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VITAL STATISTICS

MEMBERSHIP: 212

AUGUST ATTENDANCE: 42.54%

AMBASSADORS (Clubs outside of Rochester):
Rotary Club of Baileys Harbor, WI: Tank Sholem;
Rotary Club of Hayward, WI:  Jerry Downes;
Rotary Club of Sturgeon Bay, WI: Tank Sholem

GREATER ROCHESTER ROTARY:  None

ROTARY RISERS: None

eCLUB: Sarah Burrington

MEMBERS ON LEAVE:  Gilda Banfield

RESIGNATIONS: Ronald Seeger, Alan Sessler

NEW MEMBERS: None
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Birthday Name Birthplace

October 1 Mark Dripps Rochester, MN

October 6 David Cook

Peggy Elliott Rochester, MN

October 10 Vicki Allen St Paul, MN

Terry Sorenson Britt, IA

October 11 Steve Stenhaug

October 16 Linda Hillenbrand Canby, MN

October 21 Jane Belau Polk County, MN

October 22 Sandra Means Highcoal, WV

Marilyn Stewart Lake City, IA

October 23 Pam Meyer Edina, MN

October 26 Michael Quinn Minneapolis, MN

Paul Grassle Rochester, MN

October 27 Dan Skinner Lafayette, IN

If we have missed your birthday, please let us know.

“A Local Service Club with a Global Impact - Offering Leadership and Support to our Community and Beyond”

Inbound Youth Exchange Student Niraj Rajput and
International Service Director Cris Fischer.

Welcome to Rochester, Niraj!

You won’t want to miss this fun evening as we
celebrate “Peace Through Service”

with The Rotary Foundation.
Come to be inspired and informed!

Come for the great food and fellowship!
Come to celebrate and have fun!

Rotary District 5960’s
11th Foundation Celebration

Saturday, October 27, 6-9 p.m.
Prom Center (484  Inwood Ave., Oakdale, MN)

$45 per person (Rotarians and guests)

For more information, registration, and mail-in
form go to:  http://rotary5960.org/

showDoc.cfm?pObject=515&pMenuTop=81
Please register by October 16, 2012.

You’re invited to the

ROTARY DISTRICT 5960

FOUNDATION

CELEBRATION
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OTHER MEETINGS AND EVENTS

October 1 Channel One Service, 6:00-8:00
p.m., Channel One Building

October 2 STRIVE at John Marshall, 8:10-
9:10 a.m., John Marshall HS

October 3 STRIVE at Mayo, 8:30-9:30 a.m.,
Mayo HS

October 3 Ronald McDonald House
Dinner Service, 5:45 p.m., Ronald
McDonald House

October 4 STRIVE at Century,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Century HS

October 8 Salvation Army Dinner Service,
5:45-7:00 p.m., Salvation Army
Building

October 9 Rochester Rotary Foundation
Board Meeting, 4:15 p.m., Bear
Creek Services

October 10 Rotary Board of Directors
Meeting - 7:00-8:00 a.m., The
Kahler Grand Hotel, Directors
Room

October 10 Community Food Response -
1:15-6:45 p.m., Bethel Lutheran
Church

October 11 Rotary Board of Directors
Meeting with DG Kovarik -
10:30 a.m., The Kahler Grand
Hotel, Directors Room

October 17 White Oaks Park Clean-up -
6:00 pm, White Oaks Park

October 22 Holiday Classic Steering
Committee Meeting, 11:30 a.m.,
Stifel Nicolaus

October 22 Salvation Army Dinner Service,
5:45-7:00 p.m., Salvation Army
Building

October 24 Rotary Information Meeting -
4:30-6:00 p.m., Custom Alarm

OCTOBER ROTARY CALENDAR

October 4 Kahler Hotel - Elizabethan Room
- 11:30 am - 1 pm, Channel One
Backpack Program by Jennifer
Woodford and Rotary Foundation by
Mark Dripps

October 11 Kahler Hotel - Elizabethan
Room - 11:30 am - 1:00 pm,
District Governor Joe Kovarik and
Rotary Club of Rochester Choir

October 18 Kahler Hotel - Elizabethan
Room - 11:30 am -1:00 pm,
“The Vote to Reauthorize the Local
Option Sales Tax” by Jerrry
Williams

October 25 Kahler Hotel –  Elizabethan
Room - 11:30 am -1:00 pm,
“Estate Planning” by Kelly Engler
& Mark Utz

ROTARY NEWS
• Thanks to all who helped with the September meetings.

