
STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB
NEWSLETTER
June 28, 2011

FUTURE MEETINGS

July 5 – Paul Danicic, Exec. Dir., Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness, hosted by John Meier
July 12 – NO MEETING
July 14 – Club Picnic
July 19 - Jeff Robertson, Lakeview Health, hosted by Rick Robbins
July 26 – Dr. Corey Lunn, Superintendent - District, 834, hosted by Ray Queener
Aug. 9 - Burnell Peterson, Insights in Egyptian Culture – hosted by Del Peterson

FUTURE EVENTS

July 14, Thursday – Picnic, 6:00pm Pioneer Park
October 15-23 Trip to Nicaragua. 

FELLOWSHIP: Steve Madsen

Visiting Rotarians 

Ute Buehler, Mpls/Univ. 

Guests 

Val Fisher, guest of Mark Fisher
Tanner, Kylie and Jenna Voight…Brent V. 
Wade Kruegger…Orwin C. 
Rick Kruegger, …Orwin
Shannon Enright.. Madsen

Make Ups 

Cheryl Kohout (2) District Gov. Installation and Laura’s Graduation Party
Orwin Carter and Margie Horning, District Gov. Installation

Links:
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website
Link to District Website: Rotary District 5960
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Facebook Site: Stillwater Sunrise Rotary FACEBOOK Page
Link to Our Exchange Student Abbie Huntley in Germany: Abbie in Germany



ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS:

Arba-Della gave Ned Gordon his Paul Harris Certificate

Her service above self awards this week went to Craig Leiser and Brett Emmons

Orwin Carter then introduced his guest, soon to be Eagle Scout, Wade Krueger who 
we have sponsored. Wade discussed his Eagle Scout Project which involved constructing a 12 X 14 
enclosure for people to put in their donations of metal cans for veterans. It cost him approximately $800 to 
build and it was a very nice looking piece of work. He planned and constructed the project all by himself. 

Craig Leiser thanked our entire club for all the help we provided him during his year as District Govenor. It was a great and memorable year for 
him. Busy, a typical strenuous day often starting at 6 AM in the morning, traveling a total of 465 miles and returning in the evening. He urged 
us to travel around and see what other clubs do and one of the benefits are appreciating what a great club we have. He then presented some 
special awards for Rick Cummins, for the help on the District Conference, Dave Newman with the Fast for hope projects, and John H. for the 
help on a special Turkey Project, Ken McKinley on his help on technical issues like the internet. 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR MEMBERS 

As part of a new initiative, the previous weeks host provides a semi-biographical introduction of the host for this week’s program to help us to 
better know our membership. Not this week since it was a club assembly

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: Rick Robbins 

Rich and Rick were at Target Field last night unfortunately…Dodgers 15  Twins 0. 

Since this is the last official day of Arba-Della and Craig, they are both forgiven any fines. This is Fish are Friends not food to 
eat week so ….yes if you had fish, make a donation. 

Rich’s son Nick entered a world poker club tournament, entry fee $1500, 2800 entered, he came in 2200. 

Dan Schmid is back from traveling and he saw a Turkey in his backyard. Lots of fishing among members and family. Also many wild animals 
seen in Stillwater including a fawn. 

Dave N. had two accidents in his family, bringing a lot of business to Mike Schoonover. He needs to come back to our club. 

Cheryl will apparently make our meetings during the Minnesota State Government shutdown. The ambulance drivers have volunteered to keep 
the bridge open. L

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM 

Next week John Meier will introduce Paul Danicic, Exec. Dir., Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness. 

PROGRAM

Now came the time to pass the gavel form Arba-Della to the new President Mark Fisher. 
Arba-Della gave a summary of her year. Below is here summation 

Year in Review-2010-2011
Stillwater Sunrise Rotary
Events:

1. Moonlight Golf-What’s Best for Kids
2. Halloween at Boutwells
3. Brewers Bazaar

4. Holiday Party
5. Summer Picnic



6. Choir Practice
7. Multi club event with Stillwater Noon and Lake Elmo Clubs
8. Every Tuesday morning was a special event with wonderful fellowship and networking taking place.

