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A Word From the President
The Rotary Club of Edina is a paragon both
locally and around the world. Each year,
we achieve record-breaking fundraising
for our local and international foundations,
organize many impactful local and global
service projects, and host more than
40 weekly meetings and programs that
are high-quality and relevant. And it all
starts with you! Our service infrastructure
includes over 42 hard-working committees
and over 170 professionals like you who
are dedicated to international peace,
goodwill and understanding. It’s an honor
and a privilege to lead such a meaningful
and impactful organization!
This year, we set the bar high, and set out to achieve a number of goals
together. We were blessed with a leadership team, including both the Club
and Foundation Board Members, who were highly talented, creative and
engaged. This group could not be stopped, not even by a pandemic! I want
to thank each of you who served in leadership this year for your many
contributions to a very transformational year for our club. You represent
the best of what Rotary has to offer – dedicated, selfless and ethical
professionals who give generously of their time, talent and treasure, and
represent our foundational principle of “Service Above Self.”
I’d like to highlight just a few of the achievements from this year. First, we
launched the year (in advance) with a May 2019 service trip to Guatemala.
Twenty-seven Rotarians, family and friends, from six different area Rotary
clubs, traveled to Guatemala to deliver life-saving water purification units to
remote mountainous villages. This was more than just a service trip, however,
and the friendships we made and the experiences we shared will last a
lifetime. If you didn’t get a chance to attend, be on the lookout for the next
Guatemala service trip taking place in Spring 2021! As a follow-up to this
trip, we welcomed Drs. Willy Menendez and Sofia Posadas, Directors of the
Escuintla Regional Hospital, and Rolando Morales, President of the Escuintla
Rotary Club, to our September 26 meeting. The doctors delivered a heartwrenching program on the challenges they face running the largest pediatric
center in Guatemala, which is open to all 17 million residents. Under the
leadership of future President Shelly Loberg, our International Service
Committee rose to the occasion and launched a feasibility study to prioritize
the needs of the hospital. This study will form the basis for a future global
water and sanitation grant to benefit the hospital, patients and staff in the
near future. It is only through your generous donations to the Edina Rotary
Foundation that projects like this can happen.
Next, we started a new youth service program in partnership with the Edina
School District and Edina Education Fund called the Edina Rotary Global
Scholars program. This program combines academic studies, international
exchange and Rotary service and leadership activities into a specialized
degree that will elevate Edina High School graduates! The Rotary Club
of Edina leadership spent two years organizing the partnership, and our
Foundation gave a lead grant of $80,000 over four years to underwrite this
program, the first of its kind anywhere in the world. The Edina Education
Fund, under the superb leadership of Executive Director Kathy Rendleman,
gave a matching grant of $80,000, and the Edina Morningside Rotary Club,
our partner in so many excellent programs and initiatives, also gave a
matching grant of $10,000. We look forward to spreading the principles of
Rotary to the next generation of young leaders from the Edina community!
In addition to the foregoing, we welcomed not one, but two, Rotary
International Directors to our club. In the fall, we hosted Jennifer Jones, TRF