Greeters:   Jen Woodford, Borge Christensen, Mark
Dripps, Dan O’Neil, Judith O’Fallon, Gail Sauter,
Cashier:  Angie Rustad, Lois Nietz, Danae Ostern,
Sergeant-at-Arms:  John Woodruff, Visitors Desk:
Betty Devine, Christine Beech, Jeff Allman, Piano:
Linda Herrick, Invocations: Audrey Betcher, Jerry
Mahon, Cris Fischer, Four Way Test:  Danae Ostern,
Denny Nigon, Karel Weigel, Introduction of Visitors:
Rick Lien, Jerry Downes, Presenters:  Steve
Borchardt, Lizzy Haywood, Lee Ehmke.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
It won’t be long and the Salvation Army
Red Kettles will be placed at area
businesses. Rotarians will be ringing
bells, enjoying fellowship, and some,
perhaps, sharing their musical talents.
This year at 8,000 volunteer hours are
needed to reach the $400,000 goal!
Sign-up to ring with a friend, spouse or
child.  Shifts are typically 2 hours long on a Saturday
from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. A minimum of 12 Rotarians
are needed to staff two locations per date.  All who ring
for Rotary are appreciated!  If you decide to ring times
additional to those Rotary has scheduled, you can still
give Rotary credit.  Simply mention the organization
when you sign up.  For more information, go to http://
www.usc.salvationarmy.org or contact Rotarian Fred
Suhler.

ROTARY eCLUB ONE
www.rotaryeclubone.org/
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Teresa Blythe 2 years

David Cook 1 year

Randy Fett 1 year

Maurice Reiner 1 year

Kelly Engler 3 years

Kathy Lessard 3 years

Christine Beech 4 years

Borge Christensen 5 years

Janice Farris 8 years

James Wiekamp 8 years

David Westgard 9 years

Judith O’Fallon 9 years

Danae Ostern 9 years

John Brandrup 10 years

Thomas Fitzgerald 12 years

James Clausen 13 years

Walter Menning 13 years

Aynsley Smith 13 years

Mary Jo Kelly 15 years

Gilda Banfield 15 years

Bob Sheridan 59 years

October Rotary Anniversaries

ROTATION DAY FUN

Rotary Club of Rochester members enjoyed Rotation Day,
September 20.  Thank you to those who hosted:

• David Harbert at ABC 6/KAAL TV

• Jennifer Woodford at Channel One

• Janice Domke, Kelly Engler, Danae Ostern, Maurice
Reiner, and Paul Tieskoetter at Eastwood Bank

• Phil Karsell at his woodshop

• Stacey VandenHeuvel and David Westgard at Olmsted
Medical Center;

• Colin Aldis at Thrivent Financial.

ROTARY OFFERS 2014-15
GLOBAL GRANT SCHOLARSHIP
FOR INTERNATIONAL
GRADUATE-LEVEL STUDIES
St. Paul, Southeastern Minnesota and Western Wisconsin
– September 24, 2012 –Applicants are now being sought
for the new global grant scholarship from Rotary District
5960. Worth $30,000 annually, this exclusive scholarship
will help fund a graduate-level student from the St. Paul
area, southeastern Minnesota or western Wisconsin to
pursue educational and service dreams generating
impact in the areas of Rotary’s new future vision focus:

• Peace and conflict prevention/resolution

• Disease prevention and treatment

• Water and sanitation

• Maternal and child health

• Basic education and literacy

• Economic and community development

Global grant scholarship applications are now available
at www.rotary5960.org (click on Foundation tab).
Qualified candidates must submit completed application
for review and support by their local Rotary Club by
March 15, 2013. Approved candidates need to submit
their final application via email to Bill Gaddis at
gaddtron@gmail.com by April 19, 2013. Interviews for
district finalists will be conducted on May 4, 2013 in the
Twin Cities. Scholarship recipient will then be able to
study at an international university starting Fall 2014.

