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STILLWATER SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB 
April 21, 2015 

Bell Ringing, Pledge and Four-Way Test led by President Steve Madsen 

Invocation by Doug Pepin 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

April 29 - Wednesday, El Corozo Group from Nicaragua, Lake Elmo Event Center, 7 AM - Andy Haak 
May 5 - Tom Triplett, President Triplett consulting - John Lennes 
May 12 - Bia Ninin, Exchange Student from Brazil - Del Peterson 
May 19 - STRIVE Presentation - Brent Voight 
May 26 - Carolyn Sorenson, Work Based Learning, Stillwater Schools - Dean Tibbets 
June 2 - Laurie Schneider , What’s Happening to the Pollinators and what can we do? - Don Schuld 
June 9 - Janis Donnelly 
June 16 - Jenny West, Family Means, Dementia Friendly City/Campus - Bob Rupp 
June 23 - Dave Newman 
June 30 - Marna Canterbury, Power-up Health Initiative and “I’m OK” mental health awareness - Rick Robbins 
July 7 - Steve Madsen, year end summary and passing of the gavel to Shari Clifford 
July 14 - Mike Isensee, Manager, Upper St. Croix Watershed Management District - Nancy Lyner 
July 21 - Arba-Della Beck 

FUTURE EVENTS 
April 22, Tri-club Fundraiser Lake Elmo Event Center, “Who makes the best Martini?” 6 PM 
April 30 - May 2, District Conference, Kahler Hotel, Rochester, MN 
May 16, Brewers Bazaar 

FELLOWSHIP:  Jason Hanlon 

Guests: 
Denny Bloom – Guest of Bob Gray 
Eli Quist and Bia – guest of Shari Clifford 
Tom Nelson, Interim Superintendent of Stillwater Schools – hosted by Bob Gray 

Make ups  

Craig Leiser – (5) Lake Elmo, Rochester, DGSC, Roadside, Conf Committee 
Roadside cleanup crew 
Margie, Shari, Dave N, Rick Robbins – Nicaragua welcome 
Lennes, Margie - Grants 

Links: 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise website: Stillwater Sunrise Website 
Link to District Website:  Rotary District 5960 
Link to International Web site: Rotary International Website 
Link to Stillwater Sunrise Facebook Site: Stillwater Sunrise Rotary FACEBOOK Page 
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http://www.stillwatersunriserotary.org/
http://www.rotary5960.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=98339060740#/pages/Stillwater-Sunrise-Rotary-Club/98339060740


 
CLUB BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: President Steve Madsen 

• Thank you to Mark & Irene for hosting the Highway Pick-up on April 18 
•  Challenge is April 22 at the Lake Elmo Event Center – 6:00 pm 
• Brewers Bazaar Meeting is Thursday, April 23 at 5:30 at Lift Bridge 

Brewery 
• El Corozo Group meeting is April 29 at the Lake Elmo Event  Center 

at 7:00am – NOTE this meeting is a Wednesday morning and not a 
Tuesday. 

• District Conference is April 30 – May 2 – consider partial or full 
attendance.  Great opportunity for all Rotarians. 

• Volunteer opportunity at Valley Outreach on Saturday, May 9 to sort food 
that postal workers have collected.   

• Strive recruitment is currently going on; will expect to need more mentors 
as opening up opportunity for two years rather than just one. 

• See Orwin for Raffle tickets – first prize described by Jack – beautiful 
condo in Lake Taho 

• Volunteers needed to promote Brewer’s Bazaar at other Rotary clubs.  
Sign up poster is available 

• Mel announced that St. Croix Orthopedics will be formally announcing a 
merger with Twin Cities Orthopedics.  The combined name will be Twin 
City Orthopedics  - two strong, independent agencies combined into one.   

Sergeant at ARMS:  Bob Gray and Mel Sullivan: 

Bob led the sharing – Some of the items were: 
•Rick’s birthday – “Happy Birthday” was led by Linda 
•Del forgot Roadside cleanup 
•Lennes’ son involved with improv theatre will be on national TV 
•
Jack Gibbons was helped by Ted Nesse to get on the Stillwater Rotary Website. He thought it was wonderful.  

Craig L. had a chance to present the Costa Rica program with Ranger Stein to Walter Mondale. The result is that 
he will be going to Washington D.C. to present the program to our two congress representatives. Great job.  

Bill Miller was so impressed the way our club reacts to a crisis with so much energy. Thank you, Thank You.  

GETTING TO KNOW OUR MEMBERS:  

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM: 

El Corozo Group meeting is Wednesday, April 29 at the Lake Elmo Event Center at 7:00am 

PROGRAM:  

 Gray introduced our speaker, Tom Nelson, who has stated that he “failed at retirement” having come out of 
retirement several times to serve as interim superintendents.  Two of the times were at Stillwater; once in 
2010 and now again in 2014.  Tom began his presentation by stating one of his core beliefs – “A good 
community equals good schools and likewise, good schools form a good community.”   

Tom explained the need for a referendum vote for significant change will be held on May 12.  A committee 
was formed in January of 2014 and held over 40 meetings to resolve the needed changes.  Basically 
academics are at the heart of the bond request.  The main elements of the request are to: 
1.Provide for ninth graders to attend the high school.  Currently 9th graders are bussed to the high school for 
AP classes and sports after school.  All but 2 high schools in the metro area house students 9 – 12 in their 
high schools.   
2.Sixth graders will be a part of a middle school.  The trend in nearly all schools is the middle school model 
rather than the junior high school.   
3.There will be room in the elementary schools then to offer preschool education to all children. 
4.Several classrooms need renovation such as the science labs at the high school which currently are 
crowded and need updating 
5.Fields and gym spaces for both physical education, sports, and recreation will be added 
6.A new elementary school would serve the growing population in Afton-Lake Elmo – Woodbury growth.  This 
would be partially funded by selling our part of Valley Crossing Community School  



Joke of the Week  

The real story: 
  
Osama Bin Laden was living with 3 wives in one compound and never left the house for 5 years. 
It is now believed he called the Navy Seals himself. 
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