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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Birthday Name Birthplace 

September 3 Jerry Downes Minneapolis, MN 

September 7 Jerry Williams Princeville, IL 

September 13 Holtz, Amy Caledonia, MN 

September 14 Darlene Feltes Arcadia, WI 

September 14 Laurel Schacht Rochester, MN 

September 16 Josef Chlachula Czechoslovakia 

September 17 Mariah Mihm Spring Valley, MN 

September 19 Audrey Betcher Rochester, MN 

September 23 Bill Nietz Rochester, MN 

September 28 Mac Hamilton Minneapolis, MN 

September 29 Gary Harmon Fargo, ND 

If we have missed your birthday, please let us know. 

VITAL STATISTICS 
MEMBERSHIP: 181 

ROCHESTER ROTARY RISERS:  none reported 

GREATER ROCHESTER ROTARY: none reported 

ROTARY eCLUB ONE:  none reported 

OTHER CLUBS: Tank Sholem 

MEMBERS ON LEAVE: none reported 

NEW MEMBERS: Suzie Christenson, Danny Garcia, 
Elizabeth Karsell, Steven Nyhus 

RESIGNATIONS:  Ann Beatty 

Moccasin Flower 
Official Publication of The Rotary Club of Rochester, Minnesota 

Volume 90 September 2017 Number 3 

Save the Date! 
World Polio Day Event 
October 24, 5-7 pm 
Cambria Gallery, 400 South Broadway 

 Club No. 2164  Organized June 12, 1925 District No. 5960 

“Rotary- neighbors, friends, and problem-solvers who come together to make positive, lasting change in communities at home and abroad.” 

STRIVE MENTORS NEEDED 
Do you have just one hour each month for the next 
nine months to spend with a local, high school senior? 
If so, you could be a STRIVE mentor. STRIVE is a 
mentorship program coordinated by the Rotary clubs 
of Rochester, connecting positive adults with high 
school seniors at risk of not graduating. The purpose of 
STRIVE is to give hope and direction, set goals, 
improve academics, make friendships, and celebrate 
accomplishments. 

STRIVE students 
and mentors meet 
each month at each 
of the three public 
h i gh  schoo l s . 
Facilitators lead the 
group in discussions or activities, community members 
educate the students about current issues or post-
secondary options, and school staff report on students’ 
progress. Students and mentors also enjoy two “Grub 
Nights,” typically at RCTC for food and tours and at 
Quarry Hill or Bowlocity for food and fun. The 
program concludes the academic year with a 
celebration during which students are honored. 

Mentors do not need to be Rotary members. If you, or 
someone you know, has the time and interest in 
serving, please contact romnrotary@gmail.com today! 
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 
Weekly Meetings 

September 7 Service First Thursday,  Rochester 
Public Library, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

September 14 No Traditional Meeting, due to Golf 
Outing on September 13, 11:30 am – 
1:00 pm, Willow Creek Golf Course 

September 21 1905 Meetings, Express Professional 
Employment, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, University of Minnesota 
Rochester, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

September 28 Traditional Meeting, “Women of 
Mayo” presented by Virginia Wright 
Peterson, Exhibit Hall, Mayo Civic 
Center, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Other Meetings & Events 
September 4 No Channel One Service due to 

the Labor Day holiday 

September 9/10 Quarry Hill Fall Festival Service, 
Quarry Hill Nature Center, 701 
Silver Creek Rd NE, shifts between 
10:45 am – 5:15 pm  

September 11  Salvation Army Dinner Service, 
Salvation Army Bldg, 5:30-7:00 pm 

September 12 Rotary Club of Rochester Board, 
OMC SE Clinic Conference, Room 
4-2 (210 9th St. SE), 7:00 am 

September 12 Holiday Classic Steering 
Committee meeting, F&M 
Community Bank (2768 Superior 
Dr NW), 11:30 am 

September 13 Rotary Clubs of Rochester World 
Community Service Meeting, Edina 
Realty Conference Room (1301 
Salem Rd SW) 7:00 am 

