Club Forum night March 3 2020
President Elect David Abbey started the meeting by calling on Steve Chandler to lead the Rotary Grace
and the Loyal Toast to Australia.
President Kelly was welcomed and then greeted three guests — Assistant DG Ian Ada, Pat Fraser and
Kerrie Roe.
President Kelly then advised that the new photocopier for St Bernadette’s in Peru has been delivered
and installed in the last week to the delight of all of the staff. President Kelly acknowledged how
absolutely wonderful the people at Molina have been in helping us to secure this much needed
equipment. President Kelly also thanked us all for helping this community, since now that they will be
able to photocopy the books, life will be easier for the families because books here in Lima cost a
fortune.

Bushfire Fundraiser update
RCE sent $1750 that was raised from the barefoot bowls night and other sources to the
East Gippsland Rotary Fire Aid project. President Kelly observed that this is an amazing
amount of money to have been raised over an eight week period and all those involved
deserve a big note of thanks. Alistair Fraser reported that the planned February 28 event
had to be postponed due to very high visibility of the AFL State of Origin game played on
the same night. RCE has had enormous support from donors and politicians and the
planned event is now scheduled for 7 August 2020.
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Message from RI President-Elect Holger Knaak
President Kelly shared the following summary of a message from RI President elect entitled ‘Grow
stronger as we learn from new members’ as it resonates with our need to discuss its implications at our
club forum.
We believe that our acts of service, big and small, create opportunities for people who need our help,”
Knaack said. He added that Rotary creates leadership opportunities and gives members the chance to
travel the world to put their service ideas into action and make lifelong connections. “Everything we do
opens another opportunity for someone, somewhere,” said Knaack.
Knaack also urged members to embrace change so Rotary can expand and thrive. Rather than setting
a specific target for increasing the number of members, Knaack said he’s asking clubs and districts to
think about how to grow in a sustainable and organic way. He wants clubs to focus on keeping
current members engaged and adding new members who are the right fit for their club. (emphasis
added)
“We need to stop thinking of new members as people we can mark down as statistics and then forget
about,” Knaack said. “Every new member changes us a little bit. That person brings a new perspective,
new experiences. We need to embrace this constant renewal. We will grow stronger as we learn from
new members.”

400th Royce Abbey award winner
David Abbey noted that the four hundredth Royce Abbey Award is being presented to Terry Baritto
OAM and Rotary Member. Terry was also a Director General in the same year that Royce Abbey was
RI President and is currently on the RA Committee.

Donation of spare coins to help with polio injections
Please note the repeated request from Maria Kouppas to bring along any spare/ excess foreign coins
over the next few weeks. The aim is to secure 85 kilograms of such coins which will be and forwarded to
UNICEF to help with polio injections. A separate flyer will be produced.

Wellness report
Shirley Kukk advises through President Kelly that Judy Pepi had a hip operation today, March 3, and
hopefully will recover quickly and fully.
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International Women’s Day Mayoral breakfast
th

Tuesday 10 March 2020
International Women’s Day
Breakfast with MVCC at the Clock
Tower Centre.
The Rotary Club of Essendon is
sponsoring 2 schools.
Rotarians and Friends welcome at $
50 per person.
Please let Kellyly know or book
directly at
http://mvccbreakfast.eventbrite.co
m.au/

President Elect David Abbey’s suggestions for Club Forum
David put to the meeting a range of issues that face RCE and that need to be discussed and resolved in
the near future.

A summary including responses prepared by David follows.
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I wasn't looking for definitive answers but just wanted to provide an opportunity for members to
contribute.
To those who did not make it, and maybe those who don't make it very often, have a look at the
attachment. If you want to get involved and have a say let me or Kel know.
To those who attended but didn't feel like putting forward their views in an open forum, either send an
email, give me a call or arrange to meet over coffee. Remember, I am still finding my way!
Thanks again. I look forward to a few emails and calls.

Moonee Valley Art Show
th

th

17 to 19 April 2020
It’s time for the whole Club to get involved in
our major fundraiser for the year. You can do
this by:- Volunteering over the weekend
- Telling all your friends about it.
- Coming to the gala night and bringing
family & friends
- Bookings at
www.mooneevalleyartshow.com.au
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Please add to your diaries where appropriate or interesting.
Date

Event

Venue & Time

Contact & Notes

Mar 17, 2020

12:45 PM – 2 PM Anglers
Tavern
Ulumbarra Theatre, 10
Gaol Rd, Bendigo
BOOK NOW!!

