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VITAL STATISTICS
MEMBERSHIP: 241

AMBASSADORS: Rotary International Convention,
New Orleans, LA:  Mark Dripps, Winona & Wabasha
Rotary Clubs: Judith O’Fallon, Mike O’Fallon, Sturgeon
Bay, WI:  Tank Sholem, Colorado Springs East Rotary
Club:  George Allen, North Colorado Springs Rotary:
George Allen

Greater Rochester / Rotary Risers:  Peter Carryer, Tank
Sholem, Barbara Banner

Moccasin Flower
Official Publication of the Rotary Club of Rochester, Minnesota

Organized June 12, 1925
Club No. 2164 District No. 5960

Volume 84 July 2011 Number 1

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Birthday Name Birthplace

July 2 George Allen Colorado Springs, Co

Suzanne Dinusson Devils Lake, ND

Phil Karsell Indianapolis, IN

July 3 Karen Erlenbusch Morris, MN

July 4 Tim Shea Owatonna, MN

Stephen Rossello Oneida, NY

July 8 Tom Claymon Minneapolis, MN

July 10 David Harbert Bethesa, MD

Elif McCain Istanbul, Turkey

July 11 Frank Sharbrough Holly Bluff, MS

July 21 Fred Suhler Key West, FL

July 22 James Lundgren Minneapolis, MN

Bruce Ryan Rochester, MN

July 23 Jim Clausen Owatonna, MN

Charles Kennedy Beresford, SD

July 25 Mark Murch Omaha, NE

Aynsley Smith Winnipeg, Manitoba,
    Canada

July 26 Leigh Johnson St Paul, MN

July 27 Patrick Gannon Meriden, CT

July 28 Tom Bruckman Cleveland OH

July 29 Nickie Froiland Spencer, IA

July 30 Stephen Sponsel Minneapolis, MN

Mark Ostrem Viroqua WI

July 31 Betty Devine Ray, AZ

“A Local Service Club with a Global Impact - Offering Leadership and Support to our Community and Beyond”

Rotary Friendship Exchange to Taiwan!
For eight Rotarians and/or partners – the seventh RFE
exchange for District 5960 is now arranged with Rotary
District 3520 of Taiwan.  This district is located in Taipei
City, Taiwan, the Republic of China.  We have received a
“special invitation” to
participate in the special
Rotary Friendship
Exchange program which is
linked to the centennial
celebration of the Republic
of China which was established October 10, 1911.  District
3520 was invited by the Government to participate by
inviting 200 Rotarian/partners to visit Taiwan during the
period of July 2011 through March 2012.   Our district
was one of 40 districts from around the world invited to
send a RFE Team to Taiwan.  This exchange is “special”  as
there will only be an Outbound Team sent from our District.

All visiting Rotarians will be assigned to Rotarian host
families for home-stay during the duration of their visit.
Member clubs of District 3520 will be assigned to discuss
details of providing arrangements during the exchange.

Points of Interest: Centennial celebration activities/events,
the National Palace Museum with the world’s largest
collection of Chinese historical artifacts,  the beautiful
scenery,  the variety of Chinese cuisines,  the intriguing
night markets, the old temples  and more. Please visit the
Taiwan Tourist Bureau Web site: http://Taiwan.net.tw

A Rotary Friendship Exchange application is NOW on
the District Web site.

For more information about the Rotary Friendship
Exchange program if you are interested in hosting or being
on a Friendship Exchange please contact  Lonna Lysne,
RFE Chairperson by e-mail,  travelerljlys@hughes.net   or
507-451-1153 (home).

http://rotary5960.org/scholars/index.cfm?pScholar=BRZ&pDoc=63
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JULY ROTARY CALENDAR
July 7 No Rotary Meeting this week due to

the Fourth of July

July 14 Kahler Hotel – Heritage Hall  -
Installation of 2011-12 Rotary Club
Leadership

July 21 Kahler Hotel – Elizabethan Room -
Eagan Rotary Club Ethics Program

July 28 Kahler Hotel  - Elizabethan Room -
Rotation Plasty by Thomas Shives

OTHER MEETINGS AND EVENTS

July 4 No Channel One - next date is
August 1 - contact Tom Moyer

July 13 Rotary Board of Directors Meeting -
7:00 am, Directors Room, Kahler
Hotel

July 13 Community Food Response - contact
Glen VanLanningham or Phil Karsell

July 21 White Oaks Park Clean-up - 6:00-
7:15 pm - Contact Mike Mahrer or
Ashok Patel

ROTARY NEWS
• Thanks to all who helped with the June meetings:

