
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

December 1, 2009 
FUTURE MEETINGS  
 
December 8, Michelle and Dristy Hermansen, Tanzania Science Project 
December 15, Dan Dolan and Pam Johnson, 4H…Barbara Tischart 
December 22, STRIVE…Pete Smith 
December 27, NO MEETING, HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
 
December 19, Salvation Army Bell Ringing, Cub Foods, 12-8 PM 
December 20, Christmas Party at Orwin Carter’s, 4-7 PM 
January 9, District Mid-terms at Oakland Junior High School 
May 15, 2010 Brewers Bazaar 
September 24, 2010 Midnight Golf 
 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
 
Ute Buehler, Mpls/Univ. 
 
Guests 
 
 
Make Ups 
 
Craig Leiser…4 Makeups 
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Facebook Site: Stillwater Sunrise Rotary FACEBOOK Page 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
 
It was a pleasure to welcome John Wubbels as a new member. John is in the mortgage department of Wells 
Fargo. John was formerly the owner of the Ann Bean Mansion Bed and Breakfast across from St. Mary’s 
Church.  

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=98339060740


 
Mike announced that we will have a new method of getting our members to know each other. In future the 
person who has the program this week, next week will have, in addition to the raffle, the responsibility to 
introduce and talk about the host for the speaker that week. So, Janis who is both host and speaker this 
week will have next week the raffle and also introduce Orwin Carter who is the host for next week.  
 
We formally elected Arba-Della as our President for next year and also Mark Fisher as our President–
elect for 2011-2012.  
 
As a reminder, the Salvation Army Bell Ringing will be at Cub Foods on Saturday, December 19th, 12-8 PM. 
A sign-up sheet will be circulated. We will have the Exit door.  
 
The mid-term District Meetings will be January 9. At this meeting there will be a Leadership Academy which 
all are invited to. Any member may attend and the club will help with the cost of registration.  
 
December 20 is the Club Christmas Party at Orwin Carter’s, 4-7 PM. This is the 4th such time the Carter’s 
have hosted the Christmas Party.  
 
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF- PROMOTION 
 
Next week, Orwin Carter will host Michelle and Dristy Hermansen, who will talk about Tanzania Science 
Project which supports a secondary school in Tanzania.  
 
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
 
If there was such a thing as a Rotary Monopoly Game, the newly elected President would 
owe $1.  
 
Lynda H. announced she will be grandmother for the first time, the baby is expected in June.  
 
Craig said that a recent e-mail from Mabe wished all of us Happy Thanksgiving.  
 
Dean Tibbets had his insurance claim for the fire in his house. He is now a “Good Neighbor” 
 
Bruce Goldstrand received an award at the Conservation Convention for this conservation practices 
especially around his home and on his other property. News from Jay Riggs from the Conservation District.  
 
Dave Newman recently spent time in Nicaragua.  
 
Andy H. complimented Stillwater Motors for the great job they did on his car. In addition he thanked Margie 
for sending him Birthday Greetings.  
 
Michael K. offered a free cup of coffee and a $5 donation to the Rotary Foundation for anyone visiting 
Stillwater Motors. Just let him know when you are coming.  
 
Brett told of fishing with his boys on a cold morning and just when they put their lines in plop go his keys into 
Lilly Lake. He got an early birthday present of keys from his wife but no fish.  
 
 
PROGRAM                                      
 
Mike began the program explaining that the structure of the club has changed…we no longer 
have the same committees as in the past. The present structure is …. 
 
Club Leadership and Administration- Mike Holsten 
Programs and Projects– Arba-Della Beck (Community Projects)   
Foundation – Margie Horning (includes local projects with District Matching Grants, International) 
Membership – Janis Donnelly (includes social events) 
Publicity – Ken McGinley 



Janis Donnelly gave a report on membership. She 
urged us to submit 3-5 potential members to her that 
either you will follow-up on or she will see that they 
are contacted. A form will be attached to the 
Newsletter notice.  
 
Janis then summarized the survey we recently took.  
 
