
                                                  
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 
  March 4, 2008 

 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
March 11, Elena Hendricks with Kairos, Dave Newman 
March 18, Jeff Robertson - Geoff Kaufmann, Chief Admin. Officer, Stillwater Medical 
Group, Growth/Service Plans 
April 22, Rich Cummings - Minnesota Gopher Football Coach, Tim Brewster 
 
FUTURE EVENTS  
April 25-27 @ Arrowwood resort, Alexandria. Districts 5950 & 5960 will hold a joint 
District Conference 
May 17, Brewer's Bazaar 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
Visiting Rotarians 
Ute Buehler, Mpls./Univ.  
 
Guests 
Thom Fladung and Mary Divine (Pioneer Press), Bob Gag 
Duane Paulson, Ted Nesse 
 
Make Ups 
Craig Leiser,  Roseville 
Chuck Buehler, Mpls./ Univ.  
Dan Schmidt, Lake Elmo 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website  
 
Link to District Website:  District 5960 Website 
 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
Ken McGinley reminded us of the new website for our Rotary. Please visit, sign in etc. 
The site is capable of accepting orders for tickets to the Bazaar for example.  
 

http://www.sunriserotary.com
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/


Dave Newman reminded us of a meeting next Tuesday at Family Means... Elena 
Hendricks with Kairos in Managua, Nicaragua will speak on the sharing some of the 
history, culture, and politics of the country with whom we will be working over the next 
3 years. The meeting is Tuesday, March 11 and begins at 5:30 PM at Family Means. If 
you are interested contact Dave. The club will help pay for your supper.  

A hearty welcome to John Lennes who is joining us as a new member after serving as 
one of our Charter members and as a former President of our Club.  
 
Andy H. reminded us our Fast for Hope drive to support our new initiative in Nicaragua. 
He is accepting checks for the next few weeks.  
 
Steve gave the usual fellowship report.   

SERGEANT at ARMS 

Ken S. said he has the Girl Scout cookies outside for distribution.  

It was a fast and furious sergeant at arms, people had golf dates in some warm climate, 
others were traveling to Ireland and Lynn has a birthday on St. Pat’s day. Apologies, your 
reporter had a hard time keeping up.  

NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF PROMOTION 
 
Ray Queener has traded with Dave Newman so that we can have Elena Hendricks with 
Kairos to speak to our club that morning.  
 
PROGRAM  
 

                
 
In one of the more popular programs for some time, Bob Gag introduced Mary Divine 
(Washington County reporter) and Thom Fladung (Managing Editor) of the Pioneer Press 
who captivated us with their presentation and answering of questions till 8: 10. Mr. 
Fladung is from Ohio, graduate of the U. of Dayton. These are challenging times for 
newspapers. However the Pioneer Press is the only paper in big city America that has had 
circulation up for the last 3 years running. Thom says they have been in recession since 



November, advertising down significantly. Internet is going well but will it be enough? 
Two newspapers in town? Wrong, two towns, two newspapers and never the twain shall 
meet. Two separate markets. Where are they going? More local news, even so much that 
the front page will be local not national. Any reporter can handle a place like Washington 
D.C. but to dig out stories like Jessica Lange, the cancer hoax at Lakeville Hospital 
etc..takes a skilled reporter and Mary Divine is one of the best. They have introduced a 
new narrower size with many complaints from readers and our Rotarians. Patience is all 
Thom said. Where are they headed, eventually in some years to “The Berliner”, typical 
size of many European papers, small enough to read in public transportation without 
blocking your neighbor. Eventually, he predicts they will become a publishing house and 
a bunch of small local papers. Next target for them is the Republican National 
Convention in town; they will have a special edition in the works. Why not share stories 
from all the papers owned by their bosses, “Media News Group?” Thom said, “Like 
herding a bag of Cats”, they all want to to it their way. Why not raise your price, like 
from 25 cents to 50... maybe but not the time, but they do sell the paper at the airport and 
out state for this price. Great day and seminar, not enough space to report all.  
 
JOKE of the WEEK  
 
A cocky Department of Agriculture representative stopped at a farm and 
talked with the old farmer; 
 "I need to inspect your farm." 
 The old farmer said "You better not go in that field." 
 The Agriculture  representative said in a "wise " tone "I have the 
authority of the U. S. Government with me.  See this card, I am allowed  to 
go wherever I wish on agricultural land." 
 So the old farmer went about his farm chores. Later, the farmer heard 
loud screams and saw the Department of Agriculture representative   running 
for the fence, close behind was the farmer's prize bull.  The  bull was 
madder than a nest full of hornets and the bull was gaining at  every step. 
 The Old farmer called out: "Show him your card!" 
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