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2023 Connecting to the Community Grant Winners

Walnut Way Conservation Corp — 55,000

Walnut Way Conservation Corp. is a resident-led neighborhood organization located in Milwaukee’s north side
Lindsay Heights neighborhood. The Equity Program (AEP) provides affordable computers and digital literacy to
Lindsay Heights residents through an exciting new partnership with PCs for People, Microsoft AirBand, and
EveryoneOn. This project allows Walnut Way to create a platform for increasing the digital literacy and
competency of residents over time and is an essential component to the overall vision of racial equity and
access, as it impacts education, employment, healthcare, civic participation, and access to goods and services.

Kinship Community Food Center — $5,000

Kinship Community Food Center is a community food center that engages volunteers and neighborhood
residents to end hunger, isolation, and poverty. Research shows that shoppers care deeply about the
nutritional quality of food options in pantries and are supportive of strategies to help them make healthier
choices. As such, Kinship is a choice market where shoppers select from an assortment of fresh breads, fruits
and vegetables, quality meats, and other staple foods. Beyond the fresh food market, Kinship integrates health
education, cooking demonstrations, a breakfast/dinner bar, and connections to community resources. Through
frequent visits to the fresh food market, people build community, improve their health, and address other areas
of instability.

Sojourner Family Peace Center — $2,500

Sojourner strives to ensure the safety of survivors of domestic violence and provide a pathway out of violence
through opportunities to make positive and lasting changes for survivors and their children. Often survivors
become homeless when leaving their abuser. Sojourner offers assistance with security deposits and first
month’s rent to help survivors cover the costs associated with gaining their independence. For many domestic
violence survivors, securing basic necessities while navigating violence is a challenge faced daily. Without
access to safety, shelter, and reliable sources of food, a survivor’s physical and mental health remain at risk.
Sojourner connects survivors to resources and education that can redirect the course of their lives. Living
without fear, gaining confidence, obtaining a place to live and food to nourish their bodies and minds are
attainable goals and something every person deserves.

Pathfinders — $5,000

Without a safe place to sleep each night, every homeless young person in Milwaukee faces enormous barriers
to well-being. Housing instability takes a massive toll on young people — research shows that experiencing
homelessness early in life is one of the strongest predictors of a lifetime of housing instability, trauma, poor
health, and poverty. Though largely invisible, estimates indicate that about 15,000 Milwaukeeans under age 26
(more than 5,000 of whom are MPS students) experience homelessness each year. Pathfinders knows that safe
and stable housing is essential to end youth homelessness in Milwaukee. This grant will support Pathfinder’s
Supported Housing program, a critical component of in the spectrum of services, investing in safe and stable
housing for young adults ages 16-25 using the evidence-based Housing First approach.

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin — $10,000

In honor of the Rotary Club of Milwaukee’s 110th anniversary, a special grant was awarded to Feeding
American Eastern Wisconsin, a legacy project of the Club. Founded as Second Harvest of Wisconsin, Feeding
America now works collaboratively with their network of pantries and meal sites, volunteers, community



leaders, and other partners to ensure people not only have enough healthy, nutritious food to eat, but also
have the resources to build a pathway to stability. 1 in 8 people—and 1 in 5 children—do not know where their
next meal is coming from in Wisconsin. With this grant, Feeding America will eliminate their Shared
Maintenance Fee, which will help pay for the costs of transporting, handling and storing donated food. This will
remove barriers to distributing food at local pantries throughout the state.

Nearby Nature Milwaukee — $2,500

Nearby Nature Milwaukee promotes environmental equity by focusing on education and engagement in the
African American community. A history of systemic racism has left the Lincoln Creek Greenway neighborhoods
lacking access and amenities that are abundant on greenways in white communities. Specifically focusing on
“Hopkins Hollow”, Nearby Nature is working on a half-acre urban prairie restoration, the maintenance of a
volunteer-built demonstration trail and wildlife surveys, developing the space into a living laboratory and
educational nature preserve.

