
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 
June 2, 2009 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
June 9: Ricky Michel, New Stillwater Area High School  Athletic Director, guest of Ray Queener 
 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
June 9th – business card exchange 
June 12 Board meeting 
June 20–25, RI Convention, Birmingham, England.  Mike Holsten, Jon Stillman and Cheryl Kohout are 
going. 
July 28th, Annual Stillwater Sunrise Picnic.  
September 12, Midnight Golf  
 
FELLOWSHIP  
Compliments of Steve Madsen  
 
Visiting Rotarians 
Bonnie Bakke and Burt Withun, Hudson Daybreak, speakers 
Ute Buehler, Mpls./University 
Ed Jones, Stillwater Noon 
 
Guests 
None 
 
Make Ups 
Chuck Buehler, Mpls./Univ.  
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS    
    
We received a thank you letter from Charlie Cogan, District Polio Plus Chair thanking us for the $3100 we 
donated which was garnered from various events throughout the year including the Bazaar, Halloween 
Parade.  
 
Our district has been chosen by Rotary International along with 99 others to pilot a new method of 
distributing Foundation Funds.  
 
Next week is Business Card day; bring a stack of cards to distribute at the meeting next week.   
 
The STRIVE wrap-up meeting is this Friday, June 5, 4 PM at the Freight House…Dave Langer 
 

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


Mabe’s graduation from high school is this week; we are planning activities for the club in the weeks to 
follow.  
The Annual Picnic will be July 28th at which time we hope to celebrate the 25th year anniversary of the club.  
 
Incoming District Governor Newell Krogmann’s Installation is June 29 in LeSeur, Minnesota 

 

NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF- PROMOTION 
 
Ricky Michel, New Stillwater Area High School Athletic Director, will be the guest of Ray Queener 
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
 
Del and Steve tied as to the Peacock Award which is given to the two outstanding ties at the meeting.  
 
Our guest speakers from the Hudson Daybreak Club, Bonnie Bakke and Burt Withun, donated a combined 
$100 to the Shelter Box Program and urged that we use the dollars collected at our Sergeant at Arms for 
this cause. Rick announced that is what we are going to do this morning.  
 
Rich Cummings celebrated his birthday today for which we serenaded him and he in turn told the story of 
Ole’s son coming home from school and announcing he had been selected to participate in the school play. 
His son said the part was actually a man who had been married for 20 years. Ole remarked that it was too 
bad he got a non-speaking part.  
 
Chuck B. thanked the reporters that helped him publish the newsletter while he was gone, Margie, Bob R., 
Steve Morris and Andy Haak. Margie remarked that she was keeping her day job based on her experience 
as a reporter. Chuck noted that they had flown Delta for the first time and flew through Atlanta on the way to 
Germany. A bit of a Zoo, next time they will return to the flight through Amsterdam.  
 
Dave Langer met Mike Schoonover at a hockey game between teams that had their respective sons. A 
small bet was wagered and Dave’s team lost 7-0 and he promised to also announce the result at the Rotary 
Meeting.  
 
Shari C. wished her summer daughter, Mabe, well in her graduation.  
 
Margie is on her way to Washington DC, Mike circulated photos of his participation in the Knickerbockers 
Golf Tournament at Tartan Park. 
 
Ute toasted Chuck and her 10th wedding anniversary in May.  
 
PROGRAM 
 
Bonnie Bakke and Burt Withun, from Hudson 
Daybreak, gave an excellent presentation of Shelter 
Box, a program begun by Tom Henderson and his 
local UK Rotary Club: Helston-Lizard. 
They have an excellent website that gives all the 
information including history. Shelter Box Website 
This is a Rotary International Service Project that 
Hudson Sunrise has taken up. It provides supplies 
which can be shipped to people involved in disasters 
including tent, tools, water containers, lights, radio, 
etc.. It is amazing what is stored in this box that is approx. 2.5’ X 1.5 X 2.5’. The cost to sponsor 
one of these boxes is $1000 which includes the cost of shipping. They have been sent all over 
the world to handle catastrophes such as Katrina in New Orleans, more recently the Bangladesh 
Cyclone, the evacuation in Pakistan as a result of the Taliban, and Sri Lanka. The box is capable 
of sheltering complete families of 10. Sleeping bags are there for that many. The organization 
works with local Rotary District Governors to find out what is needed and where to ship. The 
boxes can be packed to be disaster specific, for example in some places tools or school supplies 
if most needed. The program has been promoted on most major news outlets including CNN. It is 
an excellent idea and a very good project of most Rotary Clubs to participate in.   