Board Trustee, and past Vice President and Director for Rotary International.
In the spring, we hosted Stephanie Urchick, Director for Rotary International
and past TRF Board Trustee. These trailblazers shared their their experiences
and long-term vision for Rotary International, and participated in a weeklong
series of inspirational events. A special thanks to all members, including
President-Elect Sam Thompson, who helped organize these exceptional
Leadership Week events.
In terms of fundraising, Katy Campbell and Gary Pedersen co-chaired the
most successful Edina Rotary Foundation fundraiser in club history, with
over $134,000 in net proceeds. You couldn’t ask for a more qualified and
committed team, and Katy and Gary put together an unforgettable night
of fellowship and fun, including entertainment by the Edina High School
Performing Arts groups. On the international foundation side, Susan Stiles
chaired our spring campaign for The Rotary Foundation, with her team raising
over $152,000, which keeps us in the top 1 percent in the world for annual
giving. And remember, half of the Annual Fund contributions come back in
three years to District 5950 and is available for district grants that our club
takes advantage of every year!
Internally, our club systems went from good to great by leveraging
technologies such as Dropbox, Zoom and ClubRunner, and by the superlative
work of the #1 Club Administrator in the Universe, Becci Michalski. Becci
is a gift to our club, and her steadfast commitment to improving our club
operations, including communications, accounting and member services, is
truly inspiring. Becci’s work to improve our club functioning and member
experience will last far past any one President’s term. We are very grateful to
have her, and if you see her, please offer her a word of thanks.
On a personal note, I was truly humbled to serve as your leader, and I
appreciate the chance to lead such a high-quality group of professional and
business people. My wife and I had the opportunity to travel to Hamburg,
Germany, for the Rotary International Convention, and who knew this would
be the last convention in two years due to the pandemic! My children,
Charles, Jonathan, Nicholas and Kelly, all got a chance to participate in our
Rotary meetings and projects, build relationships with club members, and
deepen their sense of our international humanitarian purpose and mission.
I look forward to their leadership in Interact and beyond. Overall, I am
reminded of a phrase that was told to me many years ago, that first you get
into Rotary … and then Rotary gets into you. We come for the service, but
we stay for the fellowship, for the meaningful relationships we build here.
Rotary is not just a service club. Rotary is family. And Rotary Connects the
World!
Yours in Service,

Joshua S. Sprague
President, 2019-20
#1 Club in the Universe

Accomplishments

Gala chairs Katy Campbell and Gary
Pedersen with this year’s theme “That’s
Entertainment!”

ANNUAL GALA
Katy Campbell & Gary Pedersen
• “That’s Entertainment” Annual
Fundraiser and Gala for our
foundation, the Edina Rotary
Foundation, was a roaring
success. The fundraiser generated
net income of $134,412 – one
of the highest marks in our
club’s history, of which we were
very proud. It was particularly
rewarding to see these raised
funds donated to worthy causes
during the virus pandemic,
including more than $61,000 in
grants disbursed through April
2020.
• “That’s Entertainment” theme
included compelling live
performances from the Edina
High School Jazz Band, Orchestra,
Choir and Theatre Arts programs.
As a bonus, each program
received a $1,000 honorarium
to support their programs in the
future, making the gala both a
fundraising event and a youth
service project.
• The more than 200 guests
in attendance at the hotel
ballroom gave standing ovations
to the performers, engaged
in lively raffle drawing and
games, and bid on both live
and silent auction items. Many
club members participated in
this successful event by buying

tickets, sponsoring the event,
hosting tables, appearing in
promotional videos, donating
live and silent auction items, and
purchasing raffle tickets. Thanks a
million to everyone. Encore!

CLUB SERVICE
Fred Sylvester
• We held a great year of wellattended, well-executed meetings
with an inspired rocket ship blastoff at the top of every meeting,
and a new, impressive Edina
Rotary step-and-repeat backdrop
that helped spread our message
and our humanitarian brand.
• Renee Harberts and Bonnie
Rolstad organized and hosted a
Human Trafficking Workshop to
an overcapacity audience, with
help from members of the Human
Trafficking Committee.
• We hosted the Area 3 Veteran
Day Luncheon organized by
President-Elect Sam Thompson,
which was a very well-attended
event to honor our veterans and
active duty soldiers.
• We hosted our fall Vocational
Day at Edina High School, with
an address by Principal Andy
Beaton and student-led tours
of the school’s next generation
learning facilities and advanced
study programs.

•

•

We also co-hosted a spring
meeting with EMRC featuring
Rotary International Director
Stephanie Urchick, along with
a TRF fireside chat at the home
of Tom and Catherine Gump,
and a Leadership Breakfast at
Interlachen Country Club.
Congratulations to Becci
Michalski for an outstanding first
year as our club administrator,
and for making our meetings run
seamlessly!

