
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB
November 19, 2013

FUTURE MEETINGS

Nov. 26 – Jim Bruton, Prison warden (retired) and author, Ed Simonet
Dec. 3 – Jeff Nelson, “Medicare vs Affordable Care Act (ObamaCare), Chuck Buehler
Dec. 10 – No Regular Meeting (see Future Events below)
Dec. 17 – STRIVE presentation, Brent Voight
Dec. 24 – Holiday, No Meeting
Dec. 31 – Holiday, No Meeting
Jan. 2 – Tri-Club Mixer, Dave Langer

FUTURE EVENTS

Dec. 10 - Holiday Party, Rivertown Inn, Cheryl Kohout

FELLOWSHIP: Shari Clifford

Guests

Oren Danson  Grand Rapids, MN
Don Thomas & Steve Berg, Speakers

Visiting Rotarians:
None today

Make ups
Jon Stillman  GSE & Prior Lake Rotary Club
Craig Leiser  Lake Elmo, Vadnais Heights, & District Grants Committee
Margie Horning  District Grants Committee

Links:
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website
Link to District Website: Rotary District 5960
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Facebook Site: Stillwater Sunrise Rotary FACEBOOK Page

CLUB BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: President Paula Williams

Holiday Party Signup at Rivertown Inn Dec 10, 6:00 PM

No Rotary meeting Dec 24 and Dec 31

Dave Langer asking for interested volunteers to study local transportation project with other Rotary clubs

There will be a multi-club mixer at Lift Bridge Jan 2  wine will be offered as well as beer

Janis Donnelly and Mel Sullivan received their Paul Harris certificates

Thank you letters were received from Shelter Box and Good Samaritan Home for Rotary donations and gift of Kindles.



SERGEANTS AT ARMS:  Bob Gray and Mel Sullivan:

Bob Gray made a football challenge for Gopher fans on Saturday’s game with Wisconsin.  Pay $1 today or $5 next 
week if your team loses??

Jon Stillman noted an article regarding our local hunting hero, Bob Rupp, and his deer hunting trip.  There was no 
mention of Stillwater Sunrise Rotary in the article.  

Craig Leiser boasted that his Washington Huskies defeated both MN and WI in their Rose Bowl conflicts.   We’re thankful that a good number 
of our members were not yet born when Minnesota last appeared in the Rose Bowl.  Craig also asked Mel to sing her Cornhusker fight song to 
honor their loss to Minnesota.  She declined.  Craig also noted that today is the anniversary of the Gettysburg address.

Margie Horning is filing Stillwater Sunrise’s non-profit Tax form 990 today.  

Andy Haak was able to generously pass along his Branson vacation trip to Cheryl and Jingle.  Andy and Carol’s brother in law traveled to MN
from the east coast by ambulance so that he could finish his life in Minnesota.  He passed away this past week.  Unfortunately for Andy’s nose, 
it was damaged when it collided with a closed pocket door in the dark which it did not know was closed until it was too late.

Ned Gordon reported an abundance of surviving pheasants in South Dakota.

Brent Voight reminded that STRIVE will be held on Wednesday at 11:40 AM.

Mel Sullivan reported the passing of her mother and her appreciation for her Rotary family. Also, Mel will become a grandmother once again.