September 14 Rotary Club of Rochester 
Foundation meeting, OMC 
Regional Foundation (102 Elton 
Hills Dr NW) 4:30-6:00 pm 

September 20 Rotary Information Meeting, 
location TBD, 4:30-5:30 pm 

September 20 White Oaks Park Clean Up, White 
Oaks Park (4597 55th Street NW), 
6:00 pm 

September 27 Wine Down Wednesday, Five West 
(1991 Commerce Dr NW), 4:00 pm 

Jim Secord 1 year 

Terry Sorenson 7 years 
Barb Banner 8 years 

Sue F. Johnson 9 years 

Paul Tieskoetter 9 years 
David Harbert 10 years 

Mark Ostrem 10 years 

Dan Kelly 11 years 

Jim Sloan 13 years 
Laurel Schacht 15 years 

Karel Weigel 19 years 

Sue Dripps 21 years 
Lois Nietz 30 years 

Frank Sharbrough 34 years 

September Rotary Anniversaries 

Thanks to all who helped with August 
meetings: Greeters:  Frank Sharbrough, Bill Wiktor, 
Scott Lemke, Paul Landry, Joel Haak; Cashier:  Danae 
Gaio, Dana Funk, Mark Murch; Sergeant-at-Arms:  
John Woodruff; Visitors Desk:  Scott Lemke, Danny 
Garcia, Sam Beyers; Music/Pledge:  Jim Sloan, 
Patricia McCleese; Reflection: Bill Wiktor, Janice 
Domke, Caroline Baihly; Four Way Test:  Jon Losness, 
McKinsey Goodenberger, Colin Aldis; Introduction of 
Visitors: Phil Karsell, Jennifer Teske; Presenters:  
Austin Ferguson, Kyle Haugen, Greg Martin 
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The Rotary Club of Rochester 2017-18 Club Progress Towards Goals 

Membership (started the 2017-18  Rotary year at 185) 183 181 

Rotary International Foundation Annual Program Fund $15,000 $2,560 

Every Rotarian Every Year (EREY) 100% 4% 

PolioPlus $4,000 $4,750 

District 5960 Fast for Hope Project $1,000 $0 

Rotary Club of Rochester Foundation $10,000 $5,801 

CATEGORY 2017-18 GOALS As of August 31, 2017 

Register online, today! 

https://www.crsadmin.com/EventPortal/Registrations/PublicFill/EventPublicFill.aspx?evtid=f3eb81ef-08c2-47b9-aa3f-2e2b5e5b6180
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We are excited to announce that our district will be presenting One Rotary Summits on September 28, October 3, 
and October 7  this Rotary year.  These summits emphasize the relationship among Membership, Public Image, and 
Humanitarian Service (the latter especially through The Rotary Foundation) and are a unique and effective way to 
help club members understand and become truly engaged in the opportunities offered by Rotary.  Please CLICK 
HERE for more information.   

Yours in Rotary, 

Paul Perez 
Rotary Club of Prior Lake 
2019-2020 District Governor 5960 

WORKING TO GROW ROTARY 
Thank you to those who proposed members in 2016-17 

Colin Aldis 
Audrey Betcher 
Richard Brubaker 
Sinead Chick 
Josef Chlachula 

Chris Colby 
Janice Domke 
Jeanine Gangeness 
Heather Holmes 
David Moertel 

Ingrid Neel 
Jim Sloan 
Marilyn Stewart 
Jennifer Teske 
Stacey Vanden Heuvel 

Welcome new members! 