Save the Date!

Friday, November 2
Rotary Clubs of Rochester
Third Annual Oktoberfest
Barlow Plaza Event Center

2012-2013
Rotary International
Theme
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Membership (Began Rotary year with 215) 240 212

Rotary Foundation - Annual Program Fund $12,000 $700 (6% of goal)

Every Rotarian Every Year (EREY) 100% 4%

Polio Plus (from Auction proceeds) $2,500 $2,500

District 5960 Fast for Hope Project (from Auction proceeds) $1,000 $1,000

CATEGORY 2012-13 GOALS As of Sept. 2012

The Rotary Club of Rochester 2012-13 Club Progress to Goals

Rotarians on a combined committee of the three
Rochester Rotary clubs recently worked with A+
Computer Specialists to revise the shared Rochester
Rotary internet main page (http://
www.rochesterrotaryclubs.org/).  The decision was made
to keep the content simple.  General information about
Rotary, basic information about the local clubs, important
Rotary links, and a shared event calendar can be viewed
on the page.  The hope is that this page will serve both
visitors and local Rotarians as the “go to” page for all
that is Rotary in Rochester.

Changes have also been made to The Rotary Club of
Rochester website. Signups for upcoming events and links
to our most current programs are always available under
“What’s New” on the main page.  Rotarians can also
stay connected to our Youth Exchange students with links
to their blogs available under “Featured.”  Want to know
what opportunities for service are available to Rotary
Club of Rochester members?  Learn more on the
“Avenues of Service” pages.  If you are unable to attend
a weekly meeting, visit the “Club Member Information”
pages to view the on screen announcements for the
week, to find out how to make up your attendance credit

Have you visited the Rochester Rotary Website lately?
at another Rotary event, or to sign up for upcoming
events.

Club leadership wants our club website to be user-
friendly, up to date, and filled with helpful information
for our members.  Please take a minute to visit the site
(http://rochesterrotaryclubs.org/trcr/), and speak with Bill

Wiktor or Elizabeth Karsell if
you have ideas for how to
improve the pages.  The
pages are evolving and
changing to meet your needs.

How can YOU help keep the
Rotary Club of Rochester
website up to date?  Visit your
personal page under “Club

Member Information.”  This is where you share contact,
professional, and personal information with other
members.  Remember, the pages are password protected.
Many of our Rotarians access the pages to learn about
new Rotarians, extend the hand of fellowship among
members, and find professional resources, so it is
beneficial to you to keep your member page up to date.
Your help is appreciated.

ROTARY DISTRICT 5960 ADMINISTRATOR
Under the authority of DG Joe Kovarik, the District Office Committee announces that it has developed a plan of
action to allow for the orderly succession in the office of the District Administrator, currently Jingle Mahan, who
will be retiring on June 30, 2013.

Under the auspices of this plan we will begin to formally advertise for and receive applications in the position of
District Administrator effective Dec. 1, 2012. This announcement is intended to give Rotary Clubs and Rotarians
an early opportunity to identify potential candidates for this position. Actual employment will commence on or
about April 1, 2013. Potential candidates may choose to inquire as to the specifics of the job description and
candidate selection criteria by submitting a request to the attention of PDG Craig Leiser c/o Rotary District 5960
Office Committee, 2233 Hamline Ave. North, Suite 620, Roseville, MN 55113.



5

Members of the host partner, the Muthaiga RC, visited
the Baraka Clinic and established relationships with the
staff there.  They have also hosted clinic staff at one of
their meetings.  In addition, they helped the American
team overcome difficulties posed by fluctuating

exchange rates between US dollars,
Euros, and Kenyan shillings, and
helped navigate the sometimes
complex business environment of
Kenya. Members of the Muthaiga
club oversaw the purchase of the
ESR machine and personally
delivered it to the clinic.