Greeters:  Sue Johnson, Ray Johnson, Tim Geisler, Josh
Johnson, Anne Berberich, Susan Ahlquistt, Michael
Homan and Rod Anderson.  Invocations: Steve Courts,
George Allen, Phil Karsell and Rick Lien.  Introduction
of Visitors: Leigh Johnson, Phil Karsell and Rick Lien.
Four Way Test: Lynn Clarey, Steve Rossello, Chris
Holloway, Mark Dripps and Dana Funk.  Visitors Desk:
Michon Rogers, Kelly Engler, Kathy Lessard and Tom
Bruckman.  Cashier:  Danae Ostern, Angie Rustad, John
Woodruff and Elif McCain.

July Rotary Anniversaries
Al DeBoer 42 years

George Allen 30 years

Joseph Gibilisco 22 years

Glenn VanLaningham 19 years

Betty Devine 17 years

Brian Younge 17 years

Karen Rickleffs 15 years

Merlin Rickleffs 15 years

Mike Quinn 13 years

Kim Adams 12 years

Gary Harmon 10 years

Bari Amadio 8 years

Jeffrey Allman 4 years

Kristine Stensland 4 years

Diane Ilstrup 2 years

Saying “adieu” to Camilla Kjaergaard
The Kim Adams’ family is hosting a farewell party for
Rotary Youth Exchange student Camilla Kjaergaard on
Tuesday, July 26 at 6:30 p.m. at 5236 Heritage Lane
SW, Rochester.  All are welcome.  Phone # is 280-
0324.  Camilla will be leaving for Denmark on
Thursday, July 28 at 5:00 p.m.

New member Joe Messick and Rotarian Alan Sessler.

Paul Harris Fellow Awards

Past President Kim Adams and Paul Harris Fellow award
recipients Gilda Banfield and Fred Banfield.

Welcome Joe Messick
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From the desk of Karel Weigel, Rochester Rotary President
It seems strange, but timely, that
this will be my last, “From the
President’s Desk”.  It has been
a privilege to serve as President
of the Rotary Club of Rochester.
I am always aware that I stand
on the very tall shoulders of
those who preceded me in this
office and who are responsible
for the growth and stability of
the Club today.  Thank you all!

I want to summarize the 2010-2011 Rotary year. Much
has happened this year, new RI and District initiatives were
implemented, new local programs were started, ongoing
programs got  a dose of enthusiasm from new volunteers,
our membership grew and with it our volunteer base so
increasingly we welcome new faces to volunteer events.
We met the challenge of staffing transition in the Rotary
office with the help of Lois Nietz and past president Bill
Nietz until Elizabeth Karsell joined us in March.  This has
also been an active year for youth programs, for
international visitors, and grant activity both global and
District Matching grants.

Rotary District Partnerships: Our club implemented the
Youth Protection policy with all members of the Board,
all Rotarians who work with youth, (STRIVE, Rotary
Readers and others becoming certified for working with
youth.

Rotary International Future Vision Pilot: A change in focus
and procedures from previous grants and scholarships.
The outcome of the pilot shows a doubling or tripling of
Global Grant Activity. Our SEMN World Community
Service Committee has 4 active projects completing the
District approval process and 2 completed projects
(computers for Estonia and medical supplies for Ghana).
We hosted two GSE/VTT teams, one from Argentina in
April and an inbound team from Turkey in June.  All of
these efforts contribute to the positive increase in grant
activity cited above.

Youth Related Activity: Youth related activities were a
highlight this year and a continuation of what was begun
last year. Tim Salazar and Karmen Reid returned from a
Mexico trip with Youth Linc, our inbound Youth Exchange
Student Camilla Kjaergaard arrived in August to begin her
high school junior year at Lourdes.  She stayed with host
families, Stacy Vandenheuvel, Nicki Froiland, and Kim
Adams and under the watchful eye of Vicki Allen the Youth
Exchange coordinator.  4 high school students attended
Camp RYLA and 2 new students were selected for the
Youth Linc 2011-2012 Rotary year.

Literacy: Literacy is an RI focus area and one of special
and enduring interest to Rotary Club of Rochester.  STRIVE,
Rotary Readers, Camp RYLA and the Reading Center and
recipient of the Basketball impact Grant all help students
in our community.

Social events: Some events are constructed to be social,
but we never forget that any gathering of Rotarians is a
social occasion. This year a new event was introduced,
Oktoberfest.   (Ein prosit). We helped usher in the autumnal
equinox with the frost on the pumpkin and the froth in the
glass.  While Oktoberfest was well attended, we struggled
with enough attendance in other events including the
Progressive Dinner and the annual golf outing both of
which had to cancelled.

