Rotarians are very much more favorably disposed toward action than they are towards words.
-Paul Harris
ROTARY TRIVIA
(Answer in next month’s newsletter)

1. T:F
The Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholarships is the world’s largest, privately funded scholarship program.
ROTARY TRIVIA ANSWERS FROM LAST MONTH
1. How many years was Rotary primarily a friendship and business reciprocity organization?

About 2 years and then the organization added a third objective – civic service. 
AREA MEETINGS
Monday:
Omaha Millard, Noon @ German American Society 

Omaha North, Noon @ Eppley Airfield Conference Center 
Tuesday:
Omaha Morning, 7:00 am @ Happy Hollow Country Club  

Northwest, Noon @ Champions Run

Southwest Omaha Rotary Night Club, 5:15pm @Millard Plaza Ballroom
Wednesday:
Council Bluffs Centennial, 7:00am at HyVee 

Downtown, Noon @ Field Club
Plattsmouth, Noon @ Plattsmouth State Bank
Thursday:
Suburban, Noon @ Anthonys

Friday:
Omaha West, Noon @ Champions Run