Greater Rochester Rotary Club
members created an on-line video
describing the project to
disseminate knowledge about it
among the four Rotary Clubs in the
South east Minnesota World Service
Committee.  In addition, the video
will be sent to various press outlets
in the area to build awareness of the
international role that Rotary is
playing.  The host club in Kenya will
also receive access to a digital
copy for use as they see fit.

Drs.  Ashok Patel, Eric Matteson, and
Nisha Manek of the Rotary Club of
Rochester will be involved in the
activities of the clinic, with a
projected medical training series
and service to the Baraka Clinic
scheduled for January of 2012.  This
will include seminars on infectious

disease management, and management of chronic lung
diseases in this population.

The Baraka Health Centre treats upwards of 250 out-
patients each day.  The addition of the ERS machine will
allow for greater ease and accuracy in treating diseases
of the blood.  These include tuberculosis and HIV.  Even
should the clinic be required by the Kenyan government
to move, the machine is portable and can be moved to
any new location, allowing treatment to continue and
improving the public health of this impoverished section
of our world.

Baraka Health Centre is run by German Doctors/ Aerzte
fuer die 3. Welt.  The German Doctors assessed the need
and specified the type and nature of the machine required.
They will continue to oversee its proper use long into the
foreseeable future.

WORLD COMMUNITY SERVICE MAKING AN IMPACT IN KENYA
Submitted in part by Judith O’Fallon

The Greater Rochester Rotary Club, partnering with the
Rotary Club of Rochester, the Rochester Rotary Risers,
the Zumbrota Rotary Club, and the Rotary Club of
Muthaiga, purchased an ESR machine, with supplies, for
the Baraka (“Blessing”) Clinic in Mathare Valley, Nairobi,
Kenya.  The ESR machine measures the erythrocyte
sedimentation rate in human blood cells.  It is a valuable
diagnostic tool, and has the advantage of being small
and portable, allowing the management of the clinic to
easily transport it should a new clinic location become
necessary.

The medical technology enables the determination of
inflammation/infection in patients suffering, for example
tuberculosis, and other diseases.  With this technology,
which is in standard usage in laboratories and clinics

around the world, it is easy to
monitor the status of patients
being treated for infections.  It
uses an established technology
which is safer, requires little
blood, and has high accuracy.
The requested supplies will
permit about 500 measurements
of the ESR each month, with
materials for one year.

The Baraka Clinic is located in the Mathare valley of
Nairobi. It is a slum with a population of about 200,000.
Malnutrition, HIV, and other chronic infections including
tuberculosis are endemic.  The clinic provides outpatient
services to about 250 patients each day.  The HIV
program has about 1,000 patients, treated with
medications provided through the Catholic Archdiocese,
the German humanitarian organization Aerzte fuer die
Dritte Welt, and a variety of other organizations.

In addition, we were able to capitalize on personal
connections through Rotary. Dr. Nisha Manek, a member
of Rotary in Rochester at the time the project was
conceived, is the sister of Jay Manek, who was president
of the Muthaiga Club when the project began.  Other
Rotarians of the Muthaiga Club participated in helping
us overcome difficulties posed by fluctuating exchange
rates, navigation of the sometimes complex business
environment of Kenya, and the delivery of the machine
to the Baraka Clinic.

Approximately 12 Rotarians participated in the project.
Staff work was done by all nine members of the Southeast
Minnesota World Service Committee (a joint committee
of the Rotary Club of Rochester, Greater Rochester Rotary,
the Rochester Rotary Risers, and Zumbrota Rotary Club).
Two members of the Greater Rochester Rotary took the
lead on this project.

Dr. Nisha Manek

Dr. Eric Matteson

Dr. Ashok Patel
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Rotary International General Secretary John Hewko,
International PolioPlus Committee Vice Chair John Germ,
Canadian Rotarian and polio survivor Ramesh Ferris, and
Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair Wilfrid Wilkinson at the
UN event on polio eradication. Wilkinson is holding the
petitions signed by visitors to Rotary’s polio advocacy
Web site.