COMMUNITY SERVICE
PROJECTS
Lisa Walker
• The Community Service Projects
Committee coordinated several
service projects for the Edina
Rotary Club throughout the year.
The projects were selected in
keeping with the Presidential
Citation Award objectives, as well
as the main goal of providing
opportunities for Rotarians to
work shoulder-to-shoulder with
one another for the betterment of
our broader community.
• Among the slate of projects
organized this year, we
assembled Thanksgiving baskets
for families in need connecting
our families directly with
members of the community.
• We served the homeless

The Human Trafficking Committee
organized a well-attended fall workshop
on human trafficking with the threespeaker panel.

breakfast in Minneapolis. We also
packed meals for the homeless
at our 365 Days Food fall Sip
and Serve event. We assembled
feminine hygiene packets at
our Days for Girls spring Spring
Sip and Serve event. We packed
meals for Feed My Starving
Children. And we served meals
for Cornerstone, a women’s
shelter who also received a local
grant this year.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
GRANTS
Kelley Burnett
• The Community Service Grants
committee successfully revised its
areas of focus, grant guidelines
and scoring metrics. This change
provided greater clarity around
the types of projects and
organizations the Club supports.
• Distributed approximately
$38,000 to 13 local non-profit
organizations. This included a
partnership with three other area
Clubs (Minneapolis, Brooklyn
Park and Roseville) and the
District to award $12,000 to The
Sheridan Story for a new garden
project.
• Partnered with the Community

•

Service Grants committee on a
service project with Cornerstone,
one of our grant recipients.
Created a stronger connection
to the organizations we support
by obtaining highlight photos,
videos and other content
highlighting the projects we
supported. These were posted by
our Public Image team on social
media outlets.

•

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
Shelly Loberg
• This year, our International
Committee was able to make
many contributions to other
clubs developing both district
and global grants. We supported
a variety of projects all over
the world, including Chile,
Guatemala, Peru, South Africa,
South Sudan and Liberia.
• We also further connected with
our good friend Willy Menendez
and Sofia Posadas from the
Regional Hospital in Escuintla,
Guatemala. We flew them here
to connect directly with our club
so our members would hear
first-hand their daily struggles
in treating patients in a facility
with contaminated water and
limited resources. We have since

•

conducted a full assessment
of the hospital and their needs
and are in the process of
collaborating with another club
in Milwaukee on what pieces of
the assessment we can address
in a new global grant.
We finished, and submitted for
review to Rotary International
a global grant application for a
maternal and child health project
in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. This
project will provide much-needed
medical equipment and supplies
to their maternal and pediatric
wards as well as develop a
nutrition garden and egg
production to feed patients.
Finally, on June 1, President
Josh Sprague submitted a Small
International Grant application to
purchase and deliver 675 water
purifiers to remote mountainous
villages in Coban, Guatemala,
set to take place in Spring 2021.
We are happy to report that the
grant was approved! We look
to the future of our club, and its
international reach and impact,
with strength and optimism.

MEMBERSHIP
Royce Pavelka
• Although membership growth in
the pandemic era was extremely
challenging, we made strides in
adding more female and under 40
members. Our new member class
was comprised of 70 percent
women and 42 percent under-40
members, which exceeded both
our annual goal and our five-year
vision goal.
• For the year, our total
membership went from 179 to
171, a loss of 8 members.
• Our quarterly Prospective
Member Days were a huge
success in promoting the club,
and generated numerous
memberships leads following
each event. This strategy
continues to be a strong
recruitment tool for our club, and
reminds members to invite their
friends, family and colleagues to
our regular weekly meetings.
• Although the impact of COVID-19
has affected membership growth,
our club is well-positioned well
to restore membership numbers
in the future, and to retain our
many long-term and committed
members.

PUBLIC IMAGE
Jennifer Hendrickson
• We increased our club visibility
and showed how our members
are People of Action by promoting
our many service activities on
social media.
• We saw a significant increase
in social media followers across
platforms, and opened up our
Instagram channel. Our Facebook
audience saw an increase of 281
followers, growing from 526
to 807 followers to date, a 53
percent increase.
• President Josh Sprague
highlighted our board members
in a video series called “Rotary
Connects the World.” Board
members were also introduced
and highlighted in our weekly
meeting programs. This content
was showcased across our social
media channels.
• We developed and organized a
new annual community-based
event and fundraiser, the Edina
Car Show. This event increased
Rotary’s profile in the community,
raised additional funds for the
club and engaged members in a
new way!

