
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

May 5, 2009 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
May 12, Tim Trooien, Caroline Lowe, WCCO Reporter 
May 19, Del Peterson, Strive 
May 26, Jeff Robertson, Curt Geissler, Lakeview Hospital Growth Plans 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
May 16, Brewers Bazaar. 
June 20-25, Rotary International Convention, Birmingham, England  
September 12, Midnight Golf  
 
FELLOWSHIP (Steve was missing, so Ken handled) 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
None 
 
Guests 
None 
 
Make Ups 
None 
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS         
 
None – Substitute meeting at the Lake Elmo Event Center – host the Partnership Plan.  Of course we had to 
greet our very own Steve Madsen with a rousing “GOOD MORNING STEVE!” 
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF- PROMOTION 
 
Next week – May 12, Tim Trooien, Caroline Lowe, WCCO Reporter 
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
 
 
PROGRAM  
Our meeting was the Partnership Plan Breakfast, Lake Elmo Center, featuring a talk by former weatherman 
turned entrepreneur, Paul Douglas.  
 
Pete Smith began by challenging us to think of a teacher who inspired us when we were children.  Many of 
us have had teachers who took an added interest in us and urged us to achieve more than we thought 
possible.  The partnership Plan helps teachers do those special projects that kids will remember in years to 
come. 

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


 
Paul Douglas was the guest speaker at the Partnership Plan event.  Paul is truly an entrepreneur – in his 
words a serial entrepreneur.  He started and sold several companies and is the author of 2 books.  Paul is a 
Penn State grad (we won’t hold that against him).  Moved to the Twin Cities to take a job with WTCN in 1983 
Every time he starts a new venture his wife of 25 years thinks of the money invested as being sucked from a 
pond and gets nervous and he visualizes the money as a stream – there is more coming.  Starting a 
company takes different skills than running a company – Paul is better at the starting process.  If it’s not your 
passion don’t bother.  If you are in it for strickly the money and not the passion, you are likely to fail.  He 
stressed the importance of a flexible business model,  keeping your antenna up, treating people with respect 
and being honest with yourself – do what you do best.  Keep asking yourself if there is a better way to 
connect the dots, how can I add value and how can I anticipate the future.  This the era of conversation – 
build it into your business.  The internet is an opportunity and a threat.  Again he stressed the thought of 
persuing your passion, do it for the intellectual challenge and do it to SERVE others – don’t chase dollars! 
 
One of his companies, Westher/Nation, Incl., challenged Paul to find a better way to sell the weather to 
stations.  The idea was to capitalize weather equipment. 
 
Potential clients are buying you.  They want your vision.  Remember that competitors can’t copy your 
creativity!  It is a big mistake to not have a business or marketing plan.  James Collins,  author of Good to 
Great says business owners need a BHAG (Big Hairy Audacious Goal)..  Link up with people who are 
smarter than you.  You are never done getting an education.  Advice to the young folks – Being grounded in 
math and science will serve you well through out your life. 
He continued to talk about his business ventures – Singular Logic, LLC – a way to market advertising to 
folks who specifically are interested in various products or services. 
 
His final thoughts – Stay in stealth mode, stay plugged in, stay flexible and reinvent yourself or somebody 
else will!! 
 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK  
 
Here are some uplifting quotes to brighten your day.  
 
 1. My husband and I divorced over religious differences. He thought he was God and I didn't.  
 
 2. I don't suffer from insanity; I enjoy every minute of it.  
 
 3. I work hard because millions on welfare depend on me!  
 
 4. Some people are alive only because it's illegal to kill them.  
 
 5. I used to have a handle on life, but it broke.  
 
 6. Don't take life too seriously; no one gets out alive.  
 
 7. You're just jealous because the voices only talk to me.  
 
 8. Just goes to show, no matter where you go, there you are.  
 
 9. Earth is the insane asylum for the universe.  
 
 10. I'm not a complete idiot -- some parts are missing.  
 
 11. Out of mind--back in five minutes.  
 
 12. NyQuil, the stuffy, sneezy, why-the-heck-is-the-room-spinning medicine.  
 
 13. God must love stupid people; he made so many.  
 
 14. The gene pool could use a little chlorine.  
 
 15. Consciousness; That annoying time between naps.  



 
 16. Ever stop to think, and forget to start again?  
 
 17. Being "over the hill" is much better than being under it!  
 
 18. Wrinkled was not one of the things I wanted to be when I grew up.  
 
 19. Procrastinate Now!  
 
 20. I have a degree in Liberal Arts; Do you want fries with that?  
 
 21. A hangover is the wrath of grapes.  
 
 22. A journey of a thousand miles begins with a cash advance.  
 
 23. Stupidity is not a handicap. Park elsewhere!  
 
 24. They call it PMS because Mad Cow Disease was already taken.  
 
 25. He who dies with the most toys is none-the-less dead.  
 
  Be thankful we're not getting all the government we;re paying for. Will Rogers  
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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