Rotary International has made a new funding commitment
of $75 million over three years to the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative (GPEI). Rotary, which has already
contributed nearly $1.2 billion to the GPEI, announced
the commitment at a 27 September high-level side event
on polio eradication,
convened by United
Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon
during the United
Nations General
Assembly in New York.

The side event — “Our
Commitment to the
Next Generation: The
Legacy of a Polio-free
World” — brought
together leaders of the remaining endemic countries, and
representatives of donor governments, development
agencies, the GPEI partners, and the media to underscore
the urgent need to finish the job of global polio eradication.
Although the wild poliovirus is endemic only in
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nigeria, other countries are
still at risk for re-established transmission of the virus
through its “importation” from the endemics.

Ban urged UN member states to ramp up their support
for the GPEI, launched in 1988 by Rotary, the World
Health Organization, UNICEF, and the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. The partnership now
includes the support of the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation and the United Nations Foundation.

“This decisive moment is a matter of health and justice.
Every child should have the right to start life with equal
protection from this disease. That’s why I have made
eradicating polio a top priority for my second term as
Secretary-General,” said Ban.

New donors
“Governments need to step up and honor their
commitments to polio eradication if we are to achieve
our goal of a polio-free world,” said Wilfrid Wilkinson,
chair of The Rotary Foundation. “We are at a true tipping
point, with success never closer than it is right now. We
must seize the advantage by acting immediately, or risk
breaking our pledge to the world’s children.”

“The evidence is clear: if we all do our part, we can and
will end this disease. But we must act quickly and give
ourselves the very best chance to succeed,” said Bill
Gates, co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
one of the leading donors to the GPEI. “When we defeat
polio, it will motivate us to aim for other great health and
development milestones.”

The Islamic Development Bank (IDB), a new donor to
the polio eradication effort, announced a US$227 million
loan to Pakistan, which will cover the majority of the
county’s polio vaccination campaign costs. The IDB also
announced a $3 million grant for polio activities in
Afghanistan.

In addition, Julian Fantino, Canadian Minister of
International Cooperation, announced a “Three for One
Polio Challenge Initiative” with Rotarians in Canada and
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Through the
initiative, the Canadian International Development
Agency and the Gates Foundation will each contribute
to the GPEI C$1 for every $1 raised by Canadian
Rotarians up to $1 million. Upon completion, the initiative
would generate a total of $3 million for the GPEI.

These additional funding commitments follow action
taken in May by the World Health Assembly, which
declared polio eradication a “programmatic emergency
for global public health.” Polio cases have plummeted
by more than 99 percent since 1988, when the disease
infected about 350,000 children a year. Although new
polio cases are at an all-time low — fewer than 150
worldwide in 2012 as of 19 September – the $790 million
funding shortfall through 2013 has already curtailed
scheduled immunization activities in polio-affected
countries. If eradication fails and polio rebounds, up to
200,000 children a year could be paralyzed.

ROTARY COMMITS ADDITIONAL $75 MILLION TO HELP END POLIO
Rotary News, September 27, 2012

continued on page 7



7

“Failure to eradicate polio is unforgiveable, forever.
Failure is not an option. No single one of us can bring
this long, hard drive over the last hurdle. But together
we can,” said Dr. Margaret Chan, Director-General of
the World Health Organization.

Unwavering commitment
Rotary and its GPEI partners have reached more than
2.5 billion children with the oral polio vaccine, preventing
more than 8 million cases of paralysis and hundreds of
thousands of pediatric deaths. Rotary’s chief
responsibilities in the initiative are fundraising and
advocacy, an increasingly important role as the polio
end game draws near.

Earlier this month, Rotary launched a new website to
garner greater support for the global polio eradication

effort. More than 6,000 visitors signed a petition on the
site calling for world leaders to commit additional
resources to close the funding gap. Wilkinson presented
the signatures on Rotary’s behalf during the UN polio
eradication side event. Visitors to the site can also
estimate the potential dollar value they can generate by
sharing the polio eradication message through Facebook,
Twitter, and other social media.

“The unwavering commitment of Rotary members has
been vital to the incredible progress of the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative,” said Wilkinson. “How critically
important it is for the global community to seize this
historic opportunity before us to end polio now.”