L-R:  Jeff Allman, new 
Rotarian Danny Garcia, 
Mark Kotschevar, new 
Rotarian Steven Nyhus, 
new Rotarian Elizabeth 
Karsell, and Sara 
Gilliland 

Karel Weigel with new Rotarian Suzie Christenson 

Sarah Burrington 

Janice Domke 
Mark Dripps 

Lorie Luedke 

Judy O’Fallon 
Tank Sholem 

Jim Sloan 

Stacey Vanden Heuvel 
Karel Weigel 

John Woodruff 

Congratulations to those with perfect attendance in Rotary 2016-17 

2017-18 ONE ROTARY SUMMIT 
TRAINING ANNOUNCEMENT 

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50121/Page/one-rotary-summit-2017
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50121/Page/one-rotary-summit-2017


 5 

Remembering Atlanta
By President Janice Domke 

It’s been over two months already since I got back from the Rotary International Convention in Atlanta – my first.  
I’ve been to other conventions before but nothing, and I mean nothing, is like a Rotary convention!!!   

If you haven’t read Ian Riseley’s opening letter in the July issue of The Rotarian, I encourage you to.  It’s a great 
tribute to the feeling of being at a convention with 40,000+ of your Rotary Family. 

I’d like to share with you a few of the highlights I took away from the convention.  

The first was Bill Gates sharing his commitment to help fund ending polio in the world.  He talked about the various 
numbers we’ve accomplished, which are truly amazing! (You can get an update by going here https://
www.endpolio.org/what-is-polio#Facts). The statistic that stood out most to me was the 16,000,000 – yes, million – 
people that walk today because of Rotary’s efforts to end polio. 

And the scary statistic of what will happen in a few short years if we don’t finish the job.  He shared that if we 
stopped now, short of finishing the goal (we’re down to 3 countries and only 9 new cases so far in 2017), that by 
2026 with our global society, we’d be back to where we were in 1979 when it all started.  That’s only 9 years!  The 
eradication of polio needs to remain a priority and it was truly remarkable to hear all of the countries and entities 
that committed to finishing the job.   

We want to go from being “this close”               to zero. We will get there and it will be an amazing thing to see. 

The next highlight was Ashton Kutcher talking about his non-profit, Thorn.  If you don’t know anything about it, I 
encourage you to go to www.wearethorn.org to learn more. The man is so dedicated to this cause and so well 
spoken – it’s hard to reconcile with the characters you see him play on TV. Ashton talked about the 25,000,000 
child sexual abuse images that are viewed annually.  He found out about this and realized he needed to do 
something.  Go to his website and find out all the cool things Thorn is doing to help law enforcement fight this 
insidious crime with technology.  It’s quite amazing. 

There were so many great speakers, wonderful break-out sessions – my favorite was the Thai Chi-Cha session I 
attended with Health Holmes (the 4-Way Stretch came out of this breakout).  It was fascinating to hear about what 
other clubs are doing, the challenges they face and how they are overcoming those.   

If you’ve never been to a Rotary International Convention, I believe you should invest the time and money.  It is well 
worth it!  I am ever grateful to The Rotary Club of Rochester for sending me to Atlanta.  It was a trip I will never 
forget! 

Next year’s convention is in Toronto, Canada.  I wonder what a bus would cost to go and how long it would take to 
get there.  Imagine a bus load of TRCR members arriving in Toronto . . . sounds like fun!! 
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THE SHARED WORK OF ROTARY IN ROCHESTER 
Recently, our Three Club Rotary Leadership asked all combined committees, with Rotarians from all three Rochester 
clubs working on shared Rotary programs, to submit reports. These reports will be shared with you over the next 
several months to give you a better understanding of the activities of Rotary in Rochester, our successes and our 
areas of improvement. If after reading any of the articles you have an interest in participation in these efforts, please 
contact the chairperson listed. Enjoy! 

Rochester Rotary Program:  Cradle to Career 
Chair:  Elaine Case 
Prepared by: Cradle to Career Rotary committee  

What are your major accomplishments over the past year and/or three years: 
The Cradle to Career Rotary committee convened in July, 2015 and through October, 2017 accomplished these 
items:  
▪ Aligned around education as a critical community gap
▪ Gathered data, held community interviews
▪ Obtained a district and Rochester clubs grant to conduct a community literacy summit
▪ Researched 10 cities across U.S. using the StriveTogether framework
▪ Had conversations with national leaders on literacy and education
▪ Based on our research, broadened our scope: To improve educational outcomes from birth to workforce by

bringing people together across the community who care about children – from parents and educators to civic
leaders and local employers – and who can accomplish more by working together.