SOCIAL

Rotary International President-Nominee
Jennifer Jones with Youth Exchange
Students Ayush Mundra from India and
Rosario Marin Reyes from Chile.

Renee Harberts
• Nothing brings people together
more than good food and wine.
So, perhaps the highlight of the
year was our Gastronomic Series,
held at some of the hottest and
most sought-after restaurants
in town. Our Rotarian foodies
were treated to two evenings
of specially prepared menus at
Bellecour in Wayzata and one
evening at The Bachelor Farmer in
Minneapolis.
• We held our monthly Happy Hour/
Vocational Development meetings
at The Mezz at Lunds & Byerly’s
in Edina. In the spring, COVID-19
made us move to virtual happy

hours via Zoom, which were

Paul Harris Society
Joe Arends
San Asato
Jon Barnett
Jennifer Bennerotte
John Buttolph
Katy Campbell
Joe Christensen
Tom Cook
Don Erickson
Heather Hansen
Renee Harberts
Wayne Harmon
Hal Harris
Don Hutchinson
Joel Jennings
Jack Kennefick
Jody Kern
David Kunz
Gordy Lewis
Scott MacDonald
Kris Maser
Bill McReavy
Paul Mooty
Tim Murphy
Jeff Ohe
Paul Peterson
Ross Peterson
David Phillips
Ann Platt
Jim Platt
Jim Ryman
Sandy Schley
John Schwarz
Steve Slyce
John Solberg
Sue Spalding
Josh Sprague
Michael Stanzak
Will Steinke
Terry Stevens
Susan Stiles
Scott Tankenoff
Dick Teegen
Bruce Templeton
Sonja Tengdin
Sam Thompson
Steve Veker
Lisa Walker
Ted Yoch

popular and well-attended as
members craved fellowship
time with each other amidst
the pandemic.
•

Our annual bowling event was
held in February at Park Tavern.
There were many prizes, and I
believe everyone came away a
winner!
During the holiday season we had
a second annual “Friendsgiving”
get together at The Mezz, and of
course, we threw our holiday party
at Edina Country Club with music,
cocktails and an abundance of
holiday food and good cheer.
Our traditional Fireside Chats
were held in person at the homes
of our member hosts in October,
and virtually via Zoom in May
as the pandemic wrought its toll
on social events. These virtual
chats were affectionately known
as “Zoomside Chats,” and were
delightful even online.
Our final social event of the year
was “The Wines of Summer” in
June. This was a Zoom educational
wine tasting class curated by local
sommelier Alison Perrier Briggs.
We learned how to see, swirl, smell
and sip wine like the pros. And it
ended with a gastronomic tip on
how to pair wines with summer
food. Fun!

•

•

•

One Village Partners Award winners
Shelly Loberg and Dan Mott.

Awards
Rotary International Presidential Citation
Chrysanne Manoles Women in Leadership Award
Kathy Rendleman
One Village Partners Changing Lives Award
Shelly Lobery & Dan Mott
Rotarian of the Year
Jean Morrison

Class of 2019-20
Peyton Chambers
Andrea Fahrenkrug
Jeanie Hynes
Michael Hynes

Sandra Krebsbach
Lindsey Smaka
Michael Tingum

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION
Susan Stiles

IN GENERAL
•

•
•

Member Participation: 77%
(134/175 members)
Board Participation: 100%
Number of New Member
Donors: 71%
Number of First Time Donors: 6
Average Donation: $1,114.67

•

Per Capita Donation: $853.52

•
•

PAUL HARRIS FELLOW &
SOCIETY
•
•
•
•

Number of First-Time Paul Harris
Fellows: 3
Number of Next-Level Paul
Harris Fellows: 41
Total Paul Harris Fellows: 110
Total Paul Harris Society
Members: 49