Building our Community.  Many ongoing programs
continue from one year to the next and our faithful
volunteers help to meet needs at Channel One, Quarry
Hill Fall Festival, Community Food Response, Salvation
Army Bell Ringing, White Oaks Park, and Ronald
McDonald House.  This year an urgent special need was
assisting with flood relief in Hammond. We continue to
share out Rotary experience with each other and with those
we serve.  Service Above Self remains a primary value.

Building our Club community.  Membership continues to
grow and new initiatives to welcome and engage new
members have begun. We crated a separate board and
bylaws for Rotary Club of Rochester Foundation. This
provides consistent and focus oversight to the investments
and helps manage the endowment. District Governor Craig
Leiser made the annual visit in October and in honor of
his love of orange, our membership sported orange ribbons
and Craig was forced to sit behind a pumpkin with his
likeness pasted to it. It was well received. For all the efforts
of the committee, the members support of our club and RI
Foundation we were awarded a Presidential Citation With
Distinction.  It is an honor shared by us all.

The Rotary year 2010-2011 comes to a close and with it
my thanks to all of you for allowing me to have the honor
of serving as President of the Rotary Club of Rochester.
Thank you, too, for your friendship and support. It is what
makes this club special.

I leave you with a final thought: Being a Rotarian is a
privilege to be shared with others in service and in
friendship and with many through philanthropy.

Yours in Rotary,
Karel M. Weigel
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Hello from New Orleans, host of the 102nd Rotary International Convention

When the session began I was amazed at all the people
that Rotary brought together, and as the flag ceremony
was being presented, I truly understood how Rotary is an
International organization.  There were countries I had
never heard of before.  When these countries were
announced, the cheers that followed were evidence that
Rotary is all over the world.

During the plenary sessions, there were two speeches to
which we need to be proactive:  1 -”Understanding
Generation Y” by Michael McQueen.  How to get the
young involved with Rotary their way.  and 2 - “Going the
distance on Polio” by Bill Gates.  Why we need to continue
our goal to eradicate polio.  We are less than $30 million
dollars away.

To summarize the convention itself, my explanation does
not do it justice.  There were great speakers, presentations,
entertainment, wonderful people, and a commitment to
do good in the local communities and around the world.

If there was one thing that I took away from attending the
convention, it would have to be our Rotary emblem and
the people that I met.  When wearing your Rotary pin/
shirt or anything with the
Rotary emblem you meet
new friends, you feel the
warmth, the fellowship, the
commitment that you share
with others no matter where
you are.

So remember to wear your
Rotary emblem wherever
you go.  We are part of a
family, The Rotary Family.

Hope to see you in
Bangkok, Thailand.

Mark Dripps

Wow!  What a thrill to attend my first Rotary International
Convention.

I must first say “thank you” for the opportunity to belong
to such a wonderful organization.

Without Rick Lien’s persistence and your acceptance into
Rotary, I doubt if I would have ever felt the excitement
and commitment that Rotary has to share.

Bill Gaddis, the GRR president-elect, and I traveled
together as we attended the Rotary International
Convention in New Orleans, May 21-25.  We were

supposed to leave Minneapolis on Saturday afternoon, but
with a Minnesota lightning storm that took out power to
four terminals, we didn’t arrive in New Orleans until 11:00
a.m. the following day, with the same clothes on that we
had left our homes with on Saturday.  Was this the start to
our year we wondered?

So what do you do in an airport while waiting to fly
standby?   You sit in the local pub drinking a glass of water
with barley and hops, and it was here that I meet two
gentlemen who were on their way to the convention from

Korea.  I noticed
the Rotary pin
they were
wearing and
asked them if they
were on their way
to New Orleans,
and with the
language barrier, I
pointed to my pin
and they asked
“you Rotarian
too?”

Our flight troubles were soon gone as Bill and I arrived at
the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center (a mammoth
building that held roughly 19,000 attendees) just an hour
before the opening session was to begin.  A sigh of relief
was had as I sat there listening to the entertainment ready
to embark on a new year.
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On June 13, 2011, the Rotary Clubs of Rochester welcomed the arrival of four
members of the Vocational Training Team from Turkey.  Led by Rotarian Dr.
Esat Yilgor, the team also included Dr. Serder Alan, Hilal Aceivan and Gulcan
Bilgili.  The Rochester visit followed two weeks of visiting clubs and health
care facilities in the Metropolitan regions of District 5960. The team’s focal
interest was pediatrics and neonatology and the Rochester visit was especially
designed to address those interests using Mayo Clinic as the model. Each day
of the five day visit was packed with tours and interactive dialogue with
physicians and nurses at Mayo Clinic and with others in the community who
support and partner with Mayo in the care of patients.