Special Community Projects:
1. Bell Ringing at Christmas
2. Two Highway Clean up events
3. Strive—18 youth participated and as many Rotarians served as mentors.

Youth Exchange:
1. First year to send out bound student from our club; Abby went to Germany.
2. In bound student, Laura, who came from Germany and ended up being the star of our district! 

Rotary Friendship Exchange: Cheryl, Arba-Della and Mel participated in a Rotary Friendship Exchange to Cape Town, 
South Africa.  Cheryl hosted a South African wine tasting event at her home.
Youth Leadership Training: Two Stillwater Area High School students participated in the RYLA training event and came to a meeting to 
express thanks and tell us about the experience.
Foundation:  Stillwater Sunrise had more Paul Harris Fellows than any previous year, exceeded our goals 
for Polio Plus and Fast for Hope and supported several district projects.

1. Paul Harris Fellows
2. Polio Plus
3. Fast for Hope
ى District Grants including Miracle Field Project, Water project in Turkey, Haiti and Kenya.

Grants Committee:  
The club developed a committee to work on local grant requests.  The committee also established funding criteria, created an application form 
on line and reviewed numerous requests for funding.  The following were accepted:

1. SOS Players/YADP presenting plays to the Stillwater Jr High School fall of 2011.
2. Lakeview Health scholarships
3. Community Thread
4. Courage Center St Croix
5. Stillwater Pep Band
6. United Way of Washington County-East
7. Mary Jo Weingarden “What’s Best for Kids “fund
8. Amery Rotary 
9. Good Samaritan Home
10. H2O for Life, Stillwater Jr. High Geography class and their project to build water wells in the Sudan
11. Youth Advantage
12. Wade Krugger, Eagle Scout project
13. United Way of Washington County East

Membership: 
1. We added four new members
2. Orientation was provided to the new members and they quickly became engaged in 

club activities.  

Visioning:  
In January, more than half of the club members participated in an evening of visioning for our clubs future and what we want to be known for.  
This resulted in a plan to be implemented in the coming two years.  
District Governor: Craig served as the District Governor and we threw a wonderful party on a river boat on the St Croix for his induction.  
Steve Madsen: We no longer have Steve wearing the attractive plaid sports coat during fellowship.  This is perhaps the greatest 
accomplishment of the year!!! 

Vocational Visits: Were added back into our morning schedule with a visit to the new Washington County Court 
House and Associated Eye. 



Some members tested new recipes for Josephs…

Service Above Self Awards: Recognizing that each member brings their own skills, interests and personality to 
the work of Rotary as well as the fellowship, each member was recognized for their particular contribution.  A 
mouse pad with the Rotary 4-way Test was given to each person.  

Stillwater Sunrise Rotary gave $14,750 to Foundation and local projects and made a difference in thousands of lives through these 
contributions.
Finally, the club earned the highest honor of the Presidential Citation with Distinction thanks to the high level of engagement and desire to do 
good in our community and in the world.  
Thank you for the privilege of serving as your club president for 2010-2011.  Everyone’s willingness to help out and provide leadership in each 
service area of our club made the year a success.  You are an easy group to lead!  

Arba-Della 
President, 2010-2011

Then  Mark gave his vision for 2011-2012

I.  What does 2011-2012 look like for Stillwater Sunrise Rotary?

Visioning 2011-From Thoughts and Discussions……
……….to Actions and Implementation

January 2011-President Beck engaged Rotary District 5960 to help Facilitate our Visioning Process

January to April- A team of Club Members led by Arba Della and Shari Clifford fine tuned the main elements from the 
Visioning Process.

April Club Assembly-We as a club worked in small groups to dialogue further as to where these the rights goals and objectives for 
our club?

May-June- The team leaders from the Club Assembly captured the essence of the discussions and created SMART
Goals and Objectives --Shared, Measurable, Attainable, Reaching/Challenging and Time Specific

June-July 22nd Board Meeting- The Team Leaders are putting together their 2011-2012 Budget requests that will 
enable them to accomplish their SMART Goals.