Sharp Literacy — $5,000

Established in 2014, SHARP’s Summer Learning Program (SLP) partners with Community Learning Centers and
MPS, providing innovative hands-on programming to combat students loss of academic progress over the
summer due to lack of educational opportunities or “summer slide”. The eight-week art and technology-based
program serves 1,000 K-5th graders, keeping children engaged and learning — developing skills, exploring new
interests and building relationships — positively impacting academic and personal growth. SLP helps address
educational disparities, giving students from low-income families opportunities. To mitigate ongoing pandemic-
related learning loss, we focus on narrowing academic gaps, providing activities that address social/emotional
learning (SEL), providing a purposeful and joyful summer experience.

River Revitalization Foundation (RRF) — $10,000 (2023 and 2024)

In honor of the Rotary Club of Milwaukee’s 110th anniversary, a special grant was awarded to the River
Revitalization Foundation (RRF), a legacy project of the Club. The RRF was co-founded by the Rotary Club of
Milwaukee and Kiwanis in 1994 to revitalize the neighborhoods surrounding Milwaukee’s three rivers and to
improve water quality. A signature initiative of RRF is the Summer Internship Program which offers
employment opportunities for high school students, specifically targeting students of color. The program
provides environmentally focused work experience such as restoring wildlife habitat, improving public access
and promoting recreation in our urban greenspaces. The interns also lead groups of volunteers assisting with
projects in the field and lead hikes along the trails in the river valley to build a sense of community and
engagement. Participation in the program works toward dismantling racism within the conservation field, a
sector with the current majority white, by building a conservation ethic in young folks that will be the future
leaders in the field. In 2022, interns enhanced 7 acres of urban wildlife habitat, maintained 1-mile of trail and
led 16 volunteer work days, among other accomplishments.
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Milwaukee Academy of Science - $10,000

Students and families at Milwaukee Academy of Science have been disproportionately impacted by the
pandemic. This school year, academic leaders noticed a significant drop in elementary literacy scores due to
extended virtual learning during formative years and inconsistent attendance. This grant will fund an early
literacy intervention program called Next Level Novas. This program allows for one-on-one tutoring that meets
the specific needs identified by teachers and administrators of K4-2nd grade students.

YWCA of Southeastern WI - $5,000

YWCA SEW's has #0neMission: to eliminate racism and empower women. Its Economic Empowerment
Program serves this work with three current pillars: Adult Education, Personal Financial Literacy, and the
Opportunity Advancement Center. This grant will support the creation of a new mentoring program. This
expanded mentoring model will be designed with the input of the program participants themselves beginning
this summer and is supported by a collaboration of funders (including Milwaukee Rotary) through 2024.

Acts Housing - $5,000

Families who purchase homes with the support of Acts programs create stability, financial security, and
generational wealth by exiting the rental market and reducing monthly housing expenses. These extra funds
can be used to purchase food, repair a vehicle, or invest in the home. Acts Housing provides financial
education, lending support, real estate services and home rehab coaching all under one roof. This improves the
likelihood of success because families receive a more comprehensive experience and Acts team members are in
constant communication bringing additional expertise and resources to the table.

Money Coach, SecureFutures - $5,000

Studies show a lack of financial literacy among Wisconsin residents - many living paycheck to paycheck with a
lack of emergency savings. Money Coach, a one-of-a-kind financial mentoring program provided through
SecureFutures, provides teens from under-resourced Milwaukee communities with the coaching and guidance
needed to develop strong money management habits and long-term financial capability. Teens are matched
with volunteer mentors from the business community who teach financial literacy and provide one-on-one
guidance. Students have the opportunity to earn a college/career scholarship giving them the opportunity to
practice managing money while working alongside a trusted, caring coach.

Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity Women Build -- $5,000

Milwaukee is in the midst of an affordable housing crisis. The most common barriers to homeownership include
large down payments, rising housing costs, and denial of affordable loans. Milwaukee Habitat helps families
become first-time homebuyers. Habitat homeowners help build their own homes alongside volunteers and pay
an affordable mortgage. The Milwaukee Habitat Women Build will bring together women from across the
area August 3rd - 6th to build homes and break down barriers alongside future homeowners.
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