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STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
December 9, 2014 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

Dec. 16-Holiday Party, Rivertown Inn - Cheryl Kohout, No Meeting in Morning 
Dec. 23 - Naaima Khan, Islamic Resource Group - Ned Gordon 
Dec. 30th - Dan Schmid, Churchill Polar Bears - Orwin Carter 
Jan. 6 -  Ted Kozlowski, New Mayor of Stillwater, - Chuck Buehler 
Jan. 13 - Sara Damon, Stillwater Junior - H2O for Life - Water for the Sudan Project - Peter Smith 
Jan. 20 - TBD Ed Simonet 

FUTURE EVENTS 
  
Dec. 10th - Salvation Army Bell Ringing outside Cub..4-6 PM 
Dec.16th - Holiday Party, Bring a White Elephant in the theme of “Light Up.” 6 PM,  Rivertown Inn , 306 Olive St W, 
Stillwater, MN  55082-4932. 


FELLOWSHIP: Pete Smith 

Guests 

Fred Stortie and John Halley, speakers 

Visiting Rotarians: 

None 

Make ups  

Craig Leiser, Rotary International President Visiting Committee  

Links: 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Facebook Site: Stillwater Sunrise Rotary FACEBOOK Page 

CLUB BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: President Steve Madsen 

This is a reminder that there will not be a regular Tuesday morning meeting on the 16th.  Instead we will have our 
Holiday Party at The Rivertown Inn, 306 Olive St W Stillwater, MN  55082-4932.  
It will be from 6:00pm until 8:30pm… appetizers will be served and we will also have the White Elephant Gift 
Exchange.  The theme is “Light Up Rotary” and so bring a wrapped gift related to lighting something up…makes 
sense.  Here are the directions from Cheryl, our party organizer:

Gifts will be wrapped and we will play dice for them. U have to get doubles to choose a gift. When everyone has one 
they can open and take home. 
Also Ute has planned a game for us to participate in that should be fun! 

Collection was taken up for the Schoonover family in remembrance of their son Patrick who passed away recently. 
Write checks out to Stillwater Rotary or the Foundation. Dave Langer is the coordinator.  

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=98339060740#/pages/Stillwater-Sunrise-Rotary-Club/98339060740


We have enough people signed up for the Bell ringing according to Justin. Dec. 10th, 4-6 PM in front of Cub. Come if interested, we can 
always use more. 

We passed around an envelope for the Waitresses.  

As noted in the mailing from the District, the Rotary International President is visiting the Twin Cities. Much information on the District Website.  
Reception and Dinner is Thursday, Jan. 8, 5:30 - 8:30 PM, St. Paul Hotel, Cost $40 per person. Steve demonstrated the happy days clap.  

A committee has been formed to help Josephs with their menu items for our meetings. The committee includes, Justin, Janice, Barbara, Paula, 
and Lynda. They will meet after this meeting.   

Jon Stillman gave an update on the Polio Plus. We have worldwide 316 cases to date compared to 355 cases last year. Most of the cases are 
in Pakistan. Nigeria is looking very positive with 2 years going on 3 with no new cases.  

Steve is trying to setup a Past Presidents meeting.  

SERGEANTS AT ARMS: Rick 

Rick asked for donations in memory of the Badgers plus support for the Gophers. 

Arba-Della thanked all for the gifts for Landfall. It is the one year anniversary of Dave Langer’s fall and she was 
glad that he is back.  

Mark Fischer noted that all the big Ten teams are underdogs in the upcoming bowl games.  

Paula’s son was selected to be on the true National LaCross Team 

Jim has a birthday next week.  

Barb Tischart missed Dave’s laugh when he was gone.  

Steve has shaved, also there is a board meeting this Friday.  

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM 

The annual Christmas Party at the Rivertown Inn 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR MEMBERS: 

Rich Cummings was raised in Hanley Falls MN and actually was a teacher there. He attended Augsburg and the University of Minnesota. He 
was in the Navy for a short time and spent sometime working for 3M. He is presently a Financial Advisor with Morgan Stanley. He and his wife 
have 4 children and 8 grandchildren.  

PROGRAM: 

Our guest, Fred Stortie brought along John Halley, one of the owners of Chilkoot Cafe and Cyclery, to help him with a demo of the bikes in this 
sophisticated biking world. Fred has a daughter who lives in Australia. He has been Senior Masters Champion in the State 5 times and 3 time 
Senior State Road Champion.  
He brought along some interesting quotes, “I do my best thinking while riding a bike” Albert Einstein. Prior to biking, Fred was a Viet Nam 
draftee, and did a lot of long distance running. However a bad knee got him into cycling .  
Every Saturday he is up at 6:15 to do a 47 mile Grand Performance run with the Twin Cities Bike Club. He is a category 3 Professional where 1 

is best and 5 is at the bottom.  

He has been a principal in the Roseville District and 
taught in many other places. He presently lives on 
Square Lake. He showed several bikes and explained 
their use including a fat tire bike for winter. These bikes 
are very light anywhere from 13 - 17 lbs. The key is to 
have an excellent power to weight ratio when you are 
on the bike. He mentioned some key people in the 
bicycle world who are in big-time racing, Greg LaMond 
and Steve Hed who invented the aerodynamic tire who 
recently passed away and had such people like 
LaMond and Armstrong at his funeral here in the Twin 
Cities just a few weeks ago.  



Joke of the Week  

  
“Time  is like a river. You cannot touch the same water twice, because the flow that   
has passed will never pass again. Enjoy every moment of life.”    
   
As a  bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a funeral director to  play at a  
graveside service  for a homeless man. He had no family or friends, so the  
service was to  be at a pauper's cemetery in  the Nova Scotia back country.  

As  I was not familiar with the backwoods, I got lost and, being a typical  man, I didn't stop for directions.  

I  finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had evidently gone  and  
the hearse was nowhere  in sight. There were only the diggers and crew left and they were eating  lunch. I felt badly and apologized 
to the men for being late.   

I  went to the side of the grave and looked down and the vault lid was  already in place. I didn't know what else to do, so I started to 
play.   

The  workers put down their lunches and began to gather around. I played out my  heart and soul for this man with no family and 
friends. I played like I've  never played before for this homeless man.  

And  as I played "Amazing Grace", the workers began to weep. They wept, I wept,  we all wept together. When I finished, I packed up 
my bagpipes and started  for my car. Though my head was hung low, my heart was full.  

As  I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, "I never seen  anything like that before, and I've been putting in 
septic tanks for twenty years."   

Apparently,  I'm still lost....it's a man thing.  

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-
President Gary C.K. Huang, Rotary International 

  Governor Karel Weigl- District 5960 

2014-2015 STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB BOARD 

Steve Madsen, President 
Shari Clifford, President-Elect 
Paula Williams, Past President 

Janis Donnelly, Secretary 
Roger Ruetten, Treasurer 

Dave Newman, Fast for Hope 
Pete Smith, Rotary Foundation 

Bob Gray, Mel Sullivan, Sergeants-at-Arms 
Jack Gibbons, Membership 

Ken McGinley, Public Relations 
Brett Emmons, Youth Exchange 

Chuck Buehler, Newsletter Editor