Who are the Team Leaders?
Foundation Success-Pete Smith
Club Service-Janis Donnelly
Vocational Service-Val Fisher
Club Fundraiser-Dave Langer
International Service-Dave Newman
Public Relations-Ken McGinley
Community Service-Barbara Tischart

How will we communicate status updates to the Club? Jason Hanlon has agreed to work with the Team 
Leaders to construct a Scorecard for them, their respective Teams and us, the Club.  

Additionally, each Team Leader will periodically update us at a Club meeting so you can get a chance to ask 
questions and get engaged.  

Stay tuned for the dates of their presentations/updates in the Weekly Schedule. 

II. Additional Information Sharing and Communication within the Club-
SMART Goals, Overall Club Goals and Objectives, Calendar of Events……

Stay tuned for updates and information—on the back of the weekly schedule, Newsletter and on the website.

III. Club Leadership-The Board and Club Backbone Functions



A.  The Board
Board Meetings-We will be meeting every two months at Family Means.  All Members of the Club are welcome to 
attend.

Two Classifications of Board members

12-Voting: 
President-Mark Fisher
Past President -Arba Della Beck
President Elect- Dave Langer
Secretary- Brent Voight
Treasurer- Roger Ruetten
Membership Chair-Janis Donnelly
Rotary Foundation-Pete Smith
Public Relations-Ken McGinley
Youth Exchange – Shari Clifford
Service Projects-Paula Williams
Sergeant At Arms-Rick Robbins
Fast for Hope-Dave Newman

10 Non Voting: 
Past District Governor-Craig Leiser
Stillwater Sunrise Grants-Orwin Carter
Past President-Mike Holsten
Fellowship and Club Events-Steve Madsen
Weekly Speaker programs-Tim Trooien

New to Board due to Visioning 2011
Foundation Success-Pete Smith, Voting from above
Club Service-Janis Donnelly, Voting from above
Vocational Service-Val Fisher, Non-Voting
Club Fundraiser-Dave Langer, Voting from above
International Service-Dave Newman, Voting from above
Public Relations-Ken McGinley, Voting from above
Community Service-Barbara Tischart, Non-Voting

SMART Goals Scorecard and tracking-Jason Hanlon
Rotary District Grants Coordinator-Mike Cavallaro
New Generations Pilot project-Bob Gray

B. Club Backbone Function Leaders –
They have all graciously agreed to continue their functions/service for the 2011-2012 year.

a. Weekly Newsletter-Chuck Buehler
b. Weekly Programs-Tim Trooien
c. Webmaster-Ted Nesse
d. Stillwater Sunrise Grants Committee- Orwin Carter, Justin Bonestroo, Mark Fisher
e. Fellowship- Steve Madsen
f. Camp Enterprise/Ryla-Arba Della Beck
g. Polio Plus-Jon Stillman
h. Sergeant At Arms- Rick Robbins
i. Past Presidents group-Carter, McGinley, Holsten, Beck, Fisher, Langer
j. Club Secretary-Brent Voight
k. Club Membership-Janis Donnelly
l. Club Treasurer-Roger Ruetten
m. Youth Exchange-Shari Clifford
n. Halloween Parade-Barbara Tischart
o. Brewers Bazaar-Paula Williams
p. Youth Protection- Don Schuld
q. PR and Press Coverage-Bob Rupp is working with Ken on finding some additional help and a transition
r. Strive and Pep Band- Val Fisher
s. Fast For Hope-Dave Newman and Andy Haak
t. Fundraising Sponsorship-Dean Tibbetts, John Huenink-Paula, Barbara, Dave working/coordinating our 

efforts.
u. Turkey Water Project-John Lennes
v. District and/or Zone responsibilities

Craig Leiser, Jon Stillman, Margie Horning, Ken McGinley, 
Orwin Carter



IV. Five Special initiatives in the 2011-2012 year

1. 2011-2012 RI Theme- Reach Within To Embrace Humanity
New Club Pins

2. New Generations---We submitted a request to become a 
New Generations Pilot Club within Rotary.  

We are one of 200 clubs around the World to get the chance to
See what we can do.

New Generations will fall within the Vocational Service area.   Bob
Gray will lead the effort to guide us along the pathway.  If you’re
interested in learning more….see Bob. 