MAJOR DONORS
•
•
•

Number of New Major
Donors: 6
Number of Next-Level
Major Donors: 2
Total Number of Major
Donors: 52

Fund Designation		Donors		USD Amount
Annual Fund 		
119		
$90,897
PolioPlus Fund
32		
$33,469
Endowment Fund
1		
$25,000
Other Funds 		
1		
$3,437
Total			135		$152,803

YOUTH SERVICE
• Camp Enterprise: Camp
Enterprise was a huge success
with 104 high school students
attending the weekend business
camp. About 80 Rotarians from
around the state volunteered
their time at the camp, including
serving as mentors, speakers and
venture capitalists.
• Edina Rotary Global Scholars
(ERGS): We established the Edina
Rotary Global Scholar Program, in

partnership with Edina Education
Fund and Edina High School. The
program will prepare students
for next-generation careers,
and grow student leadership,
civic engagement, and global
competency. ERGS will also
offer high school students an
early window into Rotary’s
humanitarian mission, and help
generate increased participation
in Interact, Youth Exchange,
Camp Enterprise, Camp RYLA and

•

•

other Rotary youth development
programs.
EHS Student Guests: Many
exemplary Edina High School
seniors visited and spoke at our
club throughout the year, and
shared their current interest and
activities, and their future plans
for after high school.
EHS Student Scholarships:
We increased our scholarship
amounts this year to two
$1,500 scholarships given out

Founded in 2015, the Interact Club held its
annual Skate to End Polio Event. President
Aashna Kumar is pictured in the far left of the
front row.

•

to graduating Edina High School
seniors. Our scholarship winners
were Amrutha Garimella (sister of
former Interact President Aarthi
Garimella), and Camden Glass
(son of Edina Morningside Rotary
Club Past President Jennifer
Glass). Amrutha was an active
member of the Interact Club of
Edina and participated in our
Leadership Ethics Day. Camden
was a STEP (short-term exchange
program) participant and
exchanged with the Russo family
in Naples, Italy, and also attended
Camp Enterprise.
Interact: Our Interact Club
continued to stay engaged
and involved and was led by a
dynamic and effective President
Aashna Kumar, daughter of Rotary
Club of Edina member Raj Kumar.
Their signature project, Skate to
End Polio, was held on Friday, Feb.
14 at Braemar Arena’s Backyard
Rink. The club raised $1,700 for

•

•

•

the Polio Plus fund, the second
most in the history of the club.
Leadership Ethics Seminar:
We had approximately 50 Edina
high school students attend,
including Interact Club board
members, and we had lively
discussion on the philosophy of
ethics, ethical case studies, and
the Four-Way Test
Rotaract: Our Rotaract Club
of Edina continued to meet and
find its stride in its second year of
existence. The club collaborated
with us on our spring Sip and
Serve event, and is currently doing
strategic planning for the year
ahead!
Third Grade Literacy
Program: Unfortunately, our
Third Grade Literacy Program
was cancelled this year due to
the pandemic. But we did deliver
President Sprague’s recorded
version of the Andy & Elmer’s
Apple Dumpling Adventure book

•

•

for students to watch and enjoy
online!
Vocational Ethics Day: Our
Area 3 Vocational Ethics Day
meeting was cancelled due to
the pandemic and closure of
Edina Country Club. However,
we were able to live stream an
interview with our featured ethics
speaker on Facebook, and post
the recorded, edited version to
YouTube for students and others
to enjoy.
Youth Exchange: We hosted
two inbound exchange students
this year: Rosario Marin Reyes
from Chile and Ayush Mundra
from India. They attended many
Rotary meetings and events,
and even participated in the
Homecoming parade! We also
facilitated a short-term summer
exchange program (STEP)
with Ciro Russo from Italy and
Camden Glass from Edina doing
back-to-back family exchanges
in their respective countries.
We sponsored two outbound
students as well, sending

