
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB
September 10, 2013

FUTURE MEETINGS

Sept. 17 – Laura Durenburger-Grunow, Volunteer Manager – Great River Greening, guest of Ed Boeve
Sept. 24 – Dorian Grilley, Executive Director, Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota, guest of Rick Heidick
Oct. 1 – Brook Schaub, Computer Forensics in the Workplace, Guest of Margie Horning
Oct. 8 – District Governor 5960, Gary Campbell, guest of Paula Williams
Oct. 15 – Justin Bonestroo
Oct. 22 – Dan Schmid
Oct. 29 – Brent Peterson, Washington County Historical Society, guest of Jack Gibbons
Nov. 5 – Bruce Goldstrand
Nov.12 – Ned Gordon
Nov. 19 – Pete Smith
Nov. 26 – Ed Simonet
Dec. 3 – Chuck Buehler
Dec. 10 – Holiday Party – Rivertown Inn, Paula Williams
Dec. 17 – STRIVE, guest of Brent Voight

FUTURE EVENTS

November 2, Paul Harris Foundation, District Dinner and fundraiser. 
December 10 - Club Holiday Party, Rivertown Inn

FELLOWSHIP: Craig Leiser

Guests
Matilda Rupp, guest of Bob Rupp
Marilyn Peterson, guest of Del Peterson
Nile Kriesel, guest of Jon Stillman
Jake Holsten, guest of Michael Holsten

Visiting Rotarians:

Ute Buehler, Mpls/Univ. 

Make ups
Cheryl Kohout, Del Peterson, Arba-Della Beck, Rotary Friendship Exchange
Dave Newman, White Bear Lake

Links:
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website
Link to District Website: Rotary District 5960
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Facebook Site: Stillwater Sunrise Rotary FACEBOOK Page

CLUB BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: President Paula Williams

Dave N. reminded us of our own club’s visit to Nicaragua. We have 3 people interested and the deadline is Sept. 15 
to let us know. It is a wonderful opportunity to safely visit a 3

rd
world country. 

Margie announced there is a Group Study Exchange meeting to Sweden on May 2-31 next year. Anyone interested 
contact her. 



SERGEANTS AT ARMS:  Bob Gray and Mel Sullivan:

Bob noted that last week he heard that the group broke into song wishing happy birthdays. Rick as a substitute did 
a great job. 

The Stillwater Ponies will play Cretin Durham Hall this weekend it will be televised on ESPN II. 

Anyone not in the military service is to donate to the Paul Harris Foundation. 

We welcomed back an old member and former Secretary and Newsletter Editor Neil Kriesel. 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR MEMBERS:
In order to better get to know our members, the previous week’s host provides a semi-biographical introduction of the host for this week’s 
program. No introductions this week. 

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM:

Laura Durenburger-Grunow, Volunteer Manager for Great River Greening, will be introduced by Ed Boeve. 

PROGRAM:

Our own Bob Rupp spoke on the Battle of the Bulge. Jon Stillman explained about Bob’s career, including 
his rise to Colonel in the Army. In addition, he was editor of The Farmer, Webb Publishing’s flagship 
magazine, is a past president of the American Agricultural Editor’s Association and a past senior vice 
president of the International Association of Agricultural Journalists. If you Google him, you’ll also find he is 
in the Hall of Fame of the Future Farmers of America and was listed in “Who’s Who” years back. His wife is 
Matilda (Mattie), and he has three children, four grand children and three-and-a-half great grandchildren.

 Bob fought in the Battle of the Bulge, a turning-point-battle of WWII. The Bulge was Hitler’s last hurrah, 
according to Bob. Hitler hatched a plan to split the Allied lines, pushing all the way to the North Sea in a 
surprise attack. His Generals didn’t like the idea but were afraid to tell Hitler so. Hitler enlisted 15-year-olds 
and old men, switched Air Force and Navy personnel into the Army and transferred units from other fronts to 
positions opposite the Allied lines, all under cover of darkness. He attained surprise, attacking along an 85 
– 90-mile front at 5 am on Dec. 16, 1944, a cold, misty, foggy morning.

 The front extended from the heavily-forested Ardennes region around Malmedy and St. Vith, on the north, 
south along the Germany-Belgium-Luxembourg border to near Luxembourg City on the south. Bob was in 
Combat Command A of the 9th Armored Division at the south end of the Bulge. CCB of the 9th was on the 

north end and CCR (Reserve) was in the middle. The 9th was the only armored division on the line at the time the Bulge started. CCB was in 
heavy fighting around Malmedy and St. Vith, an area where an entire battalion of captured American GI’s were machine gunned by a German 
tank battalion while they stood, as prisoners, in a snow-covered field.

 CCA was on the line at the south end of the Bulge, northeast of Luxembourg City. The 3rd Field Artillery Battalion, of which Bob was 
Service Battery C.O., held its position for ten days. During that time, it fired between 26,000 and 27,000 rounds of 105mm ammunition. To get 
that ammunition, Bob offloaded as many of his trucks as possible formed them into two trains of six or seven trucks each, put two drivers in 
each cab and a loading crew in the back. One train was led by Service Battery Exec. Officer, the other by Bob. They each rolled continually, 
night and day, running black-out at night, on 150-turn-arounds between the 3rd’s guns and ammo dumps 70 – 75 miles to the rear.
Fortunately, neither train made a wrong turn and the gun batteries were always in the same place when they got back.

