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A Great Day 

ArLyne 

Over 500 Rotarians came to the races on Saturday the 

17th of November. They came 

from several districts, and our 

club was represented by Ken, 

Kit, Ron & his wife Beverly 

and me. 

The atmosphere was fun and 

friendly all day – with lots of 

excitement and sometimes 

groans as we watched gorgeous powerful horses com-

pete against each other. Most of us found it exhilarat-

ing. 

Although it had rained in the morning, by the time we 

arrived at Golden Gate Raceway the sun was shining 

and the day was cool and beautiful. Our seats, in the 

beautifully appointed Turf Club were comfortable and 

allowed for a great view since we were just above the 

finish line. The only thing that would have made it 

better for me would have been an elevator leading di-

rectly to the paddock from our seats. 

We were treated to an all-day buffet that was fabulous. 

It included several salads, meatloaf, chicken, turkey 

and roast beef. Desserts were also plentiful. The only 

extras that cost us personally were the alcoholic bever-

ages we ordered. Everyone at our table felt that the 

$35.00 we paid for the event was cheap considering all 

we received for our money. 

I love horses. I love horse-racing and bet as a com-

plete amateur. Since we were so far away from the 

paddock (two long walks, an elevator and two escala-

tors down) I didn’t run back and forth before making 

my bets. So, I bet on names of horses. Now, you know 

that’s anything but scientific. Ken on the other hand, 

had a very complicated scientific method and didn’t 

win either. 

Three from our table – Ken, 

Kit, and me – were selected 

by our host Michael who is 

also a Rotarian to go down 

to the winners circle and 

have our pictures taken 

with the winning Jockey in 

the fifth race (members of 

other clubs had opportunities in other races.) 

We also lucked out. We 

were specially invited to ac-

tually go into the paddock 

and watch them lead the 

horses in and saddle them up 

for the sixth race. World fa-

mous jockey, Russell Baze 
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was standing there with us – and he let Ken take a pic-

ture of me with him. ( Russell Avery Baze , b. 7 August 

1958 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada  is a horse racing 

jockey. He holds the record for the most race wins in North 

American horse racing history, and is a member of the United 

States Racing Hall of Fame.) Wikipedia. 
A Day at the Races – an exciting and fun-filled way to 

share some social time with other Rotarians. Our club 

should do it again – and again – and again.  

A Great Day 

Ron Gorshe 

My wife, Beverly, and I joined Ken, Kit, and ArLyne 

on Saturday, 11/17, at Golden Gate Fields for a day of 

excitement, fun, conversation, and unbelievable food. 

This event is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Berke-

ley each year. One of their members is an ex-Jockey, 

who has connections with Golden Gate Fields, and 

although this is a district 5160 event, all of the re-

gional Rotary Clubs were welcomed to attend. 

 

This was the first time for me, Bev, and ArLyne at the 

Golden Gate Fields, and we were pleasantly surprised 

at how nice a place it is for horse racing. For only $35, 

we were seated in the Turf Club with 100s of other 

Rotarians at tables that each had a view of the track, 

as well as small TVs that showed the races. We also 

got to go as many times as we wanted to a fantastic 

buffet that ran from 11:30AM to 3PM. The food was 

even better than our lunches at the Shark Tank. 

 

Along with the 9 races being run at Golden Gate 

Fields, we were also able to bet on the 9 races being 

run at Hollywood Park in So Cal. So, from noon to 

5PM, I could, and did, bet on one race that took place 

every 15 minutes. My betting methodology worked 

and resulted in a very small net gain, but in a couple 

of races, my horse only "lost by a nose". 

 

I suggest that this social event become an annual so-

cial for our club, and even if you don't want to bet, the 

fun, food, and environment make for a great day. 

 

 

 

 

Dance Lessons 

Sunday, Nov. 18th from 

4-6:00 Rotary had a 

Dance lesson Social at 

the San Jose Athletic 

Club. This social event 

took place in an upstairs 

exercise room with a 

beautiful hardwood floor 

and mirrors on two walls. 

Carol taught two line 

dances, beginning swing, 

cha, cha, cha, and coun-

try two step lessons. The 

following participants 

enjoyed it so much they 

said they'd like to do it 

again. The following 

people participated: Ar-

Lyne Diamond, Brian 

and Stephanie Bianco, 

Himanshu and Darshana Vaishnav, Bill Mc Der-

mott, LaVonne Carrick and Carol Goedde. 