3. EREY---Roger and Brent have agreed to manage the process.  EREY change collection containers—hand out….Save your 
change…Stay tuned for more to follow.

4. Polio Plus-We will be giving our Speakers a Rotary Certificate thanking them for being a speaker.  
Additionally, we will contribute $10.00 to Polio Plus which will purchase 15 doses. 
Jon Stillman is working on the Certificates.

5. Enhance Working Relationships with other Clubs-
a. Shari is leading a shared Exchange relationship with the other clubs.  More details to follow. 
b. Val is reaching out to other clubs inviting them to be Strive Mentors.  More to follow.  
c. If you have other ideas…please let me or the respective Club Leader know….More to follow. 

V. Announcements and reminders

July 14th Picnic—a Special Thanks to Craig for his year as DG.  Also a chance to say Goodbye to Laura and Hello to 
Abby.   Steve has details and updates.

July 22nd, Board meeting at Family Means

More to follow in the Weekly Schedule, on-line and in the Newsletter. 

JOKE OF THE WEEK 

The day finally arrived. Forrest Gump dies and goes to Heaven. He is at the Pearly Gates, met by St. Peter himself. However, the 
gates are closed, and Forrest approaches the gatekeeper.

St. Peter said, 'Well, Forrest, it is certainly good to see you. We have heard a lot about you. I must tell you, though, that the place 
is filling up fast, and we have been administering an entrance examination for everyone. The test is short, but you have to pass it 

before you can get into Heaven.'

Forrest responds, 'It sure is good to be here, St. Peter, sir. But nobody ever told me about any entrance exam. I sure hope that the 
test ain't too hard. Life was a big enough test as it was.'

St. Peter continued, 'Yes, I know, Forrest, but the test is only three questions.

First:

What two days of the week begin with the letter T?

Second:

How many seconds are there in a year?



Third:

What is God's first name?'

Forrest leaves to think the questions over. He returns the next day and sees St. Peter, who waves him up, and says, 'Now that you 
have had a chance to think the questions over, tell me your answers.'

Forrest replied, 'Well, the first one -- which two days in the week begins with the letter 'T'? Shucks, that one is easy.... That would 
be Today and Tomorrow.'

The Saint's eyes opened wide and he exclaimed, 'Forrest, that is not what I was thinking, but you do have a point, and I guess I did 
not specify, so I will give you credit for that answer..

How about the next one?' asked St. Peter. 
'How many seconds in a year?

Now that one is harder,' replied Forrest, 'but I thunk and thunk about that, and I guess the only answer can be twelve.'

Astounded, St. Peter said, 'Twelve? Twelve? Forrest, how in Heaven's name could you come up with twelve seconds in a year?'

Forrest replied, 'Shucks, there's got to be twelve: January 2nd, February 2nd, March 2nd... '

'Hold it,' interrupts St. Peter. 'I see where you are going with this, and I see your point, though that was not quite what I had in 
mind....but I will have to give you credit for that one, too. Let us go on with the third and final question.

Can you tell me God's first name'?

'Sure,' Forrest replied,

'it's Andy.'

'Andy?' exclaimed an exasperated and frustrated St. Peter. 'Ok, I can understand how you came up with your answers to my first 
two questions, but just how in the world did you come up with the name Andy as the first name of God?'

'Shucks, that was the easiest one of all,' Forrest replied. 'I learnt it from the song,

ANDY WALKS WITH ME,

ANDY TALKS WITH ME,

ANDY TELLS ME I AM HIS OWN.'

St. Peter opened the Pearly Gates, and said:

'Run, Forrest, Run.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



President Ray Klinginsmith- Rotary International 

Governor Craig Leiser - District 5960
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Roger Ruetten, Treasurer
Dave Newman, Fast for Hope

Pete Smith, STRIVE Coordinator
Steve Madson, Club Service

Rick Robbins, Sergeant-at-arms
Janis Donnelly, Membership

Ken McGinley, Past President/Public Relations.
Margie Horning, Foundation

Dave Spencer, Club Programs;
Paula Williams, Youth Exchange

Ted Nesse, Internet Communications
Chuck Buehler, Newsletter Editor

Bob Rupp, Reporter and Assistant Newsletter Editor