Goals Achieved
Presidential Citation Goals:
Each Rotary year, the Presidential Citation
from Rotary International is given to those
exemplary clubs who achieve a certain
number of “best practice” goals. The top-tier
award is the Platinum Presidential Citation,
which our club achieved this year. For
the 2019-20 Rotary year, President Mark
Maloney set out the following requirements
which we met:

•

Unite People
Achieve 5 out of 9 goals. The Rotary
Club of Edina achieved 5 goals:
• Conduct a study of your
members’ occupations, and
work to align your membership
with the mix of businesses and
professions in your community:
Director Royce Pavelka put a great team
around him including Mary Hustad
(Administration), Jody Kern, Steve Slyce,
and Brad Hepp (Interview Committee),
David Aase and Bridget Hallstrom
(Career Mentor Program), and Ann
Platt, Scott MacDonald, and Bob Stehlik
(R.A.R.E.)
•

•

•

Sponsor or co-sponsor a
new Rotary club or Rotary
Community Corps: Our club and
Edina Morningside Rotary Club cosponsored the Rotary Club of Minnesota
Veterans. Our Edina Rotary Foundation
also gave the new club a grant of
$3,667 to cover first-year dues for those
veterans facing financial hardship.
Conduct a study of your
members’ occupations, and
work to align your membership
with the mix of businesses and
professions in your community:
We completed the most extensive
classification study ever done,
assigning and grouping all of member
classifications according to standard
NAICS codes, and then comparing our
classification concentrations to the
Edina community to identify needs and
gaps in our membership base.
Host an event for Rotary
alumni, and highlight Rotary’s
networking opportunities: We
organized a special Rotary-Chamber

row, the Rotary Club of Edina and the
Interact Club of Edina co-sponsored the
Skate to End Polio Event at Braemar
Arena. This year’s event raised $1,700,
the second most successful event in its
history. Member Mark Jessen, Jessen
Press, was the in-kind sponsor for a fifth
year and underwrote all the printed
marketing materials for the event,
further boosting its net fundraising
impact for polio.

Mixer for past Rotary program
participants, known as Rotary Alumni.
Due to the pandemic, we had to cancel
the mixer, and instead invited our
alumni to May’s Virtual Happy Hour/
Vocational Development Group.
Sponsor a Youth Exchange
student or RYLA participant:
We sponsored 2 outgoing long-term
exchange students (Natalia Mudoy
and Emmanuelle Boschee), 2 incoming
long-term exchange students (Aayush
Mundra from India, and Rosario Marin
Reyes from Chile), and two short-term
summer exchange students that did
back-to-back family exchanges in each
other’s countries (Camden Glass from
Edina and Ciro Russo from Italy).

•

Conduct a significant local or
international service project
in one of Rotary’s six areas of
focus: Our club participated and
sponsored multiple projects in Rotary’s
six areas of focus, including local
project Andy & Elmer’s Literacy Program
(executed virtually as a pre-recorded
reading this year due to the pandemic),
a multi-year Global Grant Water
and Sanitation Project in Colonnia
Monterey, Escuintla, Guatemala that
completed this spring, and a future
Global Grant Water and Sanitation
Project at Escuintla Hospital that began
with a plenary assessment this spring
underwritten by the Edina Rotary
Foundation.

•

Continue or establish
a partnership with a
corporate, governmental, or
nongovernmental entity and
work on a project together: We
established a new signature education
project called the Edina Rotary Global
Scholars, in partnership with the Edina
Education Fund (EEF), Edina Public
Schools, Edina High School, and the
Edina Morningside Rotary Club (EMRC).

Take Action
Achieve 5 out of 9 goals. The Rotary
Club of Edina achieved 7 goals:
• Appoint an active club
Foundation committee
comprised of no less than
five members and report the
chair to Rotary International:
Director Susan Stiles assembled a
great fundraising team, including
David Clynes, Doug Drake, Jennifer
Hendrickson and Catherine Gump.
•

Contribute at least $100 per
capita to the Annual Fund of
The Rotary Foundation: Our
club raised a total of over $90,000 for
Annual Fund, or $514 per capita.