http://www.shelterbox.org/


JOKE OF THE WEEK  
 
A NUN WAS SITTING AT THE AIRPORT, WAITING FOR HER FLIGHT TO CHICAGO.SHE LOOKED 
OVER IN THE CORNER AND SAW ONE OF THOSE WEIGHT MACHINES THAT TELLS YOUR 
FORTUNE AND THOUGHT TO HERSELF, 'I'LL GIVE IT A TRY AND SEE WHAT IT TELLS ME.' 
  
SHE WENT OVER TO THE MACHINE, STEPPED UP ON THE SCALE AND PUT HER NICKEL IN. OUT 
CAME A CARD THAT READ, 'YOU ARE A NUN, YOU WEIGH 128  LBS, AND  YOU ARE GOING TO 
CHICAGO.' 
  
THE NUN SAT BACK DOWN. SHE TOLD HERSELF THAT THE MACHINE PROBABLY GIVES THE 
SAME CARD TO EVERYONE. THE MORE SHE THOUGHT ABOUT IT THE MORE CURIOUS SHE GOT 
SO SHE DECIDED TO TRY IT AGAIN. 
  
SHE WENT BACK TO THE MACHINE AND AGAIN PUT HER NICKEL IN, AND OUT CAME A CARD THAT 
READ, 'YOU ARE A NUN, YOU WEIGH 128 LBS, YOU ARE GOING TO CHICAGO AND YOU ARE GOING 
TO PLAY A FIDDLE.' 
  
THE NUN SAYS TO HERSELF, 'I KNOW THAT IS WRONG. I HAVE NEVER PLAYED A MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENT EVEN ONCE IN MY LIFE.' SHE SAT BACK DOWN. 
  
FROM OUT OF NOWHE RE A COWBOY CAME OVER AND SAT DOWN, PUTTING HIS  FIDDLE CASE 
ON THE SEAT BETWEEN THEM. WITHOUT THINKING, SHE OPENED THE COWBOY'S CASE, TOOK 
OUT THE FIDDLE, AND STARTED PLAYING BEAUTIFUL  MUSIC. SURPRISED AT WHAT SHE HAD 
DONE, SHE LOOKED OVER AT THE MACHINE,  THINKING, 'THIS IS INCREDIBLE, I'VE GOT TO TRY 
THIS AGAIN.' 
  
BACK TO THE MACHINE SHE WENT, PUT IN ANOTHER NICKEL, AND ANOTHER CARD CAME OUT. IT 
READ, 'YOU ARE A NUN, YOU WEIGH 128 LBS , YOU ARE GOING TO CHICAGO AND YOU ARE 
GOING TO BREAK WIND.' 
  
NOW SHE KNOWS THE MACHINE IS WRONG AS SHE THOUGHT TO HERSELF, 'I'VE NEVER BROKEN 
WIND IN PUBLIC A SINGLE TIME IN MY LIFE.' BUT GETTING DOWN OFF THE MACHINE SHE 
SLIPPED, AND AS SHE WAS STRAINING TO KEEP HERSELF FROM FALLING TO THE FLOOR, SHE 
BROKE WIND. 
  
ABSOLUTELY STUNNED, SHE SAT BACK DOWN AND LOOKED AT THE MACHINE. SHE SAID TO  
HERSELF, 'THIS IS TRULY REMARKABLE. I'VE GOT TO TRY THIS ONE MORE TIME.' 
  
SHE WENT BACK TO THE MAC H INE, PUT IN ANOTHER NICKEL, AND ANOTHER CARD CAME OUT. 
IT READ; 'YOU ARE A NUN, YOU WEIGH 128 LBS, YOU HAVE FIDDLED AND FARTED AROUND  AND 
MISSED YOUR FLIGHT TO CHICAGO.' 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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