 After 10 days, CCA was given a new mission; to support the 4th Armored Division in driving a wedge into Bastogne, where parts of different 
Allied units had taken a stand after being pushed back by the Germans. Senior officer in Bastogne was B.Gen. McCullough (sp), deputy 
division commander of the 101st Airborne Division. He was the one who replied “Nuts” to a German request to surrender. The 4th AD, 
commanded by MG George Patton, broke through in a couple days, followed by one day by CCA of the 9th.

 CCA put in for an award for its action on the south end of the Bulge, but was turned down. Later, after Russia had collapsed, German battle 
reports were found in Russian archives in which a German Infantry Division commander told how he could not advance on Luxembourg City, 
his first-day’s objective, because of heavy Allied artillery fire. CCA resubmitted its request and was granted the Presidential Unit Citation, 
highest award a unit can receive, in special ceremonies at Ft. Sam Houston, TX in June, 2001. The Battalion Commander, a forward observer 
with two Silver Stars and a Purple Heart, the Fire Direction Center chief and all five battery commanders, including Bob, received PUC’s 56 
years after the war ended. Plus, the 3rd FABn, with CCA, was given credit for anchoring what turned out to be the South Shoulder of the 
Bulge. Men of the 3rd earned 61 Purple Hearts, 10 Silver Stars, 70 Bronze Stars and several foreign-country awards for their actions during 

the Bulge. The Battalion lost only 13 men and officers during its 10-plus months on the line during WWII.  

Joke of the Week

How Do Court Reporters Keep Straight Faces?

These are from a book called Disorder in the Courts and are things people actually said ...in court, word for word, taken down and published by 
court reporters that had the torment of staying calm while the exchanges were taking place.

ATTORNEY: What was the first thing your husband said to you that morning?



WITNESS: He said, 'Where am I, Cathy?'
ATTORNEY: And why did that upset you?
WITNESS: My name is Susan!
_______________________________
ATTORNEY: What gear were you in at the moment of the impact?
WITNESS: Gucci sweats and Reeboks.
____________________________________________
ATTORNEY: Are you sexually active?
WITNESS: No, I just lie there.
____________________________________________
ATTORNEY: What is your date of birth?
WITNESS: July 18th.
ATTORNEY: What year?
WITNESS: Every year.
_____________________________________
ATTORNEY: How old is your son, the one living with you?
WITNESS: Thirty-eight or thirty-five, I can't remember which.
ATTORNEY: How long has he lived with you?
WITNESS: Forty-five years.
_________________________________
ATTORNEY: This myasthenia gravis, does it affect your memory at all?
WITNESS: Yes.
ATTORNEY: And in what ways does it affect your memory?
WITNESS: I forget..
ATTORNEY: You forget? Can you give us an example of something you forgot?
___________________________________________
ATTORNEY: Now doctor, isn't it true that when a person dies in his sleep, he doesn't know about it until the next morning?
WITNESS: Did you actually pass the bar exam?
____________________________________
ATTORNEY: The youngest son, the 20-year-old, how old is he?
WITNESS: He's 20, much like your IQ.
___________________________________________
ATTORNEY: Were you present when your picture was taken?
WITNESS: Are you shitting me?
_________________________________________
ATTORNEY: So the date of conception (of the baby) was August 8th?
WITNESS: Yes.
ATTORNEY: And what were you doing at that time?
WITNESS: Getting laid
____________________________________________
ATTORNEY: She had three children , right?
WITNESS: Yes.
ATTORNEY: How many were boys?
WITNESS: None.
ATTORNEY: Were there any girls?
WITNESS: Your Honor, I think I need a different attorney. Can I get a new attorney?
____________________________________________
ATTORNEY: How was your first marriage terminated?
WITNESS: By death.
ATTORNEY: And by whose death was it terminated?
WITNESS: Take a guess.
___________________________________________
ATTORNEY: Can you describe the individual?
WITNESS: He was about medium height and had a beard
ATTORNEY: Was this a male or a female?
WITNESS: Unless the Circus was in town I'm going with male.
_____________________________________
ATTORNEY: Is your appearance here this morning pursuant to a deposition notice which I sent to your attorney?
WITNESS: No, this is how I dress when I go to work.
______________________________________
ATTORNEY: Doctor, how many of your autopsies have you performed on dead people?
WITNESS: All of them. The live ones put up too much of a fight.
_________________________________________
ATTORNEY: ALL your responses MUST be oral, OK? What school did you go to?
WITNESS: Oral...
_________________________________________
ATTORNEY: Do you recall the time that you examined the body?
WITNESS: The autopsy started around 8:30 PM
ATTORNEY: And Mr. Denton was dead at the time?
WITNESS: If not, he was by the time I finished.



____________________________________________
ATTORNEY: Are you qualified to give a urine sample?
WITNESS: Are you qualified to ask that question?
______________________________________
And last:

ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did you check for a pulse?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: Did you check for blood pressure?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: Did you check for breathing?
WITNESS: No..
ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible that the patient was alive when you began the autopsy?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: How can you be so sure, Doctor?
WITNESS: Because his brain was sitting on my desk in a jar.
ATTORNEY: I see, but could the patient have still been alive, nevertheless?

WITNESS: Yes, it is possible that he could have been alive and practicing law.
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