
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 
May 26, 2009 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
June   2, Arba Della Beck:  Bonnie Bakke on Shelter Box 
June 9: Ricky Michel, New Stillwater Area High School  A.D, guest of Ray Queener 
 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
June 9th – business card exchange 
June 12 Board meeting 
June 20–25, RI Convention, Birmingham, England.  Mike Holsten, Jon Stillman and Cheryl Kohout are 
going. 
September 12, Midnight Golf  
 
FELLOWSHIP (Steve was missing, so Ken handled) 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
Curt Geissler – Stillwater Noon 
 
Guests 
None 
 
Make Ups 
Craig Leiser – Gov’s Planning Council and Fast for Hope 
Dave Newman – Fast for Hope and St Paul 
 
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS         
 
Honesty is still in vogue!!  Megan our waitress at Josephs found an envelope of cash on one of the tables 
after last week’s meeting and promptly turned it in.  Whew!  Roger was really pleased. 
 
June 9th is designated as business card week – bring in cards to exchange with members 
 
Strive mentor wrap up – Friday June 5th at Freight House at 4 PM 
 
Board meeting June 12th at Family Means at 7 AM 
 
District Gov installation June 29th in LeSeuer 
 
Foundation membership seminar Sept 12th 

 

NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF- PROMOTION 

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


 
Arba Della has the program.  A Shelter Box representative will be at the meeting next week.  It is a great 
program started by an English Rotarian. 
 
SERGANT AT ARMS 
 
Several new grandfathers – (was there a power outage 9 months ago???)  Proud new grandfathers – Jeff 
Robertson, Roger and Jon  
 
Dan Schmid completely forgot about the Brewers Bazaar while he explored the Grand Bazaar in Istanbul 
Turkey.  He did send his daughter to the Brewers Bazaar.  He will also be out of town on business the next 4 
weeks.  We will miss him!! 
 
Paul got fined because he wore a snazzy golf shirt (Rick was ruthless this morning) 
 
Several folks commented on the cute giraffe video send by Cheryl... PS – you can name the little bugger for 
a mere $10,000!!! 
 
Dean won the raffle 
 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Jeff Robertson introduced Curt Geissler from Lakeview Hospital.  Curt has been at the hospital for 18 years. 
He has been the Stillwater Chamber president and is the president elect of the Stillwater Noon Rotary club.  
Curt has also participated in the Friendship exchange to Australia and is going to participate in the upcoming 
exchange with Brazil. 
 
Lakeview Hospital is licensed for 97 beds.  Currently they have about 70 beds occupied at any given time.  
Average stay is now 2 ½ days.  They serve about 5,100 patients who stay at the hospital and 56,000 are 
served as out patients.   
The hospital employs 800 folks or about 520 FTE’s.  (they recently had to reduce the FTE’s from 560 to 520 
because of declining volumn).  Employees work an average of 26 hours per week.  There are 193 different 
job descriptions and 125 medical positions.  There are many diverse positions. 
 
The hospital bills $178 million and is paid $86 million.  A lively question and answer period took place 
regarding the “Monopoly” money.  Curt said is was because of government medicare, medicaid, contracts 
with medical providers.  The system is extermely complicated!! 
About 52% of the income is spent on salary and benefits.  The goal of management is to net a 5% profit.  
That profit is poured back into the hospital by purchasing new equipment etc. 
For profit hospitals was discussed.  These hospitals are owned by doctors and are very profitable.  They are 
almost impossible to set up in MN.   
 
Lakeview’s building plans.  They will expand on the current footprint and purchase a few surrounding lots as 
they become available.  There will be a new building to house the heating and cooling equipment.  They will 
remodel and add one more operating room (number will go to 8).  Other changes will be to move 
departments and do some cosmetic changes. 
 
They are one of the top 100 hospitals in the nation.  They provide the best ortho care in the state.  Curt told 
us to look up outcomes for various hospitals when considering surgery.  Lakeview has a very good track 
record. 
 
Lakeview owns 20% of Boutwells Landing.  Pres homes will take over staffing the nursing home on July 2nd. 
 
They have an ambulance service that covers 200 square miles.  The service is very expensive to run. 
 
The web sites Curt Geissler referred to in his presentation today were Healthgrades.com and 
Hospitalcompare.com 
 
Thanks Curt for an interesting presentation 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK  



 
For all of you who are married, were married, wish you were married, or wish you weren't 
married, this is something to smile about the next time you open a bottle of wine: 
 
Sally was driving home from one of her business trips in Northern Arizona when she saw an 
elderly Navajo woman walking on the side of the road. 
 
As the trip was a long and quiet one, she stopped the car and asked the Navajo woman if she 
would like a ride. With a silent nod of thanks, the woman got into the car. Resuming the journey, 
Sally tried in vain to make a bit of small talk with the Navajo woman. The old woman just sat 
silently, looking intently at everything she saw, studying every little detail, until she noticed a 
brown bag on the seat next to Sally. 
 
"What's in the bag?" asked the old woman. 
 
Sally looked down at the brown bag and said, "It's a bottle of wine. I Got it for my husband." 
 
The Navajo woman was silent for another moment or two. Then, speaking with the quiet wisdom 
of an elder, she said, "Good trade." 
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