Red Badge Fridays 

The first Friday of every month will be Red Badge 

Friday, starting on December 7. All red badgers 

will sit together, with Trixie Johnson, the newly 

appointed Red Badge chair. By supporting each 

other in completing their list of Blue Badge re-

quirements, our newest members should make 

quick progress. This is also an opportunity to ask 

Rotary  questions, fill in the gaps left after orien-

tation, and get to know each other better. 

President Kit’s Notes 

As we approach the holidays, we are reminded 

that our country is being protected by people in 

service. During Happy/Sad dollars, Jon Anacker 

spoke about how rewarding it was when he ap-

proached a few soldiers in the airport and 

thanked them for serving in our behalf.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vancouver,_British_Columbia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoroughbred_horse_race
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jockey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Racing_and_Hall_of_Fame
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Racing_and_Hall_of_Fame
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Doug always coordinated the setup and take 

down for the meeting. Himanshu has volunteered  

to take the lead through December, with Doug’s 

help. In addition Brian was the cashier; Ron 

brought Sue, Mandi served our food, and Carol 

our was our photographer. We also recognized 

Charity and Henry as new blue badgers! 

ArLyne gave the Rotary Minute about her insight 

on how to “mix it up” to make our club more ap-

pealing. 

The following announcements were made: 

Kris announced that our gift wrapping for 

Grant School will take place on Decem-

ber 15th from 8:00 until noon at the 

United Way Building (Robb Hermanson’s 

office). As we have done for a number 

of years now, every member should 

bring at least one blanket (twin or full 

size). 

Brian announced some highlights from the 

first auction meeting. Some of the topics 

for discussion were, pairing of merchan-

dise (compatible items), ticket pricing 

and the kick-off event and where it would 

be held. 

In the Monday Morning Message from DG 

Joe Hamilton, he encourages us to do-

nate to Red Cross or AmeriCares online.  

Brad Howard, PDG is one of 15 individuals 

from around the world to receive this 

year’s International Service Award for a 

Polio Free World. 

Arley Marley, IPDG’s team achieved First 

Place in Zone 26 for annual donations to 

TRF of $658,879 by District 5170. 

Our club Foundation is accepting grants for 
501 (c)(3) entities – deadline is Decem-
ber 7th – the distribution of monies will 

occur during the new year. 

Kris Myers wrote:  We had a very interesting 

meeting today with a presentation about Ancient 

Chinese culture that is being revived so that eve-

ryone knows the values China held prior to be-

coming a communist re-

gime. If you have seen 

billboards around that 

reference Shun Yen, it is 

a musical presentation 

that references the val-

ues of Taoism, Confu-

cianism and Buddhism. Elaborate costumes and 

westernized music make it more relevant to non-

Chinese cultures. The 

speaker was excellent 

and cleverly related the 

values referenced in the 

program to Rotary's 4 

way test!  

The holidays are upon us! Gosh this year has 
flown by for me. We won't be meeting this week 
but I hope you all have a good Thanksgiving. 

Hope to see you soon at our club!  

The meeting was adjourned with, “Together, 

let’s move a tree” 

Club Name Change 

Be sure to cast your vote by checking “yes” or 

“no” on the sheet at the check-in table on the 

suggested new club name: Rotary Club of San 

Jose Silicon Valley.  

Holiday Gift Exchange and Return of 

the Magic Candy Cane 

Friday, 12/14/11, 12:15 - 1:30pm 

 We know you’ve been good this year…  Nope, 
no coal for this Holiday Gift Exchange…  Ho, Ho, 

Ho 

  

Put it on your calendar!  The bells, they are a' jin-
gling…  Bring a wrapped gift ($15 to $20 in value, 
no white elephants please), an appetite and your 

smiles… 

  

Friends and family are welcome.  That’s right! 
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 Each attendee will pick a wrapped present or 
select/steal one that has been unwrapped.  Third 
person to touch the item means it is fro-

zen….  until…     

  

The Magic Candy Cane….  Back again by popu-
lar demand…  It’s truly…  well… it really is… 

magical!   

  

See you there!! 

