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For your diaries 

Dates (Day) Event Venue & time Contact / notes 

All October Moonee Valley Strathmore 
Community Men's Shed is on 
a Local Matters jar at Grill’d 
Moonee Ponds 

Grill’d Moonee Ponds 69 
Puckle Street 

See later in this Contact 

October 
19 (Sat) 

End polo walk Around Albert Park. Sat 

19 October commencing 

at 10am –join us for a 

5km walk 

 

October 
24 (Th) 

Polio train ride Leaving four train stations 
on October 24, meeting at 
Fed. Square at 2.30 pm. 
Make donations at the 
stations 

District 8000 wed site. 

October 
26 (Sat) 

Cox Plate Day and Hat Day We will dress up in bright 
Hats and  selling Lift the 
Lid badges in Puckle St. 

Peter Condos 

Oct. 30 Days for Girls Sewing day Essendon Baptist Church jjodgers@optusnet.com.au 

November 
7 (Th) 

Days for Girls Oaks Day 
fundraiser 

To be held at a beautiful 
private garden in Keilor 
East  

Jane Odgers 
jjodgers@optusnet.com.au 

November 
12 (Tu) 

Club Lunch meeting: Lifetime 
honorary membership 
presentation and Myanmar 
projects  

Angler’s Tavern 
12.45 PM – 2.00 PM 

 

November 
15 (Fri) 

Rotary’s Longest African 
Dinner 

DIK, Shed 39 400 
Somerville Rd, West 
Footscray: dinner 5.30PM 
– 9 PM 

Show casing the Projects of 
Africa 
Jenny Foster 

November 
18 (M) 

Curry night fundraiser Magic Mint 9 Hall St 
Moonee Ponds 

Sunil Perera 

Nov. 19 
(Tues) 

Lunch time meeting / AGM 
and presentation of reports 
for 2018-19 year 

Angler’s Tavern 
12.45 PM – 2.00 PM 

 

Nov. 21 
(Th) 

27th Rotary Foundation Paul 
Harris Breakfast 

RACV Club 7.15 AM – 9.00 
AM $70 Per head 

www.trybooking.com/BEYTZ 

Nov .30  Days for Girls Sewing day Essendon Baptist Church jjodgers@optusnet.com.au 

March 27-
29 2020 

District 9800 Conference Ulumbarra Theatre, 10 
Gaol Rd, Bendigo 

https://rotarydistrict9800.org.
au/sitepage/conference2020 
Contact David Abbey 

Apr 15-17 
2020 

2020 Art Show North Park Manor 
Woodland St Strathmore 

 

 
 

http://www.rce.org.au/
https://rotarydistrict9800.org.au/sitepage/conference2020
https://rotarydistrict9800.org.au/sitepage/conference2020


 

t 
 18 October 2019                                 www.rce.org.au 

Volume 85; Issue 8                                                   President – Kelly Abfalter 

Lunch meeting on October 15 2019 
President Kelly is back and thanked Maria Kouppas for her great job of filling in and the 
Board for steering the ship in her absence. 
 
Our guest speaker District Governor Grant Hocking ASM and his wife Melissa Hocking 
were warmly welcomed by President Kelly. Neil Henderson and Peter Duras were also 
welcomed, as was Assistant Governor Ian Ada. Finally Andrew Panjkov, our newest RCE 
member was welcomed. 
 
President Kelly inducted Andrew virtually straight away. Andrew’s classification is 
Mechanical Engineer and given his recent retirment he is keen to contribute this and 
other skills to our Rotary projects and endeavours. The photo below is obviously taken 
after Andrew has been inducted. 
 

 
 

 Guest speaker: DG Grant Hocking 
 
Grant started his talk with a quote from Paul Harris speaking in 1936: ‘The world is a 
changing place and we must change with it.’ These sentiments are echoed by our current 
RI President who stresses that we need to make Rotary more adaptive, more innovative 
and more family friendly. 
 
At the District level DG Hocking notes that we are pursuing a number of inititiatives to 
meet such challenges. 
 

http://www.rce.org.au/
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Firstly, to try to reverse our declining membership, we are creating four new clubs  with 
different styles and features. One is a Passport Club that is meeting Saturday mornings at 
DIK. It already has over thirty members. Another is a Club with no lunch time meetings 
that is focused solely on projects. A third is a Parents’ Club that meets on Sunday 
mornings and has children attending with their parents. The kids play in a separate but 
adjacent area. The fourth type of new club is a new one in the Western suburbs. 
 
Additionally District 9800 has formed four new committees in 2019.  

 
One new committee is the Environmental Sustainability Committee. This Committee 
will gather data from clubs within the District and consolidate our efforts. 
 
The second committee initiative is the Diversity Equity and Inclusion Committee that 
will work in the areas of gender, ethnicity, sexuality and ability. One of its aims is to 
help and encourage Rotary clubs to look more into improving diversity and 
inclusiveness as does our community. 
 
Third, a District Level Peace Committee has been formed. Already two clubs in our 
district are Peace keeper clubs and the District Governor was keen to point out that 
there a four easy, no costs things that any club can do around this initiative. 
 
The final District initiative pointed out by District Governor Grant Hocking is that the 
Youth Alumni is being reinvigorated. While we have lots of youth doing our programs 
each year, we could do a better job of ensuring that they stay connected and engaged 
with Rotary. 
 