The VTT team was an honored guest at each Rotary Club to describe Turkish
history, culture and economics. They had the opportunity to experience
Rochester Rotary hospitality as guests of Mike and Judy O’Fallon, Milt and
Linda Tostrud and Dave and Cheryl Moertel. Congregate dinners were hosted
by each club, organized by Mike Neumann, Bruce Buller and Karel Weigel.

As these  visits are designed to do, it was a clinical learning
experience for  our guests and a wonderful cultural exchange
for both guests and hosts.

Vocational Training Team (VTT) from Turkey visits Rochester Rotary Clubs
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1925-26 Phil Sheridan
1926-27 Phil Sheridan
1927-28 George Sanberg
1928-29 A.J. Lobb
1929-30 Nick Kendall
1930-31 W.C. MacCarty
1931-32 H.H. Crawford
1932-33 B.R. Kirklin
1933-34 C.C. Pagenhart
1934-35 C.W. Mayo
1935-36 Harald Thompson
1936-37 Slade Schuster
1937-38 Otis Wicklund
1938-39 R.W. Chadwick
1939-40 Ernest Schlitgus
1940-41 James J. Drummond
1941-42 A.C. Gooding
1942-43 R.D. Mussey
1943-44 Vernon Gates
1944-45 Leonard Ekstrand
1945-46 Gilbert C. Utz
1946-47 Lee Nelson
1947-48 Edwin A. Rundell, Jr
1948-49 Al B. Berens
1949-50 Pat Moore
1950-51 Oscar Allerton
1951-52 David Bach
1952-53 Edward A. Banner
1953-54 Russell Lang

PAST PRESIDENTS – ROCHESTER ROTARY
1954-55 George Zeigler
1955-56 Harry Blackmun
1956-57 Stan R. Davis
1957-58 Harold C. Mickey
1958-59 Thomas T. Myers
1959-60 Joseph Cotter
1960-61 C.J. Feldman
1961-62 Quent Royer
1962-63 James V. Moon
1963-64 Robert C. Roesler
1964-65 Edward M. Litin
1965-66 Kenneth Linwick
1966-67 William H. Carroll, Sr
1967-68 Matthew B. Divertie
1968-69 Fredric H. Bathke
1969-70 Franklin Ruhl
1970-71 Samuel W. Cook
1971-72 Gerry Quiel
1972-73 Stuart Olson
1973-74 Lowell Helgerson
1974-75 Donn Rosenauer
1975-76 Edmund C. Burke
1976-77 Richard  B. Tompkins
1977-78 Allan R. DeBoer
1978-79 Richard A. Cecil
1979-80 Jack D. Key
1980-81 Peter F. Vilter
1981-82 Donald D. McCall
1982-83 H.W. Oehler

1983-84 Leigh Johnson
1984-85 Gerald Needham
1985-86 Richard Towey
1986-87 Peter Connolly
1987-88 Gary Harmon
1988-89 Arthur J. Kennel
1989-90 William Carroll, Jr
1990-91 Dale A. Rings
1991-92 Michael J. Hogan
1992-93 Thomas G. Bergsland
1993-94 Thomas D. Holets
1994-95 Robert L. MacCarty
1995-96 Thomas P. Moyer
1996-97 Marilyn D. Stewart
1997-98 Richard D. Hurt
1998-99 David R. Oeth
1999-00 Frank Iossi
2000-01 Hilla F. Ferguson
2001-02 Dennis L. Nigon
2002-03 Philip R. Karsell
2003-04 Richard D. Edwards
2004-05 William  A. Nietz
2005-06 William “Mike” O’Fallon
2006-07 Rick Lien
2007-08 Kim Adams
2008-09 Doug Rovang
2009-10 Dana Funk
2010-11 Karel Weigel

Rotary Aviation Day - June 23, 2011
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2011-2012 Rochester
Rotary Club Budget

From Junior Achievement – Rochester
Dear Rochester Rotary and the Community Grants
Committee:

First and foremost, thank you.  On behalf of Junior
Achievement’s Board of Directors, its volunteers,
staff, and most importantly, the students we serve, I
want to express my sincere appreciation of your gift
to benefit the students in the Rochester area.  Thank
you for your investment of $500.00 to Junior
Achievement which was received on April 15, 2011.

Your gift is an investment in the future of our children
and the community in which we all live.  Your
involvement is what makes our program thrive.  We
must inspire children to dream, take the leap and
achieve.