•

Hold an event to raise funds
for, or to increase awareness
of, Rotary’s work toward polio
eradication: For the fifth year in a

Rotarian of the Year Jean Morrison is
pictured here with Holiday Gift Giving
Committee Member Tom Pirsch.

Our club committed to four years of
funding of $80,000, with EEF matching
our $80,000, and EMRC contributing
$10,000, for a total project scope of
$170,000, the largest signature project
in the history of our club. The program
features advanced academic studies,
international exchange, and Rotary
youth service activities, and will create
a new generation of global servant
leaders from the Edina community.
•

Use Rotary’s brand guidelines,
templates, People of Action
campaign materials, and related
resources: This has been a perennial
achievement of our club for many years
due to the leadership of Past President
Jennifer Bennerotte, and to our
exceptional Public Image Committee
headed by Jennifer Hendrickson. This
year, we continued to leverage Rotary’s
branding both inside and outside of
meetings, and especially on social
media.

•

Arrange for the club’s members
to talk with the media to tell
your club’s and Rotary’s story:
Our club issued 20 press releases on
grants and activities over the course
of the year. Our club hosted a districtwide Human Trafficking Workshop in
the fall, and co-chairs Renee Harberts
and Bonnie Rolstad both did interviews
with the local press about the workshop
and our club’s effort to stop human
trafficking, including our funding of
the anti-child abuse and anti-human

Rotarians took part in the fall Sip and Serve
Event assembling sandwiches for the 363
Days of Food Program, which helps feed the
homeless in Minneapolis.

that will increase participation and
engagement.

trafficking curriculum called Super Hero
Kids.

With Distinction

Achieve 3 out of 4 goals for Platinum
designation, the highest distinction
given to a club. The Rotary Club of
Edina achieved 3 goals:
• Connect families: Organize a
family-oriented service project that
connects families of your members,
youth program participants, and others:
Community Service Project Director Lisa
Walker helped us organize and launch
two new “Sip and Serve” events, which
combine fellowship and a “done-in-aday” project. In the fall, we assembled
sandwiches for 365 Days Food, and
in the spring, we assembled feminine
hygiene projects for Days for Girls in
partnership with the Edina Morningside
Rotary Club and the Rotaract Club of
Edina. Club members, family, friends,
Interactors, Rotaractors, and even
Rotary International Director Stephanie
Urchick participated in these events.
•

Connect professionally: Initiate
or continue a leadership, personal, or
professional development program to
enhance members’ skills: David Aase
and Bridget Hallstrom launched our
new Career Mentor Program, which
will relaunch this fall as the Leadership
Development Series, open to all
professionals both inside and outside
the club, and with a virtual format

•

Connect community: Show how
your club’s members are People of
Action by promoting your club and its
service activities on social media at
least four times per month: Our social
media presence and following made
exponential gains this year under the
direction of Public Image Director
Jennifer Hendrickson, and with the
expertise and assistance of our Social
Media Manager Amy Majewski. Our
posting frequency was off the charts
and the quality and relevance of our
posts was extremely high on all of our
accounts, including Facebook, Twitter,
and, as of this year, Instagram – our
gateway to the next generation of
Rotarians. We also built out a huge
video library on YouTube as our
virtual offerings expanded due to the
pandemic.

Club Vision Goals

In addition to the Citation goals
listed above, our club achieved the
following goals from our 5-Year
Vision Plan (2018-2022):
• Continue a formal training program for
new board members
•

Continue to develop a personal
development avenue for our members

•

Ensure diverse, high-quality programs
for weekly meetings

Edina Rotarians
helped with the
Minneapolis Police
Department’s
Homeless Meal
Service.

