
 

 

 

Sergeant Roger Leask welcomed the guests Andrew Johnstone, Jane Odgers, Sana Halaseh and our exchange student Nina.  

Roger invited VP Dr Peter Condos to the podium, Peter informed all to register for the Relay for Life and also asked all present 

to bring a guest for the next meeting which is the ‘Ladies day” 

Veronica spoke to the members and guests present about the Art Show and requested all to lend a hand to organise the project 

which has now become an annual event for the Rotary Club of Essendon. 

Jane Odgers asked all to post the Art show on their face book page so that a wider audience can see the event, details are on 

the Moonee Valley face book page. 

The raffle was won by Sana but she failed to draw the joker. 

Sergeant Roger called for the fines from members and guests present and they were duly collected 

Sergeant Roger also informed all present that President Maria will be in at the next meeting  
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Speaker for the day 

The speaker for the day was Past President Peter Halaseh who spoke about the work done during his time as President of the 

Rotary Club of Essendon 

Peter thanked the board, members and guests and said that it was an honour and pleasure to report the activities, events, 

accomplishments during the year as well as the positive changes he experienced personally during his year as President of the 

Rotary Club of Essendon. 

Peter stated that when he accepted the role of President he had to get the support of his family as well, and said his family 

contributed to these accomplishments and he would not have been able to perform in his role without the full support of his 

wife Sana as well as his son and daughter who got involved in a lot of the projects. 

 

Peter mentioned the following objectives he started the year with: 

 Focused on wellbeing, fun and interest 

 Create awareness about the drug problem among the younger generation 

 Promote the club to our Community 

 Increase membership 

 Focus on two major fund raising events  

 Foundation support 

 Focus on the wellbeing of the members 

  

Peter stated that the club focused on the following matters during the year: 

 Cluster groups by having speakers that motivated us to balance our life with work, nutrition & exercise 

 Getting interesting speakers as well as getting the members to speak about their experience in joining Rotary and some 

information about themselves 

 Host parent dinners 

 Relay for life was a success once again 

 Peter visited member’s homes and made calls to members who had not attended regularly 

  

Peter thanked the members who helped him during his year as President specially mentioning Norm Molloca, Maurice Mollica, 

Ian Thomas as well as Peter Baker with Admin work & Roger Leask who worked for the Royce Abbey Foundation, he said he 

received support from many others and apologized if he has missed any. 

 

Peter mentioned the members who received the Paul Harris award, Sam Tartaglia, Lino Airo-Farulla, Lisa Lowcock & Stephen 

Roe during his year, as well as the Royce Abbey award to Jenny Foster & Sunil Perera 

He said these awards are a pat on the back for the hard work done by the awardees during the year 

 

Peter stated that he took a keen interest in the protection of our youth from the drug menace especially “ICE” to this end he 

organized cluster groups with speakers such as Dr Michael Carr-Gregg who was not able to come in person but sent one of his 

assistants. Close to 200 people attended this event and the most important thing was it was talked about in a number of 

schools and communities and there were requests for another one.   

 

Peter also mentioned the other interesting speaker we had, Judge – David Jones at Rotary Presents, this talk gave us the 

opportunity to promote our club in the local paper as well. 

 

PP Peter stated the successful events during his year and the funds collected: 

 Relay for Life     $13,000 

 Phillip Project    $10,000 

 Art Show            $22,000 

 Golf day             $15,000 

Additionally the Moonee Ponds festival Cluster event  

 



 

 

 

PP Peter also mentioned some highlights during the year  

 Sending off the video to the Manila club that we chartered 20 years ago 

 Joining in the Myanmar trip that brought into focus everything we do into reality, he said he felt proud to be associated 

with this club 

 He also mentioned the other projects in Africa 

 

In summary he said it was a memorably year and he was grateful for the guidance from ADG Colin Styles and his team as well as 

to the senior members and past Presidents for the mentoring and passion to see Peter succeed in his role. 

 

Peter finished by saying: 

“We opened our home and our hearts to you all, fellow Rotarians and on behalf of my family, I thank you from the bottom 

of my heart for the privilege of serving you as President of the Rotary Club of Essendon for 2015-2016. 

We shared our life and our love for Rotary with all of you and the world around us”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      



 

 

ROTARY CLUB of ESSENDON 
 

RELAY for LIFE 2017 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Register and pay by going to 
 
http://fundraising.cancer.org.au/site/TR/RelayforLife/CCVIC?fr_id=4212&pg=entry 
 
Copy & paste the above URL into your web-browser 
 
Click       Register Now  
then    Join a Team       and enter Rotary Club of Essendon 
then    Join    and enter your details. Don’t forget to select your T-shirt size. 
 
 
 
NEXT fill out the attached roster on who will attend and what time slot and especially if you are available for the work 
roster to set-up, manage breakfast and clean up  
THEN e-mail back to me. 
 
