
                                                  
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 
  April 29, 2008 

 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
May 6, Club Assembly 
May 20, No Meeting 
May 27, Dave Langer, STRIVE. 
June 3, Paul Charpentier, Glen Hill, Minnesota Food Assn. 
June 10, New Member Presentations, Shari Clifford, Dean Tibbetts, Brent Voight 
June 24, Orwin Carter, Year-end Review 
July 8, Ken McGinley, District Governor Roy Sjoberg 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
May 7, Boat Trip with the visiting GSE team, 5:30 PM Andiamo boat works.  
May 17, Brewer's Bazaar 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
None 
 
Guests 
Val Fisher, wife of Mark; she’s on the STRIVE team 
Steve Morris, guest of Cheryl Kohout; he’s a new staffer at the Gazette 
 
Make Ups 
Craig Leiser, Bob Foley, Cheryl Kohout, Ken McGinley, Jon Stillman and Dave 
Newman at District Conference 
Del Peterson at Lake Elmo   
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website  
 
Link to District Website:  District 5960 Website 
 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International
  

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/


ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
 
Sunrise’s Brewers Bazaar had the busiest booth at last weekend’s district conference, 

according to Ken McGinley.  “We had a good booth.”  
Cheryl Kohout reported 12 brewers are signed up for 
May 17, which is only three Saturday’s away.  She asked 
members to take and sell raffle tickets – “that’s where we 
make money.”  Prizes include a 7-day stay for four 
people at an RCI resort most anywhere you want to go; 
second-prize a portable hot tub with a bubbling massage 
floor to take to the beach, camping or most anyplace else.   

It will be on display.  Lynda Halbert still needs workers – sign up at the Assembly next 
week. There are plenty of posters left. “Take one and place it somewhere,” asked Dave 
Langer.  “And come to our pre-Bazaar tasting,” added Dan Schmid, from three to seven 
p.m. next Friday evening, May 2. at Sutlers. 
 
District Conference:  “It was a good conference,” reported President-elect Ken 
McGinley, and a “good business meeting,” with members from Districts 5950 and 5960 – 
“both sides of the Twin Cities” -- intermingling.  Sunrise had six members there – see 
makeups above.   
 
STRIVE:  Four Rotarians, one Rotarian wife and eight students cooked dinner for some 
50 families at the Ronald McDonald house last Friday evening, April 25.  Involved were 
Dave Langer, Shari Clifford, Dean Tibbetts, Jim Meier and Liz Smith, Pete’s wife.  “One 
of the truly service contributions our club has made,” noted President Orwin. 
  
Highway Clean-up:  “We now know how to pick roadside trash in snow and driving 
wind,” reported Mike Schoonover, whose crew did their semi-annual job last Saturday. 
 
New Student:  Paperwork is almost complete on Sunrise’s new exchange student.  She is 
Mabeline Gottreux from Llay, San Felipe, Chile.  She’ll be here next fall. 
 

SERGEANT at ARMS 

Mike Schoonover substituted but was not slow on the take-up.  He asked everyone who 
had not been involved with any of last week’s activities to pony up and took up a fist-full 
of dollar bills.  Speaking of involvement, Sunrise will have 13 taking part in the District 
5960 training assembly at White Bear Lake on May 5.  They include Brett Emmons, 
Mark Fisher, Mike Holsten, Margie Horning, Craig Leiser, Steve Madsen, Ken 
McGinley, Dorothy Molstad, Ted Nesse, Roger Ruetten, Jon Stillman, Matt Valek and 
Paula Williams. 
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF PROMOTION
 



Andy Weaver, Stillwater Area High School, will be the speaker, with introduction by 
Pete Smith. 
 
PROGRAM  
Bryan Heller introduced Craig and Karen Hansen, who needed no introduction; they are 
members who have been on leave during Craig’s sabbatical from Metro State University. 
    
During that time they did a month in Africa, off the beaten trail on a driving trip which 
took them through South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana, They drove one way 
-- in 100-degree-plus heat, “some of it with no air conditioning,” said Craig -- then 
returned via a 26-hour train ride.  They saw the traditional sights like Victoria Falls in 
Zimbabwe, Kruger National Park and plenty of desert – “80% of South Africa is desert,” 
pointed out Karen.  They also saw parts of non-traditional Africa, including densely 
populated areas where 90% of the population lives on 11% of the land.  Some townships 
have no electricity, no schools, no libraries, no plumbing and little chance for any 
education.  Other townships had government-built homes, electricity, libraries and 
television sets which keep people off the street and help provide them education.  
 