▪ Added community members to the Rotary Literacy committee and changed the name to the Cradle to Career
Committee.

▪ Obtained district grant to conduct a community summit

In November, 2016 the Cradle to Career Rotary team and the United Way combined forces as we were both 
focused on the same goals. We began to build a coalition and together we: 

▪ Determined approach: Collective Impact
▪ Held coalition partner meetings; 28 local organizations supported the cause and became partners by publicly

supporting the effort and committing to participate in the summit
▪ Created the Data Walk – 33 slides of local data that demonstrate how our community is performing around

educational indicators
▪ Consulted with StriveTogether

On April 21, 2017 we held a community summit attended by 200 community leaders. The state of Rochester 
education was conveyed via a data walk built by United Way. Cradle to Career was introduced to the community 
by Jeff Edmondson, Managing Director, StriveTogether and Charley Nelson, Executive Director, Every Hand Joined, 
Red Wing, MN. The session was taped and can be accessed at this link. 

Immediately following the summit, a meeting was held with potential backbone partners. Jeff Edmondson led this 
session. 45 people were in attendance with these major outcomes:  
▪ Attendees unanimously voted ‘yes’ to continue and support the work
▪ Created a high-level plan to move forward via a planning team including participant groups, an elected facilitator,

draft schedules and deliverables. The participant groups would be representatives of 15 cross-community entities.

Rochester Rotary Program:  Cradle to Career continued on page 7 

http://rochestercitymn.iqm2.com/Citizens/VideoScreen.aspx?MediaID=1512&Frame=None
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This new Cradle to Career Planning Team will build recommendations around a community vision, outcomes, 
indicators and a structure to drive the Cradle to Career initiative forward in a sustainable way. The team has held an 
initial kick-off meeting and laid out a high-level plan. The original backbone members, and the community will be 
asked to learn about, provide input and approve these recommendations preparing to formally launch the 
organizational structure and the work. After this time, the Cradle to Career planning team will phase out as the 
community approved structure launches. The United Way will provide some administrative and communications 
support to the Cradle to Career Planning Team during this planning process. For example, the United Way will work 
on the most urgent items including the creation and execution of a communication plan, beginning with this 
newsletter, to ensure transparency with the community about the work that is taking place.  

What goals did you have that you could not accomplish: 
None. 

What are your strengths in working together as a three-club initiative: 
Teamwork, dedication, alignment to a common purpose, incorporation of community members into the work. 

What challenges do you have for your program: 
It will take continued focus to move the community to the next step of having a purpose, set of agreed-to outcomes, 
indicators as well as the support teams: backbone, data, investor.  

What support do you need from three-club leadership moving into 2017-2018? 
We have currently been offered $25K from the state (through the county) to get the execution plan built this year. 
Rotary has played a key role in partnership with the United Way of Olmsted County to drive this important 
initiative. We will need to make some strategic decisions about the role(s) we are willing to take on in the future.  

THE SHARED WORK OF ROTARY IN ROCHESTER 
Rochester Rotary Program:  Cradle to Career continued from page 6 

Since this time, the Cradle to Career Rotary committee has invited leaders from those entities to participate in the 
planning session, created a charter and timeline. The community participants representing those entities are as 
follows:  
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All suggestions for District Governor must be received no later than Monday, October 9, 2017, to be considered. 

The suggestion for District Governor must be submitted in the form of a resolution (Click Here) for Rotary Governor Nominee Data Sheet) 
adopted at a regular meeting of the club, naming the suggested candidate. The club secretary shall certify the resolution. A club may suggest 
only one of its own members as a candidate for governor-nominee. 

The selection of a governor-nominee must be conducted in a dignified, responsible manner in harmony with the principles of Rotary. (RCP 
19.030.1) Section 10.050 of the RI Bylaws provides that any candidate who becomes aware of campaigning, canvassing or electioneering for 
elective office in RI, must express their disapproval to those so engaged and shall instruct them to terminate such activity. 

