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FUTURE MEETINGS  
September 16, Ted Nesse, David Mooney & Dave Paradeau, Minnesota Zephyr 
September 23, Rick Robbins, Noelle Volin, Japan Peace Scholar 
September 30, Member Presentations, John Huenink, Dan Schmid, John Lennes 
October 21, Jon Stillman, Rotary Foundation 
Oct  28 – Orwin Carter: Minnesota Historical Society 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
Sept. 12, Moonlight Golf at Stillwater Country Club, 6 PM 
October 25, Rake a Difference 
October 29, Halloween event at Boutwells 
Nov. 1,  District Foundation Dinner at Prom Center 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
None 
 
Guests 
David Paradeau and David Mooney, Minnesota Zephyr 
 
Make Ups 
 
Craig Leiser at Owatonna Visioning; Cheryl Kohout at Lake Elmo; Jon Stillman -- training at Zone Institute, 
District 5960 Foundation event meeting. 
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
 
Tonight is School Packet Stuffing Night for the Oct. 29 Halloween Parade.  Mark Fisher needs about six 
stuffers for an hour, starting at 6:15 pm at Stillwater Junior High.  
 
A Fast for Hope training session is scheduled for Oct. 1; Dave Newman will be in charge. 
 
A thank-you note from Glennis Foley for the club memorial, sent on behalf of Bob, was circulated during 
breakfast. 
 
A GSE study exchange team needs to be put together by December, according to Margie Horning.  Team 
members will depart next March. 
 

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


President Ken got a round of applause for last Friday’s Moonlight Golf benefit, to which he thanked everyone 
for their efforts in making the fund-raiser successful.  “This was an event which didn’t actually have a chair,” 
he pointed out.  The silent auction netted $3,225; other figures aren’t yet totaled.  Those who haven’t paid 
for dinner or auction -- see Roger. Thank-you ads listing sponsors will appear in this week’s Gazette and 
Courier; letters of thanks to each sponsor, with copies of the ads enclosed, will be written shortly. 
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF PROMOTION 
 
Rick Robbins will introduce Noelle Volin, who studied conflict resolution at the International Christian 
University, Tokyo, as one of 60 Rotary World Peace Fellows a couple years ago.  Noelle was nominated by 
Sunrise Rotary.  Rick, in his bio, reported he first joined Rotary in 1987, then moved to Stillwater and 
Sunrise 15 years ago.  He, along with his wife, is now an ‘empty nester,’ with both children in college.   
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
You heard it here first:  The Minnesota Zephyr will cease operation next Jan. 1. 
 
PROGRAM 
 
David Paradeau made that announcement – for the first time – to Sunrise members.  He expects to make 
the shutdown date official, probably at a press conference, sometime this week. 
 
Ted Nesse introduced both David Mooney, a graduate of Carthage College, and David Paradeau, a U of M 
graduate and owner of the Zephyr and the Stillwater Depot Grill.  Paradeau spent 10 years as advertising 
and marketing director for Grain Belt beer, another 10 years as vice president of marketing for Valley Fair at 
Shakopee, then launched his own business consulting firm.  Shortly thereafter, he purchased the  
Wayzata-to-Hutchinson railway and turned it into the Minnetonka Zephyr dining train.  Shortly later, in 1987, 
he moved the train to Stillwater and renamed it the Minnesota Zephyr. 
 
For more than 20 years his Zephyr entertained people from around the world.   
But it wasn’t a smooth ride.  Paradeau, in his talk, went through a litany of efforts to tie the train and its six 
miles of scenic track into an extension of the Gateway Trail System, add it to a DNR corridor, get operating 
funding – “none of 12 banks were able to give me an operating loan,” -- or find some other way to seek help 
while dealing with renovations, repairs, a bridge collapse, drouth and floods.  “Diesel fuel which used to cost 
69 cents, is now $4.29 a gallon.” 
 
He shut down the train for a while, then reopened it when various deals fell through, and did the same with 
the Stillwater Depot Grill.  “I can’t continue to operate at a deficit and have 60 acres of land sit idle.”    
 
Right now, the Grill is open and “proud to offer the best in prime beef, pork and fresh seafood.”   And so is 
the Zephyr.  “For about 80 more rides.” 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK 
 
A woman suspects her husband is cheating on her.  
One day she calls home and a strange woman answers.  
 
Wife: Who is this?  
 
Maid: This is the maid.  
 
Wife: We don't have a maid.  
 
Maid: I was hired this morning by the man of the  
house.  
 
Wife: Well, this is his wife. Is he there?  
 
MAID: He's upstairs in the bedroom with someone who  
I assumed was his wife.  
 
The wife is fuming. She says to the maid, "Listen,  
would you like to make $50,000?  



 
MAID: Of course! What will I have to do?  
 
WIFE: I want you to take my gun from the desk and  
shoot him and the woman he's with. The maid puts the  
phone down. The wife hears footsteps, then gunshots,  
then more footsteps.  
 
MAID: What do I do with the bodies?  
 
WIFE: Just drag them out and throw them in the  
swimming pool.  
 
MAID: There's no pool here.  
 
A long pause....................  
 
WIFE: Is this 555-4821  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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