
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

October 14, 2008 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
October 23, Roger Ruetten: Dan Jenson and Bob Bridges – Home for Kenya Kids 
October 28, Orwin Carter: Minnesota Historical Society 
November 4, Mark Lambert, Marshall MacKay, MN Community Bankers 
November 25, Chuck Buehler, Arba Della Beck, Family Means 
December 16, Dave Langer, Strive 
December 30, Ken McGinley, Year in Review 
 
FUTURE EVENTS  
October 18, Highway Cleanup, 8 A.M., Stillwater Township Town Hall 
October 25, Rake a Difference 
October 29, Halloween event at Boutwells 
November 1, District Foundation Dinner at Prom Center 
December 23, Holiday Party (no AM meeting) 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
Ute Buehler, Mpls./University 
 
Guests 
Xander Williams, guest of Paula Williams 
Mabe Alfaro (Mabeline Gottreaux), Sunrise exchange student. 
John Magnuson, Guest of Rich Cummins 
Dave Magnuson, speaker, City Attorney and President of Stillwater Noon Rotary 
 
Make Ups 
Lynda Halbert, No. St. Paul/Maplewood/Oakdale 
Craig Leiser (2) Strive, GSE 
Janis Donnelly, Strive 
Dave Langer, Strive 
Margie Horning, GSE 
Ken McGinley, Strive 
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
 
Mabe could use some help for the winter. She needs things like hats, mittens/gloves, winter boots, and a 
warm coat.  Sweaters, sweatshirts, cuddle Duds/thermal under clothes, and other typical winter clothing 
would be appreciated too.  If people could check their closets and bring what they have to the next rotary 
meeting that would be great.  We're looking to borrow items and/or purchase them at garage sale prices.   

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


Her shoe size is a 7 1/2 and I think that she's probably a size 6 petite.  Medium with bulky things like coats 
and sweaters.   
 
The STRIVE kickoff was last week with parents and students. Dave said we had 14 students sign up.  Dave 
came especially early so Lynda would not get worried.  Thanks to Ken for being there. Ken said that after 
Craig Leiser explained Rotary, a parent came up and expressed how he was impressed with Rotary. Before 
he had little knowledge and really appreciated what we do.  
 
Saturday Morning at 8 AM is Highway Cleanup. Be there at 8 AM by the Stillwater Township City Hall.  
 
The Halloween Parade is only two weeks away, bring candy to meetings or talk to Mark about helping at the 
event.   
 
Rake a Difference is Saturday, October 25. Bob says he has 10 helpers signed up.  
 
Paula’s son Zander is selling popcorn for his Cub Scout troop. Help if you are interested.  Paula will 
contribute to the foundation for every donation made.  
  
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF PROMOTION 
Roger noted that next weeks speakers will tell an interesting story about Kenya. Don’t miss it. Jenson and 
Bob Bridges – Home for Kenya Kids 
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
Ken forgot the banners for todays’ meeting and Mike forgot his signup sheet so they gratuitously donated to 
our programs.  
 
Cheryl is celebrating 34 years of marriage even though it was done in 2 shifts.  
 
What a nice guy, a 2 day stay in Duluth was not a proper honeymoon so after 1 ½ years he is taking his 
bride to Mexico.  Nice!!!! (Editor…Guess who it was and let me know and I will donate at the next meeting 
for each person that gets it right) 
 
Mark announced his son is graduating from the Marine Corps basic training…Craig felt that anyone who can 
make it through Boot Camp deserves a donation.  
 
Poor Rich C., a lightning strike crashed his computer.  
 
Lynda is celebrating her 33rd Wedding Anniversary.  
 
Ted N. said that the Water Project in India is coming along; they have started work at the site.  
 
Dean walked for Alzheimer, an event organized by his daughter. Not bad for a guy who just had his knee 
replaced.  
 
Steve struggled with “Maybe” versus “ Ma be” when pronouncing Mabe’s name.  
 
Ute’s “Taste of Lake Street” netted $35,000. 
 
Andy paid just to announce what a beautiful moon we had this morning.  
 
The raffle was won by Bob G., six month’s subscription to the Gazette, and immediately gave it to Tim who 
bought the ticket for him.   
 
  
PROGRAM 

 
 
 
Dave Magnuson was our speaker. He is a longtime resident of Stillwater, the 
City Attorney as well as the present President of the Noon Rotary Club. His son 
John was in the audience by happen chance, guest of Rich Cummins.  



Dave told stories related to his Swedish and Irish background when his forefathers migrated to Stillwater. 
Next, we were treated to a little history of Stillwater.  
In 1912 the prosperous logging industry shut down in Stillwater. It was a devastating time, akin to our 
present situation with the economy. America, the land of Boom and Bust. His ancestors were forced to work 
jobs like sweeping streets to make a living.  
 
There were some very important moments in Stillwater’s History which helped identify it. One was the major 
modification of the sewer system which was designed to handle both storm water and waste. It was required 
in later years that the two be separated to prevent the waste from ending up in the River in a big rain storm. 
The result is a very good sewer and storm system sized to handle a lot of expansion. (For this reason 
Stillwater is oftentimes accused of unbridled expansion.) The other key event was the Orin Thompson 
Development, Croixwood, which instantly added 700 houses to Stillwater. This was followed by 
developments like Oak Glen and recently Libertyville.  
 
When Dave was hired in 1978 there was no comprehensive plan for Stillwater but there was a law that 
required one. With the help of Steve Russell, a newly hired planner, a plan was put together, one that 
required the definition of just what Stillwater was, just another suburb or a stand alone city. The plan was put 
together and included a careful plan to save the downtown area which included plans for condo 
developments on the north end of downtown.  
 
The noon Rotary celebrated its’ 50 year anniversary in 1967 which at that time consisted of all men. When it 
was formed in 1917, it was the 523rd Rotary Club in the whole world. It reflected over the years the history 
and nature of Stillwater. It members were the movers and shakers of the town, for example;  the Andersons 
of Anderson Windows, the managers and owners of the Maple Island Box Factory (now the Valley River 
Market) and managers of NSP Power Plant and the Branch office of the telephone company. These were 
the type of businesses that Stillwater was made of after the logging industry shut down. At one time there 
were 125 members, now they are about 82 and 45% are woman.  
 
Dave feels that the vitality of a Rotary Club is determined by 4 characteristics (noted also by a recent talk at 
a district meeting….)in order of importance: #1 do they have fun, #2 Is Fellowship (promote each others 
businesses and help each other out, #3 Ethics, and #4 Service.   

 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK  
 
One Sunday a minister was completing a temperance sermon. With great emphasis he said, "If I had all the 
beer in the world, I'd take it and pour it into the river." With even greater emphasis he said, "And if I had all 
the wine in the world, I’d take it and pour it into the river." And then finally, shaking his fist in the air, he said, 
"And if I had all the whiskey in the world, I'd take it and pour it into the river." Sermon complete, he sat down. 
The song leader stood very cautiously and announced with a smile, for our closing song, let us sing Hymn 
#365, "Shall We Gather at the River." 
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