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April 5th Meeting 2022 

President’s message – 29th March 2022 
Our meeting on Tuesday was well attended to listen to the history of our 
great club, The Rotary Club of Essendon. 
Listening to the speaker Stephen Chandler talk about the history and the 
work done during the 87 years since our club was Chartered I am indeed 
proud and humbled to be the members representative of this club this 
year. 
I am proud to say that we have a dedicated group of members who rise 
above self to do good work for the community we live in and overseas. 
The talk today highlighted to all present the important work that Rotary 
does around the world and especially the work our club has done and 
continues to do. 
 
David Abbey had some unfinished business to attend by presenting a much 
postponed award to a very worthy member who was the club’s first 
female President in 2005-06 and has continued to be a trail blazer ever since.  Shirley Kukk is 
one of the most dedicated and informed members in our club and David did justice in his talk 
to recognise Shirley for a well-deserved Paul Harris double sapphire. 
Shirley was characteristically humble in her acceptance and thanked the members for their 

support. 
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Maria with her welfare hat on advised that Lino Airo-Farulla has just had some serious surgery 
on his back and has now returned home to recover. Maria has had conversations with Lino 
and Angelina who informed Maria that Lino’s recovery will possibly take months.  We wish 
him all the best in his recovery and hope to see him at club meetings soon. 
 
Our Speaker for the night – Stephen Chandler 

 
  
Stephen started his talk by showing overheads of the original people of Essendon who started 
the club and were the first members of the club, the rule at that time was there needed to be 
one person from each profession, vocation or business. 
Stephen stated that our club was organised on the 13th January 1935, the first constitutional 
meeting was held on the 26th February 1935, admitted to Rotary International on the 27th 
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March 1935 and Charter 3764 presented on the 21st May 1935.  The sponsor club was the 
Rotary club of Melbourne. 
 
Some of our original members with Paul Harris the founder of Rotary 
 

 
 
With RI President Paul Harris in above picture 
 
Stephen also mentioned that the first men’s shed was initiated and 
built by the Rotary club of Essendon in 1930 the second one in 1950 
and the first bulletin was published in April 1957  

The Rowallan Scout camp was started by our club 
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Our First President – W B Reid (Bill Reid) 

 
Other matters 

 10 club members will be visiting Hosier Lane Youth centre on the 6th April 

 The club survey will be presented to the club at a night meeting in possibly May or earlier 

 Mentor match project to match Rotarians with International students, details have been sent 

to the Community committee, Youth & Vocational committees to action as required 
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MOONEE VALLEY FOUNDATION 

 
The Moonee Valley Foundation Inc (MVF) awards grants to help young adults in the City of 
Moonee Valley achieve excellence in personal endeavours that will ultimately benefit 
themselves and our community. 
 
The principal grants program aims to help young, talented adults achieve their dreams and 
excel in a vocational or academic pursuit, such as music, sport, science and the arts. 
 
MVF also presents encouragement awards to school students who have demonstrated 
resilience, perseverance, and consideration of others, often ahead of their own needs. 
 
Formed in 1986 as a Scholarship Trust, with help from the local community and the City 

Council to celebrate 125 years of local government, MVF has continued its strong community 
focus and support for young adults in their pursuit of excellence. Philanthropic donations and 
council backing ensure the ongoing success of this strong community initiative, 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Further information for application dates is available from our website: 

www.mooneevalleyfoundation.org.au or by contacting: 

Sue Duras - 0438 318 615 or Sue Millman- 0413 273 379 

Upcoming Events 
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    Hosier Lane Youth Project’s visit 
 
April 6 2022 
6.30 PM Hosier Lane, Melbourne 

 Division 9800 Conference 

April 22-24 
Albury 

 International Rotary Convention 

27-31 May 2023 
Melbourne 

Invitation to joint club dinner at 2022District 9800 Conference 

Hi Sunil, 

At the moment I am organising a club dinner for the Keilor East Rotary Club following the 
conference welcome function in Albury and would like to invite you and any of your members 
who wish to join us. 

I have made a tentative booking at the Downtown Pizzeria restaurant at 472 Dean Street for 
7.15 pm. It has good reviews and also offers plenty of choices apart from pizzas. The cocktail 
function commences at 5.00pm at the Entertainment Centre and the restaurant is an easy 500 
metres away. 

Please let me know within the next few days if you are able to join us and your numbers. 

Kind regards, 
Bob McMartin 
On-to-Conference Chair 
Rotary Club of Keilor East 

0421671868 

 

Networker 2021-22 Issue No.12 - Serve to Change Lives 
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Fellow Rotarians 

It has been a 30 year wait since the last RI Convention was held in our home town 
Melbourne!  So why not celebrate and use this opportunity for you personally or your Club to 
be part of the 2023 Convention.   

Some say that you have not completed your Rotary journey until you attend an International 
Convention and see the true global nature and spread of Rotary.  Sitting in Rod Laver Arena 
with Rotarians and partners from around the world for the Plenary Sessions is just one part of 
the experience.  Once you move into the House of Friendship you get closer to the purpose 
and action; start having one to one discussions; you see just how diverse Rotary is. 

The Melbourne Host Organising Committee (HOC) is offering you a third dimension to this 
experience by getting personally involved with Home and Club Hosting opportunities at a 
more intimate level.  It might be having 4-8 international &/or interstate visitors in your 
home for dinner, or your Club arranging a special event for a busload, or two, enjoying a 
special event and meal that you design.   

Convention delegates will commence their registration process for Melbourne HOC events as 
soon as the Houston Convention opens in early June, either registering onsite or online.  The 
HOC is now calling for Round 2 expressions of interest both for events with a likely close off 
date of 30 April 2022.  Beyond this date the HOC cannot guarantee any further places will be 
available. We know that every year these events are booked out very quickly so don’t miss 
out; register your expression of interest ASAP.  We will ask you during May 2022 to confirm 
your offer. 

For more information please refer to the attached information.  Smaller Clubs may like to join 
with another Club to boost the number of visitors being hosted and also engage a wider 
audience of Melbourne Rotarians.  

Regards 

Mary  

Mary Barry 

Melbourne Host Organising Committee (HOC) Chair 
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Help yourself and help our Club by banking with 

Strathmore Community Bank. Take out a loan, 

term deposit or open a bank account and the club 

will receive up to $500.   Drop into the branch at 

337 Napier Street, Strathmore or call  

                                                                                       Manager David Porter on 9374-2607 for details 
 

     Thank you to !!!  
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