For your diaries 2019-2020
Dates (Day)
March 2729 2020

Event

Venue & time

Contact / notes

District 9800 Conference
We need you to book NOW!

Ulumbarra Theatre, 10
Gaol Rd, Bendigo

Dec 17,
2019
Jan 11,
2020
Jan 27,
2020
Jan 29,

Breakfast Meeting at Lankan
Tucker
We are BBQ'ing at Bunnings
Maribyrnong
Multi-Cultural Day BBQ at
the Struk Cabana
Days for Girls Sew In Day
1.30-4.30pm
Club Night Meeting - Rotary
Youth Programs
Myanmar Trip - Projects visit
by Delegation
Sri Lanka Trip - Projects visit
by Delegation
Club Lunch Meeting - Crown
Stables Cafe Flemington
Days for Girls Sew In Day
Sunday Open Day at Pascoe
Vale Gardens Strathmore
Men’s Shed Market stall
Club Night Meeting
Club Lunch Meeting - Club
Forum on St Patricks Day
Rotary District 9800
Conference in Bendigo
Club Night Meeting
Art Show Gala Night
Art Show at North Park
Mansion
Art Show at North Park
Mansion
Club Lunch Meeting
Club Night Meeting - Bahay
Tuluyan Visiting
Friday Strathmore Men’s
Shed BBQ at Bunnings
Club Lunch Meeting
Club Night Meeting
Club Lunch Meeting

Lankan Tucker

https://rotarydistrict9800.or
g.au/sitepage/conference202
0
Contact David Abbey
Kelly Abfalter

Bunnings Maribyrnong

Peter Condos

Greenvale

Kelly Abfalter

Baptist Church Buckley St
Essendon
Anglers Tavern

Jane Odgers

Yangon, Myanmar

Kelly Abfalter

Colombo, Sri Lanka

Kelly Abfalter

Crown Stables Cafe

David Abbey

Baptist Church Buckley St
Pascoe Vale Gardens
Retirement Village
146 Boundary Rd P/Vale
Anglers Tavern
Anglers Tavern

Jane Odgers
Daryl Lee or John Odgers

Bendigo

David Abbey

Anglers Tavern
North Park Manor
North Park Mansion
Woodland St Essendon
North Park Mansion
Woodland St Essendon
Anglers Tavern
Anglers Tavern

David Abbey
Kelly Abfalter
Kelly Abfalter

Bunnings Coburg
Gaffney St, Coburg
Anglers Tavern
Anglers Tavern
Anglers Tavern

Daryl Lee or John Odgers

Feb 04,
Feb 05,
Feb 12,
Feb 18,
Feb 26,
Mar 01,

Mar 03,
Mar 17,
Mar 27,
Apr 07,
Apr 17,
Apr 18,
Apr 19,
Apr 21,
May 05,
May 08,
May 19,
Jun 02,
Jun 16,
t
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David Abbey

David Abbey
David Abbey

Kelly Abfalter
David Abbey
David Abbey

David Abbey
David Abbey
David Abbey
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Gail Leask Memorial
Roger Leask and his family would like to thank you all members and friends who
came to Gail’s funeral last Monday. Gail was a loved friend to all and will be sadly
missed. At the start of our Christmas Party on Tuesday night we began by
celebrating her life with a toast. Gail would have loved it.
For those wanting to make a donation to her memorial supporting Royal Melbourne
Hospital Palliative Care you can do so at https://rmhinmemory.everydayhero.com/au/gail-leask-palliativecare-unit-fundraiser
Christmas dinner celebration meeting 2019
We had our 2019 Christmas party at the Union Hotel in Ascot Vale. It is a great venue and we all thoroughly
enjoyed the delicious food, a little celebratory tipple of something bubbly (or flat – we’re not fussy) and
wonderful company and entertainment.
In fact the best entertainment was provided by our own members, partners and friends as we all joined in
with some Christmas carols and songs. Not sure if we would enter Australia’s Got Talent or The Voice but
our voices were used with gusto and enthusiasm. Please enjoy our Christmas Cracker jokes.
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night. Many thanks to Peter Condos, Maria Kouppas, Michael
Cariss and a big thank you to Nola Spicer who organized such a great night.

Q; How do cavemen get to know each other?

Q; What building drips cheese and tomatoes onto the town below?
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A; By joining clubs! (funny!)

A; The Leaning Tower of Pizza!
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Q; Who delivers presents to dogs ?

A; Santa Paws! (ha ha ha!)

Q; What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations?

A; Tinsel-itis!

Q; What’s a boxer’s favourite drink?

A; Punch!

Q; What do snowmen call their kids?

A; Chill-dren!
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(LOL!)

(yeah, good one!)

(hilarious!)

Q; How does Dracula keep fit?

A; He plays Batminton! (the best!)

President Kelly Abfalter was thrilled to
present Don Knee with a Lifetime
Honorary Membership to the Rotary Club
of Essendon for his many years of
commitment and service.
Congratulations and thank you to Don and
Janet for their contributions and
friendship.