Jon Stillman has graciously provided this information to our newsletter, an explanation of the funds within the Rotary Foundation:
“The various funds in The Rotary Foundation frequently cause some confusion among Rotarians.  This is an attempt to provide clarification for 
Stillwater Sunrise Rotary Club members.
There are basically three funds within the Foundation – the Annual Fund, the Endowment Fund and the PolioPlus Fund.
The Annual Fund (prior name was Annual Programs Fund) provides funds back to the districts for use as the district determines.  The Rotary 
Foundation invests contributions for a three-year period at which time 100% of the donated funds are made available for use. Earnings from 
investments cover most of the administrative costs.  One half of these funds are made available to the district for use on programs of the 
district’s choosing for either district grants or global grants.  Every Rotarian is requested to support the Annual Fund through the Every 
Rotarian Every Year or ERAY program.  Stillwater Sunrise has seen a return on these funds with several projects in which we have 
participated.  
Giving to the Annual Fund provides credit toward earning Paul Harris Fellow recognition.  Sustainers to this fund are Rotarians who give $100 
each and every year.  Paul Harris Fellow Society members are Rotarians who give $1,000 each and every year.  Level one major donors are 
Rotarians who have given $10,000 to the Annual Fund either on a cumulative basis or in a single gift.
The Endowment Fund (prior name was Permanent Fund) retains the base fund and uses only the earnings on projects.  Pledges are often 
made to this fund as a part of estate planning.  A $1,000 gift or pledge receives recognition as a benefactor.  Those Rotarians who pledge or 
give $10,000 become members of the Bequest Society.
The PolioPlus Fund is Rotary’s number one priority and is dedicated solely to the End Polio Now effort. The Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation has agreed to provide a double match for gifts to this fund for up to $35 million a year for the next five years.  Thus $1,000 in cash 
results in $3,000 for the End Polio Now effort.  The Trustees have made a special consideration for this fund and as a result, donors do receive 
Paul Harris Fellow credit but do not receive cumulative credit for major donor status and do not count for the EREY effort.”

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM:

Ed Simonet will introduce Jim Bruton, retired prison warden and author of books on sports.

PROGRAM:

BWBR partner, Don Thomas and designer Steve Berg were our speakers. 

Don and Steve presented a program describing the process of designing the Karner Blue Education Center in Blaine.  The school will be 
located in Blaine near 35W and 95

th
St.  The center is part of District 916 which serves the Stillwater, Spring Lake Park, White Bear Lake, 

North St Paul, and South Washington County school districts.  District 916 provides services which are not generally available within these 
districts.  The center will serve up to 150 students residing within a 20 mile radius. 

The school’s purpose is to provide a place to educate students with emotional behavioral disorders, autism spectrum disorders, and Level 4 
disorders for students in grades K through 8.   The students will learn coping skills and behavior modification in addition to academic subjects.  

Karner Blue is designed as a nature based and place based facility.  The design includes four areas—Forest, Lake, Prairie, and River—each 
with views of nature areas.  BWBR collaborated with school administrators, faculty, staff, and students in creating a unique building in which 
the needs of its students such as natural daylight, acoustics, mechanical systems, safety, intervention areas, calming areas, and places for one 
on one contacts were of primary importance.



Our club member, John Huenink and Kraus Anderson are involved in the construction of the 72,000 square foot building in which there will be 
20 classrooms, 3 individual classrooms, a gym, cafeteria, and arts area.  The cost of the building is $179 per square foot, about $10 to $15 
more than a traditional building.  A similar school is being considered for the Woodbury area.

Joke of the Week

Back on January 9th, a group of Pekin, Illinois,bikers were riding west on I-74 when they saw a girl about to jump off the Murray Baker Bridge .

So they stopped.  George, their leader, a big burly man of 53, gets off his Harley, walks through a group of gawkers, past the State Trooper 
who was trying to talk her down off the railing, and says, "Hey Baby.....whatcha doin' up there on that railin'?" She says tearfully, "I'm going to 
commit suicide!!" 

While he didn't want to appear "sensitive," George also didn't want to miss this "be-a-legend" opportunity either so he asked ..."Well, before 
you jump, Honey-Babe...why don't you give ole George here your best last kiss?" 

So, with no hesitation at all, she leaned back over the railing and did just that ... and it was a long, deep, lingering kiss followed immediately 
by another even better one. 
After they breathlessly finished, George gets a big thumbs-up approval from his biker-buddies, the onlookers, and even the State Trooper, and 
then says, "Wow! That was the best kiss I have ever had, Honey! That's a real talent you're wasting, Sugar Shorts. You could be famous if you 
rode with me. Why are you committing suicide?"

"My parents don't like me dressing up like a girl." 

It's still unclear whether she jumped or was pushed.
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