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President’s message – 3rd MAY 2022
The highlight of the night was the presentation of Paul Harris + 1 Sapphire
to Cathy Nicou.
Cathy’s work during the year:
 Family violence – Moonee Valley Grant
 Caroline Chisholm Society
 Night Nurses – After dark program – Grant $2,000
 Windy Hill Aphasia Group – MVCC Grant $1,500
 Everyday conversations – Moonee Valley Grant
 Bahay Tulyan – fund raiser
 Donations made to the club including the Essendon Football
Jumper auctioned at the Greek Dinner
Importantly she is an unassuming quiet person willing to help at any time and a person who
works well in a team.
Well done Cathy and well deserved!
The next award went to Vice President (PP) Lisa Lowcock who received a Paul Harris Double
Ruby for her contributions to the Rotary Foundation.
We congratulate Lisa for her contributions to the club and to the Rotary Foundation
Member Survey discussion
The rest of the meeting was devoted to further discussing the member survey completed by
approximately 65% of the members, an interactive discussion was promoted by Veronica
O’Sullivan and Lisa Lowcock who encouraged members to further elaborate on the issues that
were highlighted in the survey on how best we can meet the needs of the members and be
relevant.
It was observed and became apparent that with the changing times and the work/life balance
that people need, all Rotary clubs must ensure that we meet the needs of the existing members
as well as prospective younger members to ensure we can continue to do the good work we do
in the communities here and overseas.
Further information on the survey will be prepared by Veronica & Lisa in the coming days.
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Cathy Nicou receiving her award – PHF +1

Vice President (PP) Lisa Lowcock receiving her award PHF Double Ruby
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ART SHOW
The Moonee Valley Art Show is now open for Art submissions
at https://mooneevalleyartshow.com.au
Like to support us and sponsor!! Please contact Kelly on 0413 027 156 or via email
at artshow@rce.org.au
We are excited to announce a new venue for this year’s Art Show – St Bernard’s College, Essendon
West.
The Moonee Valley Art Show is open to the public and will be held this year on the weekend of 9-10
July, commencing with a Gala Opening Preview on Friday 8 July 2022 at St Bernard’s College.
Growing each year in stature and reputation, the Moonee Valley Art Show provides a fantastic
opportunity for established and aspiring artists to exhibit and sell their artwork. Additionally, this
year new art forms such as photography, sculpture and ceramics will be included, and we are very
excited that for the first-time secondary school artists will have their own category to exhibit and
sell their artwork.
We expect this year’s Art Show to be bigger and better so please join us to for this exceptional
cultural experience.
All profits are used to help the Rotary Clubs of East Keilor and Essendon to implement community
projects.
A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBER -REGINA DAVERN
A big thank you to Regina Davern for donating $10,000 to the Art Show project
Regina is a new member who joined our club on her return from working overseas for many years.
On behalf of the Rotary Club of Essendon I thank you for this very generous donation
Sunil Perera
President 2021/22
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Notes from the Board:
Aaron Leask has left the Rotary Club of Essendon.
We now have a new suite of IT equipment courtesy of a Federal Government Volunteer Grant of
$4500.
Partner badges have been ordered however there is a production delay.
President Sunil has donated the second instalment of his Presidential allowance ($1000) to the
Norm Mollica mental health project.
Current member numbers are 51 active and 12 honorary members.
The new access road into the Hope for Myanmar Children’s Orphanage has been completed.
The Sri Lankan cleft lip/palate surgeries have been delayed due to COVID. Three operations have
been completed so far with more to come once hospital access is more readily available.
Motions approved by the Board:
1. That, subject to accurate invoicing and documentation from Youth Projects, RCE provides
$2500 for sleeping bags for Youth Projects with a District Grant application to be submitted
for a further $2500 (Note: The District Grant has now been approved for $2475).
2. That RCE provides $1000 for disability art and music supplies for Scope St. Albans Lifestyle
Options with an application to be submitted to the Dyson Group for a community grant of a
further $1000.
3. That the 2022 Moonee Valley Art Show be held at St Bernard’s College on the weekend of
the 8th to the 10th July 2022 and that profits from the 2022 MVAS, which is all income less
direct expenses, be split 50/50 between the Rotary Club of Keilor East and the Rotary Club
of Essendon.
4. That all proceeds from the Greek dinner on the 22 Feb 2022 are donated to the Norman
Mollica Scholarship Fund for mental health.
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Our members at the Conference
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Help to the Ukrainian refugees
Veronica, Nola, Terri and Christine met with the Andrea from Association of Ukrainian
Humanitarian Aid Committee to identify immediate and future needs of displaced persons from
Ukraine here in Victoria.
Essential clothing items was handed over to them. A visit to DIK with Andrea was organised to
source sanitary products, warm jackets, caps and beanies and other items of need including a small
fridge.
Michael Cariss generously gave his time to collect and deliver items with his Ute.
This project involved not just Community Committee members, but a wide variety of members from
within the club, including partners and members family, friends and neighbours.
A whole club initiative, where members responded quickly. A SUV and Ute full of good quality
clothing was gathered and distributed in less than a week from initial meeting with Andrea.
A wonderful effort from RCE.
Further contacts were provided to Andrea to source things they may need in the future.
We will continue our relationship with this organisation to support them as further displaced people
arrive and their needs evolve.
Thank you everyone for the support.
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MOONEE VALLEY FOUNDATION
The Moonee Valley Foundation Inc (MVF) awards grants to help young adults in the City of
Moonee Valley achieve excellence in personal endeavours that will ultimately benefit
themselves and our community.
The principal grants program aims to help young, talented adults achieve their dreams and
excel in a vocational or academic pursuit, such as music, sport, science and the arts.
MVF also presents encouragement awards to school students who have demonstrated
resilience, perseverance, and consideration of others, often ahead of their own needs.
Formed in 1986 as a Scholarship Trust, with help from the local community and the City
Council to celebrate 125 years of local government, MVF has continued its strong community
focus and support for young adults in their pursuit of excellence. Philanthropic donations and
council backing ensure the ongoing success of this strong community initiative.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Further information for application dates is available from our website:
www.mooneevalleyfoundation.org.au or by contacting:
sue Duras - 0438 318 615 or Sue Millman- 0413 273 379.