  

Santas Mark and Jordan 

Microloans Project Closed 

Successfully 

Hurrah! This Rotary Club, San Jose North, part-

nered with the Club of Calcutta Uptown, in a Ro-

tary matching grant that has now been closed! 

Matching grant means that, because club mem-

bers give to The Rotary Foundation each year, a 

portion of the money is "returned" to us, matching 

money we put into a project. In this case, it was a 

micro loans project spanning a 2 year period. 

The project is successfully closed and 252 

women have immensely benefited from these 

loans.  

 

François Daoust 

Calendar 

November  

23 Fri DARK—Thanksgiving 

30 Fri Speaker: Arnold Kunst,  

 Wit & Wisdom of Abraham Lincoln 

December  

7 Fri Speaker Lee Forte, Rotocare 

 Deadline for Foundation  grant re-

 quests 

 Red Badge Friday 

14 Fri 11:00 Board Meeting  

 12:15 Christmas Gift Exchange 

15 Sat Grant gift-wrapping 

21 Fri DARK - Christmas 

29 Fri DARK - New Years 

January  

4 Fri 12:15 Meeting 

 Red Badge Friday 

11 Fri 11:00 Board 

 12:15 Meeting 

18 Fri Dark (MLK 1/21) 

19 Sat RC Sunnyvale Crabfeed 

25 Fri Meeting 

February 

9 Sat Fishing In The City, 7am-1pm 

10 Sun Fishing In The City (recognition) 

22 Fri Speech Contest 

Dark Days 

Jan 18 Dark, MLK 

Feb 15 Dark, President’s Day 

Mar 22 Dark, District Conference 

Mar 29 Dark, Easter 

May 24 Dark, Memorial Day 

Jun 28 Evening Meeting for Debunking 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

in November 

Member Birthdays 

Name     Date 

Vitkovich, Henry   Nov 05 

Anniversaries 

Name   Spouse of Years Date 

Bianco, Brian  Stephanie 14 11/07/98 

Join Date 

Name    Years Date 

Asami, Fumi   1 11/04/2011 

Castle, Stacy   3 11/13/2009 

Seymour, Kathleen  3 11/13/2009 

Goedde, Carol  1 11/18/2011 

Tran, Yung   1 11/18/2011 

 

 

 

http://sanjosenorthrotary.org/sjn/calendar.php#November
http://www.clubrunner.ca/Portal/Speakers/SpeakersList.aspx?accountid=5953&eid=0&tid=4#389404
http://sanjosenorthrotary.org/sjn/calendar.php#December
http://sanjosenorthrotary.org/sjn/calendar.php#January
http://www.facebook.com/events/457687300950217/
http://sanjosenorthrotary.org/sjn/calendar.php#February


 

The North Wind Page 5 

Club Leadership Team 

President   Kit Seymour 

Immediate Past President François Daoust 

President Elect  Don Aguilar 

Secretary   Stacy Castle 

Treasurers   Brian Bianco 

    Bud Sanders 

Board Member  Dave Evans 

Board Member  Charity Rugege 

Board Member  James Harper 

Board Member  Kris Myers 

Bulletin—North Wind Doug Johnson 

Club Service Chair  Carol Goedde 

Club Trainer/Red Badge Trixie Johnson 

Community Service Chair Art Taylor 

Foundation Co-Chairs Robb Hermanson 

    Ken McLaughlin 

International Service Chair Jaime Angulo 

Membership Co-Chairs Kris Myers 

    Stacy Castle 

New Generations Chair Bill Howard 

Program Chair  Ken McLaughlin 

Public Relations Chair ArLyne Diamond 

Sergeant at Arms  Doug Johnson 

Vocational Chair  Charity Rugege 

Future Vision Chairs Ken McLaughlin 

    Kris Myers 

 

Foundation Board 

President  François Daoust 

Vice-President Kit Seymour 

President Elect Don Aguilar 

Members  Delas, Tony 

   Janke, Ed 

   Johnson, Trixie 

   Rees, Keri 

 

North Wind Editor 

The Editor of the North Wind is Doug Johnson. 

You can submit articles for the North Wind, ques-

tions, comments or problems to Doug at 

dougj49@comcast.net 

 

The Joker’s Wild for November 16 

$599 
20 cards including the Joker  

mailto:Dougj49@comcast.net