 

Please contact Dr Peter Condos for the roster  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
See below the roster to complete 



 

 

2017 Rotary Club of Essendon Relay for Life Team 

Friday 17 February 2017 to Saturday 18 February 2017 

Aberfeldie Athletics Track 

 
Contact: Peter Condos  Mobile: 0411 124325   Email: pcondos@bigpond.net.au  

 

Friday 7.00 pm Opening Ceremony – Survivors Lap 5.00 am  

7.00 pm P Condos 6.00 am  

7.30 pm P Condos/  P Halaseh 6.30 am Breakfast  R Priestley 

8.00 pm L Lowcock   J Odgers   A Fraser 7.00 am L Airo-Farulla 

8.30 pm J Odgers 7.30 am  

9.00 pm M Portelli 8.00 am  

9.30 pm M Portelli 8.30 am Breakfast 

10.00 pm M Portelli   M Mollica 9.00 am A Ramsay 

10.30 pm M Portelli  M Mollica  R Leask R Priestley 9.30 am  

11.00 pm Kelly & Vic Abfelter  R Leask 10.00 am T Hycenko 

11.30 pm Kelly & Vic Abfelter  R Leask 10.30 am  

Saturday  11.00 am V O’Sullivan 

12 midnight  Kelly & Vic Abfelter 12.00 noon  

1.00 am  1.00 pm S Perera 

2.00 am P Baker 2.00 pm  

3.00 am  3.00 pm  

4.00 am  4.00 pm  Closing Ceremony / Presentations 

 

 

 

Set Up Team – 

4:00 pm Friday 

Breakfast Team – 

Saturday 6.00 am 

Clean Up Team – 

3:00 pm Saturday  

P Condos P Condos L Aero-Farulla 

D Lee P Halaseh S Perera 

V O’Sullivan P Duras  

R Leask R Priestley  

 J Odgers  

 R Lawrence  

    



 

 

 

 

As you are aware, the 3rd Annual Moonee Valley Art Show is fast approaching. Once again it will be held at St 

Columbans North Park Mansion, 69 Woodland St Essendon. The Gala opening on Friday March 24th will be a 

wonderful night. Please put in your calendar now.  

Volunteers are needed for the following dates in March: 

Thurs 23 – set up. Need some strong bodies for the morning especially. 

Fri 24 – Hanging the pictures, setting up Marquis etc. Some strong bodies needed again in morn 

Sat 25 & Sun 26 – exhibition, sales, many other roles to be filled from 10am -6pm 

Mon 27 – pack down & clean up in the morning. 

Please consider volunteering for this major Club event of the year. Shifts will be approximately 4 hours, or more 

if you are keen, and tasks will be allocated in due course. 

Please email your availability ASAP to Veronica at veronicaosullivan@bigpond.com or call or text 0418 537 

253. 

 

 

 

 
 

Thought for the day 

“Being dyslexic and often being perceived as an underdog, I’ve had to embrace a growth mindset my 

whole life – so I have some tips of my own on how we can propel young people to reach their full 

potential.  My top tip, which I’d like to add to those already mentioned in the Guardian, is to admit 

your own failures. 

My success in life and in business has been driven be my ability to take calculated risks, talk openly 

about the times they haven’t paid off, learn from the outcomes, and live with the consequences – 

both good and bad”. 

Richard Branson 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

DATE SPEAKER/EVENT VENUE 

14th February 2017 Ladies day – Past & Present The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm 

to 2pm 

Fri 17 & Sat 18 February 2017 Relay for Life  

21st February 2017 TBA The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm 

to 2pm 

24th February 2017 Rotary Foundation dinner with 
Cluster $40 per head 

Taylors Lakes Hotel 7pm – 10pm 

28th February 2017 Walk Down Memory Lane – Steve 
Chandler 

The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm 

to 2pm 

3rd March 2017 Delegation to Myanmar & Cambodia  

7th March 2017 TBA The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm 

to 2pm 

14th March  St Patrick’s day meeting The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm 

to 2pm 

21st March 2017 Fellowship & Veronica promote Art 
show 

The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm 

to 2pm 

Fri 24th March 2017 Art Show 
Gala Opening 

 

Sat 25th  & Sun 26 March Art Show  

28th March 2017 Greek Night TBC 

30th March to 1st April 2017 District Conference  

4th April 2017 TBA The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm 

to 2pm 

18th April 2017 Easter Tuesday The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm 

to 2pm 

25th April 2017 ANZAC Day NO MEETING 

2nd May 2017 Military Presentation The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm 

to 2pm 

9th May 2017 Charter Night – Speaker Neil Comrie Ascot House 

16th May 2017 NO Lunch Meeting  

23rd May 2017 TBA The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm to 2pm 

30th May 2017 Rotary Presents The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm to 2pm 

6th June 2017 Italian Day The Anglers Tavern 12.30 pm for 1pm to 2pm 

20th June 2017 Presidents night  Time & place TBA 

No Lunch meeting 

Winner for the Worst Hat: Sam Tartaglia 



 

 

     John L Gregory 

     Certified Practising Accountant 

              272 Keilor Road,  

      North Essendon, VIC 3041 

 

        jgregory@netspace.net.au 

 

        Telephone: 03-9379 1705 

 

 

 

Help yourself and help the Club by banking with Strathmore Community Bank.  For example, take out a home loan 

and the club will receive up to $500. Take out a 3 month fixed term deposit and the club will receive up to $50.  

For more details drop into the branch at 337 Napier St or call branch Manager Philip Stewart on 9374-2607. 
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