April 21 2022
Volume 87, Issue 18

www.rce.org.au
President Sunil Perera

Luncheon that could be of interest
Lisa Lowcock has informed of a women in Business lunch on May 10. If you are interested in
participating, follow this link.

Women in Business Luncheon Tickets, Fri 10/06/2022 at 11:30 am | Eventbrite
Women in business luncheon

Women in Business Luncheon Tickets, Fri 10/06/2022 at 11:30 am | Eventbrite
Annapurna Base Camp Trekking 15 Days September 19 – October3
For details on this exciting adventure open the above link or contact Richard Lawrence.

https://nepalecoadventure.com/trip/15-days-annapurna-base-camp-trekking/
Richard Lawrence advises that one amendment that is required is to delete the following line:
‘1. The Trek is not arduous and mostly flat walking so is considered moderate walk.’
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Fellow Rotarians
It has been a 30 year wait since the last RI Convention was held in our home town
Melbourne! So why not celebrate and use this opportunity for you personally or your Club
to be part of the 2023 Convention.
Some say that you have not completed your Rotary journey until you attend an International
Convention and see the true global nature and spread of Rotary. Sitting in Rod Laver Arena
with Rotarians and partners from around the world for the Plenary Sessions is just one part
of the experience. Once you move into the House of Friendship you get closer to the
purpose and action; start having one to one discussions; you see just how diverse Rotary is.
The Melbourne Host Organising Committee (HOC) is offering you a third dimension to this
experience by getting personally involved with Home and Club Hosting opportunities at a
more intimate level. It might be having 4-8 international &/or interstate visitors in your
home for dinner, or your Club arranging a special event for a busload, or two, enjoying a
special event and meal that you design.
Convention delegates will commence their registration process for Melbourne HOC events as
soon as the Houston Convention opens in early June, either registering onsite or online. The
HOC is now calling for Round 2 expressions of interest both for events with a likely close off
date of 30 April 2022. Beyond this date the HOC cannot guarantee any further places will be
available. We know that every year these events are booked out very quickly so don’t miss
out; register your expression of interest ASAP. We will ask you during May 2022 to confirm
your offer.
For more information please refer to the attached information. Smaller Clubs may like to
join with another Club to boost the number of visitors being hosted and also engage a wider
audience of Melbourne Rotarians.
Regards
Mary
Mary Barry
Melbourne Host Organising Committee (HOC) Chair
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Help yourself and help our Club by banking with
Strathmore Community Bank. Take out a loan,
term deposit or open a bank account and the club
will receive up to $500. Drop into the branch at
337 Napier Street, Strathmore or call
Manager David Porter on 9374-2607 for details
Thank you to !!!
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