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STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
January 20, 2015 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

Jan. 27 - Brent Peterson, Exec. Dir. Washington County Historical Society - Dave Spencer 
Feb. 3 - Lonnie Strand, Peace Education Coordinator, World Citizen, Inc. - Mary Parcheta 
Feb. 17 - Dr. Jennifer R. Reynolds, Doctor of Audiology Stillwater Medical Group, - Jim Meier 
Feb. 24- Mary Divine, Pioneer Press reporter, - Lynda Halbert 
March 3 - Sheryl Hill, Executive Director Clear Cause (Protect Students Abroad) - Ute Buehler 
March 10 - Dr. Steve Lane, AEC New Cataract Technoelogy-Intraocular lens, Lasers/Telescope - Mark Fisher 

FUTURE EVENTS 
  

FELLOWSHIP: Steve Madsen 

Guests 

Anne Simonet guest of Ed Simonet 
Bia -  our exchange student  
Eli Greiner Quiett guest of Shari 
Brent Wartner - speaker hosted by Ed Simonet 

Visiting Rotarians: 
  
None 

Make ups  

Margie Horning, John Lennes and Craig Leiser, Grants and DR7CC ??????? 
Jon Stillman, RCI President’s Dinner 
Rich Cummings - Stillwater Noon 
Dave Newman - Fast for Hope 

Links: 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Facebook Site: Stillwater Sunrise Rotary FACEBOOK Page 

CLUB BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: President Steve Madsen 

This Friday is the Taste of Stillwater sponsored by the Noon Rotary. Details on the Website   
Taste of Stillwater 

The Mid-Term convention is coming up. It is January 30 and 31st at the Roseville Raddison Hotel on Cleveland Ave. The District website has 
all the details including agenda. (see above).  

We sang happy birthday to Bea our exchange student who turns 18 tomorrow.  

http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=98339060740#/pages/Stillwater-Sunrise-Rotary-Club/98339060740
http://www.stillwatersampler.com/


Pete Smith gave a foundation update, we have 41% of our members who have given . We need to reach 100% by March.  

SARGENT AT ARMS: Bob Gray 

Craig noted that in the last two weeks world-wide no new case of Polio.  

Steve noted that Pete Smith’s architect firm has been selected to upgrade facilities in the School District.  

Bob Gray had to contribute because his picture was in the presentation last week.  

Steve donated in memory of the belly flop by the Packers on Sunday. Fan Jon Stillman chipped in.  

Ute and Chuck leave for Mexico on Saturday.  

Craig celebrated Seattle’s win since he has ties to the state of Washington.  

Poor Mel had money to donate but Bob was not looking in her direction.  
 
NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM 

Brent Peterson, from the Washington County Historical Society will be here to talk about Stillwater 
Natives involved in the Military. He will be hosted by Dave Spencer.  

GETTING TO KNOW OUR MEMBERS: 

Ed Simonet is a graduate of Stillwater Area High School, attended University of Minnesota Duluth and 
got his law degree from So. Dakota. He and his wife have 2 children.  

PROGRAM:  

The subject of the talk today was the break in of a house in Little Falls, MN where two teenagers were 
shot by a homeowner. The trial of the Homeowner, Bryon Smith, was whether he was guilty of murder 
or simply protecting his house.  
Brent Wartner, the first assistant Washington County Attorney, told us about the trial and how the 
prosecution presented its’ case. Brent was co-counsel on the case.  
It was at first site a case of a man protecting the property but as the trial developed the Prosecution 
demonstrated with evidence… 
1. Mr. Smith lay in wait for the break-in since he and a neighbor were convinced the neighboring Williams family young daughter was home 

from school and involved in previous break-ins.  
2. Mr. Smith purposely moved his car to give the impression he was not at home.  
3. The waiting area, like a deer stand, with guns was evident. Audio taping by Mr. Smith supported the evidence of intentional homicide.  
4. After killing both with several shots including shots to the head close range, he did not report to the police what happened until a day later.  
5. Other evidence including a bar set near the break-in window, blood spattered carpet covered etc.. 

The jury was not out for long and Mr. Smith was found guilty of murder and sent to jail for life.  

Joke of the Week  

THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  

My husband and I had been happily married (most of the time) for five years but hadn't been blessed with a baby. I decided to do some serious 
praying and promised God that if he would give us a child, I would be a perfect mother, love it with all my heart and raise it with His word as my 
guide.  

God answered my prayers and blessed us with a son.  
The next year God blessed us with another son.  
The following year, He blessed us with yet another son.  
The year after that we were blessed with a daughter.  
My husband thought we'd been blessed right into poverty.  

We now had four children, and the oldest was only four years old. I learned never to ask God for anything unless I meant it. As a minister once 
told me, "If you pray for rain, make sure you carry an umbrella." I began reading a few verses of the Bible to the children each day as they lay 
in their cribs. I was off to a good start. God had entrusted me with four children and I didn't want to disappoint Him. I tried to be patient the day 
the children smashed two dozen eggs on the kitchen floor searching for baby chicks.  

I tried to be understanding...  

When they started a hotel for homeless frogs in the spare bedroom,  although it took me nearly two hours to catch all twenty-three frogs .  



When my daughter poured ketchup all over herself and rolled up in a blanket to see how it felt to be a hot dog, I tried to see the humor rather 
than the mess..  
In spite of changing over twenty-five thousand diapers, never eating a hot meal and never sleeping for more than thirty minutes at a time, I still 
thank God daily for my children.  
While I couldn't keep my promise to be a perfect mother - I didn't even come close...I did keep my promise to raise them in the Word of God.  
I knew I was missing the mark just a little when I told my daughter we were going to church to worship God, and she wanted to bring a bar of 
soap along to "wash up" Jesus, too.  
Something was lost in the translation when I explained that  
God gave us everlasting life, and my son thought it was generous of God to give us his "last wife."  

My proudest moment came during the children's Christmas pageant.  
My daughter was playing Mary, two of my sons were shepherds and my youngest son was a wise man. This was their moment to shine.  
My five-year-old shepherd had practiced his line, "We found the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes."  
But he was nervous and said, "The baby was wrapped in wrinkled clothes." 
My four-year-old "Mary" said, "That's not 'wrinkled clothes,' silly. That's dirty, rotten clothes."  
A wrestling match broke out between Mary and the shepherd and was stopped by an angel, who bent her halo and lost her left wing.  
I slouched a little lower in my seat when Mary dropped the doll representing Baby Jesus, and it bounced down the aisle crying, "Mama-
mama."  
Mary grabbed the doll, wrapped it back up and held it tightly as the wise men arrived.  
My other son stepped forward wearing a bathrobe and a paper crown, knelt at the manger and announced, "We are the three wise men, and 
we are bringing gifts  
of gold, common sense and fur."  
The congregation dissolved into laughter, and the pageant got a standing ovation.  
"I've never enjoyed a Christmas program as much as this one," laughed the pastor, wiping tears from his eyes  
"For the rest of my life, I'll never hear the Christmas story without thinking of gold, common sense and fur."  
"My children are my pride and my joy and my greatest blessing," I said as I dug through my purse for an aspirin.  

Have a very Merry Christmas 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
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