Thank you for helping us continue our efforts to
Invest, Involve, and Inspire the leaders of tomorrow.

Again, I thank you.  Know that you have made a
good investment in our future and the return will be
great.

Daryl D. Schulz
Board Member
Junior Achievement – Rochester

From Next Chapter Ministries
To Everyone at the Rotary Club:

Thank you so much for selecting Next Chapter
Ministries to receive this year’s speaker honorarium!
We are deeply grateful for this gift, and thankful for
your commitment to supporting our community.

It is humbling to see lives changed at Next
Chapter…thank you for your involvement, which
enables many of those changes to take place.

We are grateful!

Melinda Fischer and for all of us
Office Manager & Children’s Program Coordinator
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ROCHESTER ROTARY CLUB
P.O. Box 7566
Rochester, MN 55903-7566
Phone:  507-252-0085

PRESIDENT: Mark Dripps

PRESIDENT-ELECT:  Lorie Luedke

PRESIDENT NOMINEE:  Vicki Allen

SECRETARY: Janice Farris

TREASURER: Dan Kelly

PAST PRESIDENT:  Karel Weigel

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
Elizabeth Karsell, 507-252-0085
E-mail: romnrotary@charter.net

ROTARY DISTRICT 5960 GOVERNOR
Judy Freund, Hudson Daybreak Rotary

ASSISTANT GOVERNOR
Mike O’Fallon, Rochester Rotary

ROTARY CLUB  OF ROCHESTER
Rochester, Minnesota

Organized June 12, 1925
Club No. 2047 District No. 5960

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
• Is it the truth?
• Is it fair to all concerned?
• Will it build good will and better friendships?
• Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

THE MOCCASIN FLOWER
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE
ROTARY CLUB OF ROCHESTER

WEB SITES
Rochester Rotary: www.rochesterrotaryclubs.org
   Links to STRIVE – Rotary US Bank Holiday Classic
District 5960: www.rotary5960.org
Rotary International: rotary.org

CLUB SERVICE I
Christine Beech, Director

Greeters ...................................................... Paul Tieskoetter
Membership Development .............................. Lorie Luedke
Rotary Information Officer ............................ Leigh Johnson
Visitors Desk .................................................. Kathy Lessard
Sergeant-at-Arms .......................................... John Woodruff
Mentors ............................................................ Milt Tostrud

CLUB SERVICE II
Bill Wiktor, Director

Club Bulletin ....................... Elizabeth Karsell, Lorie Luedke
Club Web Site ............................................ Elizabeth Karsell
Invocations .........................................................Bill Wiktor
Programs ..................................... Maria Brown, Dana Funk
Public Relations ................................................. Vicki Allen
Four-Way Test ............................................. Chris Holloway

CLUB SERVICE III
Margaret Hinz, Director

Biennial Auction ................... Lorie Luedke,  Laurel Schacht
Golf Day .............................................................. Rick Lien
Music ................................................................ Jane Belau
Social Events .................................................. Jim Wiekamp

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
Cris Fischer, Director

Foundational Scholarships ............................. Steve Sponsel
Group Study Exchange Team ......................... Gilda Banfield
Rotary International Foundation ...................... Karel Weigel
YouthLINC .................................................. Nickie Froiland
Youth Exchange ................................................ Cris Fischer
Rotary Gift of Life ........................................... Betty Devine
World Community Service ........................... Judith O’Fallon

ROTARY COMMITTEES

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Linda Herrick, Director

Camp RYLA .................................................. Steve Rossello
Rotary Literacy Coordinator ............................. Stacy Sinner
Rotary Riverside Mentors .................................. Cris Fischer
Rotation Day ................................................ Danae Ostern
STRIVE .........................................................  Linda Herrick
Vocational Talks ............................................ Fred Banfield
Youth Protection Officer ................................... Kim Adams

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Lorrie Swancutt, Director

Channel One........................Tom Moyer, Phet Saysomphou
Community Food Response ..............................Phil Karsell,

Glenn VanLaningham
Library Host .................................................. Mary Jo Kelly
Quarry Hill Fall Festival ................................ Barbara Porter
Rotary Bell Ringing for Salvation Army ............. Fred Suhler
Rotary US Bank Holiday Classic ...................... Lynn Clarey,

Lorie Luedke, Lois Nietz, Mike Quinn,
Doug Rovang, Laurel Schacht

Service Above Self Awards ......................... Cresta Valentine
Student Guests .............................................. Sara Gilliland
White Oaks Park ........................ Ashok Patel, Mike Mahrer


