
 

 
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

January 27, 2009 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
Feb.  3: Jon Stillman – Richard Maus, Northfield, The Lucky One 
Feb.10: Janis Donnelly – Chris Stein, Interstate Nat’l Park Superintendent 
Feb.17: Andy Haak – Fast for Hope 
Feb.24: Paula Williams – Play It Forward: Vacations with a Purpose 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
April 17-19, 2009, District Mid-term Oakland Jr. Hi, 8 till noon -- Ken McGinley, Mike Holsten,  Arba-Della,     
Beck, Brent Voight, Craig Leiser, Jon Stillman, Dave Newman, Margie Horning, and Orwin Carter 
Jan. 23: Fast for Hope delegation – Dave Newman and Del Peterson. 
Apr 17 – 19: District Conference at UW, River Falls 
May 16, 2009, Brewers Bazaar. 
June 20-25, 2009, Rotary International Convention, Birmingham, England  
September 12, 2009, Midnight Golf  
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
Visiting Rotarians 
None 
 
Guests 
 Barbara Tischart, guest of Jim Meier 
 Mike Ptacek 
Stillwater Courier editor, Yvonne Klinnert, 
George Dierberger and State Senator Kathy Saltzman, all guests of Don Schuld 
Speaker Angie Eilers.  
 
Make Ups 
Jon Stillman at District 5960 Board of Directors, at Mid-Term and at D5960 Grants subcommittee 
Craig Leiser at D5960 Education Committee.     
 
Links 
 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS 
 
Membership meeting, next Tuesday (Feb. 3) at 8 am, immediately after regular meeting adjourns.  All 
interested in being on the committee are asked to stay. 
 
Fast for Hope delegates Dave Newman and Del Peterson reported from Nicaragua that they have delivered 
the three wheel chairs, have spent time with the Masaya Rotary Club and have studied sustainable 
developments “in the mountains of Nicaragua.”  They’ll be back in time for next week’s meeting. 

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


Applications are due in for three RI scholarships.  One is an Ambassadorial Scholarship with a stipend of 
$25,000.  Another is the Peace Scholarship, which Noelle Volin received earlier.  It provides $50,000 for two 
years study at one of six universities around the world – Noelle studied in Japan.  Applicants for those two 
must be non-Rotarians, according to Craig Leiser.  The third is a new University Scholarship which will grant 
from $10,000 to $25,000 to a teacher or student to study abroad for a year.  Anyone interested in applying 
for any of the three should see Craig soon. 
 
STRIVE will meet next Wednesday in place of last month, when it cancelled because of conflicts.  Topic:  
What it means to be 18. 
 
The Brewers Bazaar, less than four months away, “needs more help,” says Mark Fisher, who is co-chairing 
this year’s event with Paula Williams.  Mark is looking for four committees: a Day of Planning/Execution 
group, a Marketing and Promotion group, a Silent Auction group and a Sponsors group.  Each will have two 
co-chairs, “plus as many members as possible.”  He has outlined each group’s duties in an e-mail to all 
members, with a request “to please get back to me with a committee (group) you would like to co-chair or be 
on.”  
 
The Lake Elmo Lion’s Club will host its 52nd annual ice fishing contest next Sunday from 1 to 3 pm., on Lake 
Jane, according to Steve Madsen.  “It’s a fun event; come on out.”  Tickets are available at Lake Elmo stores 
and gas stations. 
 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has provided another $250 million toward the fight to end polio.  It’s 
another matching grant, with RI required to put up $100 million.  The first grant was of $100 million, with a 
like match of $100 million, to be raised in three years by Rotary.  “We’re about halfway to meeting that first 
match,” Jon Stillman told Sunrise members.  “This new grant offer is a huge recognition of RI.”  Many 
organizations are clamoring to get support from the Gates Foundation.  “We’ve already proven we can 
produce.”  
 
President Ken introduced Barbara Tischart, who has applied to become a new member.  She’s a marketing 
specialist for SMC, a medical device manufacturer.  

 
 
NEXT WEEKS PROGRAM AND SHAMELESS SELF- PROMOTION 
 
Jon Stillman will introduce Richard Maus, a Northfield Rotarian, who will talk about The Lucky One, his book 
about growing up with polio. 
 
PROGRAM  
 
From March, 2007 until last fall, Don Schuld was a member of a Growth & Justice steering committee known 
for its work in “Rethinking Public Education,” an organization he describes as “a leading progressive voice 
on state economic issues; a non-partisan advocate for fair taxation and smart public investment.”  He then 
introduced Dr. Angie Eilers, research and policy director for Growth & Justice. 
 
An evaluator, professor and advocate for improving educational policy, she feels Minnesota is losing its 
economic edge.  “Trends are headed in the wrong direction.” Minnesota is facing major economic shifts that 
challenge its long-term prosperity.  “We need to increase the rate of Minnesota students finishing some post-
secondary education by 50% by the year 2020,” if Minnesota is to meet coming demands for skilled workers 
and ensure a decent standard of living for its families.  In his introduction, Don had made the point that: “the 
difference between a living and non-living wage is highly dependent on earning a degree beyond high 
school.” 
 
Charts presented by Dr. Eilers showed that when Minnesota invested more in education, during 1991-97, its 
GDP had a compounded annual growth of 4.41%, compared to a national average of 3.54%.  But when 
state educational dollars were reduced, Minnesota’s GDP dropped to 2.6%, compared to a US average of 
2.72% during the period 1996 - 2007. 
   
Minnesota no longer ranks in the top-performing states in higher education enrollment.         
 
To reverse that, Dr. Eilers recommended changing educational focus from funding the “system” to “a new 
conversation on what works best to prepare more students for past-secondary education.”  She 
recommended investing in children as early as age 3 to prepare them for each succeeding level of learning.  



“Early childhood dollars have a huge payoff,” as much as $10 to $1 in a Chicago study.  She then presented 
a distribution of investments from prenatal to post-secondary, need-based aid, not only with dollars, but 
through mentors and relationships with professionals.   
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK 
 
TEXAS SIZE 
 
Dallas Flight 111 was coming in for a landing when a 
combination of mechanical errors and unstable 
weather caused the plane to start plummeting to the 
ground.  The pilot feverishly worked his controls 
and finally the engines roared back to life in time 
to prevent the plane from going splat on the ground. 
As the plane landed, airport officials rushed to 
the disembarking gate and were stunned to see 200 
midgets shakily get off the plane.  Finally the crew 
got off the plane and the local manager of the 
airline came up to congratulate the captain on his 
perseverance under extreme odds. 
 
As the official and the pilot were talking, the 
official commented how unusual it was that there 
were so many midgets on the flight. 
 
"Those aren't midgets," the pilot replied.  "Those 
are Texans, with the shit scared out of them!" 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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