Christmas Cakes
We still have a few cakes available for sale at $ 16:50 each. These delicious cakes make a fabulous KK gift
or a thank you gift for teachers, hairdressers, nurses and doctors, anyone!
Please contact Kelly on 0413 027 156 if you would like one.
Breakfast Meeting
Our last meeting of the year will be our Club’s traditional Breakfast meeting.
This year, we have booked at Lankan Tucker, 486 Albion Street, Brunswick West, 3055. Albion Street is the
continuation of Fletcher Street Essendon and Lankan Tucker is situated just over the Tullamarine Freeway,
parking is available in the side streets.
We are gathering at 7:30 am with the Board meeting at 8:30 am
Attached is the menu, you have a choice of either traditional breakfast or you can try the Sri Lankan
version.
To assist the chef could you when replying also indicate what you would like to order.
Can you please also RSVP on line https://rce.org.au/event/breakfast-meeting-at-lankan-tucker/
There is no need for payment in advance.
t
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Accommodation at the Conference
Thank you to members who have booked to attend the District Conference in Bendigo from 27 to 29
March 2020. For those who have not the early bird special is closing very soon. If you need
accommodation, we have 2 queen bedrooms still available at an Airbnb walking distance to the venue.
The cost is $ 110 for the 2 nights. Please contact Pres. Kelly for more details.
BBQ’s
We start 2020 in sizzling style. We are the BBQers at Bunnings Maribyrnong on Saturday 11th January
2020. Please contact Peter Condos for details of how you can help.
Our first social event for the year is celebrating Multi Cultural Day at Boris & Ineke’s Cabana in Greenvale
on Monday the 27th January 2020. Always a fun day, one on the calendar not to be missed.
If you are in town please come and join us. Details for both BBQ’s are on our RCE Website.
Out and About
It has been a busy month!
Pres. Kelly, together with Richard Lawrence and Denis Kosnar attended the
official reopening of the Essendon Historical Society Court House in November
which was extensively damaged by fire in 2016. The Rotary Club of Essendon
was significant with early assistance to the restoration project by fundraising $
10,000.00 and our own member Denis Kosnar has been assisting with the
restoration of framed historical documents and photos. The Court House is now
open to the public on the second weekend each month. It’s a fabulous
building and is a must see for any local.
Pres. Kelly and Kunal attended the RYLA dinner at Mount Evelyn on
05/12/2019 where participants of the week long Rotary Youth Leadership
Awardees presented to Rotary Club sponsors what they had been doing
for the week. Many found the week challenging having been taken out of
their comfort zones and being asked to think about and identify their core
values. Not an easy question when you are young. This year RYLA was
hosted by our local Gateway Rotaract Club. At dinner we met and chatted
with our RCE sponsored participant Reggie and also volunteering at RYLA
this year was Miguel whom we sponsored last year. As a club we will hear
more from Reggie and Gateway Rotaract at our first dinner meeting on 4th
February 2020. A huge thanks to Kunal who drove to Mount Evelyn and
back (a cut lunch was needed).
t
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Days for Girls
One of our most successful projects, Days for Girls Keilor Gateway team, collected care packs to donate to
the Ladies of the Land who pass them on to women in rural areas that are having a tough time due to the
drought and the bushfires. Lisa Lowcock took 31 boxes to Murchison Neighbourhood House who was
acting as a collection point for the group. The local Shepparton News did a story about it noting it was a
wonderful example of women helping women, and it was published this week in their Country News
section. This will be seen by many as it is an insert into many regional newspapers.
The Days for Girls team also collected 112 handbags filled with feminine essentials for women who have
found themselves homeless. Being homeless is tough enough without having to do without items we all
take for granted – soap, shampoo, hairbrushes, sanitary items…. The Share the Dignity charity welcomed
these and will distribute to women in need in our community.
Well done to the Ladies at Days for Girls who are not only making their sanitary kits for girls in
impoverished countries who cannot access these essential items, but are also caring for local women.

Art Show 2020
Our biggest fundraiser of the year, the annual Moonee Valley Art Show is on again in 2020.
We are currently seeking support from members and friends who can access sponsorship for this
magnificent event. For its sixth show we want to make it the biggest and best yet but we cannot do that
without sponsorship to assist us to cover costs. The Art Show committee has some great resources to assist
you in approaching the companies you know that can be a part of this event. The bigger the better!
Please contact Pres. Kelly if you can help.
Strathmore Men’s Shed
The Shed Christmas BBQ will be held Saturday 21st December 2019. All supporters are welcome to come
along to the Shed and celebrate another wonderful year.
The Shed has gone from strength to strength this year and is now operating 4 days a week and often at
capacity. A couple of days are still available to anyone who would like to join the men at the best shed
anywhere.
The Sheddies are particularly skilful and have made some lovely items perfect for Christmas decorating and
presents. Go to their website to see what they have. One in particular is a beautifully restored traditional
rocking horse which is now for sale. The perfect gift for the kiddies in your family which will be sure to go
on to be a family heirloom. Go to either the Strathmore Men’s Shed or Rotary Club of Essendon Facebook
pages for details.
t
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Help yourself and help our Club by banking with Strathmore
Community Bank. Take out a loan, term deposit or open a
bank account and the club will receive up to $500.
Drop into the branch at 337 Napier Street, Strathmore or call
Manager David Porter on 9374-2607 for details.

Thank you to our supporters
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