Rotary International Bylaws Article 15.080 state, “a governor at the time of taking office must have attended the International Assembly for its 
full duration, been a member of one or more Rotary clubs for at least seven years, and must continue to possess the qualifications in section 
15.070. 

A.  A member in good standing of a club in the District. (RIB 15.070.1) 

B. The Rotarian must have full qualification for such membership in the strict application of the provisions thereof, and the integrity of the 
Rotarian’s classification must be without question. (RIB 15.070.2) 

C. The Rotarian must be a member in a functioning club in good standing which has no outstanding indebtedness to RI or to the district as of 
the close of the year preceding that in which the Rotarian is proposed as a candidate for the nomination for governor. (RIB 15.070.3) 

D. The Rotarian must have served as president of a club for a full term or be a charter president of a club having served the full term from the 
date of charter to 30 June, provided that this period is at least six months. (RIB 15.070.4) 

E. The Rotarian must demonstrate willingness, commitment, and ability, physically and otherwise, to fulfill the duties and responsibilities of 
the office of governor as provided in section15.090, “Duties of a Governor.” (RIB 15.070.5) 

F. The Rotarian must demonstrate knowledge of the qualifications, duties, and responsibilities of governor as prescribed in the bylaws and 
submit to RI, through its general secretary, a signed statement that the Rotarian understands clearly such qualifications, duties, and 
responsibilities. Such statement shall also confirm that the Rotarian is qualified for the office of governor and willing and able to assume 
the duties and responsibilities of that office and to perform them faithfully. (RIB 15.070.6) 

A member of the District Nominating Committee will make a personal contact with those nominees qualified to serve. Any questions related 
to the duties, obligations or rewards of serving as a District Governor should be directed to PDG Jim Hunt: jim.hunt.d5960@gmail.com Cell 
phone 612-770-2203. 

Interviews for the District Governor Nominee, who would serve as District Governor during the Rotary year, 1 July 2020- 30 June 2021, will 
take place at: Date: Saturday, October 14, 2017 

Place: Northern Star Council (Boy Scouts) Service Center 
393 Marshall Ave, St. Paul, MN      Directions  

2233 North Hamline Avenue • Suite 620 • Roseville, Minnesota 55113 U.S.A. 

(651) 636-9054 • FAX: (651) 636-8799 • 1-800-636-9054 • www.rotary5960.org 

DG Nominating Committee: Seeking Candidates for 2020-21 
The history of Rotary District 5960 has been written by the generous commitment of Rotarians, the strength of their 
leadership and with the guidance of successive District Governors and their leadership teams.  It is important that 
our tradition of strong leadership continue as we chart the course for Rotary’s future.  

The process for soliciting candidates for District Governor for Rotary year 2020-21 is now 
beginning. The formal procedure and guidelines for submitting a suggested candidate can be 
found below or at this link.  Note that the process requires a formal resolution (Click Here for 
form) from the candidates club along with the completed application signed by the club President 
and club Secretary. 

The final date for receiving applications is October 9, 2017.  If there is a member of your club 
who meets the qualifications and is interested in furthering their Rotary leadership experience, please encourage 
them to apply.  PDG Jim Hunt would also welcome the opportunity to speak to anyone about the duties, obligations 
and rewards of serving as District Governor:  jim.hunt.d5960@gmail.com Cell phone:  612-770-2203. 

http://www.google.com/maps?q=393+Marshall+Avenue,+St.+Paul+MN+55102&es_sm=122&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&ei=E11nVfW7HdjSoAS17YCIBw&ved=0CAcQ_AUoAQ
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50121/Documents/en-us/c7210b61-df8d-4b10-9ec4-0fed674ea6aa/1
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50121/Documents/en-us/73943b99-82fb-4a3d-b570-deabd9c5a598/1
mailto:jim.hunt.d5960@gmail.com
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ROCHESTER ROTARY CLUB 
P.O. Box 7566 
Rochester, MN 55903-7566 
Phone: 507-252-0085 

