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MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Welcome to the final Contact for 2020 

 

This Rotary Year has certainly had its ups and downs but not only has the club survived the restrictions 
imposed by Covid-19, lockdowns and Zoom meetings, it has thrived. How reassuring it was for there to 
be an attendance of over thirty members at the breakfast meeting held on Tuesday. It indicates there is 
a deep-seated commitment and dedication to the club and to fellow members. 

I have banged on about the importance of attending meetings and developing and maintaining 
friendships within the club. If we have fun and fellowship within the club, we are more likely to put our 
hand up to volunteer to cook sausages or to travel overseas to visit an international project. The level of 
noise and laughter is almost a barometric measure of the health of our club. If the noise levels of the 
Christmas dinner meeting and the recent breakfast meeting are any indication, the club is in rude good 
health! 

Thank you for your commitment during the challenges of the last six months. 2021 should be a breeze 
in comparison! 

A topical Christmas Image! 

Let’s hope the masks will be a distant memory by Christmas 2021. 
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THE BIG CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
Drawn on Tuesday 22nd December 2020 

AND THE WINNERS ARE… 

 
Sana Halaseh, seen here sitting behind Peter, her personal barista, was the winner of the coffee machine kindly donated by 
See Fong Loong, of 

COFFEX COFFEE ROASTERS. 
https://www.coffex.com.au/ 

With use a Mercedes for a weekend, a painting, vouchers, a massage courtesy of Michael Portelli, 
numerous Supa IGA hampers and various other prizes on offer, not many missed out, other than your 
President. Maybe next year. 
A thank you from the club to the Raffle Committee: Vera Maljevac, Sunil Perera, Carmel Lamanna, 
Peter Condos, Peter Halaseh and helpers. 
A thank you to the prize donors, Fong and COFFEX, Roger Priestley Supa IGA, and numerous others. 
A full report will be made available next year. 
Thank you to Veronica for organising the meeting venue. 
Thanks to Sunil ‘I’m not a morning person’ Perera for getting there at 8.30! 
A final thanks to the Essendon Rotarians who purchased tickets and to those who attended the 
final meeting for the year. What a buzz! My ears are still ringing. 
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AROUND THE CLUB

PERSONAL NOTICES 

At the Breakfast meeting I mentioned the passing of 
Fred Cariss, Michael’s father, at the age of 101. The 
funeral will be webcast by Tobin Brothers at 11.30am 
Wednesday 30th December. 

I was later notified that Sana Halaseh’s father had 
passed away within the last week. Due to Covid 
restrictions Sana had been unable to visit her father 
during the year or to attend the funeral. Our 
condolences. 

Over the Christmas period our thoughts are with those 
who have lost a loved one during the year. 

COMING EVENTS 

Our next meeting is the evening of the 19th of January 
at The Angler’s Tavern. Let’s get 2021 off to a good 
start and maintain the enthusiasm. Programme to be 
advised. 

A not so recent photograph of The Angler’s, in case you 
had forgotten! Nothing much has changed! 

 

EAST GISPPLAND BUSHFIRE RELIEF FUNCTION 

The Function is planned for the 26th of February 
2021. Covid-19 may have temporarily distracted us 
from the plight of the effected bushfire communities, but 
they are still in need of support. Mark your diaries. 

100 YEAR PROJECT 

At the Board meeting following the breakfast meeting 
we threw around a few ideas for the 100 year project. 
An in-principle approval was given for a project to be 
implemented in 2021. The project will be ratified at our 
next board meeting in 2020, once a few more details 
are provided by the Vocational and Youth Committees. 

CHARTER NIGHT 2021 

We will be holding our 86th Charter Night Celebration, 
most likely on Tuesday 18th May. Maria Kouppas is 
already on the job and has a few possibilities to pursue. 

Speaking of Maria: is this a photo of her or some young 
niece with the short spunky hairstyle? 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Our membership officer, Kelly Abfalter provided a report 
to the board on seven possible new members. Grenville 
Powell’s membership has been approved and his 
induction will occur early next year. A former Rotarian 
from WA is interested in joining and three others have 
been provided with a membership information pack. 
Two others have shown an interest and while not ready 
to join immediately, want to be kept on the mailing and 
invitation list. That is exciting for our club. 
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MEMORABILIA 
I discovered the following photograph amongst the club’s archives. It is a photograph of the presentation of a painting to 
Royce Abbey by PP Wal Gurney on the conclusion of Royce’s year as RCE President in 1963/64. Note the dinner suits, 

the Queen’s photograph hanging proudly in the background and my sister Susan, bottom right! 
 

 
The following is a photograph of the same painting gracing the wall of Jean Abbey’s room  

at CraigCare, Moonee Ponds, with detail of the presentation plaque.  
What a meaningful gift, still on display 56 years later! 

      
Thank you for indulging me! I hope it is of interest.  
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EVENTS TO COME 

19 January – our first club meeting for 2021, back at the Anglers, in person. Programme to be advised. 

26 January – Australia Day social get together at Boris and Ineke Struk’s residence (tbc) 

2 February – Club Evening Meeting – No to Violence 

26 February – East Gippsland Bushfire Relief Cocktail Function 

17/18 April – A weekend away visiting the new Shepparton Art Museum (SAM) 

21 April – Re-enactment of the first Rotary Meeting in Australia 

1/2 May – D9800 Multi-District Conference. Melbourne Showgrounds 

1 May - D9800 Centenary Gala Great Hall, National Gallery Victoria 

14 May – Moonee Valley Art Show 

18 May – RCE 86th Charter Night  

A FEW REMINDERS 

Photographs: Peter Condos is chasing your head and shoulders photos to make up the club photograph. You never 
know, we might even be able to take an actual photograph before the year is out! 

Protection Policy: If you intend to be directly or indirectly involved in Youth activities, we will need your Working with 
Children Check and your completed Volunteer Forms, with references. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT ROTARY? 
To assist our knowledge, I invite you click on and browse the following links: 

RC Essendon    
District 9800 

Rotary International 
The Rotary Foundation 

Royce Abbey Award and Scholarship 

 

 
 
 
  

Thank you to our supporters!!! 
Help yourself and help our Club by banking with Strathmore 
Community Bank. Take out a loan, term deposit or open a 
bank account and the club will receive up to $500. 
Drop into the branch at 337 Napier Street, Strathmore or 

call Manager David Porter on 9374-2607 for details 
 
 

https://www.rce.org.au/
https://rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
https://www.rotary.org/en
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation
https://www.royceabbey.com/
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Proud supporter of the RCE Christmas Raffle. A few photos to follow, courtesy of Shirley Kukk 
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This final photograph is of Richard and Roger photobombing a shot of Grant, obviously. 