Out of 50 members, 44 responded and of those 44, 
were female and 35 were male. Age-wise 75 % of 
the respondents are between 35 and 65 and 25% of 
those are between 55 and 65. We have 3 members 

under 35 and 1 member over 90. 28 of us have been in Rotary for 10 years or less, while 7 
of us have been members for between 11-20 years and 9 have been Rotarians for over 20 
years.  Where do we come from? We are mostly Midwesterners and over half of us were 
born and raised in Minnesota. Others of us are from NJ, MT, CA, VA, TX, Germany and we 
have one Air Force Brat from all over. Where do we live now? Most of us live here in the 
Valley although 2 members live in the land of the Cheese heads. Although 6 of us are 
Stillwater natives, half of us have lived here for 10+ years and 25% of us have lived here for 
30+ years.  

Here are some of likes…..  
We like local speakers from organizations that provide services to our community and 
local service projects  
We like good speakers who are entertaining and passionate about what they do and 
can educate us about their cause  
We like cutting edge topics and vocational visits  
We like to be educated about the environment, sustainability, entrepreneurs, and 
other Rotary programs  
 

And dislikes… With the number of people reporting these items in parentheses.  
 
We don't like non-profits, solicitations and local start-ups with small followings (2) 
We don't like Rotary heavy programs that focus on the District and the Foundation (4) 

The: survey asked what is an activity or activities that the club should reduce modify or drop and 
why ... here are the major comments (>1), with explanations and with the number commenting in 
parentheses:  

Rake a difference .. .lack of support from members and folks whose yards we rake aren't all that 
needy (4) 

YADP ... Very important to some members, but don't get a sense there  
 is wide support in the Club, Time to see if it can stand on its own. (2).  
  Salvation Army Bell ringing no explanation given (2) 

Brewer's Bazaar. .. contradicts our youth focus, sends the wrong message, should be 
phased out in favor of an event with a better public message and comments are made 
about how this conflicts with our other good work with youth. (8) 

Dislike non-Profit Programs (2) 
Dislike district speakers and foundation programs (4) 
Dislike programs that solicit funds (3) 

And finally here are some random thoughts and conclusions drawn from the survey:  
• Our club has a good mix of local and community projects and youth programs  
• We should look at doing one fundraiser instead of two Right now it seems we are on a 

fundraiser treadmill  



• There is concern for doing too much or stretching the abilities and time of our club 
members  

• Networking and fellowship are the two most valuable aspects of Rotary for our 
members  

• Most of our members participate in over half of our club's events and programs, the top 5 
with the most participation are the summer picnic, Brewer's Bazaar, Midnight Golf, 
Christmas Party and the Halloween Parade  

• The 5 events with the least participation are Rake a Difference, District Conference, 
Group Study Exchange Events, other Youth programs such as the Ethics Essay, Camp 
RYLA/Enterprise and the Rotary Foundation Event  

 
  

 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK  
 
 I TRULY DID NOT KNOW THIS!  

Las Vegas churches accept gambling chips  
 
THIS MAY COME AS A SURPRISE TO THOSE OF YOU NOT LIVING IN LAS VEGAS , BUT 
THERE ARE MORE CATHOLIC CHURCHES THAN CASINOS. 
 
NOT SURPRISINGLY, SOME 
WORSHIPERS AT SUNDAY SERVICES WILL GIVE CASINO CHIPS RATHER THAN CASH 
WHEN THE BASKET IS PASSED. 
 
SINCE THEY GET CHIPS FROM MANY DIFFERENT CASINOS, THE CHURCHES HAVE 
DEVISED A METHOD TO COLLECT THE OFFERINGS.. 
 
THE CHURCHES SEND ALL THEIR COLLECTED CHIPS TO A NEARBY FRANCISCAN 
MONASTERY FOR SORTING AND THEN THE CHIPS ARE TAKEN TO THE CASINOS OF 
ORIGIN AND CASHED IN. 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS IS DONE BY THE CHIP MONKS.  
 
 
 
YOU DIDN'T EVEN SEE IT COMING DID YOU? 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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