ROTARY CLUB OF ROCHESTER 
Rochester, Minnesota 

Organized June 12, 1925 
Club No. 2164 District No. 5960 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
 Is it the truth?
 Is it fair to all concerned?
 Will it build good will and better friendships?
 Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

THE MOCCASIN FLOWER 
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF ROCHESTER 

PRESIDENT:  Janice Domke 
PRESIDENT-ELECT:  Sara Gilliland 
PRESIDENT NOMINEE:  Colin Aldis 
SECRETARY:  Jeff Allman 
TREASURER:  Terry Sorenson 
PAST PRESIDENT:  Stacey Vanden Heuvel 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR 

Elizabeth Karsell, 507-252-0085 
 E-mail: romnrotary@gmail.com 
ROTARY DISTRICT 5960 GOVERNOR 

Kyle Haugen, Rotary Club of Prior Lake 
ASSISTANT GOVERNOR 

Mark Dripps, Rotary Club of Rochester

WEB SITES 
Rochester Rotary: www.rochesterrotaryclubs.org 

Links to STRIVE – Rotary US Bank Holiday Classic 
District 5960:  www.rotary5960.org 
Rotary International: www.rotary.org

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Joel Haak, Director 

Greeters  ..................................................... Joel Haak 
Four-Way Test  ...................................... Mark Dripps 
Music ......................................................... VACANT 
Reflections  ............................................. Kelly Engler 
Sergeant-at-Arms ................................ John Woodruff 
Programs  ............................................. Corey Jordan 
Visitors Desk  ................................ Suzanne Dinusson 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 
Jen Woodford, Director 

Benefit Auction  ........ Heather  Holmes, Kristine Ihrke 
Golf Day  ............................................. Kathy Lessard 
Social Events  ....................................... Jen Woodford 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Wes Duellman, Director 

Moccasin Flower  ...... Elizabeth Karsell, Lorie Luedke 
Website & Social Media ................ Samantha Rother, 

Elizabeth Karsell 
Public Image  .................... Colin Aldis, Jennifer Teske 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
Jeanine Gangeness, Director 

Rotary Scholarships .................................... VACANT 
Group Study Exchange Team  ................ Alison Good 
Rotary International Foundation ................................. 
  ............................................. Stacey Vanden Heuvel 
Youth Exchange  ............................. Samantha Rother 
World Community Service  ...... Borge M. Christensen 

Peggy Elliott, Rick Lien, Eric Matteson,  
Judith O’Fallon, Ashok Patel 

ROTARY COMMITTEES 

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
Sara Gilliland, President Elect 

Rotary Information Officer  ...................... L J Johnson 
Sponsors  .................................................... VACANT 

VOCATIONAL SERVICE 
Sinéad Chick, Director 

Camp RYLA  .......................Dana Funk, Diane Ilstrup 
Ethics Program  ..................... Stacey Vanden Heuvel, 

 Lorie Luedke 
Literacy  .................................................. Kay Hocker  
Rotation Day .......................................... Danae Gaio 
STRIVE  ............................ ......................Diane Ilstrup 
Vocational Talks  ................................ Walt Menning 
Youth Protection Officer  ...................... Diane Ilstrup 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Kelly Engler, Director 

Channel One  ........................................Deb Muench
Quarry Hill Fall Festival  ...................... Steve Sponsel 
Rotary Bell Ringing - Salvation Army .... Mark Neville 
Rotary Holiday Classic  .......................... Lynn Clarey,  

 Janice Domke, Elizabeth Karsell, Lorie Luedke,  
Bill Nietz, Steve Stenhaug,  

Lorrie Swancutt,  Jen Woodford 
Salvation Army Dinners  ................... Jennifer Driesch 

JoMarie Morris 
Service Above Self Awards  ................... Diane Ilstrup 
Student Guests  ....................................... Kelly Engler 
White Oaks Park  .............. Ashok Patel, Mike Mahrer 




