
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 
August 5, 2008 

 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
August 12, Mike Holsten: David Schultz, Hamline University 
August 19, Cheryl Kohout, Kara Tipkorn and Emily Nikosch, Northern Uganda Child Soldiers 
August 26, Mark Lambert 
September 2, Club Assembly, Golf Event Planning.  
September 9, Mark Fisher, Jon Gutierrez, Exec. Director, St. Croix Preparatory Academy 
September 30, Member Presentations, John Huenink, Dan Schmid, John Lennes 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
Aug. 8, District membership, foundation and public relations seminar at Prom Center 
Sept. 12, Moonlight Golf at Stillwater Country Club 
Nov. 1, Foundation Dinner at Prom Center 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
 
Chris Robinson, Henderson, TX 
 
Guests 
 
Tom Gag and Bijon Shaegon, guests of Rob Gag 
Dick Olsen and Ron Jirsa (speaker), guests of Lynda Halber 
 George Dierberger and Noelle Volin.  
 
Make Ups 
 
Cheryl Kohout at Roseville 
Rich Cummins at Stillwater Noon 
Jon Stillman at a Zone Institute Committee meeting. 
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
 
Link to District Website: District 5960 Website 
 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
 
President-elect Mike Holsten, who chaired the meeting (President Ken was out of town), reported that 
updates on Bob Foley can be gotten by checking the Caring Bridge website.  A couple Sunrise members 
had recently visited Bob. 
 



The “What’s Best for Kids” moonlight golf fundraiser is Sept. 12, “only five weeks away,” Mike told members.  
He urged members to begin using a packet of information and letters prepared by Dave Langer to make 
contacts with prospective donors, players and sponsors.  This is the club’s BIG $10,000 fundraiser at which 
“all members will be participating in some capacity.”  In addition to the packet, a sample “Ask Letter,” 
prepared by Dave, is on the Sunrise website under WORD. 
 
Sunrise Youth Exchange student Mabeline Gottreux didn’t pass her English language exam when she went 
to get her passport.  So Paula Williams has asked SAHS teachers to give her special training in English 
when she gets here and to report that arrangement to Chile authorities by letter.  Doing that will allow 
Mabeline to get her passport.  Also, Paula is still looking for a third host family. 
 
The 5960 District membership and foundation seminar will be this Friday, Aug. 8, at the Prom Center.  
Margie Horning, Rob Gag, Craig Leiser and Jon Stillman will be going. 
 
Saturday, Nov. 1, will be the Foundation Dinner at the Prom Center.  Guest speaker will be Bob Scott, who 
is trustee chairman of the Rotary Foundation and International Campaign Chair for PolioPlus.          
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF PROMOTION 
 
David Schultz, Hamline, will speak on ethics at next week’s meeting.  A political analyst on Channel 11 as 
well as a university professor, Schultz will be introduced by Mike Holsten, a double-major grad from 
Hamline.  Mike, in his “brief vocational talk,” announced that he and his wife, Tami, will celebrate their 25th 
wedding anniversary tomorrow, then said something about their having met in a college locker room, but 
didn’t say which locker room.  Mike has been in Rotary for over 20 years and has chaired or been involved 
in a number of committees, but has never been president-elect.  He’s looking forward to being a club 
president in “a great international organization.”     
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
 
 
PROGRAM 
Lynda Halbert introduced Gopher Basketball Coach Ron Jirsa and was happy to report that, in talking with 
him before his introduction, he remembered having coached against “a certain elite Ohio University forward 
from Minnesota.”  She didn’t mention a name.  
   Coach Jirsa’s collegiate coaching career spans 24 years, including four as head coach at Marshall 
University, where his teams played against Ohio.  Now starting his second season at Minnesota, he’s an 
Associate Head Coach under Tubby Smith, who he calls a great coach and a winner.   
   “Having Tubby as a head coach sends a message across the country,” he said.  “We have a good 
campus, great kids, a great academic program and a great product to sell,  with five recruits, all different 
ages, some with records in double figures.” 
   “I believe season tickets are sold out,” he added. 
   He was, however, a little cagey in answering a question as to how many games Minnesota would win.  
“We’ll be able to run a little more and we’ll do a little better than last year,’ he promised.  “But we have some 
ground to make up.”      
 
JOKE of the WEEK 
 
DRIVING 
  
Two elderly women were out driving in a large car -- both could barely see over the 
dashboard. As they were cruising along, they came to an intersection.  The stoplight was 
red, but they just went on through. The woman in the passenger seat thought to herself "I 
must be losing it. I could have sworn we just went through a red light." 
  
After a few more minutes, they came to another intersection and the light was red 
again.  Again, they went right through.  The woman in the passenger seat was almost sure 
that the light had been red but was really concerned that she was losing it.  She was getting 
nervous and   decided to pay very close attention to the road and the next intersection. 



  
At the next intersection, sure enough, the light was red and they went on through.  So, she 
turned to the other woman and said, "Mildred, did you know that we just ran through three 
red lights in a row? You could have killed us both!" 
  
Mildred turned to her and said, "Oh, am I driving?"  
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