Some of the roads the Hansens traveled were paved, others weren’t. Wildlife sighted 
included everything from ostriches to penguins, including what looked like a tabby cat – 
in one of the slides they showed -- sitting on the floor near their table during dinner.  The 
“tabby” was actually a wild cat that knew where to go for scraps.  Another slide was of 
“one of the largest insects I have ever seen,” said Craig.  It was a giant millipede. 
“This was definitely not your typical tourist trip,” he emphasized.  But it was one they 
both enjoyed, as did Sunrise members who saw the slideshow. 
 

JOKE of the WEEK  
 
Shown below, is an actual letter that was sent to a bank by an 86 year old woman. The 
bank manager thought it amusing enough to have it published in the New York Times. 
We should all be this quick witted at any age!!!!! 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
I am writing to thank you for bouncing my check with which I endeavoured to pay my 
plumber last month. 
 
By my calculations, three nanoseconds must have elapsed between his presenting the 
check and the arrival in my account of the funds needed to honour it. I refer, of course, to 
the automatic monthly deposit of my entire pension, an arrangement which, I admit, has 
been in place for only eight years. 
 
You are to be commended for seizing that brief window of opportunity, and also for 
debiting my account $30 by way of penalty for the inconvenience caused to your bank. 



My thankfulness springs from the manner in which this incident has caused me to rethink 
my errant financial ways. 
 
I noticed that whereas I personally answer your telephone calls and letters, --- when I try 
to contact you, I am confronted by the impersonal, overcharging, pre-recorded, faceless 
entity which your bank has become. 
 
From now on, I, like you, choose only to deal with a flesh-and-blood person. 
 
My mortgage and loan repayments will therefore and hereafter no longer be automatic, 
but will arrive at your bank, by check, addressed personally and confidentially to an 
employee at your bank whom you must nominate. Be aware that it is an offence under the 
Postal Act for any other person to open such an envelope. Please find attached an 
Application Contact which I require your chosen employee to complete. I am sorry it 
runs to eight pages, but in order that I know as much about him or her as your bank 
knows about me, there is no alternative. 
 
Please note that all copies of his or her medical history must be countersigned by a 
Notary Public, and the mandatory details of his/her financial situation (income, debts, 
assets and liabilities) must be accompanied by documented proof. 
 
In due course, at MY convenience, I will issue your employee with a PIN number which 
he/she must quote in dealings with me. I regret that it cannot be shorter than 28 digits but, 
again, I have modeled it on the number of button presses required of me to access my 
account balance on your phone bank service. As they say, imitation is the sincerest form 
of flattery. 
 
Let me level the playing field even further. When you call me, press buttons as follows: 
 
IMMEDIETELY AFTER DIALING, PRESS THE STAR (*) BUTTON FOR ENGLISH 
 
#1. To make an appointment to see me. 
#2. To query a missing payment. 
# 3. To transfer the call to my living room in case I am there. 
# 4. To transfer the call to my bedroom in case I am sleeping. 
# 5. To transfer the call to my toilet in case I am attending to nature. 
# 6. To transfer the call to my mobile phone if I am not at home. 
#7. To leave a message on my computer, a password to access my computer is required. 
Password will be communicated to you at a later date to that Authorized Contact 
mentioned earlier. 
# 8. To return to the main menu and to listen to options 1 through 7. 
# 9. To make a general complaint or inquiry. The contact will then be put on hold, 
pending the attention of my automated answering service. 
# 10. This is a second reminder to press * for English. 
 
While this may, on occasion, involve a lengthy wait, uplifting music will play for the 



duration of the call. 
 
 Regrettably, but again following your example, I must also levy an establishment fee to 
cover the setting up of this new arrangement. 
 
May I wish you a happy, if ever so slightly less prosperous New Year? 
  
Your Humble Client 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 

Wilf Wilkinson - Rotary International President 

Clare Lillis- Governor, District 5960 
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Orwin Carter - President 
Ken McGinley, President - Elect 

  Dorothy Molstad, Secretary 
Roger Ruetten, Treasurer  

Mike Holsten, International Service 
Steve Madsen, Club Service 

Rick Robbins, Sergeant-at-arms 
Tim Trooien, Vocational Service 
Mark Fisher, Community Service 

Craig Leiser, past-president, Membership Retention, World Community Service 
Margie Horning, Foundation 

Rob Gag, Membership and Recruitment; 
Paula Williams, Youth Exchange 

Ted Nesse, Internet Communications 

Bob Rupp, Publicity & Public Relations 
Dave Spencer, Club Programs 

Andy Haak and Dave Newman, Fast for Hope 
 Tim Trooen, GSE. 

          Chuck Buehler, Newsletter Editor 
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