DG Grant finished his talk with a mention of the End polio walk around Albert Park, on 
Saturday 19 October commencing at 10am – join us for a 5km walk, or do as much as 
you can. Walk Your Way - quick or slow.  Everyone is welcome.  
 

The second imminent event spoken of by DG Grant Hocking is the Polio Train Ride 
Thursday 24 October – This event will be leaving from Train stations across our district 
(Bendigo, Brighton, Werribee and Caulfield) with the aim to meet at Fed Square 
Melbourne at 2.30 pm.  The other 4 Victorian Rotary Districts have been invited to join 
with District 9800 in this adventure. If hundreds attend think of the impact it will have. 
Meet the travel at the stations on the way or join us on the train for the trip to Fed 
Square.  

The goal is to receive club and individual Donations prior to or on the day. Make 
donations at the Stations. Our motto is 'Its the end of the line for Polio'. With your 
continued support we know it will happen soon. 

 Finally we were reminded of the 2020 District Conference in Bendigo.  

http://www.rce.org.au/
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Pool night on October 10  
Michael Portelli briefly advised that this night raised about $1000 and was enjoyed by 
all those attending. The most successful snooker players were Gerard Mahoney and 
Michael’s son. We thank Michael and Alistair Fraser for organising this event and 
Randolph and his partner for opening their home. 
 

 
 

Children’s shoe donation 
 
Peter Condos advised that we have just received a great donation of children’s shoes 
delivered to us by Peter Duras. These will be distributed soon to Carolyn Chisholm and 
McCauley Women’s Institute.  

 
News from Strathmore Shed (SMS) 
 
On Saturday October 12, Ian Archer was the worthy recipient of the 2019 Pride of 
Workmanship award. Ian has been a very regular attendee and facilitator and project 
contributor ever since the Shed opened in June 2015, and has always been ready to 
lend a friendly, guiding hand. 

http://www.rce.org.au/
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Enjoy a burger etc. at Grill’d Moonee Ponds in October and help 
Strathmore Community Men’s’ Shed 

We’ve been selected to participate in Local Matters at Grill’d Moonee Ponds 

this October! 

Local Matters is the Grill’d community donation program that sees each 

Grill’d restaurant donate $500 back into the community every month. The 

donation is split between 3 local community groups $300 / $100 / $100. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP? 

We’d love your support in receiving the highest $300 donation! Simply head 

to Grill’d Moonee Ponds during October for a burger and pop your Local 

Matters token in our jar. The group with the most tokens at the end of the 

month receives the largest donation. 
It’s a simple (and delicious) way to show your support! 

You’ll find us on a jar at Grill’d Moonee Ponds, 69 Puckle Street  Moonee 

Ponds 

 
Lid the Lid event in Puckle Street October 26 
We will be dressing up in bright hats and selling Lift the Lid badges in Puckle Street on 
Saturday October 26. If you available for a couple of hours please let Peter Condos 
know within the next few days. 
 

Days for Girls Sewing Days 
Days for Girls, Keilor Gateway Cluster, invites Rotary Club of Essendon members, 
partners and friends to any sewing day. Drop in to check out how it all works, have a 
chat and join us for afternoon tea, or stick around and help out (no sewing required). 
No need to let us know in advance. Just show up! 

Where: Essendon Baptist Church 134 Buckley St Essendon  
When: Last Wednesday of the month 
Anytime: Between 12.30 – 4.30 
If you are interested in more information, please contact Jane Odgers on 0403 924389 
or jjodgers@optusnet.com.au 

 

http://www.rce.org.au/
mailto:jjodgers@optusnet.com.au
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New Passport Club at DIK 
This new Club will be chartered in November. Membership is growing with currently 
four overseas members signing up. If you would like any more information please 
contact Jenny Foster. 

 
 

http://www.rce.org.au/
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For all who enjoy curry and would like to support our Sri Lankan projects 
pen in dinner time on November 18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rce.org.au/
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The Longest African dinner is also coming up – November 15 at DIK 
 

 
 

http://www.rce.org.au/
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21 November at RACV City Club 

 
 
 
 

http://www.rce.org.au/
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Past RCE sponsored NYSF student  Jaydyn Sessa with his parents and 
Peter Baker  

 
 
This photo was taken on September 8 at Swinburne University at its Advanced 

Manufacturing and Design Centre (AMDC301). 

Privacy Statement 
Please be aware that the Rotary Club of Essendon and Rotary District 9800 websites 
and smart phone apps, as a Rotarian make your personal details available to other 
Rotarians, who have log in details, information is not available to the general public.  
 
This information is intended for use for Rotary purposes only and we ask that you 
respect others privacy by not sharing their personal information.  
 
If you do not wish for your personal information to be available for other Rotarians to 
view, you can log into your member profile at https://www.rce.org.au and change 
accordingly, however please note that this is the main data base for all club data. 
Thank you to our supporters 

 

Help yourself and help our Club by banking with 

Strathmore Community Bank. Take out a loan, term 

deposit or open a bank account and the club will 

receive up to $500.  

Drop into the branch at 337 Napier Street, 

Strathmore or call Manager David Porter on 9374-

2607 for details. 

http://www.rce.org.au/
https://www.rce.org.au/