David Abbey

Mar 27,
2020

Club Lunch Meeting - Club
Forum on St Patricks Day
Rotary District 9800
Conference in Bendigo

April 7, 2020

Club Night Meeting

Apr 17, 2020
Apr 18, 2020

Apr 21, 2020

Art Show Gala Night
Art Show at North Park
Mansion
Art Show at North Park
Mansion
Art Show at North Park
Mansion
Club Lunch Meeting

May 5, 2020

Club Night Meeting

May 8, 2020
May 19,2020

Strathmore Men’s Shed
Club Lunch Meeting

Anglers Tavern
6.45 PM – 8.30 PM
Ryman Healthcare
North Park Manor
North Park Mansion
Woodland St Essendon
North Park Mansion
Woodland St Essendon
North Park Mansion
Woodland St Essendon
Anglers Tavern 12:45 PM
– 2PM: Reports on
Myanmar ad Sri Lankan
delegations
Anglers Tavern
6.45 PM – 8.30 PM
Bahay Tuluyan
BBQ Bunnings Coburg
Anglers Tavern

Apr 18, 2020
Apr 19, 2020

https://rotarydistrict9800.org.au/sit
epage/conference2020
David Abbey
Program at end of this Contact
David Abbey

Kelly Abfalter
Kelly Abfalter
Kelly Abfalter
Kelly Abfalter
David Abbey

David Abbey

Daryl Lee or John Odgers
David Abbey

Meeting closed
President Kelly closed the meeting at around 8.25 PM.
Thank you to our supporters!!!
Help yourself and help our Club by banking with
Strathmore Community Bank. Take out a loan, term
deposit or open a bank account and the club will receive
up to $500.
Drop into the branch at 337 Napier Street, Strathmore or
call Manager David Porter on 9374-2607 for details
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Message from our CEO Jocelyn Bignold
‘Cold and scary’ – these were the powerful words of one
woman when we asked her to describe what it was like to be
homeless.
We gathered stories of women who’ve known the loneliness
and fear of homelessness, for a submission currently being
conducted by a Victorian Parliamentary Committee. Women
brought to life what it’s like to sleep rough, or stay in seedy
motels right next to others who may be violent or mentally
unwell, or to be turned away when asking to spend the night
in a police waiting room when there is nowhere else safe.
They spoke of huddling next to a restaurant coolroom each
night, fearing that each set of car lights you they was their
violent husband tracking them down, or sleeping in a car in a
McDonald’s car park with their teenage son, who is sitting
his VCE exams.
Women told us: ‘You’re tired all the time’…’You’re unsafe and can’t trust anyone’… ‘You try to be invisible’.
One woman was unaware, while she was homeless, that one of her children had died.
Their harrowing stories are all the more difficult to hear because we know that McAuley’s solutions could be
adopted and replicated, preventing much of this devastating human and community cost. All the women we
spoke to, who have backgrounds of significant trauma, are now doing better and feel they actually have a
future — because they were able to get the right help through McAuley and our partners.
Their stories confirm that just providing accommodation won’t be enough - it’s the support, and the help with
legal problems, or health issues, or reconnection with their children, that is essential for longer-term recovery.
The value of this approach has been further validated by an analysis by Deloitte Access Economics, which
showed in most cases, each dollar spent by McAuley was saving the community the other costs that are
incurred if women with complex issues remain unsupported. Deloitte said: 'For women, starting their journey
with McAuley with no income, no job, mental health concerns, trauma, and escaping violence, this is an
astonishing result for clients as vulnerable as those included in this study.'
Our submission also shows how and why family violence is now the biggest single contributing factor to
homelessness, accounting for 44% of requests for help. Inadequate responses when a woman leaves
violence – unsuitable motel accommodation, and an inability to return home safely — are a large part of the
problem. And of course, it’s the fact that family violence is still so prevalent that is the biggest problem of all.
We don’t seem to be progressing in shifting the stubbornly intractable rates of violence in our community:
more than one woman a week (61 in 2019) murdered, and an increase of more than six per cent in family
violence incidents in Victoria.
These are confronting figures – and they show how much is still to be done, and why your support in 2020
remains absolutely crucial if we are to keep making a difference to the lives of women and children.

D Donate today to support women and children
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East Gippsland Rotary Fire Aid update
What has been achieved over the past 8 weeks since the fires and what have the money donations been
used for?
- Source & distribute hay to the drought & fire affected communities.
- Pay haulage contractors
- Purchased numerous large bags of ‘high protein’ pellets for the farm breeding stock, using local grain
stores for distribution which supports the local retailers also. The breeding season is about to
commence, this is an urgent need.
- Ordered 1.5 containers of ‘star pickets’ to assist with the many kilometres of fencing required to
prevent stock wandering. Treated pine posts & wire are also being sourced for the hobby farmers.
- Developed a ‘money voucher’ system whereby all fire survivors receive funds in the format of the
vouchers, which can be redeemed across 90% of retailers & professional businesses of East Gippsland,
this activity also supports the retailers by ‘shopping locally’. Once a voucher is presented to a store, the
store owner scans the voucher through & we reimburse via EFT. The money vouchers were in circulation
very quickly hand delivered to the specific families [this is an ongoing process].
- Distributed new workwear to fire affected properties which allowed people to ‘save’ their limited
clothing.
- Community BBQ’s & working Bee’s where members of communities can reconnect, develop
relationships and ‘talk’.
- Sourcing & Distributing donated furniture, bedding & white goods to those in desperate need.
- Collecting names & addresses of those fire affected properties that would like/need a Shipping
container which will allow them to store work tools etc. securely, the containers will hopefully be ready
for distribution next week.
- Being a conduit for those needing professional assistance urgently.
- An amazing amount of volunteering & traveling over a vast region to assist the communities
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District 9800 2020 Conference agenda
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