
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

February 3, 2009 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
Feb.10: Janis Donnelly – Chris Stein, Interstate Nat’l Park Superintendent 
Feb.17: Andy Haak – Fast for Hope 
Feb.24: Paula Williams – Play It Forward: Vacations with a Purpose 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
April 17-19, 2009, District Mid-term Oakland Jr. Hi, 8 till noon -- Ken McGinley, Mike Holsten,  Arba-Della,     
Beck, Brent Voight, Craig Leiser, Jon Stillman, Dave Newman, Margie Horning, and Orwin Carter 
May 16, 2009, Brewers Bazaar. 
June 20-25, 2009, Rotary International Convention, Birmingham, England  
September 12, 2009, Midnight Golf  
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
Ute Buehler, Mpls./Univ.  
Jerry Maier, Stillwater Noon 
Bob Safe, Stillwater Noon 
Ed Marck, St. Paul Sunrise 
Richard Maus, speaker.  
 
Guests 
 None 
 
Make Ups 
Del Peterson and Dave Newman, (3) Masaya Nicaragua Rotary Club 
Jon Stillwman , Craig Leiser,  District Rotary Foundation Committee 
Margie Horning, (3) District Grants, Mid-Term, District Board Meeting 
Mark Fisher, Rick Robbins, Ed Simonet, Matt Valek, Rob Gag and Rich Cummins, Gopher/Purdue BB 
Game.  
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
 
Received a thanks you from the Youth of United Way for our donation.  
 
Six Rotarians stayed after Rotary meeting broke up for a special membership meeting called by Chair Rob 
Gag.  Rob plans to hold 20-minute membership meetings the first Tuesday of each month from now on.  
Next month, members are to share recruiting ideas to be developed into a recruiting plan. Sunrise goal is 
"net five" new members for this year. 
 

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


Barbara Tischart’s application for membership was unanimously accepted by the board.  
 
There is a STRIVE meeting tomorrow, since a week was missed, it is important that the mentors call the 
students to remind them.  
 
Paul Jennings noted that the Youth Alcohol and Drug Abuse Committee was moving along, presently 
working on developing a parent support group and running a survey to develop activities for the youth.  
 
Mark could use more help with the Brewers Bazaar. More committee chairman are needed, it is not that 
difficult a job, just making sure things are done.  
 
Del and Dave gave a short summary of their trip to Nicaragua, including warm weather, cold showers, beans 
and rice, and a good chance to lose weight. Del noted that over 90% of people are under the poverty making 
less then $2.00 per day. For example, they take manhole covers off storm sewers to cook on. Lots of 
interesting things. Their experiences will be the subject of the Fast for Hope Meeting, of February 17.  

 
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF- PROMOTION 
 
Janis Donnelly announced that our speaker next week will be Chris Stein, the new Interstate Nat’l Park 
Superintendent. It should be very good; Mr. Stein has worked at parks including American Samoa.  
Janis is an agent for Burnett Real Estate. She likes being a Rotarian, having been with us for 2 years.  
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
 
Craig went with Mabe to the Minnesota Women’s basketball game with Michigan State. Needless to say she 
lost her voice cheering.  
 
Chuck B. described Ute and his visit to Puerto Vallarta, where they took a tour of a charity called Children of 
the Dump. It was an eye opening experience for them to see the abject poverty, and he suggested when you 
are on vacation in places like Mexico, that you take the time to understand the entire country.  
 
Steve reported that the Lake Elmo Lions Fishing contest was a big success.  
 
PROGRAM  
 
Our speaker, Richard Maus, gave an interesting summation of what he experienced contracting polio at 4 
months old. This excerpt from his book "The Lucky One”, best describes who and what he is.  
“He underwent 16 operations and spent a total of 938 days at the Gillette State Hospital for Crippled 
Children after contracting polio in 1939 at the age of four months. He flunked out of two colleges before 
earning bachelor’s degrees in math and physics and a master’s in math education at St. Cloud State College 
in St. Cloud, MN. He received his private pilot’s license in 1967. After teaching math, physics, and computer 
science for 34 years, Maus retired in 2000 to Northfield, Minnesota. His wife Donna and he have two grown 
sons, Paul and Steve. 
Richard expressed a special interest in helping teenagers today with so many fighting depression and 
committing suicide. All of us received copies of his book.  
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK 
Theology Kid Style 
 
1. Dear God, please put another holiday between Christmas and 
Easter. There is nothing good in there now.   Amanda 
2. Dear God, Thank you for the baby brother but what I asked for was 
a puppy. I never asked for anything before. You can look it up.  Joyce 
3. Dear Mr. God, I wish you would not make it so easy for people to come 
apart. I had to have 3 stitches and a shot.   Janet 
4. God, I read the bible. What does beget mean? Nobody will tell me. 
Love, Alison 
5. Dear God, how did you know you were God? Who told you?  Charlene 
6. Dear God, is it true my father won't get in Heaven if he uses his golf 
words in the house?   Anita 
7. Dear God, I bet it's very hard for you to love all of everybody in the 



whole world. There are only 4 people in our family and I can never do it. Nancy 
8. Dear God, I like the story about Noah the best of all of them. You really 
>made up some good ones. I like walking on water, too.  Glenn 
9. Dear God, my Grandpa says you were around when he was a little 
boy. How far back do you go?   Love, Dennis 
10. Dear God, do you draw the lines around the countries?  If you 
don't, who does?  Nathan 
11. Dear God, did you mean for giraffes to look like that or was it an accident?  Norma 
12. Dear God, in bible times, did they really talk that fancy?  Jennifer 
13. Dear God, how come you did all those miracles in the old days and don't do any now?   Billy 
14. Dear God, please send Dennis Clark to a different summer camp this year.  Peter 
15. Dear God, maybe Cain and Abel would not kill each other so much 
if they each had their own rooms.  It works out OK with me and my brother. 
 Larry 
16. Dear God, I keep waiting for spring, but it never did come yet. What's up?  Don't forget.   Mark 
17. Dear God, my brother told me about how you are born but it just 
doesn't sound right.  What do you say?   Marsha 
18. Dear God, if you watch in Church on Sunday I will show you my new shoes.  Barbara 
19. Dear God, is Reverend Coe a friend of yours, or do you just know him through the business?  Donny 
20. Dear God, I do not think anybody could be a better God than you. 
Well, I just want you to know that. I am not just saying that because you 
are already God.   Charles 
21. Dear God, it is great the way you always get the stars in the right place. Why can't you do that with the 
moon?  Jeff 
22. Dear God, I am doing the best I can.  Really.   Frank 
And, saving the best for last . . . 
23. Dear God, I didn't think orange went with purple until I saw the sunset you made on Tuesday night.  That 
was really cool.   Thomas 
God Loves You. 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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