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EDUCATION

ÅDoctorof Optometry

ïSUNY Collegeof 
Optometry

ÅOcularDiseaseResidency

ïWoodhullMedical
Center & SUNY College
of Optometry



Reflected on
What Mattered 

Most

ÅGIVING BACK: 
One of my 
Guiding Values



Life-
Changing 
Journey



Into the Himalayas



People Walked For Hours 
For Eye Care



Bringing Access to Eye Care Via
Portable Eye Clinic



Local
Volunteers
Learned & 
Assisted



Examining those in Need



Patients waited ALL DAY to have 
their eye issues resolved







PATIENTS SUFFERING FROM 
VARIOUS EYE CONDITIONS





Back In the USA

ÅTurned Down Full-Time Job Offers

ÅTook on Multiple Part-Time Jobs

ïFlexibility to Serve anywhere

ïPay Bills & LOANS



SERVING FROM EYE CAMPS TO 
VILLAGES

ÅUSA: NYC, West Virginia, California 
ÅIndia
ÅNepal
ÅPeru
ÅHaiti
ÅTanzania
ÅHonduras
ÅGuatemala
ÅMexico
ÅDominican Republic
ÅLebanon
ÅIndonesia



HAITI







2008: 1st Trip to Fond-des-Blancs 
(FDB), Haiti

ÅRita Russo, a retired nurse, started the 1st eye 
mission to FDB & recruited the volunteers.



2008-2014: Eye Missions across of 
Haiti





Eye Care Essentially Non-existent in 
Haiti

ÅExtreme Poverty

ÅLack of Providers

ÅScarcely available Eye Care in Large Cities

ïFew Private Practices in Port-au-Prince

ï1 private practice in other 3 large cities



2012:

STARTED WORKING 
TOWRDS CREATING THE

1st FULLL-TIME EYE CLINIC IN 

FOND-DES-BLANCS, HAITI



In 2015, I funded the building of the 
1st Full-Time eye clinic in rural Haiti 

within the local hospital in FDB, 
Haiti.

GOAL:

ÅCreate access in rural area

ÅDevelop a Sustainable Program







STARTED SMALL IN 2015

ÅUNFINISHED, BAREBONE STRUCTURE

ïNO utilities: No electricity or water

ÅONLY PORTABLE EQUIPMENT

ÅNO TRAINED STAFF

ÅNO PATIENTS





BEGAN 
TRAINING





1st Set of 
Stationary
Equipment



WE GREW RAPIDLY
ÅExtensive Collaboration developed with 

companies, doctors, educators in the USA



WELL-EQUIPPED CLINIC

Å11 eye exam room of equipment

ÅAdvanced Diagnostic Testing Equipment

ÅAdvanced Lasers for: 

ïGlaucoma, diabetes, other conditions



OUR IMPACT AS OF DEC 2024

ÅCare for 100 patients daily

Å> 120,000free eye examsperformed

Å> 6,150 lasers & Injections

ÅThousands of Treatments Preventing 
Blindness & Vision loss in THOUSANDS 
who had no where else to turn.



LOCALS STAFF TRAINED
Extensive Training

ÅLectures 
ïAnatomy & Physiology, Pathology, Systemic 

Conditions, Diagnostic Testing, etc

ÅHands-On Clinical Skills

ÅOnline Continuing Education Courses

ÅRESULTS:Staff now performs eye exams on par 
with international standards



Staff IndependentlyDeliversHigh 
Quality Care



Manages High Volume of Eye 
Diseases

ÅGlaucoma 
ÅCataracts
ÅInfections
ÅTrauma
ÅPediatric eye diseases
ÅTumors
ÅHigh blood pressure
ÅDiabetes
ÅSickle Cell
ÅMalnutrition
ÅToxicity









Community
Education



Preventative Programs

Å1st Retinopathy of Prematurity Screening 
Program in Haiti

ïStarted in 2019

ïPrevents blindness in premature babies

ïScreen 1500 babies a year

ÅPediatric Vision Screening: 0-19 years old

ïStarted in 2021



Achievements
ÅUnique Model Empowering the Community

ïHigh-Quality Care in rural Haiti

ïFree Consults & Free Medications

ïLocal Training

ïPreventative Programs

ÅCOST EFFECTIVE: Treat 12,000-15,000 
people annually for < $50,000.
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ÅCurrent Facility Needs to be Vacated 

ÅNEW, PERMANENT LOCATION NEEDED

ÅAT A CROSSROADS

ïBUILD a new permanent eye clinic & relocate 

OR

ïDISCONTINUE EYE CARE SERVICES



COMMUNITY SUPPORT

ÅCommunity refusedto lose eyecare

ÅCommunity leaders:

ïIdentifiedland, contactedlandowners, negotiated

ïHelpedwith Legal Paperwork



MARCH 2025: SECURED LAND



JUNE 2025: LAND TITLE ACQUIRED!


