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Meetings: Mondays at Noon
DJ’S Dugout

10308 South 23rd St.

Bellevue, NE 68123

OFFICERS FOR 2016-2017
President………........Colm Breathnach
President-Elect…........Denise Dolezol
Secretary……………….Herb Barelman

Treasurer…………...…..Denise Dolezal
Sergeant-at-Arms…………..Paul Reed
Program Chair………………..Jeff Smith

Board Members….......Charles Adams
Herb Barelman                      
                              Paul Reed

Fred Simon

Jeff Smith
Matt Willis
Colm Breathnach

Denise Dolezal

FEBRUARY SPEAKERS
February 6: Leanne Morman, Lucas Partners
February 13:  David Kart, Omaha Amputee Golf Association 
February 20:  Devorah Lerner, AARP Fraud Alert
February 27: Paula, Sarpy County CASA
GREETER AND INVOCATION
February
Greet…...................................Fred Simon
Invocation……......................Rich James
FROM THE PRESIDENT
There is no doubt that we have a positive impact on our communities both on a local level and on the international front e.g. there is a strong possibility that we may see no new cases of polio this year anywhere on our planet. However, one of the great features of Rotary International is the ability to network with many people from all kinds of business fields. Sometimes we forget that we are not only a service organization but we are also one of the largest and oldest business networking groups in the world. There are 43 groups within our district covering most of eastern Nebraska and Western Iowa. Feel free to stop some of the other groups out there. May be you meet somebody new and interesting. Find out what that club is truly passionate about and if it can help your business. Just remember to apply to the four test to any of your business dealings!! Happy Feburary.

FROM ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
Rotary International President-elect Ian H.S. Riseley made the case on Monday that protecting the environment and curbing climate change are essential to Rotary’s goal of sustainable service.

Riseley, a member of the Rotary Club of Sandringham, Victoria, Australia, unveiled the 2017-18 presidential theme, Rotary: Making a Difference, to incoming district governors at Rotary’s International Assembly in San Diego, California, USA.

Environmental degradation and global climate change are serious threats to everyone, Riseley said. “They are having a disproportionate impact on those who are most vulnerable, those to whom Rotary has the greatest responsibility. Yet environmental issues rarely register on the Rotary agenda,” he said.

Follow the assembly on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter using #rotary17

Environmental degradation is one of the major threats listed by the UN’s High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges, and Change.

Riseley added, “The time is long past when environmental sustainability can be dismissed as not Rotary’s concern. It is, and must be, everyone’s concern.”

The president-elect challenged every Rotary club to make a difference by planting a tree for each of its members between the start of the Rotary year on 1 July and Earth Day on 22 April 2018. Trees remove carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from the air, which slows global warming.

“It is my hope that the result of that effort will be far greater than the environmental benefit that those 1.2 million new trees will bring,” Riseley said. “I believe the greater result will be a Rotary that recognizes our responsibility not only to the people on our planet, but to the planet itself.”

Securing Rotary’s future

In his address to the 2017-18 class of district governors, Riseley also urged clubs to improve their gender balance and lower the average age of their members.

Only 22 percent of Rotary’s members are women, up from 13 percent 10 years ago. At that rate, Riseley said, it will take another three decades for Rotary to achieve gender parity.

We know that we can do more together than we could ever hope to do alone.

“Three decades is far too long to wait to achieve a Rotary that reflects the world in which we live. We need to make it a priority now,” he said.

Noting that 103 of the 539 incoming governors are women, Riseley said they are the type of women we need in Rotary, “leaders who will help Rotary connect with, and represent, and better serve, all of the members of all our communities.”

Riseley also believes it is imperative that clubs find ways to attract and engage younger members. Today only 5 percent of reported members are under 40, and a majority of members are over 60, Riseley told the audience.

“Consider what Rotary stands to look like 10 or 20 years from now if we don’t get very serious, very soon, about bringing in younger members,” Riseley said.

Clubs will make a difference this year through their own decisions, said Riseley, but it will take teamwork on a global scale to move Rotary forward and secure its future.

“We know that we can do more together than we could ever hope to do alone,” he told incoming governors. “I ask you to keep that spirit of teamwork and cooperation always in your minds and to take it back with you to your districts.”

THE FOUR WAY TEST—of the things we think, say, or do:

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
QUOTE OF THE MONTH
[image: image2.jpg]“Just for a moment stop
and contemplate what
constitutes a successful !
man. He must possess

these qualifications:

honesty; ability;

Initiative, enthusiasm,

tact and sincerity.”

~Russell F. Greiner
Rotary Clubof Karwas City, Missours, USA
1913 Rotary comention
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ROTARY TRIVIA

(Answer in next month’s newsletter)
1. What day this month is Rotary’s birthday?
ROTARY TRIVIA ANSWERS FROM LAST MONTH
1. How many Rotary clubs are there worldwide?
33,000 clubs in over 200 countries
AREA MEETINGS
Monday:
Omaha Millard, Noon @ German American Society 

Omaha North, Noon @ Eppley Airfield Conference Center 
Tuesday:
Omaha Morning, 7:00 am @ Happy Hollow Country Club  

Northwest, Noon @ Champions Run

Southwest Omaha Rotary Night Club, 5:15pm @Millard Plaza Ballroom
Wednesday:
Council Bluffs Centennial, 7:00am at HyVee 

Downtown, Noon @ Field Club
Plattsmouth, Noon @ Plattsmouth State Bank
Thursday:
Suburban, Noon @ Anthonys

Friday:
Omaha West, Noon @ Champions Run
