
 

STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB
November 5, 2013

FUTURE MEETINGS

Nov.12 – Craig Leiser, Trip to Costa Rica, guest of Ned Gordon
Nov. 19 – Don Thomas & Steve Berg of BWBR – Special School Design, guests of Pete Smith
Nov. 26 – Jim Bruton, Prison warden (retired) author – Menagerie of sports books guest of Ed Simonet
Dec. 3 – Chuck Buehler
Dec. 10 – Holiday Party – Rivertown Inn
Dec. 17 – STRIVE, guest of Brent Voight
Dec. 10 – Holiday – No Meeting
Dec. 31 – Craig Leiser

FUTURE EVENTS

October 30, Boutwells Halloween Parade 
November 2, Paul Harris Foundation, District Dinner and fundraiser. 
November 9, Rake a Difference, this Saturday, Ed Boeve

December 10 - Club Holiday Party, Rivertown Inn

FELLOWSHIP: Bill Miller

Guests

Mike and Bev O’Connor, speakers
Judy Goldstrand – guests of Bruce Goldstrand

Visiting Rotarians:

Non

Make ups

Halloween Parade: Ken, Elizabeth, Steve, Paula, Craig, Barbara, Bruce,    
 Tim, Jason, Dave, Margie, Jon, Brent, Ed, Mark, Rick, Dave, Mark, Arba-Della, 
 Lynda, Rick, Mary

Foundation Event – Paula, Jon, Craig, Margie, Jack, Steve.
Jon Stillman – District 6420, Dixon, IL
Craig Leiser – three District Committees; 
Margie Horning – Ghana District meeting;  

Links:
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website
Link to District Website: Rotary District 5960
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Facebook Site: Stillwater Sunrise Rotary FACEBOOK Page

CLUB BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: President Paula Williams



President Paula reported first, our Sunrise Rotary Club received a certificate at last Saturday’s Foundation dinner for being third highest District 
contributor – an average of $267.43 per member.  That money gets matched twice, boosting it to over $600! 

Then Pres. Paula recognized ten members with certificates for pledging $1,000 a year to the IR Foundation.  They included Jeff Robertson, 
Dave Langer, Mark Fisher, Mel Sullivan, Owen Carter, Ned Gordon, Janis Donnelly, Mark Lambert, Pete Smith and Jon Stillman.

Next Paula reported that six Kindle books had been given to members of the Good Samaritan House last week.

Jason Jordan reported the success of another good Halloween Parade, with 320 kids through the line by about 6:30, picking up “treats” from 
100 Boutwells residents – as many as could get chairs and wheel chairs into the Town Centre corridor.  To which Barbara Tischart agreed, 
then announced that Jason would be the new Parade chairman for next year.

Jon Stillman announced that the Parade Purple Pinkie station took in bout $285.

Our Club Nicaragua delegation is still short a couple sign-ups.  Prez Paula says we need six members for the trip to be most effective.

GETTING TO KNOW OUR MEMBERS:
In order to better get to know our members, the previous week’s host provides a semi-biographical introduction of the host for this week’s
program. No introductions this week.  

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM:

Ned Gordon reported that Craig Leiser will tell us about his recent trip to Costa Rica.

PROGRAM: 

Mike and Bev O’Connor, met today’s host Bruce Goldstrand through Bruce’s wife.  Judy and their daughters had picked blueberries at 
O’Connor’s; Bruce was impressed with the operation -- and that’s how today’s talk on the Blueberry Fields of Stillwater came about.

Bev and Mike operate Blueberry Fields as a sustainable farm – one that is conservation oriented, doesn’t pollute, and attracts bees, key to 
pollinating blueberry flowers, with native flowers and grasses. The O’Connor’s came to niche farming from diverse backgrounds – Bev is a 
nurse, although she grew up on a farm; Mike is an actuary. 

They have two acres and 2,000 blueberry plants of five main varieties, selected with the help of UM horticulturists.  They also have two main 
goals, beyond making Blueberry Fields financially successful: (one) to produce a nutritious product in (two) an attractive, peaceful setting.

They have been improving their soil by adding needed nutrients.  Individual plants are in little hills, with fertilize placed directly next to each 
plant.  There is no pollution because: (1) they don’t over-fertilize, (2) they use drip irrigation so there’s no over-supply of water and (3) there’s a 
grass strip around the two acres to catch fertilizer run-off, should there be any. 

From their two acres come big, delicious blueberries, ready for self-pickers for three-to-four weeks, beginning in late July.  “Demand outstrips 
supply,” says Bev.

Getting enough pollinator bees is a problem.  “We have only about one-tenth the numbers we should have when flowers are in bloom,” Bev 
told the Sunrise members.  To rectify that, they plant more native perennial flowers that bloom at the right time.  They are also developing plots 
of more permeable soil to encourage bumble bees, which are ground-dwellers, to make their burrows at Blueberry Fields. And they have 
imported some bees from a Michigan supplier.

To attract customers, they have added picnic tables and one shelter to encourage more family outings, “where people can come and enjoy 
each other” with no loud electronics to be heard, anywhere.

If you want to try picking blueberries next July, Blueberry Fields is at 9450 Mendel Road, Stillwater; bev@blueberryfieldsofstillwater.com, 651-
351-0492.

Joke of the Week

A London lawyer runs a stop sign and gets pulled over by a Glasgow copper.

He thinks that he is smarter than the cop because he is a lawyer from LONDON and is certain that he 
has a better education than any Jock cop.
He decides to prove this to himself and have some fun at the Glasgow cops expense!!

Glasgow cop says, " Licence and registration, please."

London Lawyer says, "What for?"

Glasgow cop says, "Ye didnae come to a complete stop at the stop sign."

London Lawyer says, "I slowed down, and no one was coming."



Glasgow cop says, "Ye still didnae come to a complete stop. Licence and registration, please"

London Lawyer says, "What's the difference?"

Glasgow cop says, "The difference is, ye huvte come to complete stop, that's the law, Licence and 
registration, please!"

London Lawyer says, "If you can show me the legal difference between slow down and stop, I'll give 
you my licence and registration and you give me the ticket. If not, you let me go and don't give me the 
ticket."

Glasgow cop says, "Sounds fair. Exit your vehicle, sir."

The London Lawyer exits his vehicle.

The Glasgow cop takes out his baton and starts beating the living shit out of the lawyer and says,
"Dae ye want me to stop, or just slow doon?"
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