
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

October 28, 2008 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
November 4, Mark Lambert, Marshall MacKay, MN Community Bankers 
November 25, Chuck Buehler, Arba Della Beck, Family Means 
December 16, Dave Langer, Strive 
December 23, No Meeting 
December 30, Ken McGinley, Year in Review 
 
FUTURE EVENTS) 
November 1, District Foundation Dinner at Prom Center 
December 16, Holiday Party 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
Ute Buehler, Mpls./Univ. 
Robert Rupp II, Seattle #9 
 
Guests 
Cindy Rupp, Vicki Rupp, Lorna (Rupp) , wife of Bob Rupp II and Mattie Rupp,  all guests of Bob Rupp 
Mabe Alfaro 
 
Make Ups 
Ken McGinley, Rake a Difference 
Margie Horning, GSE Selection for Sweden 
Matt Valek, (2) Rake Difference and STRIVE 
Ted Nesse Pure Tilak Road 
Chuck Buehler, Mpls./Univ.  
John Stillman, (4) Evanston Light House, Foundation Events (2), District Rotary Foundation Committee 
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
John Sybrant , a former member or our Rotary and a former principal in the Stillwater School District has 
passed away. Condolences to his wife Marylyn.  
 
Bryan Heller has asked for a leave of absence .  
 
The Holiday Party has been changed to the night of December 16. We will have a normal meeting that 
morning but no meeting on the morning of December 23.  
 
Steve Morris reported that the Rake a Difference project was a big success.  
 

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


Paula said that Mabe could still use some boots and mittens or $ to help buy some winter clothes. Contact 
Paula.  
 
Paul Harris Awards were given to Ned Gordon, Craig Leiser, Pete Smith and Jon Stillman.  
 
Two projects this week are going well, the Halloween Parade and the Fast for Hope Meeting this week.  
 
A reminder of the Foundation Dinner on Nov. 1. It is being covered by several TV stations because of the 
interest in the Polio Plus Program.  
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF- PROMOTION 
 
Mark Lambert has the program and has invited Marshall MacKay, MN Community Bankers which should be 
very timely because of present banking crisis. Mark reminded us it was Election Day and please vote.  
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
 
Rick, to get things done quickly, asked that all those who were not 90 years old to donate $1 
 
John Stillman, bragged about his daughter Heidi, whose play that she adapted for the Theater and produced 
and directed, Brothers Karamasov, opened to good reviews in Chicago.  
 
Mike Holsten and wife are having a poinsettia sale. This sale began a few years back to support our 
exchange students. This year the proceeds will go to Family Means. Cost is $16 Plants must be ordered 
before Nov. 7. Contact Mike.  An order form is at the end of the newsletter.   
 
 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 

 
 

 
Stillwater Sunrise Rotary celebrated the 90th birthday of our own Bob Rupp. We were joined by the Rupp 
Family including son Bob II, sisters and wives. Orwin Carter detailed what the world was like when Bob was 
born in 1918, first daylight savings time, GM acquired Chevrolet, Cloquet Fire etc…His son Bob spoke of his 
service in World War II, hunting experiences with Polar Bears and the Alaskan salmon which was stolen by 
a killer whale. Sister Vicky talked of living in Quonset Huts in Iowa and Minnesota, and how it was that the 
Rupp family as they traveled along were expected to name what kind of cow it was and whether it was 
wheat, oats or barley even when it was a few inches high. And of course, who else had the pleasure of 



having a deer dressed in their basement. Lorna, the younger sister, remembered asking dad while jogging 
’68, how surprised she was to hear her Dad was 50. Then what was the most frightening thing about being 
50, “watching the children grow old!” 
It was a wonderful celebration!!!!! 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK 
  
We rarely get a chance to see another country's editorial about the USA.  
Read this excerpt from a Romanian Newspaper.  The article was written by Mr. 
Cornel Nistorescu and published under the title "C"ntarea Americii" (meaning 
"Ode To America") on September 24, 2002 in the Romanian newspaper 
Evenimentul zilei("The Daily Event" or "News of the Day").  
 
~An Ode to America~  
 
Why are Americans so united?  They would not resemble one another even if 
you painted them all one color!  They speak all the languages of the world 
and form an astonishing mixture of civilizations and religious beliefs.  
 
Still, the American tragedy turned three hundred million people into a hand 
put on the heart.  Nobody rushed to accuse the White House, the army, and 
the secret services that they are only a bunch of losers.  
Nobody rushed to empty their bank accounts.  Nobody rushed out onto the 
streets nearby to gape about.  The Americans volunteered to donate blood and 
to give a helping hand.  
 
After the first moments of panic, they raised their flag over the smoking 
ruins, putting on T-shirts, caps and ties in the colors of the national 
flag.  They placed flags on buildings and cars as if in every place and on 
every car a government official or the president was passing.  On every 
occasion they started singing their traditional song:  
"God Bless America!"  
 
I watched the live broadcast and rerun after rerun for hours, listening to 
the story of the guy who went down one hundred floors with a woman in a 
wheelchair without knowing who she was, or of the Californian hockey player, 
who gave his life fighting with the terrorists and prevented the plane from 
hitting a target that could have killed other hundreds thousands of people.  
 
How on earth were they able to respond united as one human being?  
Imperceptibly, with every word and musical note, the memory of some turned 
into a modern myth of tragic heroes.  And with every phone call, millions 
and millions of dollars were put in a collection aimed at rewarding not a 
man or a family, but a spirit, which no money can buy.  
 
What on earth can unite the Americans in such a way?  Their land?  Their 
galloping history?  Their economic Power?  Money?  I tried for hours to find 
an answer, humming songs and murmuring phrases with the risk of sounding 
commonplace.  
 
I thought things over, but I reached only one conclusion:  
Only freedom can work such miracles!  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Dong Kurn Lee- Rotary International President 
 

Roy Sjoberg- Governor, District 5960 
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