ROTARY COMMITS ADDITIONAL $75 MILLION TO HELP END POLIO
Continued from page 6
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ROCHESTER ROTARY CLUB
P.O. Box 7566
Rochester, MN 55903-7566
Phone:  507-252-0085

PRESIDENT: Lorie Luedke

PRESIDENT-ELECT:  Vicki Allen

PRESIDENT NOMINEE:  Paul Barton

SECRETARY: Caroline Baihly

TREASURER: Ray Johnson

PAST PRESIDENT:  Mark Dripps

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
Elizabeth Karsell, 507-252-0085
E-mail: romnrotary@charter.net

ROTARY DISTRICT 5960 GOVERNOR
Joe Kovarik, St. Paul Rotary

ASSISTANT GOVERNOR
Chris Berg, Greater Rochester Rotary

ROTARY CLUB  OF ROCHESTER

Rochester, Minnesota

Organized June 12, 1925
Club No. 2164 District No. 5960

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
• Is it the truth?

• Is it fair to all concerned?

• Will it build good will and better friendships?

• Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

THE MOCCASIN FLOWER
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE
ROTARY CLUB OF ROCHESTER

WEB SITES
Rochester Rotary: www.rochesterrotaryclubs.org
   Links to STRIVE – Rotary US Bank Holiday Classic
District 5960: www.rotary5960.org
Rotary International: rotary.org

CLUB SERVICE I
Sue Johnson, Director

Greeters ............................................................. Colin Aldis
Membership Development ................................ Vicki Allen
Rotary Information Officer .............................Leigh Johnson
Visitors Desk ................................................. Kathy Lessard
Sergeant-at-Arms .......................................... John Woodruff
Mentors ............................................................ Milt Tostrud

CLUB SERVICE II
Bill Wiktor, Director

Club Bulletin ...................... Elizabeth Karsell, Lorie Luedke
Club Web Site .......................................... Elizabeth Karsell
Invocations ........................................................ Bill Wiktor
Programs ............................................................ Dana Funk
Public Relations .................................................Paul Barton
Four-Way Test ................................................Steve Sponsel

CLUB SERVICE III
Anne Berberich, Director

Biennial Auction .......................... Mark Dripps, Dana Funk
Golf Day ........................................................ Mark Dripps
Music ............................................................... Ann Beatty
Social Events .....................................................................

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
Cris Fischer, Director

Foundational Scholarships ..............................Steve Sponsel
Group Study Exchange Team .......................... Maria Brown
Rotary International Foundation ....................... Mark Dripps
Youth Exchange ................................................ Cris Fischer
Rotary Gift of Life ........................................... Betty Devine
World Community Service ........................... Judith O’Fallon

ROTARY COMMITTEES

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
Stacy Sinner, Director

Camp RYLA ................................ Dana Funk, Diane Ilstrup
Rotary Literacy Coordinator ............................ Stacy Sinner
Rotation Day ................................................ Danae Ostern
STRIVE ...................................... Mark Dripps, Diane Ilstrup
Vocational Talks .............................................. Alison Good
Youth Protection Officer .............................. Michon Rogers

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Diane Ilstrup, Director

Channel One....................... Tom Moyer, Phet Saysomphou
Community Food Response .............................. Phil Karsell,

Glenn VanLaningham
Library Hosts .................................................Mary Jo Kelly
Quarry Hill Fall Festival ............................... Steve Sponsel
Rotary Bell Ringing for Salvation Army ............ Fred Suhler
Rotary US Bank Holiday Classic .................. Teresa Blythe,

Lynn Clarey, Elizabeth Karsell, Lorie Luedke, Bill Nietz,
Lois Nietz, Mike Quinn, Doug Rovang, Laurel Schacht,

Steve Stenhaug, Lorrie Swancutt
Salvation Army Dinners .... Linda Hillenbrand, Sue Johnson
Service Above Self Awards ........................Cresta Valentine
Student Guests ............................................. Sara Gilliland
White Oaks Park ........................Ashok Patel, Mike Mahrer


