
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

November 4, 2008 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
November 11, Matt Valek, Jim Zitek, Critical Thinking 
November 25, Chuck Buehler, Arba Della Beck, Family Means 
December 16, Dave Langer, Strive 
December 23, No Meeting 
December 30, Ken McGinley, Year in Review 
 
FUTURE EVENTS) 
November 1, District Foundation Dinner at Prom Center 
December 16, Holiday Party 
December 20, Salvation Army Bell Ringing, Wal-Mart, 10am to 6pm.  
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
Ute Buehler, Mpls./Univ. 
 
Guests 
Bob Williams, Marc Campbell, and Rita Dechmann guests of Paula Williams 
Mabe Alfaro, Exchange Student 
Marshall McKay, speaker 
 
Make Ups 
Craig Leiser (3) Foundation, N. St. Paul Maplewood, Youth Exchange Comm.  
Margie Horning, Foundation 
Paula Williams, Forest Lake 
Chuck Bueher, Mpls./Univ. 
Jon Stillman, Fairbault , Foundation 
Dave Newman, District Meeting 
Ken McGinley, Foundation 
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 

 
President Ken announced that Adam Nyberg is resigning from the 
Club.  
 
Also Lakeview Foundation Dinner is on December 2.  
 
The meeting with Helana Hendricks and our Fast for Hope Program 
went very well. It was evident as the planning progresses that what 

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


we do is not going to happen right away. It probably will not involve sending a delegation to Nicaragua until 
next fall. However, this is as planned, we are going to try and make our contributions a lasting legacy.  

Mark gave a report on the Halloween Parade. It was a great success. The Statistics are  525  trick/treaters 
2000 parents etc.., 25-30 members of the High School Pep Band that played about 40-45 
minutes, and about 75-80 Boutwell’s residents. We had donations totaling $2050, over 6000 
pieces of candy from Cheryl from the Zoo Boo. We spent $1286 for candy and Pizza, and we 
received $443 in donations for Polio Plus. This is enough to inoculate 2,000 children around the 
world. A great success. The turnout from the membership was great, take a look at the pictures 
on the web….click here;   Stillwater Sunrise Halloween Parade  .  
Mike Holsten reminded us of the Poinsettia Sale. Last weeks newsletter had an order sheet.  
 
Note the change in the Holiday Program above in the upcoming events.  
 
On to Winnipeg is an annual event where many Rotarians go there to commemorate the entry of Winnipeg 
as a Rotary Club which was the first international club in Rotary History. It is Feb. 20-21.  
 
December 20 is the date for the Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Wal-Mart, from 10am to 6pm. A signup sheet 
will be available soon.  
 
Paul brought us up to date on the Youth Drug and Alcohol Program. Their main activity now is getting their 
budget together.  
   
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF- PROMOTION 
 
Matt Valek will host Jim Zitek who will speak about “Critical Thinking”. Jim is a stock broker with Zitek & 
Company. He has 35 years of experience. Jim also works with the Concord Coalition speaker’s bureau 
educating the public about fiscal responsibility at the federal government level. He is a member of the World 
Futures Society and the MN Futurists. Matt joined Rotary to get involved in the community here and 
internationally and to develop friendships.  
 
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
 
Rick had many things to celebrate, his mother will turn 80, his wife will be 39 for the umpteenth time and we 
all finally get a chance to vote today.  
 
Bob Rupp thanked everyone for the surprise birthday party; he actually was looking forward to the make-
believe program of the Minnesota Historical Society. It was a busy time for him since he also survived at the 
same time back surgery.  
 
Tim announced that he will be celebrating 34 years of marital bliss.  
 
Cheryl will be leaving for Phoenix soon.  
 
John Stillman thanked our President Ken for helping him when he was involved in an accident after the 
Foundation Event.  
 
PROGRAM 

                                 
 

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/photo_gallery/show/8256


Mark Lambert introduced our guest speaker, Marshall McKay, who is the Executive Director of the 
Community Banks Association.  Marshall has been in the banking business through vocation right out of 
college 35 years ago. Community banks have been also with him a lifetime from the financing of his first 
motorcycle, to his first savings account.  He left Chanhassen early this morning to be at our 7 AM meeting. 
Today being Election Day, it is interesting to note that there are 12 Governors of the Federal Reserve that 
serve a term of 14 years and 4 of the 12 will be retire ring during the next President’s cycle.  
He assured us that community banks are in great shape these days. There are 438 such banks in 
Minnesota one reason that none of them participated in the derivatives game of moving mortgage money 
around. He travels around the state addressing his constituent banks and regularly answers these days the 
following Questions: 
 
IS MY BANK SAFE? 
 
Community banks did not invest in derivatives and this is their chance to differentiate. They are small and 
flexible vs. Citicorp which has 3 trillion dollars in assets. Many are over 100 years old and are in the 5th 
generation of family. Well managed, they have been around for a long time. Bank failures are few in America 
today. In the US there were 17 failures of banks in 2008, 1 in Minnesota. Community banks tend to be in 
agriculture which is having one of its best years this year.  
 
IS THEIR A CREDIT CRUNCH? 
 
There is lots of money to lend but no doubt banks are sharpening their pencils. There is an excellent website 
run by the FDIC where you can check out the financial strength of a bank.  
 
WHAT ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL BAILOUT ACT?   
 
The Economic Stabilization Act was the main bill.  The sub program, TARP or Troubled Asset Relief 
Program, is targeted towards banks etc…that are in trouble. The focus is on mainly big banks. Marshall is 
not happy with the use of the money to get involved in mergers; this was not the intent of the program.  
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK 
  
  Ole, while not a brilliant man, was a gifted portrait artist. 
  His fame grew and soon people from all over the country 
  were coming to him for paintings.   One day, a beautiful 
  young woman pulled up to his house in a stretch limo. 
  She asked Ole if he would paint her in the nude.   This was 
  the first time anyone had made this request.   The beautiful 
  lady said money was no object; she was willing to pay $5,000. 
 
  Not wanting to get into trouble with his wife, Ole asked the lady 
  to wait while he went in the house and conferred with Lena, his wife. 
  In a few minutes he returned and said to the lady, "Ya shure, yoo 
  betcha.   I'll paint yoo in da nute, but I'll heff ta leave on my socks 
  so I'll heff a place to vipe my brush." 
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