
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

February 17, 2009 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
Feb.24, Paula Williams – Play It Forward: Vacations with a Purpose 
March 3, Brent Voight – Jane George, Foster Parent of the Year.  
March 10, Bob Gag – Susan Block, Youth Advantage 
March 24, Jay Riggs, John Jaschke, MN Board of Soil & Water Resources: The Water, Land & Legacy 
Amendment.  
April 14 Jim Meier, Brian Molohon, Feed My Starving Children 
May 5, Partnership Plan Breakfast, Lake Elmo Center 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
February 21, Hudson Rotary’s Gala Dinner Fund Raiser at the Hudson Golf Club 
February 27, Board Meeting at Family Means at 7 AM 
February 27, Stillwater Noon’s Stillwater Sampler at the Grand. 
April 17-19, 2009, District Mid-term Oakland Jr. Hi, 8 till noon -- Ken McGinley, Mike Holsten,  Arba-Della,     
Beck, Brent Voight, Craig Leiser, Jon Stillman, Dave Newman, Margie Horning, and Orwin Carter 
May 16, 2009, Brewers Bazaar. 
June 20-25, 2009, Rotary International Convention, Birmingham, England  
September 12, 2009, Midnight Golf  
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
Bev Driscoll, Stillwater Noon 
 
Guests 
Jake Holsten and Tom Wick, guests of Mike Holsten 
 
Make Ups 
Craig Leiser (2) Strive, Youth Foundation 
Chuck Buehler, Mpls./Univ. 
Shari Clifford, Strive 
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
 
As part of Steve’s introduction of guests, Mike Holsten said that his son and his friend were going together to 
a career day fair. Ken suggested that Mike’s son Jake give a talk someday on his visit with Ariana in South 
America. Mike agreed, but not sure that Jake did.  
 
Ken thanked the work of Bob Rupp in getting very good articles on Nicaragua in the local papers.  

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


Bev Driscall gave a very good pitch for the Stillwater Sampler fundraiser of Stillwater Noon which will be held 
on February 27, at the Grand. Looks like a lot of fun.  
 
Apparently there is a Rotary related Facebook page that Ken has agreed to let us see.  
 
There is a very good update of the water project in India that Ted Nesse has put on the website.  
 
Another reminder of the Bazaar, with sign-up sheets, was made by Mark F.  
 
Two Grant requests are being considered by the District from our club, one help for an Archery Project at the 
High School being put together by Jan and Craig Leiser. The second is a combination project with the 
Stillwater Noon Club for a rehabilitation chair for the Good Samaritan Senior Home Facility.  
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF- PROMOTION 
 
Paula Williams has the program called, “Play It Forward: Vacations with a Purpose” 
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
Jon Stillman in contact with a former exchange student, Felix Graneau (sp?) 

Cheryl said to put Orwin Carter and Rich Cummins down as sponsors on the Brewers Bazaar.  

Craig and his wife are going to a wedding of a former exchange student in Argentina after receiving a very 
nice invitation.  

Steve’s wife went to the Minnesota Alumnus talk about medicine at Boutwell’s landing only to find that she 
was a classmate of his at St. Olaph. Small world.  

Mark F. donated $1 so that the boys with Mike get a job. Mike donated as well.  

Shari’s daughter made the State Finals.  

Rich Cummins is still trying to come up with an acceptable joke to tell us all.  

PROGRAM  
 
Andy Haak, Del Peterson and Bev Driscoll all gave the 
presentation for the Fast for Hope day, talking about the 
District Fast for Hope Project in Nicaragua. Fast for Hope 
is a program unique to our district. While other districts 
may have similar efforts, to the best of our knowledge we 
are the only district to use this name for a district wide 
coordinated international endeavor. It has been in place for 
years. In Rotary often we have focused strictly on projects. 
While they can have significant impact, they generally do 

not raise the overall economic well being of the target community. In Las Cortezas, Nicaragua, our target 
community, a few years ago World Vision installed drinking wells throughout the community. While no doubt 
this greatly reduced the amount of water born diseases, the community as a whole still remains extremely 
poor. It is for this reason that our District decided to explore a new approach. This new approach is 
Sustainable Community Economic Development. Strictly speaking, Sustainable Community Economic 
Development means believing that the local community knows best as to what they need. We are asking the 
community to vision and develop their own strategic plan. We feel very positive about the steps we have 
undertaken. Perhaps one of the most significant is what a great partner we have been able to identify in the 
Masaya Rotary Club. While they are a small club, they are active and they are committed to this 
undertaking. In addition to developing a relationship with the Masaya Rotary Club. We have also developed 
a great relationship with Kairos which is an NGO (?) in Nicaragua. Many of you have had a chance to meet 
Elena who is the coordinator at Kairos when she visited last year in March or last fall in October. 
What have we learned about Las Cortezas: 

• Approximately 1,225 habitants, 
• About 350 homes, 
• Is very poor, 
• Most of the economic activity is temporary, 



• Has a school which goes from preschool through sixth grade, 
• The high school about 3.5 Kilometers away, 
• Many of the homes have electricity, 
• 156 of the homes have potable water. 

What can you do? 
• We are asking each Rotarian to donate $10 this year to this effort. 
• You can attend one of the ongoing training sessions we will be conducting. We will have 

information about these training sessions on the district website or you can send an e-mail 
to Dave Newman, the Fast for Hope Chair and he will put you on the e-mail list for 
updates.  

• The next district training will be in March with another one immediately following the 
district  conference in April 

• You can also volunteer to be part of this effort. The committee is looking for people to 
assist in training, coffee sales, updating the website, assisting in implementation when we 
get to that stage, helping with logistics of future delegations, as well as looking for 
someone with the knowledge of qualified 501(c)(3) entities. 
 

• You can also begin to learn about Nicaragua. As we move forward the website will contain 
a reading list of books that will give you some insight into what we are trying to do.  

  
Finally you may want to consider being on a future delegation. As we progress through this effort our hope is 
to provide an opportunity for more and more members of our district to visit Nicaragua and to join in this 
undertaking. Currently the only requirement is that you be a Rotarian of District 5960 and that you have 
attended one of the training sessions that we have conducted to date. You should be aware that selection of 
the each delegation is at times subjective due to the particular needs of each delegation. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK 
 
A man, while playing on the front nine of a complicated golf course became confused as to where he was on 
the course. Looking around, he saw a lady playing ahead of him. He walked up to her, explained his 
confusion and asked her if she knew what hole he was playing.  
 
"I'm on the 7th hole," she replied, "and you are a hole behind me.  So you must be on the 6th hole." He 
thanked  her and went back to his  
golf. On the back nine, the same thing happened and he approached her again with the same request. "I'm 
on number 14, and you're still a hole behind, so you must be on the 13th hole."  
 
Once again he thanked her and returned to his play. He finished his round and went to the clubhouse where 
he saw the same lady sitting at the end of  
the bar. He asked the bartender if he knew the  lady. The bartender said that she was a sales lady and 
played the course often. He approached her and said, "Let me buy you a drink in appreciation for your help. 
I understand that you're in the sales profession. I'm in sales also. What do you sell?"  
 
"I'll tell you, but you're going to laugh," she replied. "No, I won't." "Well, if you must know," she answered, "I 
work for Tampax."  
 
With that, he laughed so hard he almost fell off the barstool.  "See," she said. "I knew you'd laugh!"  That's 
not what I'm laughing at," he replied, "I'm a salesman for Preparation H, so I'm still a hole behind you."  ------
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