•

Host two Vocational Days each year
-

Vocational Day 2 at the Discovery
Nexus Center was rescheduled to
Spring 2021 due to the pandemic

•

Continue classification talks

•

Ensure involvement by all club members
[in membership recruitment]
-

•

We hosted 3 very well-attended
Prospective Member Days, and
canceled the last one due to the
pandemic
Organize service projects with some
of the organizations that receive local
grants

•

Board Goals

These goals were discussed and
approved at our initial board
training events in May 2019, and
represented short-term, innovative
goals to strengthen our club:
• Host an annual workshop in
collaboration with other area clubs
covering high-interest topics
-

•

Recognize donors to the Edina Rotary
Foundation in a way similar to Paul
Harris Fellow recognition
-

We recognized ERF sponsors with
combined donations of $20,000 or
above, including Joel Jennings, Ed
Padilla, Bill McReavy, Paul Mooty, Tim
Murphy, and Scott Tankenoff

•

Engage with other clubs to encourage
expertise and partnerships between
clubs

•

Organize opportunities for members to
participate in international Rotary trips
-

In Spring 2019, our members traveled
to Coban, Guatemala, for a service
trip, and we will be returning in
Spring 2021!

We hosted the Opioids Workshop
in fall 2018, the Human Trafficking
Workshop in fall 2019, and will host
Human Trafficking Workshop II in fall
2020
Host a family- or spouse-friendly
meeting day

-

•

Our Thanksgiving Baskets Meeting
and Holiday-Themed Meeting were
both family-focused meetings and
well attended

•
-

•
-

•

Partner with Rotaract and Interact on a
joint community service project

•

Raise $100,000 net for Edina Rotary
Foundation
-

We raised over $134,000 net for our
Foundation

•

Expand Sponsorships to $100,000 or
more

•

Expand Community Involvement
(Attendance & Sponsorships)

•

Raise $100,000 for TRF Annual Fund,
and $5,000 for Polio Plus Fund
-

We raised $90,897 for the Annual
Fund and $33,469 for Polio Plus

Revise grant guidelines to clarify
the Edina Rotary Foundation giving
philosophy and preferred areas of focus

•

Achieve 100% board participation rate
in TRF Campaign

Grow Female and Under 40
Membership

•

Enhance our online presence to better
tell the story of Rotary and attract new
members, donors, and partners

•

Improve social media content
management and distribution systems

50 percent of new members were
female, and 20 percent were under
40, which met goal
Organize “Speaker + Social” series

-

We were blessed with superlative
leadership in Interact, with President
Aashna Kumar, daughter of member
Raj Kumar, leading a very engaged
Interact board and club

•

Increase visibility of club board, both
before and during meetings

•

Stabilize and Improve Interact

Gavin Kaysen, chef and owner of
Bellecour, Scott Dayton, owner of
Bachelor Farmer, both spoke to our
club, followed by private dining
events at their restaurants

Rotarians participated
in the 363 Days of Food
Program with future
Interact President Kelly
Sprague.

2019-2020

Officers & Directors

Rotary Club of Edina
President
President-Elect
Treasurer
Secretary
Past President
Club Service
Community Service Grants
Community Service Projects
International Service
Public Image
Membership
Social
The Rotary Foundation
Youth Service

Josh Sprague
Sam Thompson
Michael Stanzak
Joe Hayes
John Flynn
Fred Sylvester
Kelley Burnett
Lisa Walker
Shelly Loberg
Jennifer Hendrickson
Royce Pavelka
Renee Harberts
Susan Stiles
David Aase

Rotary International
Director Stephanie
Urchick, who
spoke at a joint
meeting of the
Edina Morningside
Rotary Club and
Edina Rotary Club,
poses alongside
Josh Sprague and
Morningside Club
President Doug
McElrath.

Edina Rotary Foundation
President
President-Elect
Treasurer
Secretary
Past President
Community Service
International Service
At-Large
At-Large
At-Large
At-Large

Josh Sprague
Sam Thompson
Michael Stanzak
Joe Hayes
John Flynn
Brandon Azbill &
Paul Peterson
Gary Pedersen
Jennifer Bennerotte
Jeff Ohe
Jody Kern
Ann Platt
In 2019, a group of Edina Rotarians took part in a service trip to Guatemala.
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